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Prisoners Make Their
Own Christmas Cheer

About six prisoners at the Prentiss County jail
evidently decided to make their own Christmas cheer by
making ‘“‘home brew” out of oranges.

The prisoners used from 1-2 dozen oranges, sugar, and
other unknown ingredients, according to Prentiss
County Deputy Hubert Kitchens.

The prisoners’ home brew was in a trash bag in a
cardboard box. They had a piece of plywood over the box
covered with about four blankets using it as a table,
Kitchens said.

During a jail check last Tuesday night the home brew
was discovered in the front cell. “The smell would
almost knock you down,” Kitchens said. The prisoners
had probably been making the home brew about three or
four days, he added.

Since the incident, some of the prisoners’ privileges
have been taken away, he said. Some of the radio
dispatchers had been letting the prisoners take fruit to
their cells. But after this, no food will be allowed in the
cells except the food ordered from restaurants for the
prisoners by the county, he said.

One of the prisoners reportedly became slightly ill
after drinking some of the home brew.

Patrol Car Burned

At Jumpertown

Not only is Jumpertown without a town marshall or
deputy town marshall but now they are minus one patrol
car. Their back-up patrol car was burned around 8 p.m.
Sunday night at the Jumpertown Town Hall.

The 1974 Dodge was totaled on the inside, according to
State Deputy Fire Marshall Mike Ivy.

“The fire started in the vicinity of the left front seat.
Most likely someone poured a flammable liquid in the
front seat,” Ivy said. “Without any electrical source
there is no chance of an electrical fire due to the fact that
the battery had been disconnected,” he said. The battery
had been disconnected because work was being done on
the alternator.

There are no suspects in the case, Ivy said Monday
afternoon.

Jumpertown’s other patrol car was parked at Mayor
C.D. Windham’s home Sunday night. The patrol car has
since been moved to the Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department.

The State Fire Marshall’s office will pay up to $1,000
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of
the subject(s) responsible for the burning of the Jum-
pertown patrol car, Ivy said.

Arson Suspected
In Dwelling Fires

State Deputy Fire Marshall Mike Ivy has been in
Booneville investigating two fires which are suspected
arson,

One of the fires occurred Monday at the James Haire
residence on Waldon Road. The fire department
received the call about 7:50a.m. No one was at the Haire
residence at the time of the fire.

The brick home was a total loss. Volunteer fire
departments from Thrasher and Marietta also
responded to the fire.

The other fire being investigated as suspected arson
occurred early Wednesday morning of last week at a
trailer belonging to Butch Caldwell on Osborn Creek
Road.

The Caldwells had moved out of the trailer and were

Fieming said. ‘“The fire is suspected arson because the
trailer was unoccupied and the electricity to the trailer
had been turned off.”

The fire appeared to have started at the back of the
trailer near the back door, Fleming said.

Goodfellows Raise
$3,700 For Needy

The 33rd annual Goodfellow Program held recently at
the West Side Community Center exceeded its goal of
$3,000 by almost $1,000, according to Mayor Charles
Crabb.

The program, broadcast over radio station WBIP on
Dec. 4, asked listeners to phone in pledges of money to go
into the Goodfellows’ fund.

Among other things this fund is used to purchase food
baskets for the needy at Christmas time.

About 300 boxes containing fruit, nuts, candy, and
cheese will be prepared this week, Mayor Crabb said.

A committee screens the people who get the Christmas
boxes to insure that they go where they are most needed,
he said.

The Booneville Fire Department will package and
deliver the boxes this week.

“We urge all who pledged donations to come by my
office witf tfie donation or deposit the donation in any of
the banks,” Mayor Crabb said Monday. There is still
about $1,000 that hasn’t been turned in, he said.

“T'd like to express my appreciation to everybody
participating in the program - the ones providing the
talent, WBIP and their staff, the people who gave ar-
tieles to be auctioned, the workers, Bro. Larry Hill, and
especially all the people who contributed donations,’”’
Crabb said. “We also want to thank the fire department
for packing and delivering the fruit boxes.”
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EXISTING HOSPITAL

DEMOUITION "A" WING
AREA SUBTOTAL

90,000 GSF
{5440) GSF
84,560 GSF

NEW CONSTRUCTION
AREA TOTAL

23,112 GSF
107,672 GSF

MAJOR RENOVATION
MINOR RENOVATION

21,222 GSF
63,338 GSF

REPLACEMET BEDS (NEW) 44
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BAPTIST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

BOONEVILLE

EXPANSION & RENOVATION PLAN
SHADED AREA REPRESEKTS PROPOSED EXPANSION

Wak Jones & Francis Msh e,

tion

living in Booneville, Booneville Fire Chief Frank

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

After almost a year in
delays and revisions, the
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville has filed an
application  with  the
Mississippi Health Care
Commission in Jackson to
begin work on a $5.1 million
expansion and renovation
project planned at the
hospital.

Baptist originally an-
nounced the expansion and
renovation plan shortly after

exercising an option to lease
the Booneville hospital for a
25-year period last
December. The 33-year-old
community hospital is
jointly owned by Prentiss

County and the city of

Booneville.

The latest proposal is a
‘ma]or revision of the
origindl plan, which called
for the present A and B
wings to be demolished and
for a new two-story wing to
be built on the site of B wing.

Further research revealed
that the new wing planned

on the B wing site would
have come too close to the
hospital’s property line,
Booneville hospital ad-
ministrator John Tompkins

_said Monday. This was one

of the reasons for revising
the expansion and
renovation plan, he said.

UNDER THE nelw plan
announced ' this ‘week by

. Tompkins, A wing will still

be torn down, but B wing will
remain. The new 23,000 sq.
ft. addition to the hospital

~will be constructed in front

- begin,

of the present facility -
between the present location
and U.S. 45.

The new plan also inciudes
major renovation to the
remaining parts of the
existing facility, as did the
old plan. The estimated cost
of the revised expansion and
renovation project is still
$5.1 million, the same as
projected for the old plan,
Tompkins said.

Before any of the work can
however, the
Mississippi Health Care
Commission must approve a

Certificate of Need for tne
hespital. The application for
the Certificate of Need was
filed Dec. 1, Tompkins said
Monday.

Barring no prcblems
Tompkins said, the Cer-
tificate of Need should take
60 to 90 days for processing
and approval. He is an-
ticipating construction to
begin on the project
sometime in June of the
coming year.

It will probably take 215-3
years to complete, he said,
because “we have to con-

‘tinue io operate the hospital

while the work is going on.”

THE NEW PLAN calls for
a one-story structure to be
built immediately in front of
the current front entrance to
the hospital. However, this
one-story expansion is being
designed so additional floors
can be added later as
needed, Tompkins said.

Although the new addition
will include 44 beds - 20
private rooms, 1 bed each,

(See Hospital, Page 2)

Cable System Adds New Channel Via Microwave

As of Monday, local cable
subseribers have a new TV
station to watch.

WPTY, an independent
television station in Mem-
phis, has replaced WBBJ
from Jackson, Tenn., on
Channel 7 on the cable. Most
of the programing on WBBJ
was being duplicated on
WHBQ Channel 13 from
Memphis since both WHBQ
and WBBJ are ABC network
affiliates

Featuring sports, movies
and syndicated rcomedies,
the new station on the cable,
WPTY,  will feature
‘programming similar to
that now seen on WTBS from
Atlanta, Channel 4 on the
cable.

Although  Heritage
Cablevision is still fine
tuning new equipment in-
stalled to allow WPTY to be
added to the cable lineup,
Heritage general manager

‘W.E. “Skip” Pratt said he
and Booneville’s chief
technician, = Neal Bor-
chgardt, decided to go ahead
‘Monday and turn the
-channel on because they had
-originally promised to have
the channel on the system on
or about Dec. 17.

"~ Pratt and Borchgardt
‘made spot checks of
reception of the new station
.at various locations around
town Monday in a effort to

.improve reception.

IN MAKING the decision
to add WPTY to the cable
system, Barney Bramlett,
marketing specialist with
Heritage in Booneville,
conducted a survey of local
«cable  subscribers to
determine what station they
‘would prefer added to the
_system.

- Since Booneville is on the

“fringes of WPTY’s broad-

‘cast signal, the cable system
‘was unable to adequately
receive the signal with
existing equipment on their
tower, Pratt said Monday.
In order to obtain a better
signal, Heritage has in-
stalled a microwave
receiving station at their
tower on Third Street. -
The signal from WPTY is
now beamed by microwave
transmission to WTVA in
Tupelo and relayed by

microwave from there to
Heritage in Booneville.

In addition to the
microwave system for
Channel 24, Heritage has
also installed microwave
channels for two existing
stations on the cable, WREG
Channel 3, Memphis’ CBS
affiliate, and WMC Channel
5, Memphis’ NBC affiliate.
These signals are also

(See Cable, Page 3)

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following letter to Santa was
written by a native of Booneville some 15 or 16 years ago
while he was working as an editorial writer for The Times-
Picayune in New Orleans.

Following the letter’s use as his column that Christmas, it

has been picked up and used for a multitude of purposes

By
Don Lee Keith

Dear Santa,

Remember me? I’'m that kid who turned over the tree so
many years ago and it hit the coffee table, breaking the
plate and sending cake crumbs all over the living room.
Mother had a fit. And hey, you know that chemistry set you

brought? Well, I nearly set the curtains on fire with the -

burner, but I didn’t mean to. Honest.

Matter of fact, I've still got that pair of cowboy chaps you

brought. From time to time, almost everybody in the family
has tried to get rid of them (especially Aunt Jessie who
claims they’re diseased) but now I've got them hidden in the
attic, along with a cap pistol without a trigger and an Uncle

over the years, in all kinds of publications. Last year a
magazine used it as their Christmas editorial. Another
newspaper ran it as the copy for a full-page ad. Just last
week the moderator in Los Angeles read the letter in full

- over the CBS Radio program *‘Overnight America.”
The ““Aunt Jessle” referred to in the letter is Miss Jessie

A Note To The

Remus book with the cover missing.
1 guess you may be wondering why I'm writing after all

- these years. Well, Santa, there was a while there when I
figured you were like the Easter Bunny, you know, “just

somebody for kids. But as I get older I know that’s not so,
and anybody who wants to believe in you sure ought to. It's
the same as not knowing for certain if there’s a North
Dakota, but all the time, still knowing there must be.

Now about this year. I’ve been about as good as can be
expected, so I'll let it go at that. :

Don’t be put off by how different my list is from what it
used to be. No hunting knife this time, no print-it-yourself
set, and no magic kit with a silk cape. What I'd really like to
have i5 some “agdins.”

I want to go to the picture show again on Saturday mor-
ning at nine and stay till five, and see the double feature
three times and worship Lash LaRue and the Cisco Kid and

pray that Captain Midnight will get out of the torture
. e ez

Presley, who served as a community correspendent for The
Banner-Indpeendent for a number of years prior to her
death last month. The rumpled transcript of the letter
was found among Miss Presley’s effects when the author
was home for her fumeral. He seni it to The Bapner
Independent.

chamber, and gorge myself with popcorn and still have
enough money left over for bubble gum.

I want to use Blue Horse notebood paper and save the
coupons for an electric pencil trimmer, knowing all the time
I'll never get that many.

I want to make a slingshot out of a forked branch and a
cut-up innertube, and go frog-gigging with a long pronged
stick. I want to play ball again with-a taped-up bat and a
baseball that’s lost its cover and looks like nothing but
strings wound around. I want to taste a Grapette just one
more time. Gosh, Santa, they were so good to be so little.

I want to use pokeberries to write nasty words on the back
of a woodshed and I want to spend whole afternoons up in my
tree house reading a diary I found in the attic.

Iwant to skate on a real smooth sidewalk and not lose my
skate key for a whole week. I want a Popsicle that’ll break

[See North Pole, Page 2)







