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Charges Dropped
In J'town B&E

Breaking and entering charges have been dropped
against a Prentiss County man who was arrested last
week in connection with a break-in at the Cardinal Cafe
in Jumpertown, according to Prentiss County Deputy
Jim Ross.

Investigating officers said the glass in the front door
of the cafe was broken some time Monday night of last
week and two boxes of gum, a box of cigarette lighters,
and half a box of potato chips were stolen.

Billy Baygents, 19, of Route 3, Rienzi, was arrested
Tuesday of last week and charged with breaking and
entering in connection with the incident. However,
these charges were dropped after Baygents paid for
the cafe’s damaged door, Deputy Ross said.

Baygents reportedly admitted to accidentally
breaking the glass in the door. He said he had dropped
a friend off at the cafe and as he was leaving rocks
thrown up by his car tires hit the door, breaking the
glass.

However, he reportedly claimed no knowledge of the
items taken from the store.

No further arrests have been made in that case or in
a case involving vandalism at the new People’s Bank
branch office in Jumpertown,

On the same night as the break-in at the Cardinal
Cafe, three windows were broken out at the bank
branch office. Damage was estimated to be about $300,
according to police reports.

City Judge Says
Pay Tickets Or Else

Anyone receiving a citation from the Booneville
Police Department should either pay the fine or appear
in court on the date indicated on the ticket. Otherwise,
they will have to pay an additional $32 fine for con-
tempt of court, City Judge Billy Sartin said Tuesday.

According to Sartin, a number of tickets have been
issued recently on which the fines were not paid nor did
those ticketed appear in court to face the charges.
Because of this, the $32 fine for contempt of court will
be enforced, he said.

Anyone receiving a ticket can pay the fine at the
police department or, if he desires, he can appear in
court for a hearing, Sartin said.

The date a person should appear in court if he wants
a hearing is indicated on the citation. City court is held
every Monday at 3:30 p.m. in the courtroom located
downstairs at the City Hall.

Baldwyn Man
Charged In Shooting

A Baldwyn man has been arrested and charged with
aggravated assault in connection with a Sunday
shooting incident in which his son-in-law was shot in
the face with a 20-gauge shotgun.

Arthur Henry, 70, faces the charges that were filed
against him by his son-in-law, Jerry Partain of
Baldwyn, according to Lee County Investigator Tim
Gillentine.

Partain was shot in the face during a domestic
quarrel at about 9 a.m. Sunday, he said.

Partain was taken to North Mississippi Medical
Center where he was treated and released Sunday.

Henry has been released on a $5,000 bond.

New County Forester

Named For Prentiss

Robert Thornton, 29, a
native of Ripley, has been
named as the newPrentiss
County Forester.

Thornton replaces John
Stuart who has assumed a
similiar position in Clay
County.

Thornton, who aitended
Northeast Junior College,
received a degree in
forestry from Mississippi
State ‘University. He has
worked with various
timber companies . in
Prentiss County for the last
four years.

He and his wife Kathy are the parents of one
daughter, Jennifer, who is one year old. Mrs. Thornton
is employed at the Booneville hospital as a Registered
Nurse.

The Thorntons reside on Elm Street in Booneville,

ROBERT THORNTON

The first confirmed case
of rabies in Prentiss County
in approximately 20 years
occurred last week when a
rabid bat was found near
New Site, according to
Booneville veterinarian Dr.
Harold B. Kirk.

The bat did not bite
anyone. It had flown onto a
porch at a residence in New
Site where it was shot and
taken to the Prentiss County
Health Department. The
remains were sent to the
State Board of Health
labratory where tests

State’s Low-Interest Mortage Loans Are Goi

A  multi-million-dollar
bond issue last week by the
Mississippi Housing Finance
Corporation could provide a
shot in the arm for the home
building  industry in
Mississippi by providing
low-interest mortgage loans
to many people who are
interested in building new
homes.

However, local realtors

- Back In School

abid

 Fourth grader Bryant Gargus gets back into the swing of
thiigs at Hill's Chapel Scheol Tuesday as tindents fram
seme of the other classes at the school take advaﬁtage of the
first piay period of the year (inset). Students and teachers in

confirmed the bat had
rabies, said Greg Geno of
the Prentiss County Health
Department.

Dr. Kirk said he does not
feel the situation warrants a
general panic, but that
people should be aware of
the possibility of other in-
fected animals. ,

“We don’t know if this is
an isolated case,” he said.
“But people need to be
aware that the rabies virus
is present in the county.
People have gotten lax in
having their pets vac-

indicate they expect the
money available for
Prentiss County to go fast

and to provide for the.

building of relatively few
homes.

The Mississippi Housing
Finance Corporation was
established by the
Mississippi Legislature fo
help combat high-interest
mortage rates.

ound In Prentiss

Veterinarian Says,
‘No Cause For Panic.’

cinated. This should en-
courage them to have their
pets vaccinated ~ dogs as
well as cats.”

Dr. Kirk said the best
precaution people can take
is fo stay away from bats
and have their pets vac-
cinated. ;

The $127.5 million
resulting last week’s bond
sale will be distributed
statewide through banks,
savings and loans, and other
financial institutions to help
some 2,800 Mississippians
purchase homes with
mortage loans at an interest
rate of 12%; percent.

In order to recieve a
mortage lean at this rate,

Rabies is practically
endemic in bats, he said.
“This doesn't mean they’ll
start biting, but evervone
needs to be more conscious
of bats and avoid them.”

Rabid bats have been
reported in every state
except Hawaii. They have

applicants must meet
requirements established by
the federal government. For
instance, family income
cannot exceed $35,000 (plus
$1,000 for each family
member). Also, the ap-
plicant for the loan must not
have owned a home within
the past three years.

Forty of the state’s 82
counties have been

been the source of rabies
infection for at least 10
human cases of rabies in the
U.S.

Bats should be eliminated
from houses and surroun-
ding structures to prevent
direct association with
people. Such structures
should then be made bat-
proof by sealing routes of
entrance with screen or
other means.

If an animal is suspected
of having rabies, a test must
be performed on the
animal’s brain. ‘‘People

designated as ‘“‘targeted”
areas in this program,
meaning there will be more
money available for these
low-interest loans in those
counties. None of the
counties in Northest
Mississippi are among the
targeted areas.

As a non-targeted area,
Prentiss County borrowers
are elibible for a maximum

the Prentiss County schools hegan classes Monday. Those in
the city schools had a couple ¢
registration being held yesterdpy andiioday. Classes hegin
at the city schools tomorrow. (Photos by Ken Christian)
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shouldn’tshoot the animal in
the head - if they do it will
be impossible to check for
rabies,” Dr. Kirk said. “The
brain must be intact for the
tests.”

Dogs are man’s main
source of infection.
However; other warm
blooded animals such as
cats, horses, cattle, goats,
sheep, foxes, skunks; and
bats may be infected with
rabies and spread it,

Rabies is caused by a
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of $59,130 for new homes or
$42,300 if they are pur-

chasing a previously owned
home.

All three Booneville banks
are participating in the
program and report that a
number of Prentiss Coun-
tians are interested.

Junior Roper of the F

.
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(See State’s, Page 12)

Custodian For 19 Years

‘Courthouse Seems Like Home’

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

When Sam Frank English
was hired as custodian of the
Prentiss County Courthouse
he figured it was a four year
job. That was 19 years ago.

“I never dreamed of
staying 19 years,” English
said. “Now the courthouse
seems like home.”

But, come the first of the
year that will change
because English plans to
retire because of health
reasons.

During his 19 years as
custodian at the courthouse,

English has seen a lot of
elected officials come and
go. Through it all he has
remained friends with
everyone, he says.

“1 like everyome and I
think they like me. Getting
along with everybody is
easier than raising cane all
the time.” :

English, a Jumnpertown
native, was a deputy sheriff
for four years when George
Rutherford was sheriff. He
continued farming until he
was hired as custodian. He
and his wife, Lynn, live on
Wheeler Drive in Booneville.
They have two sons and four

grandchildren.
English, who will be 64 on
QOct. 9, arrives at the

courthouse between 5 and
5:30 a.m. every week day.

‘He likes to get his work

finished before the crowd
arrives. When 4 p.m. rolls
around it's time for him to
go home. “I enjoy getting
here early and I enjoy
getting away early,” he
laughs.

When he started working
in the courthouse, he knew
practically everyone who
came in the front door. That
isn’t so any more.

“It’s not like the old days.

The government has so
many out-of-towners
working in  different
programs now who come to

the courthouse. It used to be:

the same old crew who came
in the old days.”

English recalls the times
when the Prentiss County
courtroom would be filled
with spectators who had
come fo town to watch the

, goings on while court was in

session.

“But the old timers have
passed away,”’ he says.
“Now most of the folks in the

(See Custodian, Page 12)
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