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Governor’s Wife

To Speak Tonight

Mrs. Elise Widter, wife
of Gov. William Winter,
will be the featured
speaker for the annual
joint meeting of the
Business and Professional
Women's Club and the
Pilot Club at 7 p.m. March
11 in the Frank Haney
Union at  Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

Active in a number of
civic organizations, Mrs.
Winter is a member and
past president of the
Official Mississippi
Women’s Club, a member
of the board of directors of
the Easter Seal Society,
volunteer worker at
University Hospital in
Jackson, and a member of
the Rust College board of
trustees.

Mrs. Winter is an honor
graduate of Northwest
Junior College and the
University of Mississippi.
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MRS, ELISE WINTER
City Board Discusses

Personnel Policy

The Booneville Board of mayor and aldermen met
| Tuesday night in a recessed meeting to discuss reyvisions
in the city personnel pelicy.

. Booneville has had a city employee policy since 1979,
but the board felt clarifications were needed in the policy,
Gene Gifford, city attorney, said Wednesday morning.
“There are no earth shaking changes in the policy,”
Gifford said, “It's mainly clarifications.”

An employees’ handbook is seheduled to be published in
the future, he said.

The board will vote on the revised personnel policy at
¥ their next meeting, Gifford said. After the revision is
' voted on it will be 30 days before it goes into effect.

Spelling Bee Set
For Tuesday Night

The annual Prentiss County Spelling Bee will be at 7
p.m. next Tuesday in the courtroom of the Prentiss
County Courthouse.

Twenty-five seventh and eighth graders from the
' Prentiss County School system will compete to determine
who will represent the school district in the Mid-South
Spelling Bee to be held April 23 in Memphis.

Students who will compete in the local contest include:
Gichelle Akers, Kerry Cunningham, Jay Lowrey, Jennifer
C. Prince and Lori Shockley, all of Hill's Chapel; Karen
| Caveness, Glen Johnson, Tammy Knight, Sonya S. Pharr
and Lori Wildmon, all of Marietta; Mark Wilson English,
Myra Green, Tina Luttrell, Tracy Welch and Bengy
Yates, all of Jumpertown; Jennifer Leigh: Anderson,
Cindy Burns, Karen Edge, Kevin; Hare and Gary White,
all of Thrasher; and Sharon Cagel, Sonya Green, Steven
Holley, Shannon Diane Kirk and Teresa Saylors all of
Wheeler.

Homestead Exemption

Deadline Nears

The deadline is rapidly approaching for those Prentiss
County landowners who wish to file for homestead
exemption.

Prentiss County Tax Assessor-Collector Danny Childers
is urging those who qualify for homestead exemption to
1 come by his office and sign the necessary forms as soon as
possible.

Landowners have only the rest of this month to sign the

said.

Congressman Whitten

Said ‘Most Effective’

U.S. Congressman Jamie Whitten is considered by his

chairman when it comes to getting bills through Congress,
according to a survey by U.S. News and World Report.

The March 15 edition of the weekly magazine published
the results of a survey which included the responses of 164
members of Congress who rated the effectiveness of their
colleagues.

Whitten, now serving his 20th term in office, was
regarded by the majority as the most effective House
! committee chairman, the magazine reported.

John Dingall (D-Mich.) and Morris Udall (D-Airz.)
followed Whitten in the ratings. In the Senate, Pete
Domenici (R-N.M.) was rated as the most effective
committee chairman, followed by Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.)
and Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.).

Shooting

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Following a shooting in-
cident early last Sunday
morning, local authorities
discovered the body of a
Booneville city employee
lying face down in the back
yard of a neighbor’s house.

Dave (Smoke) Rogers Jr.,
57, of Jacinto Heights,
Booneville, died after he was
shot twice -- once in the left
side of the neck and once in
the left arm — with a small
caliber weapon.

A SIGN OF THE SEASON -

The shooting apparently
occurred during a birthday
party, authorities said.

Seventeen people have
been guestioned concerning
the shooting, but thus far no
arrests have been made,
according to Prentiss
County Chief Deputy Carl
Sartin.

The Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department
received a call about 1 a.m.
Sunday morning (March 7)
that a shooting had occurred
at the Jacinto Heights

Rain showers and bleoming

residence of Mrs. Lillie Mae
Friar.

When law authorities
arrived Rogers was found
approximately 40 feet
behind the house.

County Coroner James

Horn said an autopsy was

performed on Rogers
Monday. ‘“There was instant
death when the bullet went
through the spmal tract,”’
Horn said.

Sartin said a motive for
the shooting has not been
established at this time.

Most of the 17 people
questioned said a window in
the house had been shot out,
and that they ‘hit the floor”’
when that occurred, so they
didn’t know what had
happened after that. A birth-
day party was going on
inside the house at the time
of the shooting, Sartin said.

Sartin confirmed that a
window in the house had
beenshot out with a 12 gauge
shotgun.

Officers found a i2 gauge
shotgun about 30 feet from

(Photo by Ken Christian)

burst forth in an orchestrated concert of spring colors,

Jonquils this past weekend conjured up visions of the ap-
proaching spring season, a time when spring rains and
warmer temperatures will cause the flowers and trees to

Unfortunately, some of these ‘“‘early bloomers” recieved a
mild case of “frost”-bite earlier this week when the tem-
peratures dipped below the freezing peint.

Layoffs Of 2,000 Expected

TVA Halts Yellow Creek Constructi

The TVA board of
directors voted in Knoxville,
Tenn., last Thursday
morning to halt work on the
Yellow Creek Nuclear Plant
now under consfruction near
Tuka.

TVA directors David
Freeman and Richard
Freeman joined together to
provide the margin needed
to stop work on two reactors
under construction at the
Hartsville Nuclear Plant in
Middle Tennessee and the
remaining reactor under
construction at Yellow
Creek. Work had been halted
earlier on another reactor
unit at Yellow Creek.

Board chairman Charles
Dean was the only dissen-
ting voice on the 3-member

TVA board when the vote
was called. Dean said he
would like to see the reac-
tors completed to offset
America’s dependence on
importing foreign oil.

“I certainly have pursued
the idea that the country
can't have too much pow-
er,” he said prior to the vote.
“I can’t see how, looking at it
from a national scope, you
could build anything in this
country today that would be
worth any more to you than
a power plant.”

The remaining reactor
under construction  at
Yellow Creek was 33 percent
complete when TVA’s board
voted to defer the project.

The expense of completing
the three nuclear reactors -~

now considered to be eight
times as much as the
original estimate -- and the
fact that energy con-
sumption is not growing as
fast as projected were cited
as the main reasons for
deferring construction at the
plants.

The decision by TVA to
halt construction on the
plants will result in total
layoffs of approximately
5,000 employees at the two
sites — an estimated 2,080

- works at Yellow Creek and

2,867 at Hartsville,
But, TVA officials say the
decision will also mean a

.savings of $8.2 billion to

consumers already strapped
by rising electric bills.
TVA’s decision last week

was to “defer”’ construction
at Yellow Creek and Hart-
sville. Some employees will
be kept at these facilities to
maintain them so that
construction can be resumed
in the future, if necessary.

The gigantic project at
Yellow Creek had been a
boon to an economically
depressed area - of the
country. Some 500 workers
from Tishomingo County
and an additional 175 from
Alcorn County are expected
to be among those layed off.

TVA officials have. said
that efforts will be made to
find these workers jobs at
other TVA construction
sites, and that a mitigation
fund would be established to
help the affected com-

Rogers’ body. A
automatic was also found in
Rogers’ coatpocket.

Law enforcement officials
have not found the weapon
that Rogers was shot with.
They believe a .22 caliber
weapon was used.

Rogers had been em-
ployed by the city for about
28 years. He had served in
the capacity of street
superintendent since last
June.

‘“‘He was a very loyal and
dependable employee,”” said
Wade Lambert, street
commissioner. ‘‘Not only
have we lost a capable
employee, but we’ve lost a

City Employee

friend. The whole city
thought a lot of him. He was
always very respectable,
congenial, and thoughtful to
the people that he served.
We'll miss him very much.”

Funeral services for Mr,
Rogers will be Saturday,
March 13, at 2 p.m. at the
Beckley Chapel C.M.E.
Church with the Rev.
Johnny Poole officiating.

Mr. Rogers was a member
of the Beckley Chapel
C.M.E. Church.

He is survived by his
mother, Mrs. Mattie Rogers
of Boonevile; two daughter,
Velma and Neva Rogers,

(See Shooting, Page 2)

Two Injured
In Separate

Knifings

Two Booneville men were
stabbed in separate in-
cidents last wieek,

Bill Crow, 24, of East Lake
Street, Booneville, was
stabbed in the chest and cut
in the side around 1 & m. last
Saturday, said Booneville
Police Chief Bobby Lam-
bert.

< The incident wcu*rw-“-‘r.g

the! residence’ of | Chutip
Prater on Miller Dri\'reu j

Prater, 19, has been
charged with aggravated
assault and is in custody of
the Booneville Police
Department, Chief Lambert
said Wednesday morning,

Crow remains in
satisfactory condition at the
North Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo.

munities deal with the
economic hardship.

The workers who will be
kept at the facility near Iuka
will be selected on the basis
of what trades will be
needed to maintain the
facility, according to TVA
officials. Seniority will also
play a role,

It is expected to cost an
estimated $20-30 million for
maintenance of the facility.
More than $1 billion has
already been spent on the
plant at Yellow Creek.
Overall, TVA has spent
approximately $3 billion on
reactors that have been
deferred.

Since construction of the
Yellow Creek facility began
in1978, TVA has been pump-

In the second incident,
Mark Prichard of
Booneville, was cut in the
stomaeh. Prichard told
police officers the incident
happened at Mr. Quik on
Highway 45, Lambert said.

Prichard told officers he
was having trouble with two
black men and that one of
thé -men cut ‘him in the
stomach. Prichard said he
didn’t see who cut him,
Lambert said.

Chief Lambert said he
could not find anyone who
saw the incident take place
at Mr. Quik.

Prichard was treated at
the emergency room at the
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville and released.

1011

ing millions of dollars into
Northeast Mississippi in the
form of mitigation contracts
and in lieu taxes. However,
within the next two years,
these contracts will run out
and in lieu taxes may begin
to decrease.

‘“As long as that plant is in
deferred status (rather than
canceled), in lieu tax
payments will remain
stable,” TVA’s Mississippi
District Administrator
Chuck Howell said.

TVA as a federal utility
does not pay property taxes.
Instead it pays in lieu taxes
to each of the seven states in
the wvalley region. The
amount paid each state is
based on the amount of

(See TVA, Page 2)

| forms if they wish to beat the April 1 deadline, Childers 7

colleagues to be the most effective House committee’

eal Life

eros

Receive Governor’s Award For Heroism

That Thursday was like most any other December
morning at the ranch, It was a work day. In the early
morning stillness of Claiborne County, one could hear the
rumblings of heavy road traffic in the distance, the
occasional sounds of farm life, A light rain kept the
morning cool and damp.

The ranch foreman and shop mechanic were talking
with a woman who had stopped by. A school bus drove
past as it did every weekday morning. When the woman
left, the foreman and mechanic turned their attention to
work to be done on a truck parked nearby.

An unusual noise from a creek about a quarter mile
away caused the ranch manager to stop his conversation
and think about the cattle on the big ranch.

“Sounded like something hit a steer,”” he said. “Think
I'll run down there and have a look.”

In his pickup, 58-year old Dick Green, an Army veteran
of World War II service in the South Pacific, rapidly
approached a single strand creek bridge. He saw smoke
rising and then, the school bus which had just passed by,
*kinda laying over on its side, on fire "

He picked up the radio mike and called his partner, 32-
year old George Berryhill, a Copiah-Lincoln Junior
College graduate, at the shop.

“Call the sheriff’s office and get some help down here
fast,” Green shouted. “The bus has wrecked and is bur-
ning.”’

“I could see little heads popping up and down,” Green
recalls.

He bolted out of the pickup, and scrambled down in the
creekbed, and began pulling preschool students, four and
five year olds, out of the body of the bus, giving them a

shove ‘“‘through the briars up the bank of the creek.”

Green, who in September had surgery for gall bradder
and a hernia, recalls that a grown woman tried to get out
of the bus. She was heavy set. He caught her by the arm
but she slipped back to the interior of the burning bus.

“I think she was dazed,” he said.

He remembers that the smoke was very heavy and the
flames were really going.

“I got sick in my stomach,” he said.

Berryhill arrived with two fire extinguishers and tried
the larger of the two. It was inoperative. With the small
one in acton, he knocked back the flames which were
increasing in intensity and smashed open a window at the
back of the bus. He reached deep inside and pulled several
children out, throwing one into the creek to douse the

(See Heros, Page 2)







