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Spring Clean-Up
Planned By Committee

The Prentiss County Beautification Committee, which
consists of representatives from all area communities,
has asked local officials to proclaim the period of March
22 through April 19 as Prentiss County Spring Clean-up
Time, according to Doug Mansell, executive director of
the Prentiss County Development Association.

Several activities have been planned throughout this
period, including beautification programs at all schools
within Prentiss County. Poster or essay contests will be
conducted at each school, with awards presented for those
judged as the best.

The Beautification Committee, along with the Prentiss
County Extension Office and PCDA which are helping
sponsor the project, is encouraging each town, com-
munity, civic group and others to prepare and complete
some type of clean-up or beautification project.

A call should be made to either the Extension office or
the PCDA office to explain the project, Mansell said. Upon
completion of these projects, Beautification Committee
representatives will present an award, he said.

No Arrests Yet In
Week-Old Shooting

No arrests have been made yet following a shooting
early Sunday morning F'eb. 28, that resulted in the death
of a Booneville city employee.

Dave (Smoke) Rogers Jr., 57, of Jacinto Heights died
after he was shot twice -- once in the left side of the neck
and once in the left arm - with a small caliber weapon.

The shooting apparently occurred during a birthday
party at the Jacinto Heights residence of Lillie Mae Friar.

Local authorities discovered Rogers’ body about 40 feet
behind his neighbor’s house around 1 a.m.

Seventeen people were questioned by law authorities

{yfollowing the shooting.

Evidence was sent to the state crime lab last Thur-
sday. It will be several weeks before the results are
returned, officers said.

Rogers had been employed by the city for about 28
years. He had served as street superintendent since last
June.

Local Man Killed |
In Motorcycle Crash

A 58-year-old Booneville man was killed Tuesday af-
ternoon in Burnsville while attempting to pass a car on his
motorcycie.

The accident happened at 1 p.m. on Mississippi 365
inside the Burnsville city limits. ]

Highway patrol officials identified the victim as Kinyon
Bain, 58, of Route 6, Booneville.

Highway Patrol investigating .officer Ralph Mon-
tgomery said Bain was attempting to pass a car, which
was turning left to a driveway.

Bains’ motorcycle hit the left side of the automobile
driven by James Timbes, 20, of Route 2, Iuka. Timbes was
not injured, Montgomery said.

Services for Mr. Bain will be today, Thursday, March
18, at 10 a.m. at Colemen Funeral Home East Chapel in
Corinth with the Rev. Travis Smith officiating. Burial will
be in W.A. Rogers Cemetery in Tennessee.

He was a member of the Frazier Baptist Church and a
retired sheet metal worker. He was a veteran of World
War II. !

(See Local, Page 2)

Local Church To
Celebrate 111th Year

The Booneville Presbyterian Church will celebrate the
111th anniversary of the organization of the local
congregation with special services this Sunday.

Morning worship will be at 11 a.m. instead of the usual 9
a.m, service. The Rev. Amos L. Wilson of Lebanon, Tenn,,
will deliver the morning message, The Rev. Wilson served
as postor of the church during 1960-61.

An open house will be held at the church Sunday af-
ternoon. '

The Booneville Presbyterian Church was organized
March 3, 1871, when 19 members transferred from the

cupied by the Gaston Baptist Church. Presbytery
dissolved the Ebenezer Church in the fall of 1898 and
transferred the few remaining members to the Booneville
Presbyterian Church. :

The congregation moved into its present church
building in 1973. The former location of the church was the
area now occupied by the Bridge Apartments. The
original building was a wooden structure, with a brick
church being built in 1911. A white frame two-story par-
sonage was built in 1901 just east of the church.

The Rev. L.K. Foster has been serving as pastor of the
Booneville and Saltillo Presbyterian churches since 1969.
His residence is in Saltillo.

The Rev. Wilson, Sunday’s guest speaker, is a native of
Madisonville, Tenn., and grew up in East Tennessee, He is
a graduate of the Unijversity of Tennessee, Union
Theological Seminary of Richmond, Va., and Mississippi
State University.

In addition to serving the Booneville Presbyterian

| Church, he served as pastor of the New Hope

Presbyterian Church at Biggersville in 1960-61. He then
served for several years as the Preshyterian Campus
Pastor at Mississippi State University.

The Rev, Wilson has also served as chaplain at Brushy
Mountian State Prison and Tennessee State Prison, He is
presently Chief of Chaplains for the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Corrections.

Ebenezer Church which was located at the spot now oc- |

QUCH!!! — Gary White, an eighth grade student at Thrasher School, grimaces after
misspelling a word inthe Prentiss County Spelling Bee Tuesday night at the courthouse. But
luck was with Gary as the only other remaining contestant also missed the same word,
giving him another chance. Gary; the 13-year-cld son of Mr. and Mrs. H.D. White of Route 3,
Rienzi, went on to win first place in the contest. (Additional story and photo on page 3)

Construction Program:

NE To Apply For Funds

The Northeast Mississippi
Junior College ad-
ministration has received
the go-ahead from trustees
to apply for '$200,000 in
construction funds.

These funds are an ad-
dition to a budget increase of
$17,215 approved for a
building ' program already
underway.

This action was taken by
the NEMJC hboard of
trustees at their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday of
last week,

The $200,000 request will
be made to the state building
commission and the

vocation division of the State .

Department of Education.
Monies will be used to
renovate Wright Hall.

“This work will center on
sand blasting the brick and
adding stone where the

painted concrete is,” said
NE President Harold T.
White. ¢

The building will also
receive other improvements
— such as adding storm
windows, relocating par-
titions, putting up new wall
covering most of the
building and improving the
heating and cooling units.

“It will be a gneral
overhaul job,"” President
White said.

The Board passed a
change order to approve the
additional $17,215 ex-
penditure for the work being

done on two main dor-

mitories.

“This deals with changing
existing tiles to ceramic in
the bathrooms, changing
shower specifications in
both dorms and adding vinyl
wall covering to one wall of

1

“were

each of the bedrooms,” he
said,

In other business the
board accepted bids for
printing supplies, and
vocational equipment. Bids
taken under ad-
visement for the purchase of
security alarms for the
business office,

The board also accepted
the recommendation to
purchase a used dragline for
the vocational education
program. The dragline,
which will cost $8,500, will be
purchased from Scribner
Equipment Co. in Amory.

The board accepted a new
admissions policy for
associate degree nurses, A
change in the provision for
academic standing asnd
withdrawal policies was also

(See Northeast, Page 3)

In Police Investigation

Evidence Will Go
To Grand Jury

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Any evidence gathered
against three Booneville
police officers and one
former member of the
department is expected to be
presented to the next
session of the Prentiss
County  Grand  Jury,
probably in June, Assistant
District Attorney Richard
Bowen said Wednesday.

The four men, two black
and two white, have been
accused of illegally taking
some items from a down-
town variety store while
they were on duty late one
night during the latter part
of 1979.

The two white officers
reportedly confessed to the
theft to another Booneville
policeman and named the
two blacks as accomplices,

However, the two black
officers, Bob Jones and
Willie Anderson, later came
forward " and publicly
declared their innocence,
demanding that their ac-
cusers either bring charges
against them or apoligiie for
damaging their reputgiions
and their efficiency as police
officers. 5

Mansiiug

The manslaughter trial of
a Prentiss County man, who
received a change of venue
after the state Supreme
Court reversed his 1979
murder conviction, began in
Aberdeen Tuesday.

James Lowrey (Larry)
Edge, 36, was convicted in a
jury trial in the October 1979
term of  Prentiss County
Circuit Court of the shotgun
slaying of another Prentiss
Countian, John Wayne

The names of the two
white officers involved have
not been released by
authorities.

Bowen said the District
Attorney’s office was ap-
proached a few weeks ago
by a city policeman who

turned some information -

over to him. “We have never
been approached by the city
government, the chief of
police or the police com-
missioner,” he said Wed-
nesday.

Although Bowen con--

firmed that an investigation
is underway, he admitted
that ‘‘our investigative
resources are quite limited -
we're prosecutors.’’
However, Bowen in-
dicated that an investigator
for the Mississippi Highway
Patrol is investigating the
incident ‘‘quite vigorously.”
“I expect the investigation
will be complete before the
next term of the grand jury
in Prentiss County,” Bowen
said. ‘““‘And whatever
evidence we have, we will
present to the grand jury the
next time it convenes.”
The incident in question
occurred one night in 1979
when a policeman making

i
Tiby

Murphy, 39 at Elder’s Lake
on the night of Oct. 24, 1978,
William Shouse, Dr.
Houston Franks, and former
sheriff Ralph Martin
testified for the State on
Tuesday. Eva Epperson was
being cross-examined by
defense attorney John
Farese of Ashland at
presstime Wednesday.
District Attorney Richard
Bowen of Tuka said the state
would probably rest its case

In One-Car Accident

Marietta Man Killed

A Marietta man is dead as
the result of a one-car ac-
cident which occurred north
of Baldwyn early Saturday
morning.

Frank Blane Pharr, 21, of
Marietta, was killed when
the 1976 Datsun he was
driving ran off the left side
of the road, flipped, and
trapped him inside, ac-
cording to Prentiss
Hallmark, radio dispatcher
at the Baldwyn Police
Department.

The accident happened
north of the Bio Clinic on
Highway 45 at about 4:55

Layoffs Begin At Yellow

TVA began to implement
its layoff plan at Yellow
Creek  Nuclear Plant
Monday by dismissing 55
workers,

An official at the Yellow
Creek plant said at least 40
workers per day will be
terminated this week. The
official would not comment
on how the layoffs will be
handled after Friday.

TVA plans to lay off 1,713
employees by July 1. This
would leave about 375 em-
ployees, including 75 per-
sons in management at the
plant, ;

The remaining employees
will be responsible for

maintenance and security at
the plant. In keeping a
maintenance force at Yellow
Creek, TVA has the
flexibility to start con-
struction again or to replace
it with an entirely new plant
with coal-fired capacity.
TVA will have to spend an
estimated $20 million to $30
million per year to keep
Yellow Creek in deferral,

Commenting om the
deferral Monday, Rep.
Jamie Whitten, D-Miss.,
said that under the law the
running of the power
operation is strictly under
the control of the TVA board
of directors.

However, the
congressman, a long-time
supporter of TVA, said, “I
am hopeful that the direc-
tors will realize the purpose
of the TVA act was to make
power available for
developments of the whole
Tennessee River Valley and
not merely that in the state
of Tennessee.”

He added that the TVA
board had assured him that
attention is being given to
additional developments of
the Yellow Creek Port.

The congressman said

that this port, originally

financed by TVA, needs an

increase in facilities to meet

forseeable needs.

The Yellow Creek plant’s
construction has been un-
derway for more than three
years. The estimated cost of
the plant is $1.25 billion.
Some $871 million was spent
on the deferred Unit 1, on
which construction was
halted last March. The plant
is 33 percent complete.

An estimated 501 workers
at the project are from
Tishomingo County and
another 178 come from
Alcorn County.

Exact figures for the
number of workers from

a.m, Saturday, he said.
Prior to the accident, a
police officer saw Pharr at
Mr. Quik, Hallmark said.
The Jaws of Life were
used by Booneville firemen
to free Pharr’s body from
the car. '
Services for Mr. Pharr
were Monday, March 15, at
11 a.m. at McMillan Funeral
Home Chapel with the Rev,
Richard Gooch officiating,
Burial was in Zions Rest
Cemetery,
He was a member of the
Church of Christ and a
sawmill employee,

his rounds discovered the
door to the Win-Way store
open. He then called the
other  three officers to the
store.

The two white officers

reportedly claim that the
four policemen took some
items from the store while
waiting for the store
manager to be located.
- However, the two black
officers claim _they took
nothing, that they -called
then-chief of police W.W.
Stacy and that an officer
stood watch at the store until
the manager could be
located.

An investigation at the
time of the incident
reportedly revealed no
evidence of break-in at the
store. Investigators said
either the door was just left
unlocked or someone had a
key to the door.

The manager of the store
is reported to have said that
a few items appeared to be
missing from the store, but
that it would be virtually
impossible to determine
what, if anything, had been
taken. pase

No charges were brought
in the incident.

i
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Trial Now U ndei:ivay |

Wednesday morning. He
said he expected the trial to
conclude by late Wednesday
or Wednesday night.

The jury is composed of
one man and 11 women,

Edge’s trial had been
scheduled last November,
but was postponed when one
of the State’s chief witnesses
could not be located.

In February 1981 the state

(See Trial, Page 2}

He is survived by his wife,
Mrs. Shelia Woodruff Pharr
of Saltillo; his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Hollis Pharr of
Marietta; his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Toy Pharr of

‘Savannah, Tenn., and Mrs.

Junior Harp of Lenox, Ga.; a
brother, Andy Pharr of
Marietta; two sisters, Mrs.
David (Denise) Patten of
Booneville, and Miss Cindy
Pharr of Marietta; and a
step-sister, Denise Pharr
Hunt of Savannah, Tenn.
McMillan Funeral Home
was in  charge of
arrangements.

reek Plant

Prentiss County at the
power plant were
unavailable Tuesday, but a
TVA spokesman said that
Prentiss County is not in-
cluded in the “impact’’ area
as are Alcorn and
Tishomingo counties,

The TVA board of
directors voted two weeks
ago to halt work on the
Yellow Creek Nuclear Plant
near Iuka, and at the Hart-
sville Nuclear Plant in
liddle Tennessee.

No decision 'has been
made on how long the
deferrals will be in effect.
TVA official George Kim-
mons has said the deferrals

may last for up to five years
due to licensing problems.

The expense of completing
the nuclear reactors, now
considered to be eight times
as much as the original
estimate, and the fact that
energy consumption is not
growing as fast as projected
were cited as the main
reasons for deferring con-
struction at the plants.

However, on Monday Rep.
Whitten said attention is
being given by the TVA
board to the need for ad-
ditional power in the Ten-
nessee Valley parts of
Northeast Mississippi.






