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Farmers’ Market

Opens On College St.

The new Prentiss County Farmers’ Market was
scheduled to officially open today, providing Prentiss
County farmers with a place to sell their produce
directly to consumers.

At the beginning of the week, all that remainded in
completing the market was the spreading of gravel
over the lot.

Located directly across College Street from the
Booneville Gas and Water Department, the new
market provides 10 covered stalls for use on a first-
come, first-served basis. Due to a Booneville ordinance
prohibiting peddling in the city, only farm preducts
grown in Prentiss County can be sold at the market.

The opening of the market is due to the efforts of the
agricultural committee of the Prentiss County
Development Association, the Prentiss County
Agricultural Coordinating Council and elected officials
of Booneville and Prentiss County.

The market is located on county-owned property and
the Prentiss County Board of Supervisors provided
equipment and personnel to prepare the lot for con-
struction of the 10-stall shed. The city of Booneville has
installed a water line to the location and will provide
garbage pickup at the site.

PCDA executive director Doug Mansell said
Tuesday that this project has prompted more calls to
the PCDA office than any other single project un-
dertaken by the organization,

He said the calls were divided about 50-50 from
farmers with products to sell and from consumers
wishing to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables.

J’town Voters Approve

Franchise Ordinance

Jumpertown voters okayed an ordinance Tuesday to
grant a franchise to the Prentiss County Electric
Power Association and the city of Booneville which
supplies electricity and natural gas to the citizens of
Jumpertown. :

There were 55 votes for the ordinance and 15 against.
Jumpertown Mayor C.D. Windham said that about half
of the qualified voters turned out for the election.

The franchise would generate éxtra revenue for the
city. The mayor and board of aldermen hope it will be
enough money to hire a town marshall,

However, the city of Booneville has indicated to the
board’s attorney Tommy Cadle, that it plans to fight
the franchise. Therefore, Jumpertown officials say
they will have to wait and see what their next steps will
be.

The Jumpertown board of mayor and aldermen met
Tuesday night in a recessed meeting. During the
meeting the board discussed the possibility of ex-
panding the city limits about a quarter of a mile east on
Highway 4 and about a half mile west. That would put
about 22 more homes in the city limits.

If the city limits were expanded, it would mean the
water pumps would be inside the city limits. ‘I believe
and some of the aldermen believe we do need our
pumps inside the city limits,”” Mayor Windham said.

Hearings To Be Held
On Use Of City Funds

The City of Booneville will hold two public hearings
during their regularly scheduled city board meeting
Tuesday night, Aug. 3, in the board room at city hall.

The first hearing, at 6:30 p.m., will be to solicit public
input concerning the development of an application for
block grant funds from the state of Mississippi. In-
formation concerning the program will be discussed at
the meeting.

All persons are encouraged to attend this meeting
and offer comments related to the development of an
application, a spokesman for the City Hall said.

That same evening, at 7 p.m. in the board room,
there will be a public hearing to obtain written and oral
comment from the public on the proposed uses of
revenue sharing funds in the city’s budget for up-
coming fiscal year 1982-83.

The city expects to receive $109,276 in revenue
sharing funds during the coming fiscal year.

““All interested citizens’ groups, senior citizens and
senior citizen organizations are encouraged to attend
the hearing,”’ the spokesman for the city said.

Those attending the hearing have the right to provide
written and oral comments and suggestions regarding
possible uses of revenue sharing funds.

Construction Resumes

After Judge’s Ruling

Following a three-hour hearing in Oxford Monday,
U.S. District Judge William Keady Tuesday allowed
work to resume on portions of the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway where construction has been at
a standstill since a federal court order last year.

The U.S. Corps of Engineers filed a new en-
vironmental impact statement on the waterway before
the court-ordered June 1 deadline. Thus, Judge Keady
ruled ‘‘there is no basis for the issuance of injunctive
relief at this time.”

Construction on portions of the waterway was halted
by court order as the resut of lawsuits filed by oponents
of the project.

Taking Careful Aim

Getting in some practice for a miniature golf tournament next week at the West Side City
Park, Mark Duncan takes careful aim at the hole as (I-r) Jon Oakley, Bob Stutts and Nancy
Stutts await their turns. The tournament will be held July 29-31. Ages 8-12 will play July 29;
senior citizens, July 30; and young aduits and adulits, July 31. To register or for more in-
formation on the tournament, stop by the miniature golf course at the City Park. (Photo by

Ken Christian)

After Year’s Wait

Autopsy Results

After almost a year, the
results are in on an autopsy
performed on the exhumed
body of a Prentiss County
man believed to have been
poisoned six years ago by a
friend’s wife.

It was last August when
the body of Prentiss
Countian Bynum Rogers
was exhumed so an autopsy
could be performed to
determine whether he died
of natural causes or was

poisoned. :
The Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department

received the autopsy results
Monday morning. According
to the State Crime Lab, “No
strychnine, arsenic or drugs
were detected in the autopsy
samples submitted.”

Rogers’ body was
exhumed last summer after
a former Prentiss County
resident, Richard Caldwell
accussed his ex-wife of

poisoning Rogers. Caldwell

has been convicted of one
murder in Tennessee and
has been indicted on another
murder charge there, ac-
cording to Prentiss County
Deputy Sheriff Carl Sartin.

‘“Right now we're up
against a wall until
something further
develops,”’ Sartin said this
week. “The main thing we
have to do is prove the cause
of death and we can’t right
now."”

Sartin said he plans to talk
with  Caldwell again.
Caldwell is in jail in Ten-

Show No Poison

nessee,
“As far as I can see now,”
Sartin said, ‘‘another

autopsy would not be per-
formed.”

The bizarre story began to
unfold in March 1981 when
Sartin received a telephone
call from an investigator in
the sheriff’s department in
Lexington, Tenn., who said
Caldwell had confessed that
his former wife, Lucille
Morgan Caldwell, poisoned
Rogers in February of 1976.

Caldwell, a native of
Kentucky, and his-wife and
family lived in Prentiss
County near New Site for
about two years.

Caldwell told authorities

(See Autopsy, Page 3)

PCEPA Annual Meeting
Scheduled For August

Four members of the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association’s board
of dirviciors will e up for re-
election at the annaal
PCERPA  membership
meeting, scheduled for 10
a.m. Friday, Aug. 27, at the
PCEPA headquarters
building in Booneville.

The Prentiss County
Electric Power Association
is a publicly owned utility
which purchases electric
power: from the Tennessee
Valley Authority for resale
to the residents of Prentiss
County.

Those Prentiss County
residents who purchase
electricity from PCEPA are
considered tobe members of

the Association and are
eligible to vote in the elec-
tion of the Association’s
board of directors,

The board of directors is
composed of 13 members ~-

two from each of the old
supervisors’ districts, plus
two members  from
Booneville and one member
from Baldwyn.

To be eligible to seek
election to the board, a
member of the Association
must be a bonafide resident
of the county and must
reside in the district which
he is seeking to represent.

He also cannot be related
to a PCEPA employee,
cannot be closely associated
with the sale or generation

of electricity, and cannot be
employed in a competing
industry — such as natural
gas. :

Anyone who wishes to seek
‘election to the board of
directors must complete the
necessary forms and. for-
mally qualify at least 25
days prior to the election.
This year’s deadline to
qualify is Aug. 2.

The 13 directors serve
staggered three-year terms.
Those with terms expiring
this year are Percy White
(president of the board),
J.H. Gardner, J.C. Hud-
dleston and J.M. Green. All
four have already qualified

(See PCEPA, Page 3)

- County’s Unemployment Rate At 10.3 Percent

Prentiss County’s
unemployment rate con-
tinued its upward trend at
mid-June.

The rate of unemployment
in the county was estimated
to be 10.3 percent of the
civilian labor force -- or 1,100
individuals — according to
Charles Smith, manager of
the Mississippi State Em-
ployment Service in Corinth.

This compares to 9.4

percent in May and 9.0
percent in June 1981.

The county’s civilian labor
force was estimated to be
10,690, 180 below the
previous estimate but 190
above that of one year ago.
The number of county
residents employed also

declined over the month to
reach 9,590. This was a slight
rise over the number one
year ago.

Manufacturing em-
ployment in Prentiss County
was estimated to be 2,760,
only slightly above May's
estimate, but 90 below that
of June 1981,

Non-manufacturing
employment, at 3,500,
dropped 70 from the May
estimate, with a rise of 230
over the year.

FOUR-COUNTY AREA

The unemployment rate

for the four-county area of
Alcorn, Prentiss, Tippah
and Tishomingo stood at 12.9
percent during June.

This is an increase of .7
percent over the previous
month and 3.5 percent over
the estimate for June 1981,
Smith said.

The civilian labor force, a
combination of employed
and unemployed persons,
showed a decrease for the

area during the month of
June. Comparative totals
showed a decrease of 230
from May and 950 from June
1981.

The number of area
residents employed was
estimated to be 42,310, 580
below the estimate last
month and 2,530 below one
year ago. This monthly
decline was attributed
primarily to

Nonagricultural Wage and
Salaried Workers and
Agricultural Workers, while
the yearly drop was noted in
Nonagricultural Wage and
Salaried Workers and Other
Nonagricultural Workers.

An estimate 14,510
workers were employed in
manufacturing industries in
the four-county area,

(See Unemploy., Page 2)

Birion Resident Is
‘Blanketed’ In Quilts

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Claude Wilemon of Burton
says he doesn’'t have a
blanket in his house. But he
does have some 300 quilts.

Wilemon is owner of The
Quilt Shop on’ Highway 30
east of Booneville. it is there
in his old, white two-story
house that he creates quilts
so beautiful they are works
of art.

Wilemon, 54, has designed
over 70 of his own quilt
patterns. He cuts out the
patterns and pins them down
and then hires women to
sew the quilts.

“The sad part about it is
the women are all over 65.
Quilting
e 2

is a dying art

because young people don’t
quilt,”” Wilemon said.

The women who sew for
Wilemon range in age from
65-85 amd live in Booneville,
Baldwyn, Iuka, Dennis and
sometimes out-of-state.

Wilemon uses the very
best cotton blend fabric. He
averages from 2-6 finished
quilts a month. His quilt
prices range from $150 to
$500, Some 27 of his quilts
are for sale at the World’s
Fair in Knoxville.

Wilemon retired in May
1981 after teaching school
for 31 years. He taught in
Prentiss, Alcorn,
Tishomingo, and Itawamba
counties. He was the last
principal at Burton school —
which is not far from his

home.

He was born in
Tishemingo county -- about
three miles from his home
now. He lived on a road in
Mackey’s Creek Bottom

Some 11 years ago
Wilemon began collecting
scraps from a blouse factory
in Mantachie. “I sold a big
truck load for $60 and I

thought I was rich!”’ he said.

Then he began supplying
scraps to women and they
began making quilts on
halves. Then Wilemon
himself  began quilt
designing,

‘T steal my designs from
nature,”” he says. ‘The
Mississippi Cotton Patch’

(See Burton, Page 3)
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AN ELVIS QUILT-Claude Wilemon of Burton is shown tying the shoelaces on a pair of
blue suede shoes that are on an Elvis quilt he designed for his danghter. Wilemon has
designed over 70 of his own quilt patterns. Mrs. Robert Kennedy was one of Wilemon's
customers who purchased a pattern for the Elvis quilt.
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