‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

@he Banner - Independent

Vol. 85 Number 22

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, July 29, 1982

Phone 728-6214

34 Pages

25 Cents

=~ Roundup

Union Election Set

Today At Schweiger

Organizers for the Upholstery Workers’ Union have
petitioned Schweiger Industries in Booneville for an
election to establish the union at the factory.

This will be the second union election of the year for
the local furniture manufacturing plant.

Teamsters Local 667 of Memphis organized an
election at Schweiger in February of this year. That
union effort was defeated in an election that involved
only about 15 of the company’s employees.

The election organized by the Upholstery Workers’
Union will involve a considerably larger percentage of
the plant’s employees. The election will be held next
Thursday, Aug. 5.

City And County Tax
Deadlines Near

The tax deadline for property owners in Booneville
and Prentiss County is drawing near.

Booneville City Clerk June Hutcheson is urging all
city land owners to pay their property taxes before the
September deadline, Prentiss County Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers is doing the same for county
property owners.

Both the city and the county are empowered to sell at
auction any land on which the taxes have not been paid
by the deadline.

In mid-August the city and the county will begin
running in The Banner-Independent a list of names of
those who have not paid their property taxes. To avoid
having their names appear on these lists, property
owners should see that their taxes are paid.

Gov. Winter Tours

Tenn-Tom In Area

Gov. William Winter last week made a four-hour tour
of the Divide Cut section of the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway in Prentiss and Tishomingo counties and
reaffirmed his full support for efforts to complete the
232-mile waterway at the earliest possible date.

Winter called it “‘out of the question’ to stop con-
struction of the waterway and said he will continue to
work with Sen. John Stennis, Rep. Jamie Whitten and
other congressional leaders in an effort to insure
continued funding for the project.

“It ig time for the federal government to say with a
tone of finality that we are going to finish the water-
way,” Winter said. “Once the government does this
investors will not hesitate to come into the area and we
will see significant economic development.”

The governor noted that it would be ‘“ludicrous” to
halt the project now because it would cost much more
to reclaim the land than to finish the waterway.

Winter was accompanied on his tour of the Divide
Cut by engineers with the Corps of Engineers. He also
inspected work on the Bay Springs Lock and Dam.

Family Planning
Clinic Available Here

A variety of family planning services are available
to local residents at the Prentiss County Health
Department.

Family planning clinics are held there weekly, ac-
cording to Coordinating Nurse Mabel Nelson.

‘“The Health Department offers family planning
services to anyone, regardless of age, marital status or
financial situation,” Mrs. Nelson said. ‘‘These services
are provided on a strictly confidential basis.”

Services available in the family planning program
include medical examinations, education and coun-
seling regarding reproduction, contraceptive follow-
up, treatment of contraceptive-related emergencies,
infertility services and referrals for other health
problems. ;

“The Board of Health established this program to
provide services of high quality within an atmosphere
which respects the privacy and dignity of the in-
dividual,” Mrs. Nelson said. ‘‘Presently, we have over
656 persons taking part in the program.”

“The greatest advantage of our family planning
service is preventing undesired pregnancies when a
family cannot support or handle another child,” she
said. “‘Infant mortality is also reduced. Also, we have
found several cases of cervical cancer that would have
gone undetected because the patient would not have
gone to a physician for an examination.”

For more information about the family planning
program, contact the Prentiss County Health

Department at 728-3518.

it
Artist At Work

Gay Armstrong of the Altitude Community pauses momentarily {6 contemplate the near-
complete results of her artistic efforts to reproduce a typical scene from rural Prentiss
County. Having graduated from Booneville High School and attended Northeast Junior
College, Gay is a senior at Mississippi State University, majoring in commercial art. She
says she particularly enjoys painting dogs in oils. Gay is the daughter of Bob and Doris
Armstrong. (Photo by Tim Rowland)

Below National Norm

Little League

Football Program

‘Being Organized

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Little League football is
about to become a reality in
Prentiss County.

Organizers plan to meet
this Sunday afternoon with
the parents of any kids in-
terested in participating in
the program.

“I think it (Little League
football) will be the best
thing that ever happened to
my program -- and to the
program in the county,”
Booneville High School
football coach Charles
“‘Doc”’ Gullett told
organizers at a meeting
Monday night at the First
Bank in Booneville.

Gullett and a number of
other local school and city
officials were invited to
attend the meeting to ex-
press their ideas about
establishing the program.

The . Booneville Blue
Devils ended the season last
year with a 3-7 record. The
year before the Devils
finished at 2-8.

Several local ‘‘armchair
quarterbacks’’ have, at least
partially, attributed the
Devii's pior | howing to the
fact that some players had
not been taught the fun-
damentals of the game
sufficiently hefore they
entered the high school
program,

Some feel the Little
League program may solve

v

this problem in the/future.

According to/ Doug
Mansell, chairman of the
organizing committee, the
Little League football
program will be designed to
teach basic fundamentals of
the game to the kids and to
assure that each child has an
opportunity to play.

‘I'think it will be
the best thing
thatever
happened
tomy program.’

-~ Coach Gullett

“Every boy who attends a
majority of the practice
sessions will be assured of at
least one full quarter of
game time per game,” he
said.

All-Stars will not be
selected in the program, he
added.

Mansell was appointed
chairman o) the orgunizing
committe at Monday night’s
meeting. He and other
members of the organizing
committee will meet with
interested parents at 2 p.m.
Sunday at the West Side
Community Center to ex-
plain the program and to

answer any guestions.

The Little League football
program will be open to all
Prentiss County boys --
regardless of which school
they attend -- between the
ages of 7 and 12. The league
will be divided into two age
divisions, with separate
teams for those of the ages 7-
9 and those aged 10-12.

In order to be eligible to
play, a child must have
completed the first grade,
but cannot yet be in the
seventh grade. The cut-off
date for ages will be Sept. 1
each year, Mansell said.

Registration for par-
ticipation in the program
will be held from 10 a.m. to
noon the two Saturdays
(Aug. 7 and Aug. 14)
following the meeting with
the parents. The registration
will be held at the West Side
Community Center.

A copy of the child’s birth
certificate and a $15
registration fee will be
requiréd of each child at the
time of registration.

The league will furnish all
equipment for the players,

_inciuding approved helmets,
“shoulder pads, game jerseys

and pants. Each participant
must furnish his own shoes.

On Monday, Aug. 16, the
kids participating will meet
at the West Side baseball
field to be assigned to a
team. Organizers are hoping

(See Liitle League, Page 2)

- Local Child Abuse Cases Are Rare

With the nation’s high rate
of unemployment and other
economic woes, a number of
Welfare Departments
across the nation say the
number of child abuse cases
being reported are in-
creasing as some parents
apparently take out their
frustrations on  their
children.

Fortunately, this does not
seem to be a major problem
in Prentiss County at this
time.

In Prentiss County last
year there was only one
substantiated case of child
abuse and approximately 10
cases of child neglect, ac-
cording to social workers at
the Prentiss County Welfare

Department.

These figures are
relatively low when com-
pared to statistics con-
cerning child abuse or
neglect cases in surrounding
counties, according to Joe
Hill, Prentiss County
Welfare Director.

‘“Either this is because we
don’t have child abuse or
neglect cases or they aren’t
being reported,” Hill said.

In the substantiated child
abuse case which occured
last year, the child had been
beaten. However, it: was not
proven who actually was
responsible for beating the
child, said social worker
Pauia Lee.

In 1981, the Mississippi

Under Proposed Hike

Department of Publie
Welfare dealt with 305 abuse
cases, 950 neglect cases and
202 abuse-neglect cases.

The Welfare Department
has the responsibility, under
the law, to investigate
reports of child abuse or
neglect.

When the Prentiss County
Welfare Department
receives a call reporting
possible child abuse or
neglect, there are three case
workers who investigate the
situation.

If the reported child abuse
or neglect appears to be
true, the social worker
counsels with the parents or
the child’s caretaker to try
to remedy the situation, Hill

Local Electric Bill
Increases To Be Small

Homeowners served by
the Tennessee Valley

Authority will pay less than.

$2 extra per month for
electricity under a 4.4
percent rate increase
recommended last Friday
by the TVA staff.

Congressional aides who
were briefed Thursday on
TVA's plans said the rate
increase could have been 7.8
percent but TVA officials
used $140 million in surplus
money to reduce the in-
crease.

TVA Manager of Power
Hugh Parris recommended
the 4.4 percent rate increase
at a special meeting Friday
at the agency's twin-tower
headglifrteld in Khexville.

Parris said budget
reductions, including
manpower cutbacks and
deferral of nuclear units,
planned in recent weeks in
the fiscal year 1983 budget
had reduced the wholesale
rate increase needed to
COVer revenue requirements
for the year to the 7.8 per-
cent figure. This is below the
10 percent maximum set as
a goal earlier by the TVA
board.

Under the proposed 4.4
percent rate hike, om Oct. 2
the electric bill of 4
residential customer using
1,000 kilowatthours would go
up $1.91, from $4567 to
$47.58, Parris said.

ThHe board of direetsrs

took the recommendation
under advisement for public
comment. They will vote on
the increase at a meeting on
Aug. 25.

If approved, this would be
the lowest increase since
August 1970 when a 2.5
percent rate hike was ap-
proved. That was when the
agency embarked on an
expensive 17-reactor
program. Basic home
electric bills were under $13
a month then.

At Friday's meeting,
Parris also recommended
that the board permanently
abandon four partially
completed atomic reactors

(Bee TVA, Page 2)

said.

If the situation does not
improve it may be
necessary for the child to be
placed in a foster home--
which is a last resort
measure, he said.

Based on Mississippi’s
1980 statistics, the average
age of an abused or
neglected child is 7-years-
old. In the majority of the
cases, one or both parents
were the perpetrators.

Cases are reported more
frequently by relatives,
Most of the cases involved
children that were deprived
of basic necessities like food
and clothing or who lacked
supervision, Hill said.

Many of the calls the

Prentiss County Welfare
Department receives are
‘‘spite referrals,”’ said
Social Worker Diann Cox.
She said that often during
divorce cases relatives call
and say someone is an unfit
mother simply because they
want the other party to have
custody of the child.

In a week’s time the
Prentiss County Welfare
Department receives from
3-7 calls concerning
suspected cases of child
abuse or neglect. Less than
50 percent of the neglect
cases are substantiated, Hill
said. Each call is in-
vestigated.

People hesitate to report

abuse or neglect cases

because they are more
concerned about what might
happen to them for reporting
than what could happen to
the child if the abuse eor
neglect continues, Hill said.
The Welfare Department
will not release the names of
persons reporting a
suspected incidence of abuse
or neglect.

Also, Hill said, if the case
should go to court the people
reporting the abuse or
neglect often don’t want to
appear in court as a witness.

“They don’t want to get
involved,” he said, “‘and the
life of a child could be at
stake.”

(See Child Abuse, Page 2)

PINNED! -- Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb (right) presents Booneville’s Miss
Hospitality, Nancy Barger, with a ‘‘Mississippi’’ pin prior to her departure for the coast to
represent Booneville in the state Miss Hospitality contest this week in Biloxi. The pageant is
sponsored annually by the Division of Tourism, Mississippi Department of Economiec
Development. Coronation ceremonies will be at 8 p.m. July 31 in the Mississippi Coast
Coliseum. In addition to a cheerful sendoff, Mayor Crabb also presented Nancy with a
chetk to help pay her expénses:






