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DA Asks For
50-Year Term
For Kidnapper

The district attorney’s office in Corinth has recom-
. mended a 50-year sentence for a Baldwyn man who
pleaded guilty last week in Alcorn County Circuit Court to
kidnapping two 18-year-old Corinth youths after he
| escaped from the Mississippi State Penitentiary in
December 1980.

James Earl Holland was indicted on related kidnapping
and assault charges by an Alcorn County grand jury last
month. He entered guilty pleas to the charges before
Circuit Judge Fred Wicker last Thursday.

Holland reportedly escaped from the Parchman prison
facility on Dec. 17, 1980, after taking the wife and child of a
security guard hostage. He is said to have driven to
Prentiss County where he left them handcuffed to a truck
4 used in the escape. ‘
The Alcorn County indictment against Holland charged
him with abducting Lynn Keith Carmichael and Pamela
Ann Para, both of Corinth, and forcing them at gunpoint to
drive him through seven states.

Holland was captured the next day after Miss Para
reportedly slipped a note to an attendant at a service
station in Tennessee. Holland was finally cornered and
talked into surrendering in Somerville, Tenn.

At the time of his escape from prison, Holland was
serving concurrent 50 and 20-year terms for armed rob-
1 bery and kidnapping in connection with the robbery of a
Lee County grocery and a Prentiss County service station
in 1977.

Sentencing for Holland has been set for Friday
before Judge Neal B. Biggers Jr,
Supervisors Award

$125,000 In Bonds

The Prentiss County Board of Supervisors Monday

" obligation bonds to the Farmers and Merchants Bank of
Baldwyn. e ]

The bonds were issued to provide funds for constructing
and repairing roads and bridges in the Third District and
for acquiring necessary land, building materials and
rights-of-way.

Two other local banks also submitted bids for the bonds.
The board voted unanimously to accept the bid with the
lowest interest rate, which was 10.40 percent from the
Farmers and Merchants Bank.

The Peoples Bank and Trust Company submitted the
high bid of 11.5 percent. The Bank of Mississippi sub-
mitted a bid of 10.462 percent.

Each bidder was required to include a $2,500 check with
the bid as a guarantee that he would carry out the contract
and purchase the bonds if his bid was accepted.

Third District supervisor J.P. Davis said Monday that
part of the funds from this bond sale will be used to match
a federal grant which has been approved to replace three
bridges in the Third District. These bridges are located on
Old Highway 45 South between Booneville and the
Booneville-Baldwyn Airport. ‘

Funds from the federal bridge replacement program
will pay 80 percent of the expense in replacing these
“bridges. The remainipg 20 percent must be provided by
local funds. The projest is estimated to cost $282,394.14.

Davis said that after the county’s 20 percent share of the
bridge project has been paid, the money remaining from
the $125,000 bond sale will be used for general repairs and
expense in the Third District.

Bids for the bridge replacement project are to be
opened at 10 a.m. May 18 at the courthouse.

Iuka Plane Crash
Kills Three

An Iuka pharmacist, his son and a Kentucky man died
| Tuesday afternoon when a single-engine plane in which
they were riding crashed while landing at the Iuka air-
port.

1 The plane was piloted by Thomas Sims Buse. Buses
)| owned pharmacies in Iuka and Corinth. Also killed in the
| crash were Buse’s six-year-old son Anthony and a
mechanic from Martin, Ky., identified as John E.
Howard.

Tishomingo County Sheriff Amos Bates said the wing of
the plane caught a bank on the north end of the runway.
All three passengers were thrown out of the Cherokee
| Lance when it crashed about 30 feet from the runway, he

said.

The Federal Aviation Administration officials were
scheduled to begin investigation of the crash site Wed-
| nesday.

Stennis Fish Fry
Saturday At Park

a fish fry this Saturday at 6 p.m. at the Booneville City
Park.

Sponsored by the Prentiss County Committee to Re-
elect Stennis, the meal is free to the public. Entertainment
will include local gospel, bluegrass and country
musicians.

Stennis will be on hand through out the evening to mett
with area constituents and to discuss the concerns of his
fellow Mississippians, a committee spokesman said.

Attorney General Says

Judge Cannot Serve As Police Officer

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The City of Booneville has
received an opinion from the
office of state Attorney
General Bill Allain that
Fifth District Justice Court
Judge William (Willie)
Anderson cannot legally
continue to serve as both a
county judge and a city
policeman.

Anderson was elected to
the office of Justice Court
Judge in 1979, the first black
ever elected to that office in
Prentiss County.

At the time of the election,

afternoon awarded $125,000 of Third District general | .

Anderson was already
employed as a city
policeman and had also
served as a deputy sheriff
under former sheriff Ralph
Martin.

After he was elected Fifth
District judge, both An-
derson and Police Chief
W.W. Stacy told The Banner-
Independent there would be
no conflict of interest bet-
ween the two positions. They
said any case involving
Anderson as a police officer
would be handled by the city
judge.

In January 1981 County
Attorney John Hatcher

issued an official opinion
which supported this view.
In issuing his opinion,
Hatcher said there would be
no conflict of interest ‘‘as
long as the Justice Court
Judge does not act as the
judge on cases occurring in
the city limits of the city
wherein he is a policeman
and on cases wherein he acts
as a policeman.”

Hatcher said the office of
Justice Court Judge is that
of a magistrate while the
position of policeman is that
of a municipal employee,

However, on March 30 of
this year City Attorney

Eugene Gifford wrote a

‘letter to the Attorney

General’s office in Jackson,
asking ‘‘if the City of
Booneville can legally
continue to employ Mr.
Anderson as a member of
the Booneville Police
Department while he also
serves in the capacity as
Justice Court Judge of the
Fifth District of Prentiss
County.”’

In response, the Attorney
General’s office issued an
opinion. that ‘‘the position of
city policeman and justice of
the peace (Justice Court
Judge) are incompatible.”

By Telephone Executive

Although Allain’s office
did not state specifically
why the two positions are
incompatible, the opinion
listed two similar opinions
made previously by the
Attorney General’s office,

In October 1978, that office
issued an opinion for the city

‘ clerk of Port Gibson which

said the positions of city
policeman and Justice Court
Judge are incompatible.
And in March 1979 it issued
the opinion that a Justice
Court Judge may not serve
as a highway patrolman.
In the opinion issued in
1979, the Attorney General'’s

office said, ““It has been the
subject of previous opinions
from this office that a
Justice Court Judge may not
serve in the dual capacity of
Justice Court Judge an
peace officer.”’ :

Gifford said this week that
he plans to contact the at-
torney general’s officer for
further information on the
subject. He said he will
make a recommendation to
the board of aldermen at
their next meeting as to
whether or not Anderson
should be allowed to con-
tinue to serve in both
capacities.

Measured Local Service Termed

“The Wave Of The Future’

MAKING A POINT -- “Our objective is to provide good
telephone service up here in Prentiss County, as well as
all over the state of Mississippi,”” South Central Bell
Tupelo District manager Tom Bailey pointed out Monday
night at the Prentiss County Development Association’s
board meeting.

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Measured service is the “‘wave of the future” and could

be the answer to many of the complaints voiced against
telephone service in Prentiss County, South Central Beil
Telephone District Manager Tom Bailey told the Prentiss
County Development Association’s board of directors
Monday night. :
Bailey said the long range plan of the phone company
_ galls for the Booneville office to be replaced in 1986, four
“isars from now, with the latest ail-electronic swilching
equipment, which would make measured serviti:
available to Prentiss County residents.

Bailey’s responses came as the PCDA directors put him
on the hot seat at their regular monthly board meeting at
City Hall. The local telephone company manger met with
them to discuss local telephone service and a rate in-
crease which went into effect last week.

Approval of that increase by the state Public Service

Commission is still pending. The PCDA directors went on

record last month as opposing this rate increase.

State representative Billy McCoy voiced his disap-
proval of the rate increase Monday night.

“This comes at an extremely bad time, so far as the
economy is concerned, so far as this area is concerned,”
he said. *“The people in this room and the citizens of this
county and of the adjoining area have been hit awful
hard along with the rest of the nation with energy in-
creases, high interest rates and things like this. It seems
like we’ll meet and we’ll protest and we get a little more
frustrated every time because there’s not much we can do

about it. Here tonight we’re going to issue our protest to
you and, again, I realize we can’t do a whole lot about it,
but we do want to tell you that it disturbs us greatly.”

A NUMBER OF issues were raised by PCDA board
members at Monday night's meeting; but probably the
most emotional issue was the fact that residents of
Booneville can phone very few places outside the city
without having to pay long distance rates.

Booneville Maydr Charles CUrabb acknowledged that
sinee the late 1960’s South Ceni#al Bell has probably spent

~ “in the millions of doliury’ in Preiliss County, disman-
tleing the old Leiephone &4,  uge company, iransfering
the operators out, runing new hage, and incurring other
expenditures. -

““Maybe not in service, but in extended service it hasn’t
helped us a bit,”’ the Mayor said. ‘‘We still cannot call
within our county in any direction you go without paying a
long distance telephone bill. And I feel that this is
discriminatory toward our city and the people of our
county.’”

Mayor Crabb and other local officials and interested
parties have been seeking an answer to this probiem since
1976.

“A person who is now paying $21 out in the rural areas of
our county will be paying $38-$40 a month telephone bills
(under the rate increase),” the Mayor continued. ‘‘Some
people can pay that, but we have countless hundreds of
elderly people who are on fixed incomes who cannot pay
that telephone bill. And I feel that, if we cannot do

(See Measured Service, Page 2]

U.S. Senator John Stennis is scheduled to be present for ;

Area Graduations Begin Tomorrow

Prentiss County High
School seniors and Nor-
theast Mississippi Junior
College sophomores will see
their years of hard work pay
off during the next three
weeks when they take that
final journey down the ailse
for their diplomas.

Although graduation day
signals an end to high school
and junior college days, it
also signals the beginning of
new opportunities ~ whether

the graduate comtinues his
education or enters the. job
market on a full-time basis.
NORTHEAST
JUNIOR COLLEGE
Graduation ceremonies at
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College will be
Friday, May 14, at 8 p.m. in

the Bonner Arnold
Coliseum.

Guest speaker will be
Robert W. Hamblin,

professor of English at

National Hospital Week

Southeastern Missouri State
University.

Approximately 350 Nor-
theast students are can-
didates for graduation.

BALDWYN

Graduation ceremonies at
Baldwyn High School will be
held Sunday, May 16, at 4

pm. in the school gym-

nasium.

Names of the valedic-
torian and salutatorian had
not been announced as of

Hospital Employees Reflect

On Years Of Service

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Dealie Hisaw and Clay
Perry probably know the
inside and the outside of the
‘Beoneville hospital better
than anyone. Both have been
employed at the hospital for
the past 26 years.

When Perry joined the
maintenance staff in April
1955 there were only two
other employees besides
himself in that department.
Today there are nine em-
ployees in the maintenance
department and Perry is
yard supervisor.

Last September Perry
began taking wcare of the
hospital rose garden. His
first task was hauling four
truck loads of bermuda
grass from the rose garden,

His hard work in the rose
garden has paid off, for
today motorists driving past
the hospital can see the well-
tended roses. And Perry
often presents hospital
employees fragrant roses to
place on their desks. Perry’s
work doesn’t end when he
leaves the hospital because
he has over 30 varities of
roses to tend to at his home.

Perry, who is obviously

well-liked by his fellow
employees, has a simple
philosophy which perhaps
explains the longevity of his
job. “I'just try to get along
with everybody,” he said.

LPN Dealie Hisaw wasn't
always an infection control
nurse.

In fact, after working 26
years at the Booneville
hospital, Mrs. Hisaw says
she has worked in just about
every department.

In July 1955 she started out
supervising three
housekeepers. Besides

(see Hospital , Page 2)

Tuesday morning.
Baldwyn High School
senior  Shelia  Smith,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Smith, will be the
speaker during the
graduation ceremony.
Patrick Calomese will give
the invocation and Michael

James will give the
benediction.

Sixty-two seniors are
expected to graduate

Sunday.

THRASHER

Graduation ceremonies at
Thrasher High School will be
held Sunday, May 23, at 2
p-m. in the school gym-
nasium, :

The valedictorian and
salutatorian are scheduled
to speak during the
graduation ceremony.
Valedictorian is Glenn
Huddleston, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Huddleston,
Salutatorian  is Tim

McAnally, son of Mr. and
Mrs. David McAnally.
Fifty-two seniors are

expected to  receive
diplomas.

WHEELER
Wheeler seniors will

receive diplomas Sunday,
May 23, at 3:30 p.m. in the
school gymnasium,

The valedictorian and
salutatorian will be the

(See Graduations, Page 2)

TWO SPECIAL EMPLOYEES - Clay Perry and Dealie Hisaw have both been employed
by the Booneville hospital for 26 years. Mr. Perry is yard supervisor and Mrs. Hisaw is an
infection control nurse. (Photo by Angela Smith) ;






