‘Dedicated To The People And Pfogréss Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

anner - Independent

Vol. 85 Number 9

Booneville, Mississippi

. Thursday, April 29, 1982

Phone 728-6214

28 Pages 25 Cents

Jumpertown Bank

wConstruction Deiayed

Construction of the People’s Bank branch office at
Jumpertown has been delayed because construction bids
were not within the budget, John Smith, executive vice-
president of the banking firm, said Monday.

However, negotiations have been underway with the low
bidder, McAnnally Construction Company of Belmont,
a meeting is scheduled next Wednesday to determine if
the bid will be within the budget now. ‘

20 If the bid is approved, construction should begin
immediately. The cost of the project will be in excess of
$100,000, Smith said.

Construction of the branch office was scheduled to
have begun last month, weather permitting. Although
rainy weather has been prevalent, some progress would
have been made by now on the new facility had the bids
been within the budget, he said.

It is hoped now that the branch office will be ready to
open in August, Smith said.

.. The branch office, which will be a paying and receiving
facility, will initially employ two people. It will be built
across from the Jumpertown Town Hall.

Fire Department

To Receive Grant

% J.P. Davis, 3rd District supervisor, and Fire Chief

Charles Duncan of the Wheeler ' Volunteer Fire
Department, were notified on April 13 that their
application for federal assistance to purchase fire f ighting
equipment has been approved by the Mississippi Forestry
Commission.

The total project cost will run about $4,000. The money
will be used to purchase firefighting equipment to
Iupgrade response time and to increase the safety of the
' Wheeler Volunteer Fire Department.

" Technical assistance for the preparation of the
sapplication was provided by the Prentiss County
Development Association.
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The annual Prentiss County Legislative Coffee,
sponsored by Prentiss County Development
Association and hosted by the Peoples Bank and Trust
Company, is scheduled for this Saturday, May 1,
beginning at 9:30 a.m. .

‘“The public is invited and encouraged to meet at the
bank with area legislators, hear reports and ask any
guestions concerning the past 1982 legisiative session,”
said Doug Mansell, PCDA execufive direcior.
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Pre-Registration
Set For Friday

JUMPERTOWN

The Jumpertown Attendance Center will hold pre-
school registration for first graders from 7:30 a.m. until
2:30 p.m. Friday, May 7, in the first grade building.

To be eligible to enroll in the first grade, a child must be
six years old on or before Sept. 1, 1982. A certified birth
certificate and immunization record (blue certificate of
compliance) are required.

Jumpertown first grade students will not attend school
on May 7.

HILL'S CHAPEL

Hill’s Chapel Attendance Center will have first grade
registration for the 1982-83 school year from 7:30 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m. Friday, May 7.

Children must be six years old by Sept. 1, 1982, fo be
{ seligible to enter first grade. Parents should bring a
certified copy of the child’s birth certificate and a blue slip
verifying the chilid’s immunizations.

First grade students at Hill's Chapel will not attend
school on Friday, May 7.

| Church Of Christ
Has New Minister

Doug Greenway has
been named as the new
minister at the Booneville
Church of Christ.

Greenway, 27, was born
in Paragould, Ark., and
attended Harding
University in Searcy, Ark.
He received his B.A. and
M.A. degrees in education
from the University of
Southern Mississippi. i

He is married to the
former Becky Mitchell of
Pascagoula, Miss. They are the parents of three children,
Stephen, 4, Beth, 2, and Mark, 10 months, and are
expecting their fourth child this fall. The Greenways
moved to Booneville Monday of ldst week.

_ He is the son of Morris and Juanita Greenway of
i Paragould, Ark. His father is a pastor and a retired
mailman. :

Greenway has pastored churches in Mounds, Ark,
Cochran, Mo., and five years at Ocean Springs Church of
Christ in addition to teaching school for several years. He
preached his first sermon when he was 10-years-old.
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DOUG GREENWAY

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Elected officials and representatives from a 13-county
area of Northeast Mississippi met with District ITI Public
Service Commissioner D.W. Snyder last Thursday at the
Ramada Inn in Tupelo to discuss a proposed rate inicrease
from the South Cerntral Bell Telephone company.

Sponsored by N.E.D.A.,, a local lobbying group, the
meeting was an opportunity for officials of the 13-county
area served by N.E.D.A. to express their feelings about
the proposed increase.

“Ican’t tell you how I'm goeing to vote on the case until
it’s heard,”” Snyder told the group. S

Members of the group — which included superwvisors,
mayors and elected state representatives — told Snyder
that a large number of the residents of Northeast
Mississippi will have their phones disconnected if South
Central Bell follows through with the rate increase.

SOQUTH CENTRAL BELL has asked the Public Service
Commission of Mississippi to approve a rate hike which
would increase the charge for residential one-part
telephone service with one regular set approximately

‘We're going to have an in-depth hearing.
We're going to hire a law firm which is
knowledgeable of the utility laws

of the state.’ ~ Snyder

$7.20 per month. A -oneparty, oneregular-set business
telephone customer would pay an additional $15.55 per
month,

According to Snyder, the Public Service Commission,
which has regulatory authority over a number of services
in the state, first sets a docket of all cases filed with the
agency. The docket is called on the first Tuesday of each
month, at which time all non-protested cases are usually
heard. Protested cases, such as the South Central Bell
case, are set to be heard at a later date.

Once a request, such as the one from South Central Bell,
is filed with the Commission, the three-member board has
180 days in which to hear the case. “If we do not hear the
casein 180 days,” Snyder said, ‘‘the rates that are filed go

ea Leaders Meet With Commissioner
About Telephone Rate Increase

“We're going to have an in-depth hearing,” he said.
“We've hired a law firm which is very knowledgeable of
the utility laws of the state. We’ve hired Maurice Dantin’s
firm.” (In addition to being a respected attorney, Dantin
has been an active political figure in the state within the
past few years.)

Snyder said the Public Service Commission is also going
to “hire the very best consultants that we think we can
hire.”

“They’ve got the best attorneys that money can buy,”
he said of the phone company. “They’ve got the best
engineers that money can buy; they've got the best
economists that money can buy. . .the best consultants as
a whole. And they are pros, They have teams that go from
Atlanta to Montgomery, from Atlanta to Tennessee, from
Atlanta to Jackson, Miss., to testify in these rate cases
and they know so much about what they're doing.”

“And that's the reason I say that we’ve got to hire the
very best that money can buy or we're going to be out
there in left fielé”not knowing what we're doing,” the
Commissioner said.

into effect’

But Snyder indicated that would not happen in this case.
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PCEPA Power Association Manager J.W. Abemethy
And Successor Ronny Rowland (Insert)

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

There was a time when the
most acceptable role for
women was that of wife and
mother. Often it was a bad
reflection on the husband if
his wife worked outside the
home.

Consequently there
were - t many wives who

worked outside the home
unless the man was
incapicated or the married
woman was a widow.

The education and
training of women was

‘geared for the role she was

supposed to occupy. In fact,

it was considered dangerous

to ‘overeducate’ a woman
because she might. become
disatisfied with her role.

Arson Suspects
Bound Over

To Grand Jury

The two remaining people
who were recently arrested
on charges stemming from
an April 1 fire that destroyed
a Jumpertown house have
been bound over to the
action of the Prentiss County
Grand Jury which meets in
June.

A preliminary hearing for
Pete Murphy, 37, of Lee
County, was held Friday of
last week. Murphy, who is
charged with first-degree
arson, was bound over to the
action of the grand jury and
is free on $100,000 bond.

George Harkins, 54, of
Jumpertown, waived a
preliminary hearing and
was also bound over to the
action of the grand jury.
Harkins, who is also charged
with first-degree arson,
remains in the Prentiss

Turner, 33,

County jail under' $100,000
bond.

Earlier this month O’Neal
of Pontotoc
County and Linda (Mrs.
Henry) Lawson, 29, of
Jumpertown were bound
over to the action of the
Prentiss County grand jury,

Turner was charged with
first-degree arson and Mrs,
Lawson was charged with
conspiracy to commit arson,
Turner is out of jail on
$30,000 bond and Mrs.
Lawson is free on $12,000
bond.

Mrs. Lawson was the
owner of the burmed brick
house. Some items that were

in Mrs. Lawson's house
‘before it' burned -were:

reportedly found im Turner’s
residence and in Murphy's
home.

active part of the work

that the boss, executive, or

Effective May 1, the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association will have
a new manager.

At a meeting of the
"PCEPA board of directors
Shped TR Jarnes: W
Afernell ¥, masidger of the
‘association singe Dec. 12,
1960, ' announced  his
retirement, effective April
30

The board of directors
promoted Ronny Rowland,
present assistant manager,
to the position of manager,
effective May 1. Abernethy
will continue on a part-time
basis with the association
for a few months during the
transition to the new

and occupy management
positions is still
dramatically low.

Today while women are an
force, it is often assumed

professional will be male
and the assistant, helpmate,
‘gal Friday’ will be female.

Although women’s role in
our society is undergoing a
major tramsition, the
percentage of women who
own their own businesses

percent of all

from

U.S. Business receipts.

Women-owned businesses
made up only about seven
U.s.
businesses in 1979. Receipts
women-owned
businesses only totalled one-
third of one percent of all

The Vocational Business

REGARDLESS OF THE outcome of the hearing,
(See Area Leaders, Page 2)

manager.

Abernethy came to the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association from
Gibson County Electric
Cooperative in Trenton,
Tenn., where he was
assistant masager

He has served the slectric
consumers of Prentiss
County for 2112 years.
During this period, the local
association has established
a reputation throughout the
Tennessee Valley for
providing good, dependable
electric service to 'its
members while reducing
electric rates to the lowest
rate of any electric power
association in the TVA

Education Department at
the Prentiss County Vo-Tech
has undertaken a project
aimed at encouraging sex
equity in the business world.

Next Wednesday a
workshop featuring women
in business will be held at
the Vo-Tech emphasizing
women as leaders in
business. Issues will be
discussed that women in

LIGHTNING STRIKES CHURCH - Lightning struck
_the Christ Methodist Church in Blackland early Monday,
knocking the steeple to the ground. The inside of the church

PCEPA Manager Retires,

Board Names Successor

system.

PECPA is also one of the
strongest electric systems
financially in the South.

“I have enjoved serving
the members of the Prentiss

Cpeus v Eleetric  Power

Asgoihation for the past 2814
vears,”’ Abernethy said.
“The members have been
very cooperative in allowing
us to build and maintain
power lines on their
property and by being very
understanfing as electric
rates have climbed higher
and higher in spite of our
efforts to hold the rates
down.”

(See PCEPA, Page 9)

inging Role Of The Modern Woman

business face daily.

It is the belief of the
instructors at the Vo-Tech
that business education has
too long been associated
with training secretaries
and that business education
should include training
women as well as men for
entrepreneurship.

(See Changing Role, Page 9)

also’was damaged as the carpeting caught fire, light
fixtures were loosened, and the Celetex fell from the ceiling
in the auditorium, The organ was also damaged. (Photos

Courtesy of Larry Finger)






