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Union Election Is

Today, Not Last Week

There will be an election at Schweiger Industries
today to determine whether or not workers at the plant
will endorse the Upholstery Workers’ Union,

The headline in a story about the election in last
week’s Banner-Independent incorrectly stated that the
election was to have been last Thursday. However, the
date listed in the story itself was correct.

An election for the Teamsters Union earlier this year
at the same Booneville furniture manufacturing
company was defeated by voters at the plant.

Three Arrested For
Factory Break-In

Three Prentiss County men have been arrested in
connection with a break-in that occurred two weeks
ago at Jordan Industries in Booneville, according to
the Booneville Police Department.

Arrested Monday, July 26, and charged with
breaking and entering were James McGee, 23, Willie
McGee, 20, and George Burress, 19, all of Prentiss
County.

The break-in eccurred sometime during the weekend
of July 24. A cigarette machine and seven vending
machines were broken into.

A $10,000 bond was set for each of the three men
charged in connection with the break-in. Both McGees
were released from jail Thursday of last week on bond.
Burress remained in the city jail as of Monday.

Prentiss Countian

Found Innocent

A former Prentiss County man was found innocent
by a federal grand jury in Aberdeen Monday of a
charge of interstate transportation of a stolen motor
vehicle and concealing and disposing of the vehicle.

A jury of eight women and four men deliberated
about three hours Monday before acquitting David
Winfield, 23, of Jackson, Al Morton, assistant U.S.
Attorney said Wednesday morning.

Winfield was indicted by a federal grand jury earlier
this year. The first count of the indictment charged
that on Nov. 18, 1981, he transported a stolen 1977
Chevrolet pickup from Memphis to Lee County. The
second count charged he concealed and disposed of the
pickup, knowing the vehicle to have been stolen.

Seven witnesses testified during the trial Monday.
U.S. District Judge L.T. Senter Jr. presided.

Winfield was represented by Booneyville attorney Joe
Ray Langston.

TVA Director
To Talk With Public

Tennessee Valley Authority Director S. David

Freeman will answer telephone calls from the public
on the agency’s toll-free Citizen Action Line from 1 to 2
p.m. today.

TVA began the Citizen Action Line in October 1978 so
that the public could obtain answers to questions about
TVA activities and offer comments and suggestions on
agency programs. Calls are normally answered by
specially trained information coordinators, but TVA
management personnel frequently take calls as one
way of keeping in contact with public comments and
concerns about TVA.

The TVA board of directors currently have under
advisement a 4.4 percent rate increase recommended
two weeks ago by the TVA staff.

.The TVA Citizen Action toll-free number for
residents of Mississippi is 1-800-251-9242.

J’town Tax Collections

Show Major Decrease

Sales tax collections in June 1982 for the City of
Jumpertown were down by almost half the amount
reported during the same month last yea# Collections
for the City of Booneville increased approximately 3.5
percent during the same period.

According to information from the State Tax
Commission, Jumpertown reported sales tax collec-
tions of $972.04 in June 1981, This figure fell $441.38 to
total $530.66 in June of this year, a drop of ap-
proximately 45.4 percent.

Booneville reported total collections of $46,577.40 for
June of this year, up by $1,552.71 from the June 1981
figure of $45,024.69.

Sales Tax Collections during June 1982 for other
selected towns and cities follow, with June 1981 figures
in parenthesis:

Ashland $4,263.17 ($6,345.32); Baldwyn $21,942.88
($22,308.60) ; Blue Mountain $3,401 ($4,023.14); Corinth
$113,496.45 ($109;047.57); Dumas $190.72 ($240.55);
Falkner $2,147.59 ($1,320.79); Fulton $26,562.20
($26,052.10); Hickory Flat $1,572.27 ($1,852.62);
Houston $30,370.26 ($29,478.16);

Tuka $26,400.48 ($27,323.67); New Albany $53,433.63
($53,653.97); Oxford $78,888.57 ($77,214.78); Pontotoc
$41,038.85 ($35,786.63); Ripley $36,693.83 ($35,897.43);
Senatobia $46,133.05 ($38,167.85); Walnut $7,675
($5,891.56); Water Valley $21,360.11 ($20,429.21);
Winona $30,531.53 ($32,864.40).

Against Tax Assessor

Hearing Date Set For Lawsui

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A lawsuit filed by the
Prentiss County Board of
Education against Tax
Assessor-Collector  Danny
Childers is scheduled to be
heard at 10 a.m. Friday,
Aug. 13, in Prentiss County
Chancery Court.

The suit was filed in the
Jocal Chancery Court on
March 11 of this year by the
county school board’s at-
torney, Roy O. Parker of
Tupelo. The hearing date
was set July 28 by Chan-
cellor Fred P. Wright.

The legal action on the
part of the county school

board stemms frem the

separation in 1980 of the
Booneville schools from the
Prentiss County School
District and involves funds
which the school board says
should have been collected
by Childers from city
property owners in 1980.

The county school board
claims that, according to
state law, any taxable real
property must be made a
part of a school district prior
to June 1 of any year for that
district to be entitled to the
taxes for that year.

e

By Area Opponents

Since the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District did not take effect
until July 1, 1980, the county
school board claims they are
entitled to the school taxes
that should have been
collected from city residents
that year.

The suit says that as tax
collector and assessor,
Childers “failed and refused
to collect the taxes as
provided by law and he has
thereby deprived Plantiffs
of property to which they are
entitled. . .

The county school board
claims that Childers’ owes

them $137,408 in uncollected
taxes. Childers’ bonding
company, United States
Fidelity & Guaranty, has
also been named as a
defendant in the case.

The suit asks the court to
(1), enjoin Childers to
“assess, collect and pay
over the monies due and
owing to the Prentiss County
Board of Education for
1980”’; (2) render judgement
against United States
Fidelity &  Guaranty
Company for the sum of
$106,000; (3) render
judgement against Childers
for the total amount of taxes

due the Prentiss County
Board of Education; and (4)
tax all costs of the case
against both defendants.

In answer to the school
board’s suit, Childers at-
torney, Thomas Keenum of
Booneville, maintains that
the county school board has
no legal sta.ding to bring
the suit because of a state
law. which says no arm or
agency of the state govern-
ment shall bring or defend a
suit against another such
arm or agency without prior
written approval of the
Attorney General.

In his answer, Childers

also maintains that county
school officials knew he was
not required to tax property .
within the newly-formed city
school district.

Childers says that in. an
assessment made on Sept. 2,
1980, the Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors
specifically excluded the
assessed -evaluation of
property of separate school
distriets.

On that same day,
Childers claims, county
superintendent of Education
Lex Cain, one of the plain-

(See Hearing Date, Page 2)

- Comments Requested On Phone Rate Increase

Several Prentiss Coun-
tians plan to turn the tables
on South Central Bell and
“reach out and touch” the
Public Service Commission
when they meet to consider
the telephone company’s
recent increase in local
service rates.

And if they can’t do it with
facts and figures, they hope
to do it with emotions.

One way they plan to do
that is to go to the PSC
meeting -- scheduled in
Jackson for Aug. 30, 31 and
Sept. 1 -- armed with as
many statements as possible
from Prentiss Countians
expressing their views of the
phone company’s rate in-
crease.

PLANNING TO attend the

meeting to speak on behalf
of Prentiss Countians are
Stewart Vail, Prentiss
County Development
Association Executive
Director Doug Mansell,
Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb, and State
Representative Billy Mec-
Coy.

Vail has been named by
the Prentiss County Board of

Supervisors to represent
them at the hearing, and
Mansell will appear as a
representative of PCDA.
These four, along with
Board of Supervisors
President J.P. Davis, met in
Booneville Friday fo discuss
strategy for their ap-
pearance at the meeting,
They are asking for all
Prentiss Countians to

Union Organizers Arrested For

Obstructing Traffic At Local Plant

_Two men, apparently
involved in efforts to
organize a union, were
arrested by the Booneville
Police Department last
week in front of a local in-
dustry and charged with
obstructing traffic and with
disorderly conduct for
failure to obey a law officer.

The two men, who were

handing out literature to
employees of Schweiger
Industries, had traffic
backed up on American
Avenue all the way from Old
Highway 45 to Schweiger’s
parking lot, according to
Police Chief Bobby Lam-
bert.

Chief Lambert said he had

warned the men twice to

stop creating traffic
problems.

Michael J. Walch and
Robert Beck, neither of
whom are local residents,
were arrested July 28. Each
was released on $1,000 bond
the same day.

Walch and Beck were
apparently handing out
literature in support of the

Upholstery Workers’ Union
which has petitioned for an
election at Schweiger.
However, Chief Lambert
said he did not know what
was contained ‘in the
literature being distributed
by the two men.

The union election is

(See Union, Page 14)

Booneville Declines Gas Franchise

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff reporter

During Tuesday night’s
regularly scheduled board
meeting, the Booneville
Board of Mayor and
ajderman said they have
declined the gas franchise to
the city of Jumpertown.

Jumpertown residents
okayed an ordinance July 20

granting a franchise to the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association and the
city of Booneville which

supplies electricity and

natural gas to the citizens of
Jumpertown.

Both the power company
and the city say they had the
right to operate and sell
within the town before
Jumpertown was  in-

_ corporated.

Booneville City Attorney
Gene Gifford said,
“Booneville is not fighting
Jumpertown. We're
cooperating. They can’t
grant us something we
already have.”

“Under the ordinance they
adopted, if we don’t want the
franchise, we just have to
say we don’t want it

Gifford said. The city had
declined it twice, he said.
Concerning the situation,
Jumpertown Mayor C.D.
Windham said Wednesday
morning, “I have nothing to
say because I don't fully
understand lawyer terms.”
Jumpertown Board attorney
Tommy Cadle was out-of-

(See Booneville; Page 2)

submit written statements
giving their feelings on the
rate increase.

“We wanted to meet,”
Vail said, ‘“‘to discuss the
situation because I felt that,
as an appointed represen-.
tative of the Board of
Supervisors, I needed some
input from the people over
the county.”

“We wanted some way to

get across to the people that
we need to hear from them,”’
he said. “We want
statements we can take to
the PSC to show the true
feelings of the people on this
matter.”

VAIL SAID the PSC has
retained experts to gather

(See Comments, Page 14)

CARL SARTIN

Martin’s administration.

interest, Most people who

R e L

Heart Attack

Claims Lawman

William Carl Sartin, 44,
investigator for the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department, died of an
apparent heart attack
while at work Friday af-
ternoon, July 30.

Sartin had served as an
investigator for the
sheriff’s department for
over two years. Prior to
that he had worked as
investigator for nine
months ‘in 1980 for the
Booneville " Police
Department and had also
worked as deputy sheriff

for about two years during former Sheriff Ralph

“It’s going fo be next to impossible to replace
Carl,” Sheriff John McCauley said this week. “He
contributed a lot to the success we’ve had in sending
thieves and drug dealers to the penitentiary.”

“Carl was a good investigator. He had the talent and

talked to him had a lot of

(See Heart Attack, Page 2)







