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Stblen Car Found
After 16 Months

A car stolen about 16 months ago was found Thursday
afternoon of last week in the watershed lake at Pisgah,
according to Prentiss County Deputy Doug Hendrix.

The 1977 Oldsmobile 98 belonged to Danny Stites of
Route 6, Booneville. The car was stolen March 30, 1981,
from Goodyear in Booneville, Hendrix said.

The sheriff’s department received a tip about the
location of the car. It was found under about three feet of
water about 50 feet from the bank, he said. The key was

missing, Hendrix said.

Although the vehicle is not in drivable condition, parts
from it can be salvaged, he said.

The car was recovered by deputies Hendrix and Jim
Ross.

‘Remember When’
Is Inside Today

still in the ignition. Only the wire spoke hubcaps were -

Remember when the
Phillips-Rinehart-Taylor
Company was located
where the Peoples Bank is
today? Remember when
Lindsey’s Cleaners had one
of the first dry cleaning
machines in this area?

Remember when -
Booneville got it’s first police car?

reading the special Remember When tabloid inside
today’s Banner-Independent. It contains more than 60
photos of how life used to be in Booneville and Prentiss
County. :

Response to our call for these old photos this year was
the best ever. In fact, so many photos were brought in
that there was just not enough room in the special sec-
tion for all of them. Qur apologies to these who went to
the trouble of getting their photos together only to have
us leave them out. . . maybe next year.

We also apologize in advance for any misspelled
names or similar mistakes in this issue. Names written
on the backs of old photos often become difficult to read
as time passes and, likewise, memories have a tendency
to fade.

Our sincere thanks to all those who contributed to this
special Remember When section. We hope you enjoy it
as much as we have.

Arson Suspected
In Three Area Fires

Three fires occurring within the last week are all being
investigated as possible arsons, according to Booneville
Fire Chief Frank Fleming.

A two-story frame house at Zion’s Rest received ex-
tensive damage from a fire on Sept. 30. The house which
was unoccupied, belongs to the Peoples Bank, Fleming
said.

According to Fleming, it appeared as if the carpet on
the stairway had been set on fire. He said paper had also
been burned in a closet.

The Marietta and New Site volunteer fire depart-
ments, along with the Booneville Fire Department,
responded to the fire.

Firemen responded to another fire around 8:10 p.m.
Oct. 3 at the brick home of Robert W. Lee Jr., located on
the old county home road east of Thrasher. The house
was a total loss. No one was at home at the time of the
fire. :

State Deputy Fire Marshall Mike Ivey was to in-
vestigate the cause of that fire yesterday.

About an hour later, the Booneville Fire Department
along with the Wheeler and Thrasher volunteer fire
departments responded to a fire at the residence of Gary
Walker on Osborn Creek Road. However, the mobile
home was a total loss.

No one was at home at the time of that fire either,
Fleming said.

Charges Against
Supervisor Dropped

Perjury charges against one of two Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway project supervisors were dropped
Monday due to insufficient evidence, according to the
public defender.

All four counts of purjury charges against Robert D.
Holt of Iuka were dropped, but charges are still active
against Lewis Case of Tishomongo. Case’s trial has been
continued until December.

The two construction supervisors were accused of
lying to a federal grand jury investigating possible
construction fraud along the controversial $2 billion
canal project in Mississippi.

If you do -- or even if you don't -- you should enjoy

Twelve Tons Of Memorabiiia!

Whiie prineipal Larry Morgan locks on, workers from the U.S. Corps of Engineers and Al
Johnsen Censtruction Company disconnect a 12-ton rock from a crane that was used to
move it from Bay Springs to the New Site High School campus. The rock is of historical
significance for the New Site and Bay Springs area. Carved on top of the rock is the name
‘W.A. Puckett.” Puckett, from Texas, was one of the original settlers of the area. The rock
was originally located near where the Corps of Engineers are now constructing the Bay

MurderTrial

A murder trial that has
been postponed twice, a re-
trial of an aggravated
assault case, and an at-
tempted rape case are
among the 20 criminal cases
scheduled to be heard during
the October session of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court.

Most of the cases
scheduled have been held
over from previous court
terms.

Civil cases are scheduled

for Oct. 18-22. Criminal
cases are scheduled for Oct.
25-29 with Circuit Court

Judge Fred Wicker
presiding.
The Prentiss County

Grand Jury began hearing
cases Monday and was
expected . to  continue
meeting possibly through
today. The grand jury will
be recalled to meet again
another day later this
month.

The murder trial of Harold

o

Lloyd Brinkley is scheduled
to be heard Wednesday, Oct.
27.

Brinkley, 52, of
Booneville, was indicted in
October 1981 on a murder
charge in connection with
the Nov. 10, 1980 shooting of
his wife, Margaret Brinkley.

Mrs. Brinkley, 39, died at
her home on Highway 4
West, just inside the

. Booneville City limits after

she was shot twice, once in
the stomach and once in the

Springs Lock and Dam and was moved to New Siie School for preservation. Hilda Hilk of the
Northeast Mississippi Invironmental Educational Consortium at Northeast Junior College
was instrumental in obtaining this 12-ton piece of history for the school. Odie Curtis and
‘Hammer’ Hanes of the U.S. Corps of Engineers provided supervision in the moving of the
rock, while L.W. Smith, John Otto and Major Upson of Al Johnson Construction Company
provided the necessary manpower and equipment to get the job done.

s October

chest, with a .38 caliber
pistol.

Brinkley’s trial was first
scheduled during the
February term of court but
was. postponed because one
of the attorneys, John
Farese of Ashland, had a
conflict of trial dates.

Brinkley’s trial was
postponed for the second
time during the June term of
court because another
murder trial was underway.

The re-trial of an

aggravated assault case
involves Robbie Storey, 20,
of Rienzi.

In October 1981 a Prentiss
County jury found Storey

- guilty of aggravated assault.

The charge stemmed from
an' incident involving
Melody Strange in 1980.
However, Circuit Judge
Thomas Gardner granted
Storey a new trial in
January, ruling that
Storey’s attorney, Tommy
Cadle, was indirectly

]

representing the chief
prosecuting witness at the
same time in chancery
court, thereby constituting a
conflict of interest,
Storey is currently serving
a two-year sentence in
Alabama for theft in the first
degree. His trial is set for
Monday, Oct. 25. He is also
scheduled to face charges of
possession of a burglar’s tool
- a lock popper on the same

(See Murder Trial, Page 2)

This Cook Prefers Wood Stove

Over Modern Appliances

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

There probably aren’t
many people in Prentiss
County who still cook their
food on a wood stove — but
Etta Nix does.

Mrs. Nix, who will be 76-
years-old on Dec. 1, says
that food ‘‘just tastes better
when it’s cooked on a wood
stove.”

Actually Mrs. Nix cooks
breakfast on an electric
stove. But she does prepare
dinner on her wood stove.

She says that cooking food
on the black, cast iron wood
stove doesn’t save her
money because she has to
buy the wood.

“Beans or peas are good
cooked in that ole black
dinner pot sitting on the
stove, I like biscuits and
cornbread cooked on the
wood stove better. I reckon
cause it’s cooked slow,” she
said. “You can put food on
and go about your business.

‘Food just tastes better
when it’s cooked on
a wood stove.’

You don't have to worry
about it boiling over or
boiling out.”

And another reason she

still uses a wood stove is

because she has always
cooked on a wood stove.
She has had this particular
wood stove for about 15
years. “I take good care of
it. They burn out after so
long,” she said. :
Mrs, Nix grew up about a
mile from her present home
on Highway 30 east. Her
father, the late Ike Winsett,
owned a blacksmith shop
and also had asorghum mill.
Her mother, Tobitha, was
a midwife. “I helped deliver

a lot of babies in Prentiss
County,’’ Mrs. Nix
remembers.

“Women in those days had
babies at home. Doctors
would make house calls then
if they were needed. But if a

person had to pay $5 or $6 for
a doctor that was
something,” she said.

“After a woman had a baby
they didn't let her get up til
the baby was 12 days old.
Older people said it would
make women stronger and
live longer,”

There were nine children
in the Winsett family, “We
were a happy family. We
didn’t have disputes or

arguments. If our daddy had
heard us sassin’ each other
he’'d have slapped our
jaws!”

Mrs. Nix was 16 when she
met her future husband, the
late Jack Nix, at a church
‘“jubilee” the spring of 1923,

' She recalls Nix asking to
walk her home and his
surprise when she told him
he could if he would carry
the “baby” - meaning her
baby sister. He agreed and
when they arrived at her
home her mother greeted
Nix with “I don’t know who
you are and I could care
less. But you’re welcome to
come back as long as you
behave yourself,”” Mrs. Nix
recalls, laughing,

The couple were married
in August 1923. They had
been married 37 years when
Nix died in 1960. They had
three children — the late J.R.
Nix, Bobbie Nell Jumper of
Kenosha, Wis., and James

(See This Cock, Page 13)

; COOKS ON WOOD STOVE -- Mrs. Etta Nix of Booneville
is shown with some of the food she prepared en her wood
stove -- a buttermilk pie and biscuits,

(Photo by Angela Smith)
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