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Commission Receives

Hospital Application

The Mississippi Health Care Commission has received
a Certificate of Need application submitted by Baptist
Memorial Hospital in Booneville, according to a
spokesman for the commission’s office in Jackson. The
intent of the proposal is the construction of @44
replacement beds and renovation of the hospital at an
estimated cost of $5,429,554.

Any person may request the Commission to hold a
public hearing on this application, the spokesman said.
To do so, the request should be submitted in writing to
the Mississippi Health Care Commission, 2688 Insurance
Center Drive, Jackson, MS 39216. To be effective, the
request must be received by the commission on or before
Jan. 19.

For more information, contact the Resource
Development Branch of the commission at 981-6880 in
Jackson. :

Pedestrian Killed
On Christmas Eve

cars in front of her home in the Altitude community on
Christmas Eve night as she was walking across the road.

The accident occurred about 5:15 p.m. on Hwy. 364 4%
miles east of Booneville, according to Highway Patrol
Trooper Mark Pitner, investigating officer.

The driver of the first car which struck Mrs. Gann told
Pitner that Mrs. Gann “‘was right in the road”’ in front of
him when he saw her.

Pitner said the accident occurred in a sharp, downhill
curve, Rainy weather had caused the road to become
slick, he said.

The accident is still under investigation to determine
the identity of the second driver of the automobile which
struck Mrs. Gann, Pitner said.

No charges of any kind have been placed and Pitner
said he doesn't believe there will be any charges placed
concerning the accident.

Pitner said he appreciated the help of the Prentiss
County Sheriff’s Department and the North Mississippi
Ambulance Service. ;

Services for Mrs. Gann were held Sunday, Dec. 26, at 2
pam. at McMillan Funeral Home Chapel with C.D. Edge
and Johnny Sexton officiating. Burial was in Booneville
Cemetery.

Mrs. Gann was the widow of Hollis Gann. She was a
Freewill Baptist and a retired factory worker.

She is survived by a son, Paul N. Gann of Booneville; a
daughter, Reba Stegall of Booneville; four grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

Cause Of Fire
Still Undetermined

The cause of a fire which totaled the James Haire
residence on Walden Road Monday of last week is
presently listed as undetermined, according to State
Deputy Fire Marshall Mike Ivy.

Ivy was called in to investigate the fire because of
suspected arson. Some 15 minutes prior to the fire at the
Haire residence, a man was reportedly seen running
from the house, Ivy said.

No incendiary items, such as gasoline, were found at
the scene of the fire, Ivy said.

“We couldn’t find a specific point of origin for the
fire,” Ivy said Tuesday. “The fire appeared to have
started burning from the attic area.”

The case will be closed unless additional information
is obtained. Otherwise the cause of the fire will continue
to be listed as undetermined, Ivy said.

Corinth Auto Dealer
Found Murdered

An Alcorn County auto dealer was found murdered
early last Thursday afterncon in his business office,
apparently the victim of suffocation at the hands of a
burglar.

Vernon Gurley, described by investigators as being in
his mid-to-late 60’s, was discovered dead on the floor in
the trailer which served as an office for his used car
business on U.S. 72 West in Corinth. The victim was
bound and silver duct tape covered his mouth and nose.

Authorities speculated the tape blocked Gurley’s
breathing. Alcorn County Coroner John Paul Anderson
said death was probably caused either by suffocation or
heart attack. He said Gurley had been dead for several
hours when his body was discovered by a family
member Thursday. An autopsy was to be performed on
the body.

Investigators reported that there was no wallet on the
body and that the office’s safe was open. Although there
were no marks on the body, sheriff’s officers reported
there could have been a “small struggle.”

Authorities noted similaries between this burglary and
two other robberies last month in Alcorn County.

Government Offices

(Close For New Year’s

- The Prentiss County Courthouse and the Booneville
City Hall will both be closed Friday, Dec. 31 and
Saturday, Jan. 1, for the New Year’s holiday.

The Booneville Post Office will be closed Saturday,
New Year’s Day. No mail will be delivered that day.

Mrs. Ora Gilley Gann, 81, was fatally struck by two .

In Prentiss County

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Prentiss Countians may
have dreamed of a white
Christmas, but what they
got was a hot, wet one,

As temperatures ranged
in the upper 60’s and lower
70’s, more than 11% inches
of rain fell on Prentiss
County over the Christmas
weekend, causing minor
flooding in many areas and
damaging secondary roads

throughout the county.

The heavy rains were also
blamed for a brief power
outage Monday afternoon
when a TVA transmission

structure washed into
Twenty-Mile Creek
southeast of Baldwyn.

Electric power was restored
to most of the county within
17 minutes by switching to
an alternate service line
(see related story this
page).

The levee of at least one

b

Repairing The Damage

Prentiss County supervisor Larry Barron (upper right) and a crew from the first
district work on repairing the appreach to a bridge which was damaged over the
weekend. Pointing out the dangers of such an action, Barron said several cars drove over
this bridge even after the work crew put up a temporary barrier of brush and shrubs. A load
of gravel was eventually dumped in the center of the bridge to prevent additional traffic
from crossing. This bridge was typical of several in the county which were damaged by the
flood waters. (Photo by Ken Christian)

local lake gave way under
all the water Christmas
night, sending a wall of
water - and fish - cascading
through a wooded area
located off Old Marietta
Road.

In his freezer, Sid Stevens,
a student at Mississippi
State University, has a 12-1b.
bass that he picked up in the
woods after the levee of his
father’s lake broke some
time before dawn Dec. 26,
spilling water and f{fish

through the woods. Stevens
said his father, 'Cleovis
Stevens, plans to rebuild the
levee of the lake located
behind his house on Old
Marietta Road.

Some customers of the
Wheeler-Frankstown Water
Association were without
water from Sunday through
Tuesday when high waters
prevented repair of a water
line which had heen washed
out in Cox’s Bottom just
South of Booneville. Service

was restored Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Prentiss County super-
visors had their crews out as
early as Sunday in an effort
to keep county roads
passable. But sections of
some roads were still un-
derwater Tuesday af-
ternoon, making it im-
possible to fully assess the
damage.

As usual when this type of

(See Flooding, Page 2)

1ages Roads And Bridges

Rainy Weather Downs

TVA Transmission Line

A brief power outage in
Prentiss County Monday
afternoon was a direct result
of heavy rains over the
weekend, according to the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association.

The power outage which
affected all of PCEPA’s
10,212 customers was caused
when a TVA transmission
structure was washed into
Twenty-Mile Creek
southeast of Baldwyn at
12:05 Monday afternoon.

Also affected by the
outage were Tombigbse
lectric Power Association

customers araund Guntown, |

Saiiiﬂo, ana Tupele. i
According to PCEPA

manager Ronny Rowland,
PCEPA service personnel
had the customers served
from the Booneville sub-
station switched to an
alternate line from Rienzi in
about 17 minutes.
Customers served from
the Baldwyn substation
were without power for
about an hour and 19
minutes because TVA
personnel had to come from
Tupelo to Guntown to
energize the alternate line
from Guntown to Baldwyn,
he said. When tie TVA
personnel arrived ai Gun-
town, a high voltags circuit
breaker would not wark,
requiring additional time to

bypass the circuit breaker.

TVA repair crews worked
through the night Monday to
replace the transmission
structure which washed into
Twenty-Mile Creek. They
completed the repair at 6:30
a.m. Tuesday, according to
assistant operating
superintendent Wayne Rixie
of TVA’s Tupelo District.

Rixie said TVA had

trouble with five tran-
smission lines over the
weekend because of wet
weather and lightning.

Hewland reported no

. problems.out of the ordinary

aver the weekend for the
PCEPA system itself.

Jumpertown Mayor’s Truck
Stolen From Church Lot

Jumpertown Mayor C.D.
Windham says he believes
the theft of his pickup truck
from a church’s parking lot
Sunday night is connected
with recent events that have
occured in Jumpertown.

Windham’s 1978 Ford
pickup was stolen while he
and his wife were attending
a Christmas program at
Lamb’s Chapel Church in
Jumpertown. :

The Jumpertown board of
aldermen voted 3-2 on Dec.
14 to fire Deputy Town

In Booneville

Marshal John Tullis after
receiving complaints of
harrassment from citizens
attending the special board
meeting.

Following the vote to fire
Tullis, Town Marshal John
Moore resigned, leaving the
town with no law en-
forcement agency of its own.

Windham and other

.county officials have said

they believe the move to get
rid of Tullis and Moore
stemmed from those who do
not want law enforcement in

Jumpertown.

On Sunday night, Dec. 19,
the city’s backup patrol car
was burned while it was
parked at the Town Hall
The fire was determined by
investigation to be arson.

Tullis’ car was also stolen
and burned while he was
serving as deputy marshal.

Windham said he believes
his pickup was stolen
because people know he is
strictly for law enforcement.

(See J'town, Page 2)

Doctor To Opén New Clinic

Dr. David Chase, board
certified # in  Internal
Medicine and board eligible
in Pulmonary Medicine,
plans to open a clinic in
Booneville on Jan. 15.

Dr. Chase will be prac-
ticing Pulmonary Medicine
and Critical Care Medicine.
His clinic will be located on
Washington Street, across
from the hospital, with clinic

hours from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday through Wed-
nesday.

Although this will be Dr.
Chase’s first clinic in
Booneville, he is not un-
familiar with the medical
community here. For the
past six years, Dr. Chase
has served at Baptist
Memorial Hospital in
Booneville as emergency

room physician. For the past
year he has consulted with
the hospital’s medical staff
as requested on cases
related to pulmonary and
critical care medicine.

A native of Booneville,
Chase is a 1970 graduate of
Booneville High School. He
attended Northeast

{See Doctor, Page 2)

Year-End Review

1982: It Was ‘Almost’ A Good Year!

Although quite a few projects reached logical conclusions
in 1982, there were also a number of things that “almost”
happened during 1982.

We almost saw Booneville’s Police Chief resign. We
almost learned the results of an investigation of three police
officers and one former officer. We almost saw construction
begin on a $5.1 million expansion and renovation project at
the local hospital. And we almost saw a school bond issue
pass for a new high school in Booneville.

And, although the year ends with a number of these
projects and others still unresolved, it is certain that efforts
will continue in 1983 to bring some of them to fruition.

The following is. a month-by-month account of Prentiss
County’s top news stories of 1982.

January 1982
Prentiss County became the 14th community in the state

to successfully complete all the requirements of the ‘“Key
Community’’ program on Jan. 22. Gov. William Winter
presented Prentiss County with the award at the annual
banquet of the Prentiss County Development Association.
Miss America 1982, Elizabeth Ward, was in Booneville in
January to crown the winner of the Most Beautiful title at
Northeast Junior College ~ Connie McCombs of Tupelo.
Ice and several inches of snow blanketed Prentiss County

during much of the month.

February 1982

After serving only seven months of his first four-year term

as Booneville Police Chief, John O. (Bobby) Lambert told
Police Commissioner Charles Steen that he had had enough
and was quitting. But the following day, Lambert told the
board of aldermen that he had reconsidered and would not
resign. During the regularly scheduled February board

meeting, Lambert’s attorney, Donald Franks, told the board
Lambert had resigned because “He says he does not have
the proper backing of the mayor and board of aldermen and
police commissioner.” Franks also said Lambert said he did
not have control of those who work under him, “If he doesn’t
have control of and can’t discipline them, he has no
authority.”

Three Booneville Police officers and one former police
officer were accused of taking merchandise from the Win-
Way Store in Booneville on a night when they found the door
of the establishment unlocked. The incident was supposed to
have occured in 1979. At their February meeting, the
Booneville Board of Mayor and Aldermen decided to let the
District Attorney’s office handle the investigation.

(See 1982, Page 14)







