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Jumpertown Moves To

Expand City Limits

The Jumpertown Board of Mayor and Aldermen are
proposing to expand the Jumpertown city limits about
a quarter of a mile east on Highway 4 to Pisgah Road
so the water pumps will be inside the city limits.

The proposed expansion would add about 13 more
homes to the city limits, Mayor C.D. Windham said.

Mayor Windham said further city limit expansion
would be discussed by the board at a later date.

A Chancery judge will hear the petition for the
proposed expansion of the city limits on Friday, Oct. 8,
at' 10 a.m. at the Prentiss County Courthouse.

Anyone desiring to protest the proposed expansion is
asked to be present on that day to register objections.

Kickoff
Tonight!

It’s that time of year
~again! Football season
starts tonight. For a
preview of the local teams
plus your favorite SEC
conference team, see the
special FOOTBALL °’82
section inside teday’s
Banner-Independent.

Murder Trial Held
In Lee County Court

The murder trial of a Booneville man charged with
the Oct. 28, 1981, fatal shooting of a Guntown lounge
owner began Tuesday in Lee County Circuit Court after
it had been delayed during two earlier court terms.

Stanley Larry Davis, 32, of Route 2, Booneville, faces
the murder charge in connection with the shooting
death of Wayne Watsow, »iw owned Seay’s Lounge.

According to the charges, Watson was found dead
shortly after he broke up a fight between Davis and
another man. After the fight, authorities said Davis left
Seay’s Lounge, and, at about 11:45 p.m., at least six
shots were fired through the front window of the
lounge.

One of the shots hit Watson in the right chest and
caused his death.

‘During testimony Tuesday, Faye Lindley of Gun-

town, a customer in Seay's Lounge, said the shooting
followed a fight that Davis had started with James
McMillan.

Ms. Lindley told jurors Davis and McMillan started
fighting near her table and that she moved away
because she didn’t want to see the fight. Because she
didn’t want to see the fight Ms. Lindley said she turned
her back and *the next thing she saw was Watson with
a gun and Davis backing up.

Ms. Lindley then testified that Watson’s wife, Sue,
after receiving a phone call about midnight, looked out
the window and said ‘Here comes Stanley.’ As soon as
she said that the shots were fired, Ms. Lindley said.

Bobby Scaggs of Jackson, another customer, con-

tradicted Ms. Lindley’s testimony saying that when
Mrs. Watson looked out the window she said ‘There he
is again.’

Davis’ trial was originally scheduled for the
February term of court but was continued after Davis’
attorney, John B. Farese, told the court his eyewitness,
Ray Alexander of Kilpatrick St., Baldwyn, was
scheduled for surgery the day the tna] was to begin.

The trial was postponed in June when Davis charged
he was beaten by another inmate inthe Lee County Jail
the night before the trial. The trial was continued by
Circuit Court Judge Fred Wicker after Davis com-
plained of severe headaches resulting from the jail
assault.

Education Forum Set

Sept. 7 In Oxford

A forum addressing education and economic
developmenth1551551pp1 will be held at 7 p.m. Sept 7
in Oxford at the Oxford High School.

Sponsored by the governor's office and concerned
citizens, the forum is one of eight meetings scheduled
across the state during September and October.

“Mississippi is in last place in per capita income
because we have too many underproductive, unskilled
and undereducated people,”” Gov. Winter said in an-
nouncing he will attend all eight forums. ‘“We,
therefore, cannot expect to progress economically
until we progress educationally.”

‘“The forums will give the citizens of Mississippi an
opportunity to be heard on the direction education and
economic development should take in our state,”” he
said. “I plan to make a maxiumum effort to pass
legislation on these crucial issues and hope everyone
will join me in this cause by attending the forums.”

Topics to be discussed at the forum include
educational finance, curriculum improvement, public
kindergartens, compulsory school attendance, ad-
ministrative efficiency, lay board of education
proposals and teacher standards and pay.

For additional information concerning education
and-or the forum, contact Avenell Cunningham, forum
coordinator for Prentiss County, at 728-7714 or the
Governor’s Service Line at 1-800-222-7622.

Opposition To Phone Rate Hike

Local Delegation Testifies In ac

A delegation of four
Prentiss Countians jour-
neyed to Jackson Tuesday to
testify in opposition to a
$98.2 million rate increase
proposed by South Central
Bell in Mississippi.

The request for the major
rate increase by the public
utility is currently being
considered by the state’s
Public Service Commission
and has produced an outcry
of protests not only from
Prentiss County but from
most other sections of the

Those speaking before the
hearing on behalf of Prentiss
Countians were Mayor
Charles Crabb, representing
the city of Booneville;
Stewart Vail, an appointed
representative of the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors; Doug Mansel],
representing the Prentiss
County Development
Association; and Billy
McCoy, State Represen-
tative for Prentiss and
Alecorn counties.

Rep. McCoy told the

missioners that the phone
company was basing their
request for the rate increase
on two basic criteria: The
phone company needs the
rate increase 1) to improve
the quality of service, and 2)
to provide an adequate
return to South Central Bell
stockholders for their in-
vestments. :
McCoy told the Com-
missioners that most of the
people he represents would
‘“rather have the present
service and be able to pay

are told are improvements.”

McCoy said the phone
company has been a
longtime respected com-
pany here, but ‘‘the people
are appalled that the rate
increase is as great as it is.”

‘“‘The people have no
sympathy for a monopoly
wishing to provide an 18
percent return on its in-
vestments,” he said. “Our
people who own their own
businesses expect no such
rate of return on their in-
vestments.”’

Commissioners about the
quality of service currently
being rendered to Booneville
residents by the phone
company, and, on the
humanistic side, how the
rate increase is affecting the
elderly and those with low
and-or fixed incomes in
Booneville and Prentiss
County.

The Mayor pointed out to
the Public Service Com-
missioners that people who
live in Booneville cannot
place a phone call to a

than six miles in any
direction without being
charged a long distance toll.

Crabb also cited personal
instances of how elderly and
low-income residents are
being adversely affected by
the rate increase.

PCDA executive director
Mansell presented to the
Public Service Commission
several letters as examples
of many received by the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association and other

state,

Public  Service Com-

for it than to have what they

Mayor Crabb spoke to the

destination that is greater (See Delegation, Page 2)

100th Birthday

“The Best Party I Ever Had!’

IT WAS BY far the biggest birthday party Lou Venia
McCreary ever had. And she’s been having them for a
long time. A hundred years, in fact.

Mrs. McCreary was born Aug. 18, 1882, just a few
miles north of where she now resides, about 10 miles
east of Booneville.

The huge birthday party, held in Booneville’s West
Side Community Center, attracted hundreds of friends
and relatives from as far south as Florida and as far
north as Illinois. Most of them came loaded with
enough food and drink to feed themselves and several
others.

All of Mrs. McCreary s four living children were
present -- Myron McCreary of Corinth, "Lester M-
Creary of Booneville, Jusie Brown of Atlanta, and, also
of Booneville, Esta Scott, with whom Mrs. McCreary
lives. Some 14 grandchildren were also present, along
with 21 of her great-grandchildren and three [great-
great-grandchildren.

Mrs. McCreary had four other children, all of 'whom
have passed away. Ilene Huddleston died in March 1955
as the result of an automobile accident; Milton
McCreary died in July 1967; and two other children
died in infaney.

Mrs. McCreary lost her hushand in 1956 -- they had
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1951.

COUSINS, NEPHEWS AND nieces spanning five
generations helped fill the community center to
capacity Sunday, Aug. 22. They sang ‘‘Happy Bir-
thday” and ‘“‘Amazing Grace,”’ Mrs. McCreary’s
favorite religious hymn, and made her “‘happy as a
dead pig in the sunshine” (one of her favorite ex-
pressions). ;

While this may have been the largest, family
gatherings in honor of Mrs. McCreary’s birthday have
been going on for some time now.

began holding ‘‘open house” parties for “Grandma”
McCreary in 1972, on her 90th birthday.

. She was in excellent health at that time and startled
a number of folks by riding on a motorcycle with her
grandson, Wayne ‘McCreary of Booneville.

Later years were celebrated with plane rides with

- another grandson, Billy Ray McCreary of Corinth.
Gene McCarthy of the Booneville - Baldwyn Airport
has also given Mrs. McCreary several plane rides -
and she has enjoyed them all.

IN 1977 MRS. McCreary fell and broke a hip while
playing with a great-grandson. Ever since, she has
needed assistance in waiking, but she still hkes i:o visit
-and be visited by {riends,

She loves to be surrounded by people and the ammal
birthday parties have been delights to her. The more
people who show up, the better she likes it.

As the celebrations became more popular every
year, space to hold them became a problem. So, for the
last three years, invitations were limited to relatives
only.

Still, friends and neighbors would drop by to wish her
well and a happy birthday,

But this year’s| celebration was a super special oc-
casion. For her 100th birthday, Mrs. McCreary insisted
on inviting everyone. And almost everyone came!

The frail, but happy centenarian satin a lounge chair
in front of a mammoth, multi-tiered birthday cake
(baked by granddaughter Linda Springer) and greeted
every well-wisher with a smile and a hug or a hand-
shake,

It took four hours to get through the ceremony. She
was exhausted by the time the last visitor left -- but she

“could still smile,

“It was the best party I ever had,” she said, tears of

Jjoy welling up in her eyes. “I'm already looking for-

Mrs. Lou Venia McCreary

Her two daughters, Esta Scott and Josie Brown,

ward to the next one!”

Three Escape Prentiss County Jail, Are Recaptured

Three men who escaped
from unlocked cells at the
Prentiss County  Jail
Monday morning were
recaptured within two hours
of their escape, according to
Sheriff John McCauley.

Aubrey Nichols, 58, of 203
Smith St., Booneville, Bobby
Roach, 45, of West Point,
and Jeff Williams, 20, of
Prentiss County, escaped

from jail at 4 a.m, Monday,
he said.

According to McCauley,
one cell door had been left
unlocked. ““I don’t know who
left the door unlocked,” he
said.

McCauley said David
‘Bud’ Young and Williams
left their cell, and took the
keys which were hanging on
the wall by the dispatcher’s

radio to unlock the other
cell.

After unlocking Nichols’
and Roaches’ cell, Williams,
Nichols and Roach unlocked
the back door at the jail and
fled on foot, taking the keys
with them. Young did not
escape.

Dispatcher Randy Tolar
was out of the radio room in
another section of the jail at

Local Career Ed Program

Used As Model For Others

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The Booneville Separate
School District’s Career
Education Program was so
successful last year, that it
was used as a model for
other schools in the state
who plan to implement
similar career education

programs.
Mrs. Linda Clifton, BHS
counselor and career

education coordinator, was
in Jackson last week to
present the career education
program used at Booneville
for superintendents, prin-
cipals and career project

coordinators who received
grants for their own career
education programs,
Last year Booneville
separate school district
received two  career
education grants from the
State Department of
Education. A $1,000 grant
was used to purchase
project materials and
resource materials for the
library. A $5,000 grant was
used for an inservice
training program for
teachers, Mrs. Clifton said.
. Last week in Jackson, Dr.
James Parkman of the State
Department of Education
said he could not believe all

the Booneville district had
accomplished in their career
education program in just
one year, Mrs. Clifton said.

“He said we had ac-
complished more with ‘a
small amount of money than
any of the districts in the
state,” she said.

Some 600 students in
grades 1-6 at the elementary
and middle schools par-
ticipated in the program.

The teachers discussed
careers with the students.
Then the students in-
terviewed people in the
community and reported to

(See Career Ed, Page 2)

the time of the escape. Joel
Credille, a former trusty,
who had been working as
janitor at the jail, was in
charge of locking the cells
following visiting hours
Sunday, McCauley said.
Credille was released from

. work Monday, McCauley

said. _
The men were caught on
foot in Booneville. Nichols

and Roach were ap-
prehended by 5:45 a.m. on
Cherry Street by Sheriff

McCauley and Highway
Patrolman Mancil Pruitt.
Williams was apprehended
by 6:07 a.m. by Deputy Jim
Ross near the Cream Castle.

Nichols was being held in
jail for arson, burglary, and
carrying a concealed

Linda Clifton and Career Ed Poster

weapon. Williams and
Roach were both in jail on
grand larceny charges.

Nicheols, Roach and
Williams were charged with
jailbreak. Young will be
charged with accessory to
jailbreak, authorities said.

There were 12 prisoners in
jail when the escape oc-
curred.






