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School Facility Report
To Be Presented

A report on the Boeneyville Schools’ Facility Advisory
Study Committee will be given Monday night during the
Booneville High School PTO meeting, according to BHS
principal Mac Curlee.

The board of trustees of the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District appointed the Facility Advisory
Study Committee at the'end of the 1981-82 school term.
The committee was to study the facilities and grade
organization of the city schools and make a written
report to the board of trustees on recommendations for
possible construction, renovation, location and grade
organization within the city district.

Booneville Schools’ Superintendent Robert Griffin will
discuss the progress of the committee’s study and will
answer questions at the PTO meeing at 7 p.m. Monday in
the BHS auditorium. :

Curlee urged all parents to be present for this meeting.

NEMJC Dorms
Dedicated Today

Hoyt B.Wood of New Albany and Bob Yarber of
Belmont will be honored during dedication ceremonies
for two new dormitories at Northeast Junior College at
11:30 this morning, according to NEMJC president
Hareld T. White. :

The new girls’ dorm was named in honor of Wood, a
former board member of the school. The men’s facility
was named for Yarber, who is presently the board’s
vice-chairman.

Dedication ceremonies will be held in the parking lot
of Wood Hall. :

The two dorms first opened to residents at the
beginning of this semester. As a result, there is a 64
percent increase in student housing this year, White
said, Some 600 students live in the on-campus facilities.

Construction of the dormitories, valued at more than
$2.5 million, was made possible through a low-interest
loan from Farmers Home Administration.

FmHA district director; James L. Perry, FmHA state
director; and other FmHA employees are expected to
attend the dedication ceremonies.

Newspaper To Be
Early Next Week

The Banner-Independent will be published one day
earlier than normal next week due to the fact that the
Booneville Post Office will be closed in honor of
Veterans’ Day.

The Banner-Independent office will be open Thursday.
But, since the post office will be closed, the paper would
not be delivered to subscribers until Friday if it was
published on the regular schedule. No mail will be
delivered Thrusday, according to Postmaster Jack
Wright,

All newspaper deadlines will be moved up by one day.
Classified advertising must be in the Banner-
Independent office by 3 p.m. Monday in order to appear
in next week’s paper. Likewise, all news items must be
turned in by noon Monday if they are to appear in next
week’s paper.

Correspondents and other contributors are also asked
to get their copy to the paper no later than noon Monday.

The regular publication schedule will resume the
following week.

Sales Tax Figures

Down For August

Latest Sales Tax Commission figures show sales tax
collections for the city of Booneville were down slightly
during August when compared to the same period a year
ago.

The city of Booneville reported sales tax collections
receivéd in August and reported in September
amounting to $44,126.39 during August 1982, This is down
$123.77 from the August 1981 figure of $44,250.16.

During the same period, Jumpertown showed a
decrease of sales tax collections of $253.90. During
August 1982 Jumpertown reported collections of $537.59,
compared to $791.49 during August 1981.

A statewide decrease in collections was also reported.
In September of this year, $8,818,632.29 was reported
statewide. During September of 1981, $9,925,836.27 was
reported.

Following are August 1982 collections reported for
other selected towns, with the August 1981 figures shown
in parenthesis:

Ashland $4,582.24 ($4,699.01); Baldwyn $20,128.44
($20,395.13): Corinth $107,720.32 ($121,006.60); Fulton
$27,150.91 ($22,462.10); Hickory Flat $1,327.11
($1,446.69); Holly Springs $37,629.73 ($63,461.23);
Houston $32,356.95 ($27,480.58); Iuka $27,813.43
($29,661.10) ; New Albany $52,747.19 ($56,322.17); Oxford
$84,394.50 ($81,400.15); Pontotoc $32,510.23 ($37,841.05);
Ripley $34,915.94 ($37,993.57); Senatobia $41,285.23
($45,469.32); Tupelo' $317,185.38 ($322,439.21); Water

Valley $19,964.67 ($21,596.67); and Winona $34,662.72
($31,297.26).

In addition to Wood and Yarber, Talmadge Finch, -

But Reject Lay Board Amendment

Local Voters Stick With Stennis, Whitten

PRENTISS COUNTY
voters gave Senator John
Stennis and Congressman
Jamie  Whitten over-
whelming votes of con-
fidence in Tuesday’s elec-
tion, but refused to endorse a
proposed amendment to the
state constitution which
would create a state lay
board of education.

Stennis and Whitten both
carried every box in the
county in their respective
races.

Unofficial tofals Wed-
nesday morning gave
Democrat Stennis 4,049 total
votes in the county to 1,166
for his Republican opponent

Haley Barbour.

Whitten, 72, received 3,995
to Republican challenger
Fran Fawcett’'s 1,046.

Unofficial results
statewide indicated that the
81-year-old Stennis would be
re-elected to his seventh
term in the Senate. Whitten
apparently hsd no trouble
winning a 22nd term in the
House,

OF THE 40 boxes in
Prentiss County, only seven
came out in favor of Senate
Concurrent Resolution 506,
the lay school board
amendment.

Boxes voting for the

proposal were Tuscumbia,
99-22: West Booneville (A-
D), 71-63; West Booneville
(E-H), 59-58; West
Booneville (N-S), 58-40;
West Booneville (T-Z), 43-
35; Baldwyn (G-0), 67-36;
and Baldwyn (P-Z), 51-32.

Countywide totals showed
1,512 for the lay board and
2,086 against the proposal.

However, Prentiss
Countians overwhelmingly
endorsed S.C.R. 519, the
property classification
amendment. County totals
showed 2,824 in favor of the
amendment and 1,113
against.

Local voters also endorsed

MONDAY AFTERNOON FATALITY -- Two Baldwyn residents lost their lives in this
accident on U.S. 45 North just inside the Baldwyn city limits Monday afternoon. Driver
Milton Ray Price, 24, and passenger William Richard Harris, 32, were killed instantly when

Two Baldwyn men were
killed Monday afternoon
when their car collided with

a tractor-trailer rig just:

inside the Baldwyn city
limits on U.S. 45 North.
Milton Ray Price, 24, of
428 Jumper St., Baldwyn,
and William Richard Harris,

Win-

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Evidence gathered in an
investigation of four
'Booneville police officers
accused of stealing items
from a local store almost
three years ago will be

32, of the Baldwyn-Ripley
Road, were both killed in-
stantly, officials said. Price
was the driver of the car and
Harris a passenger.

The driver of the truck,
Charles C. Russell, 30, of
2527 Lawndale, Apt. A,
Tupelo, received only minor

injuries. He was treated at
the Baldwyn Medical Center
and released.

Baldwyn officials had no
details as to the cause of the
accident Tuesday. Wit-
nesses at the scene said the
Price vehicle was nor-
thbound in the left lane

ay Case To

presented to the next
Prentiss County Grand
Jury, District Attorney John
Young said this week.

The four officers -- one of
whom is no longer employed
with the Booneville Police
Department -- have been
accused of taking items

from the Win-Way store in
Booneville after they found
it unlocked one night in 1979,

One of the officers
reportedly found the door
open while on his regular
patrol. When he reported the
incident to the police
dispatcher, the other three

S.C.R. 517 and House Con-
current Resolution 23,

S.C.R. 517 revises the
dates on which the governor
and other state officers are
declared elected and begin
their terms of office.
Prentiss Countians voted
2,259 for the proposal to 1,095
against.

H.C.R. 23 requires the
legisiature to redistrict the
circuit and chancery court
distriets within five years of
the 1980 Census and each
fifth year thereafter. The
local results showed 2,160 for
the amendment to 1,179
against. '

IN THE Fifth District,
Cleston McGaughey led the
field of four candidates
seeking a vacated constable
post by only three votes.

McGaughey received 328
votes to J.R. Gray's 325.
Tommy Smith received 183
votes and Billy D. Strickland
31.

There will be a run off
election between
McGaughey and Gray on
Nov. 16.

In the Third District
school board race, Harold
“Pete” Woodruff defeated
Bobby C. Johnson by a vote
of 241 to 189. :

Joe Vernon Johnson

defeated Gene Gray for the
same post in the Fourth
District by a vote of 432 to
349,

Circuit court judges Fred
Wicker, Thomas J. Gardner
III and Neal Biggers ran
unopposed in Tuesday’s
election, as did chancery
court judges Fred P. Wright,
James E. Bost and George
F. Adams.

At press time Wednesday
the Prentiss County election
commission was meeting to
certify the election results,
See next week’s paper for
complete box-by-box totals
of the election.

* their northbound automobile slid in front of a southbound tractor trailer rig. Charles C.

Russell, 30, of Tupelo, the driver of the truck, received only minor injuries. Rescue per-
sonnel had to cut the victims’ bodies from the badly mangled wreckage.

Monday Crash Kills Two Baldwyn Men

passing another vehicle as
the tractor trailer rig ap-
proached from the south.
When Price pulled back into
the right-hand lane, he
reportedly went: too far and
onto the shoulder of the
road. When the car came
back onto the road, it

olo

officers reportedly - joined
him at the store.

The door had apparently
been left unlocked when the
store closed for the day,

The incident reportedly
came to light when two of
the officers confessed "to
another police officer that

reportedly slid sideways into
the path of the oncoming
truck

It took Booneville firemen
using the jaws of life about
30 minutes to remove the
bodies of the two men from
the wreckage.

The accident occurred

rand

they had taken items from
the store while waiting for
the store manager to be
located.

These two officers - both
white - accused the other
two officers - both black -- of
also taking items from the
store.

about 3 p.m. Monday.
Traffic was detoured around
the scene until the road
could be cleared. o
As of Tuesday, no charges
had been filed in the ac-
cident and it was still under
investigation by the Bald-
wyn Police Department.

Jury

Although the names of the
four men involved have not
been released by officials,
the two black officers came
forward to publicly proclaim
their innocence when the
story broke in area

(See Win-Way, Page 10)

Five Receive Prison Terms During October Court

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Gardner sentenced
five men to prison terms
Friday of last week during
the final day of the October
session of Prentiss County

Circuit Court.

Robbie Storey, 20, of
Rienzi, was sentenced to a
term of five years with two
years suspended = after
pleading guilty to a charge
of possession of a burglar’s
tool - alock popper. Another
case against Storey in-

volving a charge of
aggravated assault, was
retired to the files.

In October 1981 a Prentiss
County jury found Storey
guilty of the aggravated
assault charge which
stemmed from an incident
involving Meledy Strange in

1980. However, ' Judge
Gardner granted Storey a
new trial in January ruling
that Storey’s attorney was
indirectly representing the
chief prosecuting witness at
the same time in chancery
court, thereby constituting a
conflict of interest.

Aubrey Nichols, 58, of 203
Smith St., Booneville, was
sentenced to serve ten years
for burglary and larceny of a
dwelling belonging to his ex-
wife, Ruby Wilemon. He was
also sentenced to serve ten
years for arson in con-
nection with the burning of

Wilemon’s home in
Thrasher. The sentences are
to run concurrently.

Bobby Edward Roach was
sentenced to serve three
years for the theft of hub-
caps belonging to Tammy

(See Five Receive, Page 2)






