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| Local Citizens Report
Sighting Of Tornado

Strong winds early Wednesday morning resulted in
shingles and tin being torn from roofs and several trees
being blown down near Lake City.

Although a tornado was reported to the Booneville
Police Department around 4:30 a.m. yesterday, Civil
Defense Director Bill Prather Sr. saidit really isn’t known
.21 whether or not a tornado actually touched down near Lake
™ City, or if it was just strong guests of wind.

“The National Weather Service didn’t put out any type
of information concerning severe weather, At the time the
tornado is said to have happened, the forecast was only for
thunderstorms. With all the foliage on trees now, a strong
gust of wind would blow them down if there was nay
weakness in the tree,”’ he said.

According to the National Weather Service the only
severe thunderstorm watch was put out for the middle
portion of the state.

Alcorn Man Arrested,
Charged With Theft

An 18-year-old Alcorn County man was arrested apd
‘charged with burglary last Saturday in connection with
the theft of two motorcycles and a push lawn mower from
the residence of Dr. Webster Cleveland Jr. last month.

The man, who lives in Hightown, was 17 at the time of
the alleged theft and the case has been turned uver'to
juvenile authorities to determine whether he will be trlled
in court as an adult, according to Booneville Police Chief
Bobby Lambert. His name has not been released.

The Alcorn County man has been released on $5,000

bond.

Bank Construction

Is On Schedule

By August Jumpertown residents will be able to do their
banking in Jumpertown instead of driving to Booneville.

Construction of the People’s Bank branch office at
Jumpertown is on schedule and should open in August,
said John Smith, executive vice-president of the banking
firm. !

“] talked to the contractor June 7 and he said he ex-
pected to have us in there sometime during August,”
Smith said. A grand opening ceremony will probably be
held in September, he said.

The branch office, which is located accross from the
Town Hall, is being constructed by McAnally Construction
Company of Belmont. While working at the site workers
discovered that water was located 6 feet below the ground
surface. Although finding water in the location surprised
workers, the water was not a problem, Smith said.

First Baptist Church
Has New Minister

Dr. Bill Duncan, of
Monroe, La., has been
named as the new pastor of
the First Baptist Church in
Booneville.

Dr. Duncan has served in
pastorates in Long Beach,
Picayune, Brandon,
Greenville, and Monore,
La.

Dr. Duncan is a native of
Mississippi. He received a
B.A. degree from
Mississippi College in
Clinton, and a B.D. dregree
from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
New Olrleans.

He is married to the former Marion Duckworth. She
served as a state worker in WMU before moving to
Louisiana. :

Dr. and Mrs. Duncan are the parents of three sons,
John, Mark and David.

The Duncans will make their home at the Pastorium in
Wickwood in the near future.

DR. BILL DUNCAN

Dangerous Situation

An unidentified Jourdan employee scrambles to safety as packed sawdust knocked loose
from a storage bin goes up in flames Friday morning at Jourdan Industries in Booneville.
The Booneville Fire Department received a call at 8:45 a.m. that there had been an ex-
plosion and a fire at the local pool table factory. Although the burning sawdust produced
some dramatic flames underneath the storage bin, no personal injuries or damage to
property were reported. Firemen were unable to determine the cause of the fire.

J’town Officials

Discuss Hiring

Town Marshall

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Whether or not a town
marshall is hired at Jum-
pertown immediately is now
up to Jumpertown residents.

If the residents are willing
to dig down in their pockets
to contribute money for a
town maarshall one could be
hired within the next few
weeks, Otherwise, residents
may have to wait until
August before a town
marshall is hired.

At a recessed board
meeting Tuesday night, the
Jumpertown Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
agreed to see how much
money can be collected from
Jumpertown people to pay
the first month’s salary for a
town marshall.

The board believes if the

Booneuville Man CF

town wants a town marshall
badly enough they will help
pay the initial cost to get the
ball rolling.

In another effort to raise
money for hiring a town
marshall the board okayed
an ordinance that if passed
next month by Jumpertown
citizens would grant a
franchise to the Prentiss
County Electric Power
Association and the city of
Booneville which supplies
electricity and natural gas
to the citizens of Jum-
pertown.

“Natural gas and elec-
tricity are already being
provided by Booneville and
the Prentiss County Electric
Power Association but it's
without - the benefit of a
franchise from the ecity.
These things all took place
before we had a town,” said

Tommy Cadle, attorney for
the board.

“Along with this grant of a
franchise to the two sup-
pliers, the law provides that
the city may collect 2 per-
cent of the total sales of the
electric power association
and 2 percent of the total
sales of natural gas within
the Jumpertown city
limits,”’ Cadle said.

Cadle stressed this is a tax
on the suppliers ~ not the
citizens.

He said the ordinance will
not effect the citizens if it is
not passed, other than the
fact that an opportunity is
lost to collect 2 percent of the
total revenue that is paid by
Jumpertown residents into
the Electric Power
Association and the city of

(See J'town Officials, Page 2) .

arged

In ’ﬂwm her Arsoe

A Booneville man was
arrested Tuesday and
charged with . arson,
burglary and grand larceny
after his ex-wife’s home was
partially burned and
burglarized.

Aubrey Nichols, 58, of 203
Smith St., Booneville, has
been charged with arson in
connection with the burning
of Ruby Wilemon’s home in
Thrasher. Officials said
Nichols and Ms. Wilemon
were divorced in April.

The white frame house

received extensive damage

from the fire which occurred
Tuesday morning. Clocks
inside the house had stopped
at 10:35 a.m.

County

According to Prentiss
Deputy Joe
Shackelford, gasoline had
been poured throughout the
house. State Deputy Fire
Marshall Mike Ivy is in-
vestigating the fire.

The fire was extinguished
Tuesday by the Booneville
Fire Department and the
volunteer fire department at
Thrasher.

A fire had also been
reported at the house
Monday night around 11

p.m., according to fire
reports.
Three Thrasher

teenagers, Tony Christian,
Dean Thornton and Bob
Lambert, were returning

22 Criminal Cases Set For June

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Two murder frials, a re-
trial of an aggravated
assault case, an attempted
rape case, and a case in-
volving six suspected
members of a burglary ring
that allegedly covered a 10
county area, are among 22
criminal cases scheduled to
be heard during the June
session of Prentiss County
Circuit Court.

Civil cases are scheduled
for June 2125 with Circuit
Court Judge Thomas
Gardner presiding. Criminal
cases will be heard June 28-
July 2 with Circuit Court

involves Jessie Eugene
Roberts, 49, of Route 1,
Marietta. Roberts was in-
dicted in February on a
murder charge in con-
nection with the Dec. 18, 1981

Judge Fred Wicker shooting of his wife, Ruby
presiding. Melton Roberts.
The Prentiss County Mrs. Roberts, 46, died at

her home south of Marietta
after she was shot once in

Grand Jury has been
recalled and is scheduled to
meet today, Thursday, June
17. shotgun. Robert’s trial is

The first murder case
scheduled for the June term

the head with a 12-gauge

scheduled for Tuesday, June
29. He will be represented by

court appointed attorneys
James N. Godwin and
George Martin Via.

The second murder trial,
that of Harold Lloyd
Brinkley, is scheduled to be
heard the following day,
Wednesday, June 30.

Brinkley, 52, of
Booneville, was indicited in
October 1981 on a murder
charge in connection with
the Nov. 10, 1980 shooting of
his wife, Margaret Brinkley.

Mrs. Brinkley, 39, died

~at her home on Highway 4

West, just inside the
Booneville city limits after
she was shot twice, once in
the stomach and once in the

chest, with a .38-caliber
pistol.
Brinkley will be

represented by attorneys
John Farese of Ashland and
Tommy Comer and Ed

Jenkins of Booneville.
Brinkley's trial  was
scheduled during the

February term of court but

CO

home from a ballgame and
smelled smoke as they
passed by Ms. Wilemon's
house Monday night. They
stopped and extinguished
the fire which was located at
the back of the house by the
telephone box. The fire did
little damage to the house.

No one was home during
either of the fires. Deputy
Shackelford said several
items had been stolen from
the house, including two
musical instruments, a
typewriter, a stereo and a
checkbook. '

Nichols remained in jail as
of Wednesday morning.
Bond had not been set.

.

was postponed because
Farese had a conflict of trial
dates.

The re-trial of an
aggravated assault case
involves Robbie Storey, 20,
of Rienzi. In October 1981 a
Prentiss County jury found
Storey guilty of aggravated
assault. The charge stem-
med from an incident in-
volving Melody Strange in
September 1980.

(See 22 Criminal, Page 14)

Remembering When:

A California Trip, Via T-Model

(Editor’s note: The following story was
written as a reminiscence of a Prentiss
Countian’s first trip to California in his
first automobile, a 1925 T-Model.)

By BOYD OWENS

I think I'd better tell a few of the details

that will lead up to my story of a trip to
California in the 1920’s.

When I was around 14 years old, I was a
young telephone lineman. The Mississippi
Power Company came to Baldwyn, bought
the city power plant and I hired out to them
to help rebuild it. Everything worked
nicely while we were putting up the new
poles, but the problems came when we
started dismantling the old stuff.

I was up a pole, about 18 or 20 feet off the
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ground, getting ready to take it up, but, as
it would happen, it didn’t need to be taken
up because when I cut the wires, it was
rotten and the pole broke with me.

I stayed in the hospital with a cast on my
leg for a few days and finally got to go
home to finish my recuperating. After so
long a time, which seemed like forever to
me, the doctor finally took the cast off.
That in itself was a great relief, but I was
still unable to do any kind of work for quite
a while longer.

In the meantime, the power company
thad completed the changeovers. So they
paid my bill at the hospital and also paid
me for the time I was off. And that’s how I
came to buy a new 1925 T-Model Ford
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Touring car at the age of 16.

BACK IN THOSE days it was unusual for
anyone to have any money. I didn't have a
lot, but the power company had paid me
enough to buy a car. I've always been the
type who had rather have what money
would buy than to have the money.

I walked into Prather Auto Company in
Baldwyn and there in the showroom was a
nice, shiny, black, new 25 T touring car.
(In those days you could get any color you
wanted - as long as that color was black!)
There weren't many of those cars around
in- this part of the country that had

(See A California Trip, Page 14)

Boyd Owens (Right) With 1925 T-Model







