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i Locally
1+ Spelling Bee
Set For March 16

The annual Prentiss County Spelling Bee will be
Tuesday, March 16, in the courtroom of the Prentiss
County courthouse.

Twenty-five seventh and elghth grade students from the
£ Prentiss County School System will be vying for the
‘championship title this year. Competition will begin at 7
pm,

The champmn of the Prentiss County Spelling Bee will
compete in the Mid-South Spelling Bee, to be held at 6 p.m.
April 23 in the University Ballroom at Memphis State
University,

The Prentiss County School System invites the public to
attend the local spelling bee or to listen to the broadcast
over WBIP radio.

Those students to compete in the spelling bee, and their
“3pONsors, are:

HILL'S CHAPEL

. Gichelle Akers, Kerry Cunningham, Jay Lowrey,
Jennifer C. Prince and Lori Shockley; Edith English,
sponsor,

MARIETTA

Karen Caveness, Glen Johnson, Tammy Knight, Sonya

S. Pharr and Lori Wildmon; Pam Boone, sponsor.
JUMPERTOWN

Mark Wilson English, Myra Green, Tina Luttrell, Tracy

IWelch and Bengy Yates; Joyce Green, sponsor.
THRASHER

. Jennifer Leigh Anderson, Cindy Burns, Karen Edge,

Kevin Hare and Gary White; Margaret Goddard, sponsor.
WHEELER

Sharon Cag]e Sonya Green, Steven Holley, Shannon
- Diane Kirk and Teresa Saylors; Tina Moore, sponsor.

City Adopts Policy

: ﬁ Brush Pickup

Due toa reduction in the number of employees in the

Booneville Street Department, pickups of brush, leaves
and other such debris from the fronts of homes in %he city
of Booneville will be handled differently this year.
. The city board of mayor and aldermen voted Tuesday
4 aight to limit such trash pickups to only that debris cut
and piled for pickup by the property owner in each case.
All brush and limbs cut by someone other than the land
owner will not be hauled off by the city.

Alderman Wade Lambert, who serves as Street Com-
missioner, said that the Street Department is not going to
be able to give the same service to city residents this year
! as it has in the past due to the loss of six or seven em-
ployees. These employees were cut at the start of this
fiscal year when the city made cuts in all departments in
.an effort to maintain a balanced city budget.

Since the city does not plan to haul off brush cut by
anyone other than the landowner, Alderman Lambert
urges those who hire this work done to make the price high
enough that the worker will also haul the brush off.

Unemployment
Was 11.2 Percent
At Mid-January

Prentiss County’s unemployment rate rose to 11.2
percent at mid-January, representing 1,200 workers
unemployed, ' according to figures released by the
Mississippi State Employment Service.

Compared to figures revised according to theBureauof
A.abor Statistics requirements, this represents an in-

tenths of a percent over the January 1981 estimate.

The total labor force for the county was estimated to be
10,700, to 200 above the estimate for one month ago and 190
over the estimate for one year agoe. Employment of
Prentiss County residents dropped to 9,500, compared to
9,700 in December 1981 and 9,410 in January 1981.

Manufacturing employment in the county, estimated to
be 2,770, experienced a loss of 50 from December but rose
80 above the figure for January 1981. Nonmanufacturing
employment at 3,530 also experienced a decline from the
previous month and a slightly larger decline from one
year ago. :

(Continued on Page 2)

G (]
More Cheese Coming
LFor Food Stamp

Hé’ e 3
Recipie
necipients

Prentiss Cdunty food stamp recipients who missed
{ getting free cheese last month will have another chance to
1] get cheese on Wednesday, March 17,
In February Prentiss County received 522 five-pound
4 blocks of cheese, which were distributed on a first-one,
s dirst-serve basis.
: Prentiss County will receive 1,134 - 5 pound blocks of

§ cheese for the second distribution.

The state of Mississippi’s second allotment of cheese is
two times more than the first allotment dsitributed in

.(Continued on Page 2)

By Federal Judge

School

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A federal district judge in
Aberdeen last  week
dismissed a lawsuit filed by
the Prentiss County Board of
Education against Prentiss
County Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers.

The Board of Education
filed the federal suit against
Childers in November 1981,
charging that he refused to
collect $137,408 in taxes to
which the county school

district claims it was en- -

titled.

Citing lack of jurisdiction,
Judge L.T. Senter Jr.
dismissed the lawsuit

against Childers
nesday, Feb. 23. ;
Senter ruled that ‘the
Prentiss County Board of
Education, in their suit in
federal court, did not state a
cause of action under Sec.
1983 of the U.S. Code and the
14th Amendment, according
o Booneville attorney
Thomas Keenum. Keenum
represented Childers and his

bonding company, the U.S. °
-Fidelity and Guarantee

Company, in the suit;
Judge Senter dismissed
the suit with prejudice,
meaning that the suit cannot
be filed again in the same
court. However, this does

Wed-

school board from fllmg with
another court.

Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain said Tuesday af-
ternoon that the school
board will meet with their
attorney, Roy Parker of
Tupelo, at a later date to
decide whether or not to file
the suit in another court.

THE SUIT STEMMED
from the separation in 1980
of the Booneville Municipal

-Separate School District

from the Prentiss County
School System and involved

funds that the county school

rd Suit

not prohibit the county

board says should have been:

collected in 1980.

Following the filing of the
suit, a spokesman for the
county school system cited a
state law which says that
any  taxable real property
must be made a part. of a

school district prior to June

1 of any year for.that school
district to be entitled to the

. taxes for that year.

Since the Educational
Finance Commission ruling
which  established
Booneville separate school
district did not take effect
until July 1, 1980, the county
school board claimed that
the county school system is

the

ODOM HILL FEEDING CENTER OPENS - Abeout 25

senior citizens were on hand Tuesday for the opening day
of the feeding center at Odom Hill veting precinct. The

and serves lunch from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. A $20,000 grant
from the Council on Aging was used {o renovate the
building, which is next door to Clausel Hill Church.

crease of 3.6 percent from December 1981, and seven-

February. Officials say there is enough cheese for 85

feeding center for senior citizens is open five days a week

By County'Supervisors

entitled to the .taxes that
should have heen collected
from city residents in 1980.

In their suit, the schocl
board was seeking $137,408,
plus 8 percent interest from
Jan. 1, 1981 and attorneys

fees.

In the reply to the suit,
Childers also rnamtalned
that Supt. Cain and the
county school board knew he
was not required to tax
property within the newly-
formed Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District.

Childers maintained that
millage assessments on
property owners made by

Mayor Says

|SSE6

‘Booneville

the Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors in September
1980 specifically excluded
county taxpayers living
within the Baldwyn and
city  school
districts,

This shows that county
school officials “knew they
were not entitled to receive
the taxes collected on the
property within the city of
Booneville for 1980,” the
answer to the suit states,

in dismissing the suit last
week, Judge Senter ruled
only on the jurisdiction
issue. He did not address
any of the other issues of the
case.

City Expenses Down

From Last Year

Efforts on the part of the
city of Booneville to cut
expenses have been largely
successful, according to a
report given by Booneville
Mayor Charles Crabb during
the regular monthly city
board meeting Tuesday
night at City Hall.

Citing statistics from the
first five months of this

fiscal year, Mayor Crabh
_8aid expenses in each ¢y

department are down from

- the same period last fiscal

year.

Expenses for the police
department during the first
five months of this fiscal
year were $106,115, he said,
compared to $108,079.05 for
the first five months of the
last fiscal year.

In the fire department,
expenses for the first five
months of this year total
compared to
$98,470 for the same peried
last year.

$82,001.36,

For the care and main-

.vehicles

tainence of public property,
expenses for the first

. months of this year were

approximately $22,000 for
the first five months of this
yvear, compared to $26,600
for the first five months last
year.

In the street department,
expenses - this year are at
$95,600, compared to $107,000
fer the same permd last

year,

In every department
you are doing a good job,”
the mayor told the alder-
men.

The mayor a]so said that
the problems encountered
with the conversion of city
to operate on
natural gas have apparently
been solved. He said that
last month there was
roughly a 60 percent savings
in the cost of fuel to power
the city’s vehicle as com-
pared to the month before,

{Continued on Page 2)

Reappralsal Contract Awarded

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Prentiss County will move

forward with mandated .

reappraisal by April.
The Prentiss County

Board of Supervisors last

Thursday signed a con-

. sultant contract for $353,350

with Donald Ford, property
reevaluation consultant, for
mapping and reappraisal of
the county.

In 1980 the state supreme
court ordered all 82
Mississippi counties to
reappraise and tax property

uniformly, based on true
value, by June 1, 1983.
Deed research for this
project will begin April 1,
according to J.P. Dayvis,
president of the Prentiss

County Board of Super-

visors. This inwolves
checking every deed to see
that it is correct.

The actual reappraisal of
property will not begin until
toward the end of the year,
Davis said.

At that time property
appraisers will go door-to-
door to seek information

By Educational Secretaries

from residents concerning
the number and type of

‘rooms in the house, the type

of heating and cooling
system, age of the dwelling
and other structural data, he
said.

Superivsors noted that
property appraisers will
carry indentification to
identify themselves as
appraisers to the residents
of Prentiss County. - _

Local people will be hired
to assist with reappraisal,
Davis said.

The supervisors have a

contract with the state of
Mississippi to take the aerial
photos  necessary for
mapping the county. The
maps should be ready by
April, Davis said.

Danny Childers, county
tax assessor noted, “The
purpose of reappraisal is not
to raise taxes - it’s for
equalization. In some cases
taxes may go down. In other
cases taxes may go up. We
won’t know what effect this
will have on taxes until it’s

NE President Honored

Northeast
Junior College President
Harold T. White has been
selected as Administrator of
the Year by the Mississippi
Association of Educational
Secretaries (MAES).

The award will
presented at

be
the

association’s annual spring’
conference Tuesday, March

16, at the Holiday Inn
Downtown in Jackson.

A noted leader in the

progress of secondary
education in Mississippi,
President White was
selected to receive the
award based upon his

Mississippi’

education, his
-contributions to education,

" his professional activities

and his continued support of
local and state MAES
programs,

A  graduate of
University
Mississippi,

the
of Southern
White holds

both Bachelor of Science and .

‘Master of Arts degrees. He
has also completed ad-
vanced graduate studies at
Mississippi State Univer-

| sity,
White's  career  in
education began at

Perkinston High School

where he taught for four

personal

years.

In 1951, he joined the staff
at Mississippi Gulf Coast
Junior College, where over a
14-year period he served in
the capacities of teacher,
football coach, athletic
director, dean of men,
director of student personnel
and adm1mstrat1ve
assistant.

Since coming to Northeast
in 1965, White has been
committed to the growth of
the school’'s physical
facilities and to broadening
the range of academic,
technical and social of-
ferings. '

- done.”
Last - September the
Last year, President
White's secretary, Mrs.
Lynn M. Vuncannon,
received a similar honor,
being named State
Educational office

Employee of the Year by
MAES,

She later advanced to
competition on the national
level and, competing against
contestants from 26 other
states, was named National
Educational Office
Employee of the Year by the
National Association of
Educational Office Per-
sonnel.

supervisors added two mills
to the county budget to cover
reappraisal,

“That will pay for it for
awhile at least,”” Davis said.
“Now we don’t know what
the end results will be,
Maybe in the end results
we'll sell bonds and borrow
money for reappraisal, but
right now, as far as this year
is concerned, we plan to pay

for the reappraisal with the

two mills.”’

The equipment purchased
for use in reappraisal will
not be discarded, it will be

used to maintain reap-
praisal, because once the
reappraisal is completed it
will have to be kept up-to-
date.

Although the court order
for complete reappraisal of
all county property came in
1980, Davis said the
supervisors waited this long
tostart because “we weren'’t
100 percent sure of how we
wanted to handle it. We
wanted to find the least
expensive route to go. This is
what we feel like we've
done.” :

Harold T. White






