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Six-Year-Old Injured
In Bicycle Accident

A six-year-old Booneville girl, Consuela Pierce,
received a minor skull fracture Monday afterncon
when she collided with a pickup truck while riding a

bicycle on August Circle. ;

According to police reports, the young girl was riding
down the sidewalk when the pickup turned into a
driveway in the path of the bicycle. The bicycle struck
the side of the truck, throwing the girl onto the truck’s
hood.

‘Inattention” was listed on the police report as the
cause of the accident.

Consuela, the daughter of Regina Pierce of
Booneville, was taken to the Booneville hospital and
later transported to the North Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo. :

The driver of the pickup was listed as James T.
McKinney of Route 3, Booneville. No tickets were
issued in the incident.

Six Plead Guilty In
Prentiss Circuit Court

Six people pleaded guilty to criminal charges during
the first two days of Prentiss County Circuit Court this
week.

Lloyd Lambert, 25, of Route 5, Booneville, pleaded
guilty to two counts of burglary and larceny of a

dwelling. i

Kenneth Earl Trimble, 20, of Route 5, Booneville,

 pleaded guilty to nine counts of burglary and larceny of

a dwelling.

Bobby Ray Deviney, 31, of Route 5, Booneville,
pleaded guilty to five counts of burglary and larceny of
a dwelling.

Anita Lambert of Route 5, Booneville, pleaded guilty
to a charge of grand larceny.

Dearl Edward Trimble, 21, of Route 5, Booneville
pleaded guilty to a charge of grand larceny and two

-.counts.of burglary and larceny of a dwelling.

Vaughn Grizzard, 21, address unknown, pleaded
guilty to a charge of burglary and larceny of a dwelling
and one count of burglary and larceny.

Sentencing has been scheduled for Friday.

Officials Release Two
More Indictments

Two additional indictments returned by the Prentiss
County Grand Jury during June were made public this
week. One indictment still remains secret until the

person named is taken into custody by law officers.

The grand jury returned a charge of receiving stolen
property against Bill Owens of Booneville. Owens is
accused of receiving merchgndise stolen from Jane's
Shoe Shop in February.

Kenneth Dalton Robinson of Booneville was charged
with grand larceny in connection with the theft of a
1979 Ford pickup owned by Jimmy Clark.

Businesses To Close

Monday For Holiday

A number of local businesses will be closed Monday
to take a long 4th of July weekend. :

Among the stores that will remain close%‘ Monday
are Goddards, Sadies, Dickerson’s Furniture,
Wright’s, Booneville Hardware, Shackleford’s Shoes,
The Villager, The Grace Shop, Floyd's Drugs, Main
Street Fashions, Russell’s Jewelry, The Clothes Rack,
Home Sewing Center, Fidelity Federal, and Color
Tyme.

Businesses that plan to open Monday include Win-
Way, Fred’s, Perry’s Carpets, Gray’s and Wal-Mart (2
a.m. to 6 p.m.).

The Booneville City Hall and the Prentiss County
Courthouse will close Monday. The Banner-
Independent’s office will close Friday, but will be open
Monday.

Some May Receive

Fewer Food Stamps

There may be some changes in food stamp benefits
for some Prentiss Countians, according to the Prentiss
County Food Stamp Office. .

An increase in Social Security, SSI, VA and railroad
retirement benefits scheduled for July could result in
decreased food stamp allotments for some households.
All food stamp households containing these types of
income will be reviewed during the months of July
through October. _ :

Written notice will not be provided to reflect the
changes, according to the Welfare Department.
However, food stamp recipients may contact the
county welfare or food stamp office if there are any
questions. G

Brinkley Trial Postponed

Roberts Murder Trial Now Underway

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

During the first day of
testimony in the murder
trial of Jessie Eugene
Roberts, two of the
prosecution’s witnesses
testified the defendant told
them different stories
concerning the shooting in
which Ruby Melton Roberts
was killed.

Roberts, 49, of Route 1,
Marietta, was indicted in
February on a murder
charge in connection with
the Dec. 18, 1981, shooting of
his wife, Ruby Roberts.

Mrs. Roberts, 46, died at
her kome south of Marietta
after she was shot once in
the head with a 12-gauge
shotgun.

The State’s first witness,
Bobby Griffith, a former
frusty at the Prentiss County
jail, testified that Roberis
called the sheriff’s office to
report the sheoting, Roberts
said his wife had shot her-
self. Griffith answered the
phone when the call came in.

However, Prentiss County
Deputy Sheriff Carl Sartin
testified, that Roberts told

him he had returned from a

grocery store in Kirkville

and found his wife had been
shot.

According to Sartin,
Roberts said he picked up
the gun thinking someone
still might be in the house,
but then decided there
wasn’t and placed the gun
behind a bedroom door. The
gun was sent to the State
Crime Lab but no finger-
prints of significance were
found on it, Sartin said.

Sartin said an absence of
fingerprints could be
because the person holding
the gun was wearing gloves,

or because there was oil on-

the weapon. Moving the

Fourth Of July Parade

Comes

Booneville’s annual neigh-
borhood 4th of July parade
will be held on July 3 this
year. . . and for the first
time, it will have a grand
marshall.

Since the 4th falls on
Sunday, parade organizers
Mr. and Mrs. Will George
felt many people would
prefer to spend the day in
church or with their
families. So the parade has
been scheduled for 10 a.m,
Saturday, a day earlier.

The parade has become
somewhat of 2 tradition in
the Georges’ neighborhood.
It began eight years ago
when two of the Georges’
daughters, Cindy and
Kristy, and two neigh-
borhood friends, Claire
Lamb and Lori Bolen,
decided to organize their
own when they realized
there was no 4th of July
parade  scheduled in
Booneville.

The first one was a simple
affair, with a handful of
neighbors marching through
the streets of the neigh-
borhood. But somehow over
the years the idea caught on,
with more and more people
participating each year,
including many who do not
live in the neighborhood.

This year, Sallie Kate
Chase, a retired teacher
living in the neighborhood,
has been given the honor of
being named the first grand
marshall of the parade.
Kristie George anu wha
neighborhood children have
presented her with her own
American flag to fly during
Saturday’s parade.

Approximately 100 people
- young, old, and in-between
— have participated in the
parade during each of the
past two years.

This year’s parade will
follow the same route as in

Farly This Year

the past two years. After
lining up on Seventh Street,
the parade will turn west on
College to Ninth, go north on
Ninth to Washington, go east
on Washington to Fifth, and
follow Fifth Street to Foster
Park where lemonade and
refireshments will await
participants.

There is nothing formal
about the parade - par-
ticipants gather at the
George’s residence on
Seventh Street, dressed as
they wish. Some bring
musical instruinenls, many
bring flags, and some bring
only themselves. But all
come to have a good time
and celebrate the birth of the
nation.

“Anyone who wants fo
show their patriotic spirit”
is welcome to participate in
the parade. The festivities
usually last about one and a
half hours.

New Auto Tag Laws
Take Effect Today

Several changes which
were made during the 1982
session of the Mississippi
Legislature in the state’s

laws pertaining to
automobile tags take effect
today, July 1.

Under the new provision of
the law, owners of new
vehicles will be assured of at
least 12 months operation on
the first tag purchased.

New or used vehicles
acquired from dealers must
be registered within seven

working days following the
date of purchase. According
to A.C. “Butch” Lambert of
the State Tax Commission,
the tag for these vehicles
will be issued for the
remaining days in the month
of purchase plus 12 months
thereafter. This contrasts
with the old law whereby the
tag was issued for the month
of purchase plus 11 ad-
ditional months.

Renewals will be issued
for a 12-month period.

Persons purchasing
automobiles from individual
owners (non-dealers) are
required to register them
with the county tax assessor
within five working days
after the date of purchase.

By presenting the current
tax receipt and license tag,
credit for the unused portion
of taxes will be allowed and
the new tag will be issued for
12 months. This is a change

(See New Auto, Page 2)

PREPARING FOR RETIREMENT - Mrs. Claire T. Ross, Prentiss County Home
Economist for the past 19 years, officially retired Wednesday. A successor for Mrs. Ross’

position has not yet been named. (Photo by Angela Smith)

fingers could also distort the
fingerprint, he said.

The deputy told the jury he
smelled alcohol on Roberts
that night. A lab report on
Mrs. Roberts showed the
alcohol content of her blood
to be 0.12 percent, Sartin
said. To be charged with
DUI, the alcohol content of
blood is 0.10 percent, he said.

During cross eximanation
defense attorney James
Godwin asked Sartin if a
motive had been found for
the alleged murder. “When
a crime is committed you
always look for a motive,”
Sartin said. “But I haven’t

come up with an iron-clad
motive.”

All of Tuesday morning
was spent selecting the jury
which consists of nine men,
three women, and two
alternate women jurors. The
jury was sequestered
Tuesday night.

Prosecution attorneys, DA
John Young, Assistant DA
Richard Bowen, and County
Attorney John Hatcher, said
they expected to call five
more witnesses to testify.
Defense attorneys, Godwin
and George Via, said they
expected to have about the
same number of witnesses to

Grand Marshall

Sallie Kate Chase (top) has been named grand marshall of this year’s 4th of July parade,
held annually by friends and neighbors in the Seventh Street neighborhood. Presenting
Mrs. Chase with her own flag to fly on Independence Day are (from left) Luke Hankins,
Molly Cole, Barbra Browder and Kristie George. This year’s parade will be held at 10 a.m.

Saturday, July 3.

Claire T...

testify. The case was ex-
pected to conclude Wed-
nesday.

In other court action, the
murder trial of Harold Lloyd
Brinkley was postponed to
the next term of court
because of Roberts’ trial.

This is the second time
Brinkley’s trial has been
postponed. The . first “trial
was postponed when one of
his attorneys, John Farese,
had a conflict of trial dates.

Brinkley, 52, is charged
with murder in connection
with the Nov. 10, 1980
shooting of his wife,
Margaret Brinkley.

Retiring After 19 Years

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

After serving Prentiss
County for 19 years as
Extension Home Economist,
Mrs. Claire T. Ross is
retiring. Her retirement
became effective yesterday,
June 30.

Prior to coming fto
Booneville, Mrs. Ross, a
Jackson, Miss., native, was
employed at Corinth Junier
High School for eight years
as a home economics and
science teacher, at Alcorn
County County Electric
Power Association and
Farmers Security
Administration (now

FmHA).

Her title was  Home
Demonstration Agent until
1965 when the title was
changed to ‘‘Extension
Home Economist.”’ Mrs.
Ross replaced Imogene
Eaker. Although it was
almost two decades ago,
‘‘they still remind me
sometimes about things that
Mrs. Eaker used to do,”
Mrs. Ross said. “She was
hard to follow.”

Mrs. Ross graduated from
Mississippi University for
Women and did graduate
work at Ole Miss. She and
her husband, Curlee, are the
parents of two children, Ann
Caver and John Ross. They

are also grandparents of a
nine-week-old granddau-
ghter, Maggie Caver.
Under Mrs. Ross’
leadership a wide variety of
program opportunities have
been established for families
in Prentiss County. Among
the most successful of these
programs are “Weight-Off-
Wisely,” an interior design .
class, the Prentiss County
Mini-Fair, and the Com-
munity Appearance Drive.
The mailing list of her
monthly newsletter “Notes
and Quotes’ has grown from
less than 100 to over 1,000.
Besides  writing  her

(See Claire T., Page 2)
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