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Thanksgiving Services
To Be Held Tonight

Union Thanksgiving Services will be held tonight at
the First United Pentecostal Church in Booneville.

The service will begin at 7 p.m. Dr. Bill Duncan,
pastor of the First Baptist Church, will deliver the
Thanksgiving message.

Members of all ehurches in Prentiss County are in-
vited to attend these services.

Chrisimas Parade
Next Tuesday Night

Jennifer Jackson, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Jackson, has been selected as the 1982 Christmas Parade
Queen. She is a senior at Booneville High School.

The parade is scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. next
Tuesday. This year’s theme is “Christmas is love and
peace.”’

All parade entries (floats, marching groups, etc.)
should contact Kaye Roper at 728-8365. The deadline for
all entries is Friday, Nov. 26.

The 1982 Christmas parade will follow a shghtly dif-
ferent route than in previous years.

The parade line-up will begin at the corner of Court
and College streets. All parade participants should be at
the assembly point by 5:30 p.m. to be assigned positions.

Once underway, the parade will travel down College
onto West College, go north on First Street, go east on
Church Street, go west on Main to Market, go south on
Market back to College, and follow College back to the
criginal assembly point to disband.

The judges’ stand wiil be in the parking lot between
Church and Market streets next to the overhead bridge.
The parade will pass in front of the judges twice. Bands
will pause to perform their routines the first time they
pass the stand.

At the conclusion of the parade, winners will be an- -

nounced and awards presented on the steps leading to
the east door of the courthouse. Winners will be expected
to pick up their awards at that time,

All downtown merchants whe would like for their
windows to be included in the judging for the best

decorated, should contact Mrs. Claire Ross at 728-4938

prior to the judging. Windows will be judged Monday
night, Nov. 29.

Courthouse, City Hall
To Close For Holiday

Local governmental offices in the Prentiss County
Courthouse will be closed Thursday for the
Thanksgiving holiday, but will open Friday.

Offices in the Booneville City Hall will be closed
Thursday and Friday, but will open until noon Saturday.

Both city and county governmental offices will resume
regular hours next week.

Gaston Water Rates

To Increase

The Gaston Water Association board has established a

new rate schedule for all Gaston water customers. The
new rates go into effect Jan. 1.
. At their November board meeting, the Booneville
Board of Aldermen voted to double the rates it charges
the Gaston and Blackland water associations for the
water they resell to their customers, from 35 cents per
gallon to 70 cents. Neither of these associations have
their own well. :

Under the new rate schedule adopted by the water
association board, Gaston customers will pay a
minimum charge of $5.50 for 0-1,000 gallons, $8.50 for
1001-4,500 gallons, $11.00 for 4,501-6,500 gallons, $12.00 for
6,501-10,500 gallons, $18.50 for 10,501-20,500, and 90 cents
per 1,000 for all over 20,500 gallons,

Sen. Cochran’s Staff
To Visit County

U.S. Senator Thad Cochran’s mobile office staff will be :

at the Prentiss County Courthouse in Booneville from 1
until 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1. _
‘“Anyone who wishes to discuss an issue before the

U.S. Senate, or who has a problem with a federal agency, -
is invited to stop by and discuss the situation w1th my

staff,” Cochran said.

~ Those who wish to meet with the Senator’s mobile
office staff should contact the Chancery Clerk’s office
for the exact ldcation at the courthouse.

Cochran’s mobile staff will be at the Alcorn County
Courthouse in Corinth earlier that same day, from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Also, while the mobile office is in - Northeast
Mississippi, Senator Cochran will conduct a
“Washington Classroom” program over the telephone
with senior American government students at Burn-
sville High School. He will brief the Burnsville students
from his Washington office on the upcoming session of
Congress and then engage in a question and answer
discussion.

Scheol Bond Issue

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Figures compiled by the
Booneville Municipal

~ Separate School District

indicate that taxes for city
residents will increase an
average of about $6 per
month if voters approve a
school bond issue in the
special election which has
been called for Tuesday,
Dec. 7.

The city is seeking voters’

approval to sell $2,035,000 in .

bonds to build a new high
scheool and renovate two
existing facilities -- the
Middle School and Anderson
Junior High.

Using ' financial data

- prepared by the Booneville

City Clerk’s office, the
school system has prepared

‘a chart showing what affect

the passage of the
referendum will have en
current residents’ taxes.
The figures in the chart
are only estimates,

.studying

however, since the exact

interest rate fo be charged

the city will not be known
until the bonds are actually
sold.

The interest rate used in

figuring the chart was 10

percent, city schools

superintendent

to be repaid over a 20—year
period.

Using these figures, Clt}
officals estimate that the
school bond issue, if ap-
proved, will add about 20
mills to the city taxes.

The rate approved in

September by the board of -

aldermen for 1983 was 54.5
mills. Adding the 20 mills
would bring this fo 745
mills, an increase of about
36.7 percent.

A Facility Advisory
Committee, approved by the
board of trustees last fall,
developed the plan to build a
new high school after
the - district’s
present school facilities and

COMPUTER SCREENING -~ Dr. James Fitch (right) of

the University of Alabama, demonsirates the use of a .
modern microcomputer in screening pre—schuol children for

Speech Disability Screening

Robert :
Griffin said. The bonds are

‘Middle Schoo]

tourmg other facilities in the
area, :
This plan was then ap-

proved by the trustees, who
requested that the board of |
the:

aldermien. schedule

school bmd ‘elettion,

‘Thé pian adopbed by the
city schdo ystem calls for

the closing of the present ' :
high school and grammar |

school,. the renovation of
Anderson  Junior High
School to house grades 1-4,

and the rerovation of the
Middle School to house i
' grades 5-8.

Although .the new h1gh

:sehool lsS to be’ constructed

emphasized that the two
facilities would remain
separate.

“They will share certain

facilities - such as the
gymnasium  and the
cafeteria,” he said, “but,
due to scheduling, the

(See Taxes, Page 3y

‘axes ( '. Increase $6 Per Month

Griffin |

School Bond Issue Tax Analysis
| Property Assessed 1983 Tax Paid Without Amount of Tax With Monthly Increase With
©  Evaluation Bonded Indebtness Bond Indebtness Bond Indebtness
$ 500 8 212 o $ 3725 $ .83
- 1,000 - 9450 74.50 1.66
1,500 81.75 111.75 250
< 2,000 109.00 149.00 3.33
~..2,500 .136.25 186.25 4.16
3,000 - 163.50 223.50 5.00
3,500 190.75 260.75 5.83
4,000 218.00 298.00 - 6.66
4,500 245.25 335.26 7.50
5,000 272.50 372.50 8.33
5,500 299.75 409.75 9.16
6,000 327.00 447.00 10.00
6,500 354.25 484.25 10.83
7,000 - 381.50 521.50 11.66
7,500 408.75 558.75 12.50
8,000 436.00 596.00 13.33
8,500 463.25 633.25 14.16
9,000 490.50 670.50 15.00
Enclosed area above indicates estimated average assessment in City of Booneville.
Above chart based on current assessed evaluation of city property. Tax w:ll decrease
as growth of city increases the assessed evaluation,
Financial data prepared by City Clerk’s office based upon 20 mills to retire bonds. -
Homestead exemption will apply te citizens age 65 and older on bonded indebtness.

speech; lauguage and hearing problems at MAP Inc. in

qunevﬂle

(Photo by Ken Christian)

A ‘Head Start’ On Computers

Head Start centers in a
six-county area of Northeast
Mississippi have entered the
computer age.

Dr. James Fitch of the
University of Alabama and
Sarah Shields, a certified
pathologist and supervisor
of speech, language and
hearing services for MAP
Inc., held a training session
in Booneville recently to
acquaint Head - Start

teachers and aides with the
techniques of using
micrecomputers to -detect
speech and language
problems in children.

MAP, which sponsors.

Head Start programs in a 20-
county area of Mississippi,

“has obtained three Apple

microcomputers and
associated hardware and
software in conjunction with
this project.

The local 6-county area is

the first district to use the

computers for this type of

-screening. MAP has con-
tracted: w1th Dr. Fitch for -

the use of his services mth_
the program.

Bas1cally, the computers
let the teachers and aides
perform some of the
screening procedures which
are normaily done by cer-
tified pathologists.

Work Is

When heavy equipment
operators converged on a
145 acre tract of land ad-
jacent to the Booneville City
Park in early September

and began clearing and

leveling what seemed to be
ordinary scrub forest land,
some of the townspeople
began to wonder if a housing
project was being

developed. Others hinted

that new industry was on its
way to Booneville.

This week, R.G. Houston,
Booneville alderman in
charge of City Parks and
Public Property, laid the

' Progressing :
On New Football Field

an outgrowth-.of the suc-.
League

rumors to rest when he
confirmed that the city is
developing a football field

and track as part of an.
extension of the Bounevﬂ]e )

Park System.

The acreage presently

under preparation is part of
40 acres purchased by the
city approximately two

years ago to improve and

expand the present park
facilities.

“It was only recently,”
Houston explained, ‘‘that the
idea of building a football
field came into being.”

The project evolved from

- cessful
{.Football program whlch
_began th:s year !

“Little

com’pieuoh of a jogging

track, nature trails and
softball and baseball fields,”
Houston said. “But after the
Littl: League Football
program which started this
year was so successful, we

_saw a real need for the fleld o

and frack also.”

“In the past football has

3 s . i

' The computers display a

- number of questions, one at
- a time, on their TV-like
- screens. The teacher or aide
asks the child being tested

“for a- response to ~each
question and then enters the
child’s response into the
computer. :

- When all the questions
have received a response

(See Computers, Page 2)

Pittman Backs

Gov. Winter’s

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

SOUNDING somewhat as
if he might be running for
governor in 1983, Secretary
of State Ed Pittman en-
dorsed the majority of Gov.
William Winter’s education
programs Friday and
critized legisiative leaders
for no longer listening to the
people of the state,

Pittman credited Gov.
Winter with bringing the
educational needs of the
state to the forefront.
“Because of this focusing of
attention, we are going to
have an improvement in
education,” he told mem-
.bers ~ of the Booneville
Association of Educators
Friday.

“Gov. Winter has done one
thing for us,” he said. ‘“He
has started a movement
that’s going fo make
education ‘better than ever
before,”’ '

*“This could be the year of
education in the state of
Mississippi,” Pittman said.
“We might not win all the
battles, but we should see a
better day in the next 12, 18
or 24 months, Public support

~is getting stronger every

day 1

PITTMAN SPOKE to the
Booneville teachers at the

cation Bil

Geor:: B, Allen Library in a
general meeting of the
teachers’ associativa during
their observance of
American Education Week.
He had just returned from a
trip to Japan with Gov.
Winter to study that coun-
try’s educational system.

While Pittman admits the
Japanese educational
system is superior in some
aspects - such as in science
and mathematics — he feels
our system is better overall.

“We have a better result,”
he said. ‘““Our high school
students come out better

prepared.”
He said the reasen for this
is that the Japanese

education is so “packaged.”
“All students conform to

* Xerox copies that come out .

of the high schools,” he said.
He said that teachers are

highly respected members

of the community in Japan.
“The most important man in
town is the principal of the
high school.”

IN ENDORSING com-
pulsory. education for
Mississippi, Pittman pointed
out that 94 percent of all the
students in Japan who finish
the ninth grade finish high
school.

‘‘We are the only state in

(See Pittman, Page ?)

HEAVY EQUIPMENT STUDENTS - Students from the heavy eguipment operators’

- ¢fass at Northeast Junior College have been assisting in preparing the site for a new foot-

ball field and track in the Booneviile City Park. Pictured are (I-r) Alderman R.G. Houston,

- NEMJC President Harold T. White, Hale Aust, director of Vocational-Technical Education
- at NEMJC, instructors Troy Lowrey and Ewell Wright, and NEMJC students.







