- @he Banne

‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

- Independent

Number 12

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, May 20, 1982

Phone 728-6214

28 Pages 25 Cents

Local Man Pleads
Guilty To Charge

A Prentiss County man pleaded guilty to concealing and
isposing of a stolen motor vehicle in federal court in
\berdeen Monday before U.S. District Judge L.T. Senter
Jr.

Judge Senter sentenced Robbie Storey, 20, of Route 1,
'Rienzi, to the Youth Corrections Act. The maximum
sentence Storey could receive would be up to four years.
He would be eligible for release any time at the discretion
of the parole commission.

Storey is currently serving a two-year jail sentence in
‘Alabama for theft in the first degree. The federal sentence
will run concurrently with the Alabama sentence.

In April Storey was indicted by a federal grand jury of
interstate transporation of a stolen motor vehicle, a 1972
Pontiac Grand Prix, from Florence, Ala., to Prentiss
County. The second count charged he concealed and
disposed of the vehicle, knowing it to have been stolen.

When Storey pleaded guilty to the second count Monday,
the first count was dropped.

Storey will remain in custody in Aberdeen until he is
returned to Alabama authorities.

One Man Charged
With Shoplifting

Booneville City Police apprehended an Alcorn County
man in a vacant lot near Wal-Mart about 6:30 Thursday
night of last week when the man ran away on foot after
being caught shoplifting cameras at Wal-Mart.

Jerry Morrison, 24, of Corinth was arrested by
Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert and officer
Gurley Williams and charged with shoplifting and failure
to obey an officer.

After Morrison was arrested, he reportedly confessed to
the shoplifting charge and told officers where he had
hidden two cameras during the chase. Chief Lambert said
the cameras were both valued at about $500.

A second subject eluded officers. Morrison was released
from jail Monday night on $5,0600 bond.

Authorities Recover

Stolen Motorcycle

A Kawasaki motorcycle stolen from the residence of Dr.
Webster Cleveland Jr. of 101 Wildwood Dr. on May 7 was
recovered by city and county lawmen and state in-
vestigators at a residence in the Kossuth community
Monday night.

Arrests are pending following further investigation,
said Carl Sartin, investigator for the Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department. !

A Yahama motorcycle valued at $800 was also stolen
from the Cleveland residence on May 7. The Kawasaki
motorcycle was valued at $1,000. On May 6, the Clevelands
reported the theft of a push lawn mower valued af $180 and
a radio valued at $280. :

Board Approves
NEMJC Faculty

During the regular monthly meeting of the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College Board of Trustees Tuesday
afternoon of last week, faculty recommendations were
approved, bids were ratified, and permission was given to
advertise for bids en school supplies. .

NE President Harold T. White said over 100 faculty
members were approved by the board as instructors for
the fall semester. Only one new instructor was included in
the list. Rhonda Massey of Marietta will be a new in-
structor in associate degree nursing. '

Four insturctors will be leaving--Carla Biggs, an in-
structor in associate degree nursing; Peggy Baggett, an
instructor in education and psychology; Everett Sandifer,
an instructor in drafting and design; and Aileen Hoover,
an instructor in social science who is retiring.

At the last board meeting the board voted to dispose of
the propane gas tanks. However, for the time being, White
said, the tanks will not be sold becuase the quoted price of
$1,800 was too low.

The board accepted bids on the foldwing:

Printing. of student handbooks--News Publishing of
Waynesboro, Miss., submitted a low bid of $1,995. There
were five other bids submitted.

Printing of housing admission forms: Outlaw Press of
Baldwyn submitted a low bid of $302.50. Seven other bids
were submitted.

Band equipment: Algy Dance Costumes of Hollandale,
Fla., submitted a low bid of $1,590 for 20 dancer costumes.

Band uniforms: DeMoulin Brothers of Greenville, Ill.,
submitted a low bid of $4,432.50. There was one other
bidder.

Reroofing of gymnasium-S&S Construction Co. of
Corinth submitted a low bid of $80,000. Reroofing is to
begin immediately and is scheduled to be completed in 160
days, White said. :

Carpentry supplies for Yellow Creek: Four Star
Buiiding Supply of Iuka submitted a low bid of $1,521.75.
There were three other bidders.

Welding supplies for Yellow Creek Center:
Welding of Tupelo submitted a low bid of $1,093.

The board received permission to advertise for bids on
various school supplies, including athletic equipment,
printing materials, and equipment for developmental
studies.

S&W

. ALL WET!!! ~ Joseph Johnsey Jr., son of Mr. amd Mrs. Joseph Johnsey of Booneviile,

gets drenched during a tug-of-war centest Friday afternoon at the annual hospital picnic at
Baptist Memorial Hospital in Boonevilie. Putting forth an effort in the background are Brad
Holder, son of Ms, Karen Holder, and Brad James, son of Mr. and Mrs. Larry James. The
hospital picnic was held in conjunction with Natlonial Hospital Week. For additional plc-
tures of the festivities, please turn to page 18. (Photo by Ken Christian)
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By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

National Hospital Week Held a special
significance for the Baptist Memorial

Hospital in Booneville this year. Not only .

did the local hospital receive notification
that final approval of the certificate of
need permitting the lease of the hospital by
Baptist Memorial of Memphis was im-
minent, but the hospital was also notified
that it has received a 3-year accreditation
from the Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Hospitals (JCAH).

Hospital administrator John Tompkins
announced at the hospital's annual em-
ployee picnic Friday afternoon that the
Mississippi Health Care Commission in
Jackson had notified him that, baring any
problems over the weekend, the certificate
of need granting the lease of Northeast
Mississippi Hospital by Baptist Hospital in
Memphis would be issued Monday.
Monday morning Tompkins was notified
that the certificate of need has beenissued,
effective May 15.

WITH THE LOCAL hospital finding it
more and more difficult to make financial
ends meet, Baptist Hospital in Memphis
and Northeast Mississippi Hospital in
Booneville first tentatively agreed to the
lease plan in November 1981.

In January of this year, Baptist an-
nounced #,.$5.1 million renovation and

Dutldiig project, i ¢k wonld, replace the

present A and B wings of the hospital with
a new, modern, two-story wing located
where B-wing currenfly stands. This
project would also renovate practically
every department in the hospital.
Originally, work on the project was
anticiapted to begin last month (April).
However, before the lease agreement
between the two hospitals could be
finalized, approval had fo be obtained from
the Mississippi Health Care Commission

granting the proposal. That approval took

longer than anticipated, Tompkins said,
causing a delay in the construction plans.

Another certificate of need permitting
the renovation work will also have to be
approved by the Health Care Commission
before the project can begin. This ap-
plication could not be filed until the cer-
tificate of need granting the lease was
approved.

Tompkins said architects and others are
currently working on the application for
the certificate of need for the renovation
project and he expects it to be filed in
September. He anticipates that, baring no
unforeseen obstacles, it will take about 90
days for that certificate of need to be ap-
proved. Shortly thereafter the construction
program will begin, he said.

ACCREDITATION OF THE hospital by
JCAH is professional recognition that the
hospital strives to provide high quality
health care.

The JCAH accreditation process is
strictly voluntary on the' part of the
hospital. And, although JCAH ac-
creditation does not guarantee perfection
at the hospital, it does indicate that the
hospital is in substantial compliance with
standards developed by leaders in the

" health care field.

“The decision to seek accredifation
reflects our sincere commitment to
evaluate and improve our services, as well
as pur dedication fa maintain a high level
of care,” Tonipkins said.

JCAH is governed by representatives of
five nationwide health care organizations:

.the American College of Physicians, the

American College of Surgeons, the
American Dental = Association, = the
American Hospital Association and the
American Medical Association.

(See Hospital, Page 2)

Jids Opened For Bridge Replacement Project

cost of $282,394.14. This was $46,484.80 more than the low

‘bids Tuesday morning for a bridge construction project in

the Third District, there was almost $80,000 difference
between the highest and lowest bidders.

Go-By Construction Company of Ripley submitted the
low bid of $235,909.34 for the project which is to replace
three bridges on a gravel section of Old Highway 45 bet-
ween Booneville and the Booneville-Baldwyn Airport.

The high bidder was Hayes Construction Company at
$314,930.70, a difference of $79,021.36 when compared with

A total of 10 bids were received and opened by the
supervisors Tuesday morning. In addition to Go-By and
Hayes, the following bids were received:

Hill Brothers, $242,772.02; Raymond C. Stack,
$244,145.02; United Builders Inc., $245,693.49; Tippah
Construction, $246,789.15; Wright Brothers, $248,899.99;
Worsham Brothers, $258,039.93; Lewis Construction
Company, $268,350.00; and Concrete Builders, $307,783.02.

The project was originally estimated by engineers at a

bid received. o
Funds from a federal bridge replacement program will
pay 80 percent of the cost of the project. The board of
supervisors last week sold $125,000 in Third District bonds
to Farmers & Merchants Bank of Baldwyn to cover the

' remaining 20 percent of the cost, plus additional expenses

in the Third District.

(See Bids Opened, Page 2)

After 37 Years

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

After writing letters to each other for 37
years a Booneville woman and her English
pen friend finally met in person. :

Mrs. Joe (Mary) Childers of Booneville
said she immediately recognized her
English pen friend Olga Sumner and her
husband Geoff when they arrived at a
Memphis airport.

“I’d not seen a snapshot of them in years
but I knew them immediately,’® Mrs.
Childers recalled, “and I knew that fella
with her had to be Geoff. He was so English
looking!” :

“I remember Olga asking me on the
phone if 1 thought we would know each
other. I said yes, but she insisted on telling
me that she would be wearing a light blue
suit,” Mary laughed.

Olga said, “It's funny how you know
people from writing. It seemed as if we
knew each other, even though we had

never met.”

The Sumners said they only encountered
one minor problem during their flight to
Memphis. Their travel agent had them

booked on a non-existant flight. Con-
sequently they spent some extra hours in
an airport waiting to board the right flight.

‘Geoff said it was 24 hours to the dot when

they left home until they reached
Boomeville. This is their first time to visit
the Wnited States,

The Sumners live in a village called
Chipperfield located north of London. The
nearest large town is Watford whose claim
to fame is that singer Elton John is the
chairman:of the local soccer team.

There is some disagreement as to how
long the two pen friends have actually been
corresponding.

. “I say we have been corresponding since
we were 14-years-old but Mary's mother
says we have been writing since we were 7-
years-old. We're not quite sure but it must
be 37 years,” Olga said.

Whatever their exact age when the letter
writing began, Mary said “We were just
barely old encugh to write!”’

“It was the thing to do to have pen
friends then” Olga said.

The correspondence began when Olga

(See Pen Friends, Page 2)

PEN FRIENDS -~ Mary Childers (left) shows Geoff and Olga Sumner some of the
letters from Olga she has saved. Mary and Olga have been corresponding for 37 years.
The Sumners live in Chipperfield, England. This is the first time the Sumners have
visited the United States. (Photo by Angela Smith)







