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Vail To Repl?esent
 County At Hearings

. The Prentiss County Board of Supervisors have
appointed ‘a representative to attend hearings before
the Mississippi Public Service Cominission concerning
South Central Bell Telephone Company’s request for
the largest rate increase in the phone company’s
history. £

Booneville businessman Stewart Vail, an outspoken
opponent of the rate increase since the proposal was
first announced, will attend the hearings to make
known to the Commission the feelings of the Prentiss
County Board of Supervisors. .

The supervisors have taken this action because they
are ‘‘concerned about the potential economic damage
to be suffered by the citizens of this county if said in-
crease is approved.”

Natural Gas Prices

Climb 10.3 Percent

Natural gas rates for customers of the Booneville
' Gas and Water Department have increased ap-
proximately 10.3 percent as of July 1, according to City
Clerk June Hutcheson.

Customers have been paying $4.66 per 1000 cubic feet
" for natural gas supplied by the city. On July 1 this rate
' inecreased $.48 to $5.14 per 1000 cubic feet, Mrs. Hut-
cheson said. : - :

The increase is the result of an increase by the city's
supplier, Tennessee Gas Pipeline, she said.

“We're simply passing on what Tennessee Gas
Pipeline passed on to us,”” Mrs. Hutcheson said. :

The last natural gas rate inerease in the city was in
January when the rates increased 27 percent, from

$3.66 to $4.66 per 1000 cubic feet.

Arson Suspected In
Early Morning Fire

A fire that destroyed a Booneville home early
Tuesday morning is being investigated to determine if
the fire was arson, accerding to Booneville Fire Chief
Frank Fleming.

The brick home at 101 Ellis Ave., across from the

- new NEMJC women’s  dormitory, was owned by
Charles Eaton. The house was occupied by Dorliss
Eaton, but no one was at home at the time of the fire,
Fleming said. .

The fire was reported at 1:35 a.m. July 13 by Nor-
theast Junior College security personnel. Eleven
firemen responded to the fire.

State Deputy Fire Marshall Mike Ivy collected
samples from the scene of the fire to be analyzed in the
investigation. ;

Burglars Hit Two
County Schools

Two cotinty schools became the victims of burglars
this week.

An air conditioner was stolen from Thrasher High
School and about $3,000 worth of tools were taken from
the agricultural building at Jumpertown High School.

The air conditioner was stolen Monday night from
the social studies room at Thrasher High School. The

building was locked and the theives apparently came

in through the widow, according to county school
superintendent Lex Cain. :

Tuesday night, vandals pried open the door to the
Jumpertown High School agricultural building and to
the tool room and carted away abeut $3,000 worth of
various tools, Prentiss County Deputy Carl Sartin said
Wednesday. M

The sheriff's department is investigating both break-
ins. No arrests had been made as of Wednesday
maorning.

Police Chief Explains
Second Report

A second accident report was filed by the Booneville
Police Department on an accident which occured June
28 after the police department received several
telephone calls from people saying the accident did not
happen as stated in the original police report,
Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert said Tuesday.

The accident involved a collision between a bicycle
and a pickup truck. The rider of the bicycle, six-year-
old Consuela Pierce, received minor héad injuries in
the accident which occured on August Circle. James T.

McKinney of Route 3, Booneville, was the driver of the

truck involved,

The first report, filed by officer Bob Jones, stated
that the pickup turned into a driveway in the bicycle's
path. A second report, filed July 2 by Chief Lambert,
stated that the bicycle came off the sidewalk and
struck the truck.

After talking to witnesses of the accident, Lambert
said, “My understanding is the driver of the pickup
saw the child was going to hit him and he stopped."
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Out Standing In His Field. . .

W.H. Guinn holds two cotton blooms as he stands waist deep in a cotton field on his
property behind his house near New Site. Although Guinn owns the land, he has rented it out
to J.D. Moreland for cultivation. Moreland has some 50 acres of cotton pianted on Guinn’s
property. Guinn was the first to report a cotion bloom to the Banner-Independent this
season and thus receives a free year’s subscription to the paper.

Farmers’ Market:

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Area leaders are gearing
up to fight an unprecedented
rate increase by South.
Central Bell in Mississippi.

The Prentiss County
Development  Association
and city and county officials
bave all gone on record as
opposing the rate increase
and plan to take part —
either directly or indirectly -
- in hearings next month
before the Mississippi
Public Service Commission.

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors have
appointed Booneville
businessman Stewart Vail to
represent them at the
hearings in Jackson during
the latter part of next
month. :

The Booneville board of

A 38-year-old Booneville

- man died as the result of a
. traffic ‘accident near Red

Bay, Ala., early Tuesday

. morning.

Terry Wayne Hatfield of
Booneville was killed in the
one-vehicle accideni which
occurred . about 6:50 a.m.
Tuesday, July 13.

According to a spokesman
for the Alabama Highway
Patrol, the accident oc-
curred 5.6 miles east of Red
Bay on Alabama State High-
way 24. :

eaders Ready
o Fight

ate Increase

mayor and aidermen last
week voted to adopt a
resolution opposing the rate
increase and Mayor Charles
Crabb has indicated that he
hopes to attend the PSC
hearings himself.

The Prentiss County
Development  Association
was one of the first
organizations to voice op-
postion to the increase,
adopting a resolution

-against the proposal in

April. '
After listening to a report
from Vail about the current

' standings of the proposal,

PCDA directors voted
Monday night at their
regular montly meeting to
appoint their executive
director, Doug Mansell, to
represent the organization
at the meeting|jn Jackson.

“We’ve beenlasked to hold

Hatfield, a self-employed
truck driver, was driving a
truck loaded with PVC pipe
from H&W Industries in
Booneville when the ac-
cident occurred.

In a preliminary report,
the Alabama Highway
Patrol listed no apparent

cause of the accident,

stating only that the truck
ran off the road.

Funeral services for

Hatfield are scheduled for 2

pm. today at McMillan
Funeral Home in Booneville,

the line, fighten our belts,”
Vail told the PCDA directors
Monday.’’ “And here they
(the phone company) are
asking for even more,
penalizing the elderly and
those on fixed income.”
South Central Bell’s rate
increase took effect May 7,
even though the Public
Service Commission has not
yet voted on the utility’s

- request for a rate increase.

Under the new rates, a
number of Bell customers
report that their phone bills
have increased as much as
50 percent,

According to state law,
utilities may begin charging
increased rates without PSC
approval, but may have to
refund all or part of the
additional charges,

(See Leaders, Page 2)

Booneville Man Dies
in Alabama Accident

 with Bro. Milton Koon and

Bro. Marion Payne of-
ficiating. :

Hatfield was a member of
the Baptist church.

He is survived by his wife,
Diane Moore Hatfield; one
son, Jeffrey Hatfield of the
home; three daughters,
Terina, Sandy and Melissa
Hatfield, all of the home;
and one brother, Jerry
Hatfield of Booneville.

McMillan Funeral Home
is in  charge of
arrangements,

1938 City Ordinance Creates Minor Conflict

After being advised of a
city ordinance against
peddling within the city
limits = of Booneville,
organizers of the new
Prentiss County Farmers’
Market on_College Street
have had to revise'one of the
rules governing the use of
the market.

At a meeting last week,
members of the agriculture
committee of the Prentiss
County Development
Association and the Prentiss

Agricultural
Coordinating Council
decided ‘that it would
be better not to place
limitations on the origin of
the produce which farmers
could sell at the market, at
least in the beginning.
Their reasoning was that
if sellers were allowed to
bring in produce from:other

County

areas, it would provide a

wider variety of produets for
consumers and thus create a
wider ‘interest and more

wide-spread use of the
market.

However, since that time,
city officials have pointed
out a resolution adopted. in
1938 which prohibits the sale
of such products within the
city limits of Booneville if
they were not grown in
Prentiss County. i

The original purpose of the
ordinance was to protect the
citizens and to cut down on
the amount of peddling
within the city limits.

Doug Mansell, PCDA
executive director, reported
to the PCDA board of
directors at their regualr
meeting Monday night that
the organizers of the market,
will comply with the city
ordinance but that they will
‘attempt to meet with city
officials to see if something
might be worked out
whereby produce from
outside the county could be
sold at the market if the

- seller purchases a permit

Local Man Charged In Shooting

A Prentiss County man
faces a series of charges in
connection with a Sunday
morning shooting of a
Corinth man at the Ramada
Inn.

Kenny Goddard, of the Big
V community, has been
charged with carrying a
concealed weapon, creating
a public disturbance and
unlawful firing of a firearm
in the city limits as well as
aggravated assault,

Leroy Floyd of Cerinth is
reported in satisfactory
condition at ‘Magnoclia
Hospital. He is recovering
from a leg wound caused by

gunshot from a .357 or .38
calibre  pistol, authorities
said,

The shooting occurred at

the Ramada Inn after what
investigators described as a
“domestic _ disagreement”
broke out.

Lt. Larry Brinkley of the

Corinth.city police force said
he and special investigator

Jimmy Willis were called to

the Ramada Inn at 2 a.m.
When they © arrived they
found Floyd shot in the left
leg.

Willis, first at the scene,
said he saw Goddard leaving
in a two-tone blue Old-
smobile Cutlass and took
down his tag number,

Later, Willis and Officer °

Brinkley located the vehicle

parked at Thurston’s
restaurant and lounge on
U.S. 45 North.

Officers searched the
business but did not- find
Goddard. A short time later
Brinkley  received a
telephone call from a con-
fidential source which said
Goddard could be found at
his home in the Big V
community.

(See Local Man, Page 2)

NEJC Board Approves 1982-83 Budget

During their regular
monthly board meeting
Tuesday afterncon, the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College Board of
Trustees approved an $8.1
million budget for 1982-83.
Last year's budget was $7.4
million,

The board also agreed to
follow up on the construction
of the swimming pool at
Northeast. They voted to
advertise for bids next
month and accept bids in
September.

The board approved the
hiring of three new in-

structors -- Johnny Allen in
agriculture; Theresa
Hughes in  the helath
program at the Manpower
Center; and Tommy Wright
in drafting and design.
Board members accepted
the faculty resignation of
Barbara Curlee from the art

department.

Summer school faculty for
the second summer  term
was approved by the board.
. Approval was given to
delete the radio and TV
repair program from course

(See NEJC Board, Page 2)

from the city.

The Prentiss County
Farmers’ Market is being
prepared on . county-owned
property directly across
College Street from the
Booneville Gas and Water
Department building and is
rapidly nearing completion.

Development of the
market was through a joint
effort of the PCDA
agricultural committee and
the  Prentiss  County

Agricultural - Coordinating
Council.

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors

provided the equipment and
personnel to fill and level the
lot last week and a 10-stall
shed was constructed there
during the first part of this
week.,

Mansell said he hoped the’
market would be open next
week for use by farmers to
sell their produce.

Mayor Charles Crabb
was recently selected as a
candidate for the 1981
Industrial  Development
Volunteer of the Year
Award by the Mississippi
Industrial  Development
Council. o

The Booneville mayor
was selected because of his
outstanding = contributions
to industrial and economic
expansion in Booneville,
according to a spokesman
for the Council.

Year:

Mayor Selected As
Candidate F or_? Award

All candidates for the award will be honored July 20
‘at a reception in the Governor’s Mansion in Jackson.
At that time, Gov. William Winter will name the
Mississippi Industrial Development Volunteer of the

Mayor Crabb is married to the former Mary Pounds
and they have two daughters. The Crabbs are mem-
bers of the Calvary Baptist Church.

MAYOR CRABB







