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Local Roadblock
Nets Stolen Vehicle

Local law officers discovered a 1982 Cutlass which
had been stolen from Rocherster, N.Y., Monday during
a roadblock set up to check driver’s licenses and car
tags, according to Prentiss County Deputy Sheriff
Hubert Kitchens.

Highway Patrol Trooper Alfred Michael and other
officers were checking licenses at a roadblock just
south of Booneville on U.S. 45 when the Cutlass was
stopped.

Three juveniles from New York, two boys and a girl,
were in the vehicle, When they could produce no
driver’s license or vehicle registration, officers ran a
check on the car’s vehicle identification number. The
car proved to have been stolen from Rochester, N.Y.,
Kitchens said.

The juveniles will be released to the custody of their
parents, he said.

The trio were enroute to Louisiana, officers said.

Four Arrested In
Theft Of Push Mower

Four men were arrested Wednesday of last week and
charged with grand larceny in connection with the
theft of a push mower from Prichard’s Feed Mill on
U.S. 45 South:

Arrested were Stephen L. Moore, 23, Thomas E.
Byrd, 22, Danny Ray, 23, and Ronnie Howard, 25. All
four have been release on $2,200 bond each.

Assisting in the arrests were Booneville Police of-
ficers Glen Honeycutt and Eddie Miller and Prentiss
County Deputies Hubert Kitchens and Joe Shackelford.

Two Sentenced For

Probation Violations

Two local men received prison sentences during a
probation violation hearing last Friday.

Circuit Court Judge Fred Wicker sentenced Vaughn
Grizzard of Meadowview Heights, Booneville, to serve
a term of four years in prison. The sentence is in
connection with break-ins at the residences of Elaine
Pounds and Bill Haley, deputies said.

James Ellis “‘Bud” Young of Baldwyn was sentenced
to serve three years in prison in connection with two
break-ins at Coleman’s Bar-B-Q in Baldwyn, deputies
said.

Special Homecoming
Planned At Northeast

Homecoming at Northeast Junior College this year
will take on a different twist if all goes as alumni have
planned, according to Edna Drewry, secretary for
alumni affairs.

The Great Gatsby Homecoming, scheduled for
Saturday, Oct. 2, will feature an antique car show on
Cunningham Boulevard from 2 to 5 p.m., she said.

The idea of the car show, which was prompted by the
increasing number of antique car enthusiasts in the
area, has expanded to include a parade of the par-
ticipants around Keenum Stadium prior to the
presentation of the homecoming queen and her court.
As the participants pass the press box, they will be
indentified and a description of the automobiles will be
given for the expected crowd of 4,000.

“If 'enough owners choose to participate in the
parade, we hope to have them escort the homecoming
court onto the field,” Mrs. Drewry said.

Anyone interested in participating should contact the
Office of Alumni Affairs at 728-7751, ext. 298, for further
information. There is no entrance fee for participation.

Help Offered To

Small Businesses

During the first six months of the year, more
businesses have failed than in all of 1980.

In order to stem this trend, free business assistance
is being offered to small businesses in Prentiss County
through the Small Business Development Center
(SBDC), according to Raleigh Byars, director of the
Oxford SBDC subcenter..

The SBDC began operation in February 1980 to help
provide a wide range of management, training and
technical services to Mississippi’s small businesses.

“Our business is keeping small businesses in

business,” Byars said. “‘So far we haven'’t received too

many calls from Prentiss County.”

He said small business owners need only call the
SBDC for assistance and an SBDC representative will
visit the business, ‘‘We know in some instances it is
impossible for a small business owner to leave his
business; therefore, we’ll come to him."”

An SBDC satellite office will open on the Itawamba
Junior College campus Sept. 13. It will be open the
second and fourth Mondays of each month.

Small business seminars are scheduled to be held in
Booneville this fall, Byars said.

For more information about the center’s services,
call, toll-free, 1-234-2120 in Oxford, or 1-844-5625 in
Tupelo,

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

THE PRENTISS County
Board of Supervisors has
tentatively approved a
budget  totaling ap-
proximately $3 million for
the coming fiscal year.

Although this figure is up
from last year’s budget of
$2.6 million, the tax levy
will be down by about 4 mils
from this past year.

The extra revenue for the
budget will result from an
increase in the assessed

property evaluation, from a
slight increase im revenue
sharing funds ($324,163 this
year, $285,845 last year)
and from an increase in tax
revenue due to new growth,
the supervisors said
Tuesday. ;

The total tax levy is
expected to be 91.5 mils for
Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4 and
89.5 mils for District 5.
District 5 is the only district
not involved in the
repayment of disaster loans
dating back to 1972.

These milage rates are

Third Street Pro ject

City Board Votes To Extend R

During their regularly
scheduled monthly meeting
Tuesday night, the
Booneville Board of
Aldermen agreed to provide
enough funds to extend the
renovation of Third Street at
least beyond the  south
entrance of the city park.

The board had previously
approved a project which
would have completely
reworked Third Street from
the entrance at Kellwood
Company mnorth to ap-
proximately midway @ bet-
ween the two city park
entrances.

A contract was let to Mel
Tidwell of Booneville and
work began on the Third
Street project last week.

However, Street Com-
missioner Wade Lambert
told the other board
members Tuesday night
that the project has proven
fo be more costly than an-
ticipated. With the revenues
available, the work would
have to stop about 200 feet
short of the south entrance
to the park.

The project is being
financed with federal
monies matched with some
Jocal funds. The contract let
to Tidwell was for $154,500.
Lambert said federal funds
are available for up to
$211,000 if the city will put up
the additional matching
funds.

He said the city’s part of

expected to receive final
approval from the super-
visors next week. Last
year’s tax levy was 93.5
mills for Districts 2 and 5,
and 95.5 mills for Districts
1, 3 and 4.

THE COUNTY'’S budget,
tentatively approved last
Friday, is expected to
receive final approval next
week from the supervisors.

The - general county
budget shows a total of
$1,307,813.13 in disbur-
sements from the general

the $211,000 would be $53,000.

“We have $41,500. We'll
have to come up with the
rest,”” he said in asking the

board to approve the mat-

ching funds.

“] hate to stop 200 feet
short of the park entrance,”
Lambert said. “‘If we are
allocated additional money
next year (for the  Third
Street renovation), the work
would block both park en-
trances (if the present work
stops short of the en-
trance).”

The other board members
agreed with Lambert and
voted to provide additional
funding to continue the
renovation at least past the
southern entrance to the

fund, an increase of almost
$300,000 from last year’s
general budget allocation of
$1,008,630.

Budget figures for road
work in each district, as
well as revenue sharing and
debt service figures, are .
still incomplete, but should
be finalized by next week,
supervisors said Tuesday.

Most divisions in the
general fund show in-
creases from last year’s
budget allocations,

The largest increase,
$79,456, is in the allocation

park.

Alderman Charles Steen,
who presided over the
meeting in the absence of
Mayor Charles Crabb, told
the board that the police
department is short handed
and needs to hire two ad-
ditional policemen.

Steen, who also serves as
police commissioner,
recommended that the
board hire Joe Miller
Coggins, a radio dispatcher
with the Sheriff's Depart-
ment, as one of them. He
said the department is still
looking for someone who can
double up as both a police
officer and a dog catcher.

The board unanimously
approved Steen’s recom-

for sanitation and waste
removal. Last year’s
allocation for these services
was $105,544. This year,
$185,000 is allocated.

The second largest in-
crease is a $21,172.90 in-
crease in the budget for the
Sheriff’s Office. Last year
the Sheriff’s Office received
$172,946; this  year,
$194,118.90

However, this is still less
than the $234,266.90 figure
requested by Sheriff John
McCauley.

mendation.
Prentiss County Civil
Defense Director Bill

Prather appeared before the
board to ask that the city
predesignate a large
building for use by federal
and state authorities in the
event a disaster of some
type should occur here.

The board approved
Prather’s recommendation
that the West Side Park
community Center be
designated as the primary
site and that the East Side
Community Center be a
secondary site. In case
neither of these facilities
could be used, the Booneville
Fire Department would be
the third choice.

ONLY SEVEN divisions

in the general budget will
receive less money than <
last year: Justice Courts
are allocated $36,000, down -
$1,000 from last year; Civil
Defense, $8,121, down $257
from last year; Constables,
$2,600, down $50;
Booneville-Baldwyn  Air- -
port, $2,100, down $300; Pro
rata Welfare Expense,
$6,600, down $943:
Veteran’s Service, $7,800, .
down $1,178; and National

(See Supervisors, Page 2)

Marvin Burcham of the
Booneville Gas and Water
Department reported to the
board Tuesday night that the
city’s “‘water situation looks
gloomy."”

He said more water is
being used than ever before.
Some 46,568,000 gallons were
used last month, he said, and
that is down from the
amount used the previous
month.

However, Burcham ad-
ded, tests have indicated
that the water table in
Prentiss County is nof
falling as it is in Tupelo and
Iuka. “We’re just using
more water,”” he said.

(See City Board, Page 2)

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

loads of vegetables a day.
“Back then I'd wag a sack
of sweet potatoes all over

bought. The

made their living at home.
Now nearly all of it has to be
Farmer’s

Veteran Vegetable Vendor
Approves Of Farmers’ Market

husband,

Moore and their

Jerry Wayne
three
children on the Denson farm

Times have changed since
George Denson first began
selling vegetables in
Booneville almost 75 years
ago.

years-old when he first
started driving a wagon and
a pair of mules from his
home in New Site to
Booneville. “It took five
hours to get here,” Denson
remembers. ‘“Seems long

compared to the 15 minutes-

it takes me now.”

From 1908-1920 Denson
brought vegetables from the
farm via wagon to
Booneville to sell in front of
Booneville Hardware. His
brother, the late W.C.
Denson, also drove a wagon
load of vegetables to town to
be sold. In those days the
Densons sold two wagon

Denson, 82, was eight-

town for $1 a bushel. Now
they’re $6 a bushel,” he said.

Now Denson sells his
vegetables from the back of
his red Ford pickup parked
at the new Farmer’s Market
on North College Street in
Booneville.

“The Farmer’s Market is
the greatest thing,” Denson
says. ‘It will help producers
and users. People can come
by and buy the vegetables
cheaper and fresher. People
appreciate a reasonable
price. That’s the purpose --
to sell people fresh
vegetables at reasonable
prices. The Farmer's
Market will be twice as big
next year,” he predicts.

‘““More people buy
vegetables now. Back then
people grew nearly

everything they used. They

Market gives them a good
outlet for what they have to
buy.”

In the last five weeks,
Denson has missed only two
days of selling vegetables at
the Farmer’s Market. He
arrives there at 7:30
a.m. and stays until late
evening -- rain or shine,

“I've always been an
early stirrer and I go to bed
early to get my sleep. Not
many people my age think
about working. But I wanted
to help my daughter Loretta,
and her family get started in
the business of growing and
selling vegetables. They're
doing a wonderful job,” he
said,

Denson and his wife, the

former Lona Huggins of
Allen Line, live with their
daughter Loretta and her

in New Site.

Mr. and Mrs. Denson have
been married 56 years. They
are the parents of seven
children -- two boys and five
girls. “I have every in-
vestment I ever made,”
Denson says. ‘‘My best
investment is my seven
children.”

Denson remembers that
on his wedding day in 1926 he
borrowed $9 from a neighbor
to get married. ‘‘The
marriage license cost $3 and
I gave a neighbor $6 to take
us to Shiloh.”

“I married a girl who has
really been a wife. Ilove her
today like I did when I first
met her,” he said.

The Densons  were
married on a Sunday. The

(See Vegetable, Page 2)

George Denson







