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“Roundup

Missing Falkner Youth
Found Murdered

Skeletal remains found last week in a wooded area in
Benton County have been positively identified as those of
Steve Brown of Falkner. Brown, who would haye been 17
in May of this year, had been missing for 21 months when
a 15-year-old hunter from Corinth discovered his body in
a gully near the Blackwell Church on Dec. 27.

An autoposy revealed that Brown was killed by a
single .22 caliber bullet that entered the skull at the rear
and exited through the forehead.

Brown reportedly disappeared on March 23, 1981, after
returning from a hunting trip with a friend. A .22 caliber
single shot, bolt-action rifle, a bullet, a .22 caliber hull
and a piece of denim were found with the body.

Authorities are treating the death as a homicide. If
Brown had killed himself, they say, a hull would
probably still be in the barrel of the rifle. There was no
hull in the rifle, they reported.

Investigators say they have uncovered some possible
motives for the murder, but have refused to reveal what
they are. ‘‘When we do that,”” Walter Tucker, Mississippi
Highway Patrol Investigator, said last week, “‘we’ll be
naming a suspect.” '

Authorities plan to present the evidence to the regular
session of the Benton County grand jury which convenes
on Jan. 13. No arrests are anticipated until that time.

Brown'’s body was returned to Falkner Tuesday from
Jackson, where the autopsy was performed. Funeral
services were scheduled for 1 p.m. today.

Jumpertown Rehires

Town Marshal

The Jumpertown ‘Board of Aldermen rehired Town
Marshal John Moore on Tuesday night of last week in a
specially called meeting. The meeting was called after

Moore toid Mayor C.D. Windham he would return to his

job if the board wanted him.

Moore resigned last month when the board voted 3-2 to
fire deputy marshal John Tullis. The board voted
unanimously this week to re-hire Moore.

““A lot of good people let me know they’re behind me,”’
Moore said Tuesday. He said he had resigned because ‘I
felt like they had done Tullis sort of bad. He was doing
his job.” Tullis was fired after the board received
complaints of harrassment against Tullis.

Moore, 43, is originally from Freedom Hills, Ala. He
worked as a deputy in Tishomingo County for eight
years. He had been Jumpertown town Marshal for about
three months when he resigned.

“The people at Jumpertown need a town marshal,”
Moore said. I like to work where I think I'm needed.”

Moore reported that Mayor Windham’s pickup has
still not been recovered. The mayor’s truck was stolen
from the parking lot of Lamb’s Chapel Church in
Jumpertown while Windham and his wife were at-
tending a Christmas program Dec. 26.

“We've got leads in the case, but not enough to make
an arrest,” Moore said.

Hopefuls Sign Up
For 1983 Elections

Nineteen candidates had qualified in Prentiss County
as of early Wednesday morning to run for various
‘political offices. Fourteen of the candidates are in-
cumbents.

Prentiss County Sheriff John McCauley has qualified
to run for re-election as sheriff. Two other men have also
qualified to run for sheriff — Prentiss County Deputy
Hubert Kitchens and Roy N. Elder.

Incumbents who have filed qualifying papers this
week to seek re-election are Circuit Clerk Travis Cox,
Chancery Clerk Phillip Cole, Tax Assessor Danny B.
Childers, all five supervisors -- Larry Barron, Jimmy
Moore, J.P. Davis, H.B. Lindsey Jr., and William L.
McKinney. As of Wednesday morning the incumbents
were the only candidates who qualified to run in those
positions. :

As of Wednesday morning no candidates had
qualified to seek election to the offices of superintendent
of education, coroner, justice court judge north of
senator post 5.

Incumbent Billy McCoy has qualified for Represen-
tative Post 3. Incumbent Tim Ford has also qualified for

Representative Post 18. No one had challenged the in-

cumbents for their offices as of Wednesday morning.

Booneville attorney John Hatcher is seeking re-
election to his position as county attorney.

Three men have qualified to run for Justice Court
Judge in the south. Dalton E. ‘‘Gene” Prentice, Billy
Sartin and James W. Wilson Jr. have qualified to run for
the post. Prentice and Sartin are currently serving as
justice court judges.

John W. Tullis Jr. has qualified to run for constable in
the first district.

Tifton “Tip” Norris is seeking election as fourth
district constable.

No one had qualified to run for constable in the other
three districts.

Primary elections for state and county offices will be
in August, with the general election scheduled for
November.

County School Board

Against Tax Assessor-(

This time the school board

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
The Prentiss County

Board of Education has filed
another lawsuit in Chancery
Court against Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers,
claiming that in 1980 he
failed to collect $137,408 in

taxes which should have
gone to the county school
system,

The suit asks that

Childers, and-or his bonding
company, U.S. Fidelity and
Guaranty Company, pay the
$137,408 plus .interest from
Jan. 1, 1981, plus reasonable
attorney’s fees. The bonding
company is named as a co-
defendant in the suit.

Totalled

is attempting to fulfill
requirements which they
failed to meet in an earlier
lawsuit, resulting in the
dismissal of that suit.

This is the third time the
county school board has
filed suit against Childers.
Both of the earlier suits were
dismissed.

The lawsuits stem from
the separation of the
Booneville schools from the
Prentiss County Scheocl
District in 1980.

The county school board
claims the county school
system was entitled to 1980
tax money which Childers
should have collected from
residents within the city

The patrol car belonging to Prentiss County Sheriff John
McCauley (left) was stolen Thursday night of last week

while it was parked at the Cardinal Cafe in Jumpertown.

The car, which was found half an hour later about four miles

In Jumpertown

Sheriff’s Car Is Stolen, Wrecke ’

It was an embarassing
situation for Prentiss County
Sheriff John McCauley last
Thursday night. While he
was drinking a cup of coffee
inside the Cardinal Cafe in
Jumpertown, his patrol car
was stolen from the cafe
parking lot.

McCauley’s car was found
about 30 minutes after it was
stolen. The 1981 Chrysler
LeBaron had been totalled in
a wreck in front of Gene
Davis’ home, approximately

four miles northwest of
Jumpertown.

A 17-year-old juvenile
from Route 3, Rienzi, was
arrested and charged with
auto theft in connection with
the theft of the sheriff’s car.
He was released from jail
Monday on $2,500 bond.

The same juvenile had
earlier been charged with
stealing the personal car of
deputy town marshal John
Tullis. When Tullis” car was
recovered, it had bheen

limits of Booneville.

The board claims the
county school system is
entitled to this money
because the separate school
district did not take effect
until July 1, 1980, and state
law says any taxable real
property must be made a
part of a school district prior
to June 1 of any year for that
school district to be entitled
to the taxes for that year.

ACCORDING TO the
school board’s attorney, Roy
0. Parker of Tupelo, the two
earlier suits — each similar
in nature to the most recent
one -- were both dismissed
on technicalities. .

Parker said Monday it

northwest of Jumpertown, had been totalled. A 17-year-old
juvenile was arrested and charged with auto theft in con-
nection with the incident.

burned.

Before the sheriff’s car
was found Thursday night,
the juvenile who stole it
apparently wrecked it twice.
First, he ran it into a parked
tractor, knocking the tractor
into a parked car at Her-
schel Eaton’s residence,
McCauley said.

The second accident, the
one that totalled the sheriff’s
car, occurred in a curve.
The driver apparently lost
control and the patrol car

was

recoms-
mendation that the school
board re-filed the lawsuit
against Childers.

upon his

“If we can ever get it in
court,” he said, “I think we
have a pretty good case.”

Parker said that if efforts
to have the case heard in
Chancery Court fail, the
school board will take it to
the state supreme court.

The first suit, filed in U.S.
District Court in Aberdeen,
was dismissed in February
1982 by Judge L.T. Senter.
Basically, Senter ruled that
the suit should have been
filed in a state court rather
than federal court.

The county scheol board,

(Photo by Angela Smith)

went up a bank. It rolled
over and then flipped,
McCauley said. The juvenile
apparently was not hurt in
either incident, he said.

Whent the car flipped, a
case of ammunition that was
in the back seat of the car
went through the rear
window and was found under
the back wheel of the ecar,
the sheriff said.

McCauley had been to a

(See Sheriff, Page 10)

through Parker, then filed
the suit in Prentiss County
Chancery Court in  March
1982. This suit was dismissed
in November 1982 by
Chancellor George Adams.

Adams ruled that the
school board could not file
the suit as a public body
because, “it is the settled
rule in this state that public
bodies or subdivisions of the
state have only such powers
as are conferred on them by
law, and, unless the statute
gives the power to sue and
be sued, such boards or
bodies have not such
power.”’

Adams ‘also ruled that if
the school board was filing
the suit as individual tax-

iles Third Suit

lector

payers rather than as a
public. body, they had not
met certain criteria of such'
a suit. He said that:

1) They did not invite the
public to join the suit;

2) They did not show the
suit to be in the interest of
the entire public;

3) They did not show that
an officer had not been
presented sufficient facts to
convince the legal mind that
a suit was warranted; and

4) The suit showed no
special injury other than all
taxpayers in the district
which are public in their
nature.

(See Lawsuit, Page 2)

Sheriff Changes

His Mind About Not
Seeking Re-Election

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Although in March of 1981
Prentiss County Sheriff John
cCauley said he woula ot
seek a second term as
sheriff, he changed his mind
and Monday became the
third candidate to qualify to
run as sheriff of Prentiss
County.

Almost two years ago
when Sheriff McCauley said
he was through at the end of
the four-year term he was
mainly frustrated over the
lack of funds with which to
properly operate Hhis
department, he said.

‘““Now I have another
deputy and two more cars,”’
McCauley said Monday.
“March 1981 was before we
had gotten all the con-
victions we have now. I felt I
hadn’t accomplished much
at that point. Now it’s dif-
ferent,” he siad.

“I feel like we have ac-
complished quite a bit in the
last four years, They tell me
we've sent more thieves and
drug dealers to the
penitentiary than in the
history of Prentiss County.
We've got a lot of in-
dictments ready to go fo
court now,” he added.

“I wouldn't have run at
that time if they had tripled
my salary,” McCauley said,
referring to his statements
in March 1981,

‘““I was having some
employee problems. We just
hadn't gotten started in
court. At that time it didn’t

look like we were going to.
We had to learn all the
technicalities to get a case in
court. It was aetually the
latter part of 1981 before I
felt we had accomplished
very much.” :

There is also another
reason Sheriff McCauley is
seeking re-election, he said.

“I want to know for my
own satisfaction that a man
can enforce the law fair and
impartially and get re-
elected.”

“If there’s one thing I've
urged my men to do it'’s to
treat everybody alike. The
big shots didn’t get turned
loose and the poor people put
in jail. After I heard the
definition of a big shot — a
little shot that does a lot of
shooting ~ 1 decided there
weren't any big shots in

Prentiss County,” McCauley

said.

“I’m by running for
sheriff like I am by my
farm,” he said. “I dom’t
want to sit back and watch
grow up what I've cleaned
up.!’

McCauley said he will not
campaign on county time.
“I’ll not make a door-to-door
campaign and use the
county’s time. If people
know me they know what
kind of sheriff I've made.”

McCauley said  his
deputies who run for sheriff
will not be allowed to politic

" on county time, either. “If

they can run a campaign
and it not interfere with
their work, it’s fine with
me.”

Assistant Librarian

Retires After 10 Years

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

‘‘Are elephants afraid of
alligators?”’ That’s just one
of the many questions Mrs.
Zera Duggar has been asked
to answer while she has
served as assistant librarian
at the George E. Allen
Library in Booneville.

Mrs. Duggar retired as
assistant librarian Friday,
Dec. 31, after serving in that
position for six years. She
was the main librarian at

the Booneville Library for
four years when it was

located on West Church’

Street at the present location
of Sherry’s Uniforms.

Mrs. Duggar, the former
Zera Anderson, is a native of
Marietta. She graduated
from Thrasher High School
in 1932. She also graduated
from Freed-Hardeman
College and attended the
University of Chicago.

During World War II she
worked for the Civil Service
in Utah as a long distance

L

telephone operator.
She was employed at

.Prentiss Manufacturing for

22 years. She was a super-
visor there for 15 years. She
has one daughter, Jo Carol
Hisaw of Booneville, and two
grandsons, Michael, 10, and
Wesley, 2.

People often call the
library seeking answers to
perplexing questions, Mrs.
Duggar said.

And is an elephant afraid

(See Retires, Page 13)

Mrs. Zera Duggar
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