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Barber Shop Break-In
Suspect Arrested

The Booneville Police Department has a suspect in
custody in connection with a break-in last week at a
downtown barber shop.

Earl J. Owens, 29, of Joneshoro, Ark., is currently in the
city jail, charged with breaking and entering in
connection with the Saturday night (April 24) break-in of
Davis Barber Shop, according to Booneville Police
Chief Bobby Lambert. ‘

Lambert said that when it was determinedthat Owens
was a suspect in the case, he had already gone back to
Arkansas. Lambert said he called the sheriff in Joneshoro
who picked Owens up and held him for the Booneville
Police Department.

Lambert went to Jonesboro Monday to bring Owens
back to Booneville to face charges.

A passer-by discovered the break-in at Davis Barber
Shop when he notice the door ajar on Sunday. Intruders
apparently entered the shop by breaking through an old
skylight on the roof of the building.

The only item discovered missing was a Gibson banjo.
Authorities said they believe the intruders were
frightened off before they could take anything else.

Senator Stennis To

Attend Local Fish Fry

The Prentiss County Committee to Re-elect Senator
John Stennis will host a fish fry Saturday, May 15, at the
Booneville City Park, West Side, beginning at 6 p.m.

The meal, which is free to the public, will include
entertainment by local gospel, bluegrass and country
musicians, a committee spokesman said.

Senator Stennis will be on hand through
out the evening to meet with area constituents and to
discuss the concerns of fellow Mississippians.

“Supporters of the state’s senior senator are
encouraged to make plans to be part of this special
occasion,” a committee spokesman said.

Tornade Season

Is Not Over Yet

Prentiss County Civil Defense Director Bill Prather
warned Tuesday night at the city board meeting that the
tornado season is still here.

“‘People still need to be on the alert when bulletins come
out,” he said.

Prather said there have been three recent tornado
watches and .one severe weather notice in the county.
There was also one possible tornado last week which
caused Wheeler School to go into its tornado drill.

Missing Statue Finds
Its Way Home

Early in January of this year, someone removed the
Statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague from the outside of
the Catholic church in Booneville. Now the statue is once
again on its resting place outside the church.

“As proof that conscience still exists, the statue was.

quietly returned a week and a half ago,” Priest Charles
Flood said this week. “Thanks to all who showed a caring
attitude. We all thank the Lord for inspiring the taker to
become a returner.”

At the time the statue was taken, church members
asked that it be returned since it had no intrinsic
monetary value, but did have sentimental value because
one of the church members had made the statue.

CETA Youth Program

Receives Funding

Mississippi State Job Service officials have announced
that the CETA Summer Youth Employment Program has
been funded again this year.

Corinth Center Manager Charles Smith said Prentiss
County has a tentative allotment of 6 slots in which
economically disadvantaged youth ages 14 through 21 will
be able to work at various city, county, and school
worksites throughout the area again this summer.

“The CETA Summer Youth Program will be similar to
last year’s program,”’ Smith said.“The program will
begin June 14, 1982, and end on August 6, 1982,
Participants will be allowed to work a maximum of 32
hours per week and will be paid minimum wage.
Recruitment and selection will be from all segments of the
economically disadvantaged youth population and
priority will be given to those youths who have not
previously' been in the Summer Youth Employment
Program, with all other factors being considered.”

“Application forms for the program have been
distributed to local schools and are also available at all
Job Service offices. Youth will be selected for the
program by a special committee of at least six county
residents. Those most in need will be selected and all will
be expected to work and earn their wages,” Smith said.

“Work and job safety will be stressed and those youth
not willing to work will be dismissed,” Smith said.

Further information may be obtained at the local Job
Service Office.

State R&1

Annexation

The Mississippi Research
and Development Center in
Jackson has advised the City
of Booneville that it would
probably be too expensive
for the city to expand its
corporate limits at this time.

Mayor Charles Crabb had
earlier asked the R&D
Center to conduct a study on
the feasibility of annexing
additional areas into the city
limits.

As a result of this study, it
was the opinion of the R&D
Center that Booneville
should complete water and
sewerage improvements

necessary to satisfy federal
water pollution and water
quality requirements before
annexing additiomal areas
located outside the existing
city sewerage system
service area.

The area being considered
for annexation lies in all
directions from the city and
consists of a total of about 18
square miles, This area
contains approximately
1,900 persons and has about
45 commercial and
industrial buildings.

According to fthe R&D
study, Booneville currently

has about $1.8 million in
water and sewer revenue
bonds outstanding, with
$800,000 to be paid out in the
year 1998 and the remaining
$1 million scheduled for
retirement in the year 2013.

The Center estimates that
in order to meet water
pollution requirements
almost $4.5 million (1979
dollars) will be needed for.
improvments to the city
sewerage system. Of this
amount, the city must
provide 25 percent or
$1,166,395.

In addition,

‘needed

approximately $300,000 is
to. correct
deficiencies . in the -city’s
water treatment plant,
resulting in a total of
$1,466,395 of local funds
required to satisfy federal
water pollution and water
quality standards within the
existing city sewerage
system service area.
According to Willard B.
Inman of the R&D Center,
the possibility of an
additional $1,466,395 in
water and sewer revenue
bonds at increased interest
rates (12-13 percent) would

THINGS ARE PICKING UP, LITTER-ALY - Thrasher High School set aside last Friday
to hold a clean-up, brighten-up campalgn in the Thrasher community. Spensored by the
Thrasher 4-H clubs, the Beta Club, the student council and the high school student bedy, this
was part of a countywide clean-up campaign during the month of April. The 4-Hclubs were
in charge of cleaning up the roadside from Highway 45 to the school (photo above),
collecting 13 60-gallon oil drums of cans, bottles, paper and other articles. The Beta Club
assumed responsibility of roadside clean-up for @ half-mile radius around the school. The
student council and the rest of the student body cleaned up school gounds, buildings and the
surrounding area. The faculty provided transportation and supervision.

The Booneville Board of
Mayor and Aldermen voted
Tuesday night to require the
local cable TV system to
provide service to every
citizen within the corpeorate
limits of Booneville and that
the same instaliation and
monthly rates apply to all.

Mayor Charles Crabgsaid
Police Chief Bobby Lambert
had told him the cable
systern had estimnated that it
would ¢l 5,902 07 5 run 3
line down the sibett wheie
he lives to service seven
people on that street.

The cable system wanted
these seven people to pay
this expense of running the
cable to their homes before

State Aid Engineer
William P. Stevenson has
notified the Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors of the
approval of a federal grant
for Prentiss County to be
used in replacing three
bridges on a county road
near the Booneville-
Baldwyn Airport.

The plans, specifications
and estimates for the project
were reviewed and
approved by the Mississippi
State Highway Department
in Jackson last month and
the Board of Supervisors
were authorized to advertise
the project for bids.

Bids will be opened at 10

a.m. Tuesday, May 18, at the

result in significant
increases in water and
sewer service fees with the
posibility of some portion of
the amount needed not being
sellable on the bond market.

If the area in question
were to Dbe annexed,
additional costs would be
incurred by the city for
sewer collector lines, street
improvements, and other
city services. In addition,
Inman said, portions of five
private water associations
would probably have to be
purchased and upgraded to
meet city fire protection

it would provide the serivce,
Crabb said.

“I feel they should be able
to furnish service to anyone
in the city limits without
extra cost,” he said.

It was suggested that the
mayor set up a meeting with
Skip Pratt, manager of the
local cable system which is
gwned by Heritage
Communications Inc. of Des
Afoines, Iowa.

At this meating, the mayvor
‘and aldecren’ siso plan o
discuss why there can’t be
additional channels added to
the system, possibly doing
away with the duplication of
some nefworks that now
exists.

Prentiss County Courthouse.

J.PDavis, president of
the Board of Supervisors,
said this week that the
project will consist of
replacing two bridges -- one
wooden structure and one
steel -- with concrete
structures.

A third bridge will be
replaced with a culvert. All
three are located on a gravel
section of Old Highway 45
between Booneville and the
airport,

The project is estimated to
cost $282,394.14. The federal
grant, which Davis said is
part of a federal bridge
replacement program, will
fund 80 percent of the

- Study Indicates
ot Feasible At This Time

standards.

‘“‘Reductions in federal
grant and loan funds
available from sources such
as the Environmental
Profection Agency, the
Appalachian Regional

Commission and the
Farmers Home

Administration, combined
with high loan interest rates
will further compound the
problem of completing

water and sewerage
improvements for both
immediate and furture
needs,” Inman said.

City Board Addresses
Cable TV Problems

The board also voted to
seek to renegotiate the
city’s contract with Heritage
to see if the city can’t get a
high percentage of the
income from the cable TV
service, more in line with
surrounding communities.

The mayor said there have
peen a  number of
complaints about the cable
TV service. He said that
anyone not getting good
carvice should write a letter
“ihe mayor and board of

‘aldermen explaining the

problem,
In other action at Tuesday
night’s city beard meeting,

(See City Board, Page 12)

Federal Grant Approved
For County Bridges

project, with the remainder
to be taken from local funds.

Davis said that even if the
bids go higher than the cost
estimate; the federal grant
will still pay 80 percent.

Once a bid has been
accepted by the Board of
Supervisors, it will have to
be sent to Jackson for
approval by the Division of
State Aid Road
Construction. Davis said he
expects work on the project
to begin within 30 days of
final approval.

Davis credited Rep. Tim
Ford and Gov. William
Winter for helping the -
county to obtain the federal
grant for this project.

Bell District Manager Indicates

Competition Causes Rate Increase

By KEN CHRISTIAN
EDITOR

Legal actions on behalf of companies who wish to
compete with South Central Bell in the communications
business are at least part of the reason for the telephone
company’s proposed rate increase which is scheduled to
go into effect Friday, Tom® Bailey, Tupelo District
‘Manager of South Central Bell, indicated Tuesday.

Speaking to the Booneville Rotary Club, Bailey said that
as a result of lawsuits and Congressional actions on behalf
of these other companies, Bell’s parent company, AT&T,
is having to splitits long distance operations and its local
service into two separate, independent companies, each of
which will have to be totally self-supporting financially.

Since Bell has used long distance toll rates to subsidize
local rates for many years, this means local rates will
have to increase if that company is to be self-supporting.

“Over the next several years, there’s no question that in
order to meet the cost and to do what these rulings dictate,
we've got to put the rates where the costs are,” Bailey
said. “ Everyitem of equipment that we provide has got to
be compensatory - has got to contribute its fair share (of
the expense). This is going to be upsetting. . .and this is
not the end of it.”

‘This is going to be upsetting. . .
And this is not the end of it. . .’

— Tom Bailey,
Bell District Mgr.

SOUTH CENTRAL BELL has asked the Public Service
Commission in Mississippi to approve a rate increase
which would add about $7.20 to the monthly individual
charge for residential one-party one-regular-set service.
A one-party one-regular-set business customer would pay
an additional $15.50 per month. These increases are just
for local service; long distance rates would remain
unchanged.

Bell has also asked for approval in increase rates for
local calls at pay telephones from 10 to 25 cents per call.

Although there are indications the three Public Service
Commissioners in the state are opposed to this rate
increase and may not approve it, Bell is expected to

irpp]ément the rates ~ except for the increase on pay.
telephones - as scheduled and appeal the Commission’s
decision if it should be unfavorable. If, after the appeals
are exhausted, Bell is still denied the rate increase, the
company would have to reimburse with interest those
customers who had been overcharged.

BAILEY TOLD THE Rotarians Tuesday that Bell
Telephone Company was put under government
regulation when Congress passed the Communications
Act in the 1930’s. )

“It was recognized that the telephone business would be
provided more efficiently and would serve the public
better if it were a regulated type of monopoly with an
assigned area that you would work in, And you would have
the peoples’ representative assuring that you provided
good service and reasonable rates and under conditions
that the public would approve of,” he said.

Since Bell was a monopoly, “all the money went into one
pot,” Bailey said, and ‘“we could place our rates for
service in which ever way we pleased that the regulators
would approve of that would maximize the development of .
the telephone system.”

(See Competition, Page 2)







