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Special Election Set
For Sth District

A special election will be held Nov. 2 to elect a new
constable for the 5th District of Prentiss County, ac-
cording to Election Commission chairman Cayce
DePoyster.

The constable’s post was vacated by the resignation
of Gerald Pace.

Fifth District voters will cast their ballots at Martin

" Hill, 0dom Hill, New Hope and North Booneville on the
date of the election.

Anyone interested in seeking election to the post
must qualify by petxtmn

Since state law requires each candidate to qualhfy at
least 10 days prior to the election, petitions must be
presented to the Circuit Clerk’s office no later than 5
p.m. Oct. 22 in order to qualify.

Booneville Man

Sentenced To Prison

A Booneville man was sentenced to serve 18 years in
the Mississippi State Penitentiary Thursday of last
week as a result of his manslaughter conviction
~ stemming from the October 1981 fatal shooting of a
. Guntown lounge owner.

A jury found Stanley Larry Davis guilty of the
| charge Sept. 3 after a four-day trial in Lee County
. Circuit Court.

| Davis, 32, of Route 2, Booneville, was tried on a
" murder charge in connection with the shooting death of
Seay’s Lounge proprieter Wayne Watson.

The maximum penalty allowed for a manslaughter
. conviction is 20 years. Davis was sentenced by Clrcmt
. Court Judge Neal Biggers Jr.

Stolen Vehicle Found
In Prentiss County

A 1969 Lincoln Continental reported stolen from
Alcorn County Sunday was found abandoned on Hwy.
30 east near Hills Chapel Monday afternoon, according
to Prentiss County Deputy Hubert Kitchens.

The car bhelonged to Roosevelt Allen of Alcorn
County, Kitchens said. The ignition switch had been
pulled from the car, he said.

No arrests have been made in the case.

Agency Seeks To Help
Electricity-Dependent

Do you know of anyone in Prentiss County whose life
would be in jepardy if their electricity should be cut
off? If so, the Northeast Mississippi Community Action
Agency would like to hear from you.

Especially during times of high unemployment and
economic hard times, it is sometimes necessary for
power companies to discontinue service to customers
because they fail to pay their bills.

The Community Action Agency and the Prentiss
County Electric Power Association want to make sure
that electrical service is not discontinued to anyone
who depends on electricity to operate special life-
support equipment, such as respirators, for example.

According to Lana Tapp of the local office, the
Community Action Agency is compiling a list" of
residents whose lives might be threatened if their

electricity should be disrupted.

If you know of any such person, contact the Nor-
theast Mississippi Community Action Agency at 728-
8141 or write them at P.0. Box 183, Booneville, MS
38829.

Hunters Asked To
Avoid Phone Lines

Hunting season is open again, and with it can come a
unique problem for South Central Bell customers, That
problem is the result of hunters shooting area
telephone lines and cables.

Damaged lines hurt everyone, customers are
without service, the company has expensive and time
consuming repairs and sometimes the party respon-
sible for the damage gets the bill, said Tom Bailey,
district manager, South Central Bell,

‘‘It’s impossible to estimate the loss of business and
inconvenience to our customers as a result of these
accidents,” Bailey said. We feel we can eliminate this
problem if we make hunters aware of it.”’

“So, please take careful aim before shooting. .
making sure there are no cables or telephone lines in
your sights and keep the phones working.”
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Another Fine Mes's. s

Christi McCoy (right) and Susan Long (left) are twe members of the youth group at the
First Baptist Church in Booneville who participated in an ‘anything goes’ party in the
church’s parking lot Sunday afternoen. Organized by youth director Kay Davis, the object
of the party was to bring ‘anything you've ever wanted to throw at anyone’ and, on a given
signal, pelt the other participants while staying as clean as possible yourself. Those par-
ticipating brought rotten tomatoes, eggs, mustard, pickie juice, flour, and a number of
concoctions of dubious origins, After the free-for-all ended, the Booneville Fire Department
arrived to hose down the participants and wash the debris from the parking lot. (Photo by

Ken Christian)

At Northeast Junior College

Supervisors

Pass

Redistricting Plans

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors this

week approved a
redistricting plan which will
divide the county’s

population more evenly
between the five super-
visor’s districts.

Another plan was also
approved this week to divide
the county into two justice
court districts, a northern
district and a southern
district.

Under this plan, a section
of the 1st District in the
northwestern portion of the
county will be transfered to
District 2.

Likewise, a portion of the
5th District located within
the city limits of Booneville
will be transfered to the 4th
district.

Because of the change in
the boundaries in these
districts,- the 2nd District
will pick up 235 people from
the 1st District (based on
1980 census figures). The 4th
District will pick up 126
people from the 5th District.

Under the new plan, the
1st District will have a
population of 4,903, the 2nd
District, 4,748; the 3rd
District, 4,944; the 4th

~ district, 4,688; and the 5th

District 4,742,

Under the old boundaries,
the 1st District has a
population of 5,138; the 2nd
District, 4,513; the 3rd
District, 4,944; the 4th
District, 4,562; and the 5th
District 4,368.

In drawing the new
boundaries, the supervisors

attempted to arrive at an
ideal population of 4,805 for
each district.

The superyisors this week
also approved a plan
dividing the county into two.
justice court districts, a
northern district and a
southern district.

The southern district will
be composed of the entire
area bounded by the 3rd and
4th districts, plus the
southern half of the 1st
District. The northern
distict is made up of the 2nd
and 5th districts plus the
northern half of the 1st
District.

According to 1980 census
figures, the two districts are
within 32 people of being

(See Supervisors, Page 2)

New York Times To

Purchase The Banner

The Banner-Independent
will soon be under new
oewnership.

Negotiations to  transfer
ownership of the Banner-
Independent to the New
York Timnes Company of

the final stages.

The Times Company last
Thursday agreed in prin-
cipal to acquire the Banner-
Independent plus two other
weekly newspapers and
eight daily newspapers
owned by Thomas E.
Worrell Jr. and J.D. Swartz
of Charlottesville, Va.

Worrell is chairman and
Swartz is president of
Worrell Newspapers Inc.
which publishes a number of
newspapers in Virginia,
Colorado, Illinois and In-
diana. :

New YorkCity hfave reached

The announcement of the
arrangement between the
two publishing organizations
was made today by Worrell
and Arthur Ochs Sulzberger,
chairman and chief
executive officer of The
Times Company. :

In addition = to the
Booneville newspaper, the
weekly papers involved in
the transaction are the
Claiborne Progress in New
Tazewell, Tenn.,, and the
York County Coast Star in
Kennebunk, Maine.

The daily newspapers
included are the Daily
Corinthian in Corinth, the
Times-Daily in Florence,
Ala., the  World in
Opelousas, La., the News-
Topic in Lenoir, N.C., the
Middlesboro News in
Middlesboro, Kty., the

Enterprise in Harlan, Kty.,
the Messenger in
Madisonville, Kty., and the
State Gazette, in Dyersburg,
Tenn. :

“By adding these fine
papers fg our regional
newspaper group in the
Southeast, we are in-
tensifying our commitment
to quality small-city jour-
nalism,” Sulzberger said.

“The Times Company’s
interest in building and
maintaining the quality of
its papers was an important
factor in our decision to sell
to them,’” Worrell said.

The three weeklies to be
acquired by the Times
Company have a combined
circulation of 24,000. The
eight dailies reach some
92,000 subscribers.

Five Local Men Charged With Rape Of Student

An 18-year-old Northeast
Junior College co-ed from
Ripley filed rape charges on
Wednesday of last week
against five young Prentiss
County men following an
incident alleged to have
occurred in the Frank
Haney Union Building the
afternoon of Sept. 8.

Arrested Wednesday night
of last week and charged
with rape were James

Moment, 20, and Anton A,
Shinault, 20, both of Route 1,

Booneville, Jerome Leech,

18, and Willie J. McGee, 19,
both of North Lake Street,
Booneville, and a 16-year-old
juvenile from Booneville,
according to Booneville
Police Chief Bobby Lam-
bert.

The juvenile, who will
appear before juvenile
authorities, was released to

the custody of his mother,
Lambert said.

All of the men have been
released on $10,000 bond
each. A preliminary hearing
was waived when bond was
set. The men have been
bound over to the action of
the Prentiss County Grand
Jury which meets Oct. 25,
Lambert said.

Only one of the men,
Moment, was a student at

the college. He also worked
in the college -cafeteria,
officials said.

According to authorities,
the co-ed was downstairs
between the cafeteria and a
stairwell when she was
forced to an upstairs storage
room where the alleged rape
occurred about 2 p.m.

She told authorities she
was released at ap-
proximately 4 p.m. Nor-

theast security officials took

her to the Booneville
hospital where she was
treated and released,

Lambert said.

“It’s a regrettable  in-
cident,” said NE President
Harold T. White, “We've
done all that we can. We
already have excellent
security. If this was a daily
occurrence then I would say
that we would need to

reevaluate security and
other things that we’re
doing. But we’ve been in
business for 35 years and
this is the first time that this
has happened.”

“We still don’t know all
the details,” he said. “All
the facts won’t be brought
out until a day in court. I
think we ought to wait for
that.”

Denied Rate Increase

Phone Company To Appeal Commission’s Decision

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

THE SOUTH Central Bell
telephone company an-
nounced last week that it
will appeal an order by the
Mississippi Public Service
Commission which denied
all of the $98.2 million rate
increase requested this
spring by the phone com-

pany.
The state’s three Public
Service = Commissioners

voted unanimously to deny
any portion of the rate in-
crease to the phone com-
pany at this time.

“Even though appeals are
costly and often lengthy, we
have been left with no choice

other than to file an appeal,”
South Central Bell vice-
president J.N. McGowen
said after the ruling was

made by the Com-
missioners.
The rate increase

requested by the phone
company was put into effect
under bond on May 7. South
Central Bell assistant
manager Martha May of
Tupelo said Monday that the
rates will remain in effect
until the appeals process is
completed.

After all appeals have
been exhausted, if the phone
company is still denied the
rate increase, all revenues
produced by the rate in-
crease since it was im-

‘If the federal government had not tried

to fix something that was not broken,

the telephone customers would have

enjoyed lower telephone bills.’

-- Commissioner Snyder

May said. :

Ms. May indicated that the
entire appeals process could
take as long as two or three
years.

McGowen said many
things are at stake in the
phone company’s decision to
appeal the Commission’s

order.

“We need to maintain
good telephone service for
plemented will have to be

refunded to the customers.

THE FIRST STEP in the
appeals process will be a
hearing before the Hinds

County Chancery Court. If
the finding of that court is
unfavorable for the phone
company, South Central Bell
will carry the appeal to the
state supreme court, Ms.
existing customers, to plan
for future growth and ex-
pansion, and to mainatain
an adequate and competent
work force,”’ he said. !
“We are in a growing
sunbelt state and cannot
afford to accept an order
that would affect the
programs necessary to keep
up with the growth and
demand we know will be
there,’" he said. ‘“‘We are not
a stop-and-go business ‘and
we cannot make our
decisions as if we were.”

pany

“We feel the decision
rendered by the Commission
was totally unjustified and
ignored the evidence
presented in the case which
indicated that the phone
company was entitled to
substantial additional
revenues,” McGowen said.

D.W. SNYDER, Northern
District Public Service
Commissioner, said last
week that the phone com-
“fell short in their
facts and evidence to justify
arate increase at this time,”

According to Snyder,
South Central Bell stated
three reasons for the rate

(See Phone Co., Page 2)







