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Candidate Qualifies
In Special Election

Only one candidate, J.R. Gray of Route 6, Booneville,
has qualified to enter the special election on Nov. 2 to
elect a new constable for the 5th district of Prentiss
County.

The constable’s post was vacated by the resignation of
Gerald Pace. :

Anyone interested in seeking election to the post must
qualify by petition.

Since state law requires each candidate to qualify at
least 10 days prior to the election, petitions must be
presented to the Circuit Clerk’s office no later than 5
p.m. Oct. 22 in order to qualify.

Fifth district voters will cast their ballots at Martin
Hill, Odom Hill, New Hope and North Booneville on the
date of the election.

Former Governor To

Speak To N.E.D.A.

Former governor J.P. Coleman will be the principal
speaker at the annual meeting of the Northeast
Economic Development Association (N.E.D.A.)
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, in the Frank
Haney Union at Northeast Mississippi Junior College in
Booneville.

Also on the agenda will be a short report on a lawsuit
being brought by area educators and others concerning
the loss of the 16th section lands in Northeast Mississippi
counties, according to N.E.D.A. president Stewart Vail.

There will also be a report on the activities of N.E.D.A.
during 1982 for improved highways, as well as a report
on such activities planned for 1983, Vail said.

The Dec. 2 meeting will be an open meeting and all
those who have appeared on executive committee
programs during the year will be invited to attend, he
said.

N.E.D.A. is an organization of 13 counties in Northeast
Mississippi whose purpose is to improve education,
roads and other aspects of life not only in the 13-county
area, but also throughout Mississippi.

Member counties include Alcorn, Benton, Calhoun,
Chickasaw, Itawamba, Lafayette, Lee, Marshall,
Pontotoc, Prentiss, Tippah, Tishomingoe and Union.

Natchez Trace Bridge
To Be Dedicated

U.S. Congressman Jamie Whitten is scheduled to cut
the ribbon to formally dedicate the Natchez Trace Park-
way bridge over the Tennessee-Tombighee Waterway
Saturday, Oct. 23, according to R.B. Dossett of Natchez,
president of the Mississippi Natchez Trace Association.

Formal dedication ceremonies will begin at 10 a.m. at
the bridge which is located in Tishomingo County, just
south of the Bay Springs Lock and Dam.

According to Natchez Trace Parkway superintendent
Jim Bainbridge, the bridge and approaches were built
by Dement Construction Company of Jackson, Tenn., at
a cost of $9.6 million.

“An interesting feature of this contract,” Bainbridge
said, “is that the dirt fill for the embankments was
obtained by excavating the canal on both sides of the
bridge through an agreement with the Corps of
Engineers.”

The remaining 16 miles of parkway between Miss.
Hwys. 371 and 4 are expected to be completed and open
for travel in early November, he added.
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Catholic Church
Has New Pastor

Father Dick Zelonis has
been named as the new
pastor of the Infant Jesus
of Prague Catholic Church
on U.S. 45 South of
Booneville. He assumed
pastorial duties Sept. 12.

Father Zelonis is
originally from Buffalo,
N.Y. Prior to moving to
Booneville, he was
associate pastor at the
Christ the King Catholic
Church in Southaven. He
has also pastored a church
in Raymonville, Texas.

Zelonis is a member of
the Congregation of the
Priests and Brothers of the
Sacred Heart.

Father Zelonis resides in
the rectory at 301
Evergreen  Ave.

DICK ZELONIS

BUSSINESSES BURN - Firemen back away from the blaze as windows in the Rental
Shack break out, allowing more oxygen to reach the fire inside and causing flames to shoot
out the windows. The Rental Shack and The Growing Tree wers totally destroyed by fire

Tuesday night. Two adjacent buildings, Fred’s and Win-Way, were saved from damage by
the fire. Firemen on the scene speculated that faulty wiring could have caused the blaze.

(Photo by Ken Christian)

Two downtown Booneville
businesses were destroyed
by fire about 8 p.m. Tuesday
night.

Located on West College
Street, the Growing Tree, a
children’s clothing store,
and the Rental Shack, an
appliance rental store, were
both completely gutted by
the fire.

Local

An early morning accident
on a rain-slickened road
near Blackland claimed the
live of a Prentiss County
man Wednesday.

0.E. McVey, 60, of Route
5, Booneville, was ap-
parently headed toward the
Blackland Trading Post
around 7 a.m. Wednesday
when he lost control of his

Some .13 members of the
Booneville Fire Department
battled the blaze for almost
3% hours to bring the fire
under control and to revent
the flames from spreading
to surrounding buildings.

A firewall between Fred’s
and the Rental Shack is
probably all that saved the
department store from

alk

1974 Ford Gallaxy 500 in the .

curve just past the Christ
United Methodist Church,
according to investigating
officer Hubert Kitchens.
McVey ran off the left side
of the road and when he
came back onto the road the
vehicle was turned
sideways, Kitchens said. A
1982 Chevrolet pickup owned

major damage.

According to Randy Boyd,
assistant manager at
Fred’s, the store suffered a
little water in the basement,
but since the merchandise
was - stacked on shelves,
none of it was damaged.

Win-Way, located directly
across an alley from The
Growing Tree, received no

by Davidson Chevrolet was
traveling in the opposite
direction and collided with
the McVey vehicle.

James White, service
manager for Davidson
Chevrolet, was the driver of
the pickup. White received
only minor cuts and bruises
and a possible sprained
wrist, Kitchens said.

damage at all, according to
manager Jerry Benjamin,
who also helped firemen
battle the blaze Tuesday
night.

Both the Prentiss County
Sheriff’'s Department and
the Booneville Police
Department reported the
fire to the Fire Department
at about the same time,

McVey’s vehicle was
struck in the front door on
the driver’s side, caving in
the entire side of the vehicle.

“From the looks of things,
it probably killed him on
impact,” Kitchens said.

Personnel from the
Booneville Fire Department
were called out with the
Jaws of Life to assist North

according to Fire Chief
Frank Fleming.

Although no cause has
been determined for the
blaze, Booneville Police
Chief Bobby Lambert told
Fleming that when he first
saw the blaze it was confined
fo an area in the back of the
Rental Shack ‘where the
electric meter was attached

illed In Wednesday

Mississippi  Ambulance
Service personnel in -ex-
tricating McVey’'s body
from the wreckage. The
extrication took about 10
minutes, once the Jaws of
Life arrived on the scene.

“Judging by the scene,
there was nothing Mr. White
could have done to avoid the
accident,” Deputy Kitchens

to the wall. Lambert said the
wires were arcing when he
saw them.

The Rental Shack was
owned by Freddie Holder
and the Growing Tree was
owned by Keith Shackelford.
Henry Mize owned the
building which housed both
businesses.

Wreck

said. The road was ex-
tremely slick Wednesday
morning due to the rain, he
said.

‘““The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment greatly appreciates
the professional service of
the EMTSs of the Ambulance
Service and the Booneville
Fire Department,’’ Kitchens
said.

Cecil Brandon

Cecil Brandon

Almost 40 Years In Booneville Newspapers

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

HE'S USUALLY the first
to arrive, and, quite often,
one of the last to leave.

By 7 a.m. every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
you will find him sitting
behind his work table at the
Banner-Independent, get-
ting a head start on the day’s
job of putting together the
advertisements that will
appear in that week’s paper.

And -- especially on
Tuesdays -- it is not un-
common to find him still
sitting there doing his job at
9 that night or even later.

Although the paper may
be completed by each
Wednesday afternoon, his
job is not. While waiting on
the papers to return from
the printer, he addresses the
“single wraps’’ which are
used in mailing the out of
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town papers.

Immediately after the
papers get back from the
printer, he then uses the
Addressograph to puf the
mailing addresses on all the
local papers. If he is lucky,
he is finished before mid-
night.

‘Thursday is spent rolling
the out of town papers in the
single wraps, sorting them
according to zip codes and
stuffing them into mailing
bags.

Then on Friday the whole
routine begins again as he
starts preparing ads for the
next week’s paper.

FINDING A GOOD job in

the 1940’s was not always
easy -- especially if you were
17 and black and still suf-
fered the after effects of a
bout of polio that had oc-
curred when you were five
months old.

As a young man in school,
working at a newspaper
never crossed Cecil Bran-
don’s mind -- at least not
until one day in the mid-40’s
when Wick Anderson High
School principal E.L.
Siggers asked the 17-year-
old Brandon if he would like
to go to work in a newspaper
office.

“I told him yes,”” Brandon
says. ‘‘He went down and
talked to Mrs. Anderson at

the Independent and she
hired me.”

At that time the
newspaper was located at
the intersection of First and
Church streets, the same
location where today Mrs.
Anderson operates Milwick,
an office supply store.

WHEN YOUNG Brandon
first started to work for Dr.
and Mrs. W.H. Anderson at
the Independent he had
never before been inside -a
newspaper office.

His first job was sweeping
floors and cleaning up.
From there he went tc
casting mats, then to jo',
work and finally to working
for the newspaper.

It was about two years
after he started working at
the newspaper that he began
working on the ads - a job

(See Cecil Brandon, Page 9)







