e

‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

- Jundependent

ol. 85 Number 7 Booneville, Mississippi Thurs.dcy_, April 15, 1982 Phone 728-6214 22 Pages 25 Cents
In Brief County Jail Overcrowded

Prentiss Countian

Federal Charges

A Prentiss County man, who was recently indicted by a
federal grand jury of interstate transportation of a stolen
motor vehicle and concealing and disposing of a stolen
motor vehicle, pleaded innocent to the charge when he
appeared for arraignment in Oxford Tuesday before U.S.
‘Magistrate Norman Gillespie.

The first count of the md:ctment returned against
Sammy Lee Eaton, 38, of Route 1, Rienzi, charges that on
August 6, 1981, he transported a stolen 1981 GMC pick-up
from Shelby County, Tenn., to Prentiss County. The
second count charges he concealed and disposed of the
pick-up, knowing it to have been stolen.

Court date for the case is scheduled for June 7, in
Aberdeen with U.S. Disirict Judge L.T. Senter Jr.
presiding.

Eaton was represented by Carol Theeatt, a court
appointed attorney from the University of Mississippi.
Eaton is free on $2,500 bond.

Pleads InnOceIit To|

Cochran To Attend
S&mrday Fish Fry

Sen. Thad Cochran will visit Booneville Saturday for a
fish fry to be held at the Booneville West Side Park. The
fish fry will start at noon. -

Cochran’s visit here is sponsored by the Prentiss County
Republican Executive Committee. Party leaders and
citizens from Tippah, Tishomingu anci Alcorn counties are
also expected to attend.

R.H. Bends, spokesman for the committee, said the visit
is a part of the Senator’s plan fo visit every area of the
state periodically to stay in touch with his constituents.

Tickets for the fish fry are available from any member
of the Prentiss County Republican Executive Committee.

Stennis Supporters

To Meet Today

A group of Prentiss Countians supporting the re-election
‘of Sen. John Stennis .are holding an organizational
meeting for the Prentiss County Campaign for Stennis at
noon foday in the Alumni Room of the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

“dutch” luncheon.

According to Stewart Vail, one of the organizers of the
meeting, Marks Huff from Sen. Stennis’ campaign
headquarters will be at today’s meeting with campaign
buttons and bumper stickers. ‘

Representatives frem each community in Prentiss
County are expected to attend the meeting, according to
Vail. The public is also invited to attend, he said.

Booneville Pre-School
Registration April 29

The Booneville Elementary School will hold pre-school
registration for first graders from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. April
27-29. Students may also be registered from 6 p.m. until 8
p-m. Thursday, April 29.

All children who will be 6 years old by Sept. 1, 1982, may
register. School officials ask that parents bring a certified
birth certificate and a Mississippi immunication record
when they register their children.

For further information, call the Booneville
Elementary School at 728-4437.

Thrasher Pre-School
Registration April 23

The Thrasher Attendance Center will hold pre-school
registration from 7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. Friday, April 23,
for students entering the first grade for the 1982-83 school
year.

To be eligible to enroll in the first grade, a child must be
six years old on or before Sept. 1, 1982. The child’s
certified birth certificate and immunization record (blue
certificate of compliance) from the health department or
a doctor are required.

Thrasher first grade students will not attend school on
April 23. ;

The meeting, which is open to the public, will includea

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

There are at least 251 known, wanted criminals (or at
least suspects) walking the streets of Prentiss County
today.

The Prentiss County Sheriff’s Department has warrants
to arrest all of them and even knows where to locate most
of them, yet can do very little about it.

Because once the county jail is filled to its capacity with
prisoners, the Sheriff's Department could be in viclation
of federal law if officers tr:ed to put additional prisoners
in the jail.

“We have 251 oufstanding war'rants we can't serve
because we don't have anywhere to put the pnsener'%
Sheriff John McCauley said Tuesday.

Of the 251, he estimates that 50 are for women, five for:
juveniles and three are capias warrants (circuit court
warrants).

The sheriff said he wants the people to know why many
of the warrants are not being served and why the Sheriff's
Department is operating at less than half of its
capabilities. ‘'It’s because we have no room in the Jall i
he said.

ON THE HUNT ~ A typical Easter scene, young Emily Fulper (front) and Mikey Burns
look for Easter eggs hidden in the grass while Mikey's mother, Marie Burns, snaps photos
at an Easter egg hunt and cookout heid Saturday at the Catholic church on Highway 45
South of Booneville. Others participating in the egg hunt included Jep and Johnathan
Madara, John Fulper, Shannon and Bobble Bullock, and Patricls and Lyndon Ratliff.

Sheriff’s
Tuesday. He remains in the
county jail on $200,000 bond.
Sartin said Murphy's bond

was set at
because he is a convicted

‘How Many Can We Lock

‘Drunks are running all over the
county just like they were when

1 first took office. .
- Sherdt McCauley

In addition to the unserved warrants, ‘drunks are
running all over the county just like they were when I first
took office,” McCauley said, “because once we reach our
capacity, there’s nothing we can do about it.”

ALL COUNTY JAILS in the state of Mississippi are
currently under a federal court order to meet minimal
living standards for prisoners. However, the state
attorney general’s office has informally asked for an
extention of that deadline until the court clarifies what the
minimal standards are.

In an attempt to improve the situation at the Prentiss
County Jail - and also to protect himself from a possible
lawsuit since he himself is liable if he has not attempted to
make changes in the situation - Sheriff McCauley has

Hits Building

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

While Mrs. Joe Windham
of Route 1, Booneville, was
inside her doctor’s office
Monday, her 1974 Chevy Luyv
pick-up truck went for a
little ride and crashed into

the baak of Reinbold
: ;;.;a.*‘:éﬁ Wesson,

. sinvestigated  the
accident, sdid Mrs.

Windham apparently left
her truck in neutral when
she parked in Dr.
Cartwright’s parking lot,
After Mrs. Windham went
into the doctor’s office, the
accident that happened was
one that “‘will never happen

The Prentiss County
Development
plans to go on  record
opposing a rate increase
which South Central Bell
Telephone Company has
submitted to the state Public
Service Commission for
approval.

Acting on the
recommendation of
Booneville Businessman
Stewart Vail, the PCDA
directors voted to have their
attorney draw wup a

opposes the rate increase
but which also notes PCDA’s
disapproval of the telephone
service which residents of
Prentiss County have
received for a number of
years.

Last week South Central
Bell asked the Public
Service Commission to
approve a rate increase “to
cover the steadily
. increasing cost of providing
telephone = service in
Mississippi.”’

If the phone company’s

Department Monday from the Prentiss
County jail on $12,500 bond.
Turner is free on $20,000
- bond. Harkins. whose bond
‘this figure is also set at $20,000

remained

p Tonight?’

presented a “Letter of Request” to the Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors. . .
“I am requesting that we be furnished with room for 35
beds, a drunk tank, a padded cell, a juvenile department
and a female department,” McCauley told the .
supervisors. ‘‘We wouid also like to have a kitchen in our |
jail or have the meals furnished by the hospital. The
meals we are getting now are not nutritionally balanced.”
At the present time the county jail has a capacity of 12
prisoners. “For the past several months,” the sheriff said,
“we have had our jail and the city jail full, plus two .
working inmates (trustles) sleep on couches in the jail -
lobby.”’ _
*“The city is complaining because we have their jail full .
and they have no where to lock up their prisoners,” he .
said. ‘I can't blame them, because they can’t do their job

- as it should be done. When thay stop us from using their -

jail, we will have to let several prisoners go free that don't

Cliff

- request
Association

resolution which not only -

Four people have been was charged with
arrested on charges conspiracy tocommit arson,
stemming from an April 1 said Carl Sartin,
fire that destroyed a investigator for the Prentiss
Jumpertown house. “ County Sheriff's

George Harkins, 54, of Department.

Jumpertown, Wilson O'Neal
Turner, 33, of Pontotoc
County, and Roe Daniel
“Pete’ Murphy, 37. of Lee
County, were each charged
with first-degree arson.
Linda (Mrs. Henry)
Lawson, 29, of Jumpertown,

Mrs. Lawson, owner of the
burned brick house, and
Harkins were arrested by
Lee County lawmen
Thursday of last week at a
Tupelo motel.

Murphy turned himself in
to the Prentiss County

felon who is out on appeal
and that he has been
indicted on a charge of
conspiracy to commit
murder in a case involving
Lee County Sheriff Robert
Herring.

Mrs. Lawson was released

in the Prentiss
County jail as of Tuesday
morning.

Some items that were in
Mrs. Lawson's house before
it burned were reportedly
found in Turner's residence
and in the home of “Pete"

need to be on the streets.”

J.P, DAVIS, PRESIDENT of the Board of Supervisors,
said Wednesday that the board has discussed McCauley's

(See ‘How Many,’ Page 2}

again,” Wesson said.

The truck started relling
and only missed hitting a
pick-up by a foot. It veered
between two parked cars,
and jumped a curb, while
missing every tree. It then
went through some bushes
before hitting Reinbold’s
metal building, Wesson said.

Wesson spectilaad
for the bushes,

would have gone through the

building,.
No was hurt in ‘the freak
accident, although

employees at Reinbold
Printing were startled, to
say the least,

‘““When we  heard
something slam into the
back of the building we

18 approved, the
charge for residential one-
party service with one
regular set would increase
about $7.50 per month, A
one-party business phone
customer with one regular
set would pay an additional
$15.55 per month.

The request also includes
a price increase from 10to 25
cents for local calls from
coin operated phones, as
well as a restructuring and
repricing for intrastate
WATS customers.

“I think what they plan to
do is pop it to the old folks
and the poor people because
they can't increase the long
distance rates,’” Vail said in
making. his
recommendation,

It was pointed out in the
meeting that people who live
in Baldwyn and Wheeler can
call all the way fo Nettleton
and it will still be a ‘‘local”
call. Yet, “just about any
direction you go from
Booneville, you can find
places in Prentiss County

First-Degree

Murphy.

The Booneville Fire
Department received a call
around 2:50 a.m. on April 1
that Mrs. Lawson's home
was burning. Firemen from
Booneville and Jumpertown
battled the fire for almost
three hours, but the home
was a total loss. The damage
was estimated to be $75,000.

State Deputy Fire
Marshall Mike Ivy said
persons convicted of arson

L pot
i
- someone might be driving it,

Truck Goes For Joy Ride

rushed out to see what had
happened and there was a
truck!"” Lenora Reinbold
said.

Police were already on the
scene when Mrs. Windham
came out of the doctor’'s
office, Wesson said.

Aitho'ugh the path of about
35 «yards that the truck
‘raveled seemed as if

Wesson said the ground was
muddy and no footprints
were found near the truck.

Damage to Reinbold’s
building was about $500,
Mrs. Reinbold said. Wesson
estimated damage to Mrs.
Windham's truck to be about
the same amount.

PCDA Directors Oppose

Telephone Rate Increase

‘that are ‘long distance’ from
“Booneville." :

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb also spoke in favor of
PCDA opposing the rate
increase and the telephone
service here.

“I feel that we have been
humiliated in our area,” he
said. “I am willing to go to
any extent within the law to
bring attention to Soutly
Central Bell 'our situation
and get them to do
something about it.”

“If a person in Wheeler
needs the sheriff or a fire
truck from the city, he's got
to call long distance the
mayor said. ‘‘Southern Bell
has discriminated against
the citizens of Booneville
and the outlying areas.”

Vail said that all three of

the Public Service
Commissioners have said
they oppose the rate

increase requested by the
phone company, but that
even if they do not approve
it, Bell will appeal it and go
ahead with the increase,

Arson

charges could receive prison
terms of two to 20 years.

Lawmen .in Prentiss,
Pontotoc and Lee Counties
and Highway Patrol officers
helped state fire officials
with the mvesngat:cm of the
fire,

The arrests show that
state and local authorities
are working together to.
solve cases of suspected
arson, Ivy said.






