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Named At NEMJC

A Booneville native who
is now sports director of a
television station in Nash-
ville, Tenn., has been
selected as alumnus of the
year at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

Jim Bonds, a 1972
graduate of Northeast, will
be honored as Alumnus of
the Year for 1982 during
spring alumni activities
Saturday, March 27, in the
Frank Haney Union.

A graduate of Booneville
High School, Bonds is not
only a favorite son of his
hometown,  but is
recognized nationally for
his. ability as a sports
commentator, a Northeast
spokesman said.

Upon completing his education at The University of
Mississippi, Bonds worked for television stations in
Tupelo, Huntsville, Ala., Kansas City, Mo., and Memphis,
sefore moving to the sports director’s position at WNGE-
TV, Channel 2 in Nashville.

He has covered most major sporting events, including
the National Basketball Association, the National Foot-
ball League and major league baseball on a regular basis
while he was in Kansas City. The coverage included the
World Series and the Super Bowl.

At WNGE-TV he is doing play-by-play coverage of the
Vanderbilt Commodores football and basketball games as
well as anchoring three sportscasts each day.

"Bonds has been awarded many honors including “Mr.
Jlue Devil” and various sportsmanship awards in high
school. He was the recipient of the Mississippi Broad-
caster Association Scholarship while at Ole Miss and in
1976 was named Sportscaster oif the Year in Alabama by
the Associated Press. $

A man of unusual ability, this broadedsi jourts
practices his profession with skill, courage, JJuesty,
resolute independence, the Northeast spokesman said.
. Bonds is married to the former Nancy Houston of
Baldwyn and they have two children, Valerie and Mat-
LEW.

JIM BONDS

Northeast Tigers
4re State Champs

The Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
Tiger basketball team
defeated Utica Junior
College’s Bulldogs on their
home court Tuesday night
to win the state junior
college championship.

The Utica Bulldogs led
4542 at halftime, but the
Tigers managed to pull
ahead 86-78 by the end of
the game. Ralph Griffin
paced the Tigers with 27
points.

For further details of the
game and other area
sports news, please turn to
the sports section inside
today’s Banner-Indepe-
ndent.

Interim Pastor Named
At First Baptist Church

On Sunday, Feb. 21, the
First Baptist Church in
Booneville voted for Dr.
John Floyd to serve as
interim pastor at the
church.

Dr. Floyd is presently
the vice-president of ad-
ministrative affairs and a
professor of missions at the
Mid-America Baptist
Seminary in Memphis.

He graduated from high
school in Hot Springs, Ark.,
receiving his B.A. from
Ouschita Baptist
University, his Master’s of
“Divinity from South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary, and his
Theological Doctorate from Mid-America Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Dr. Floyd has pastored churches in Arkansas, Kentucky
and Texas, in addition to serving as interim pastor in

DR. JOHNFLOYD

{.many churches.

HAPPY DAYS —~ With a wad of gum tucked securely in his cheek and a bunch of freshiy-
bloomed buttercups in his hand, two-year-old Shane Brinker joined many other Prentiss
Countians this past weekend in welcoming spring-like weather to the area. Young Shane is
the son of Mrs. Ann Brinker of Booneville. Althoughi spring does not officially arrive until
March 20, unseasonably high temperatures during the first part of this week reached into

the 70’s.

Grand Larceny Charge:

(Photo by Ken Christian)

In Circuit Court

Judge Gives 1

Prison Terms

Circuit Court Judge Fred
Wicker sentenced 11 out of 15
men to prison sentences last
Friday during the final day
of Prentiss County Circuit
Court.

Glen Jackson, 26, of Route
6, Booneville, who pleaded
guilty to a charge of
possession of a controlled
substance and a charge of
delivering marijuana, was
sentenced on the first charge
to serve 10 years in the
custody of the state
department of corrections
and to pay a fine of $10,000.

On the second -charge,
Jackson was sentenced to
serve three years, to run
concurrently with the 10-
year term, and also pay $75
in restitution.

Danny Wayne Stevenson,
30, of Route 1, Booneville,
who pleaded guilty to
reduced counts of possession
of more than an ounce of

marijuana and possession of
less than an ounce of
marijuana, was sentenced to
serve three years in the
custody of the State
Depattment of Corrections
and pay a fine of $550.
Alfred Eugene Uselton,
who pleaded guilty to a
charge of burglary and
larceny, was sentenced to
serve three years in the
custody of the State
Department of Corrections.
Ricky Dale Bain, 30, of
Route 6, Booneville, who
pleaded guilty to two counts
of sale of LSD to an agent of
the Mississippi Bureau of
Narcotics, was sentenced to
serve eight years in the
custody of the state
department of corrections
plus a fine of $5,000 and to

pay $237 in restitution to the

state of Mississippi.
John Wesley Hood, 21, who
pleaded guilty to a charge of

Apparent Drowning Victim

A Prentiss County man, an
apparent drowning victim,
was found dead in a gravel
road ditch north of the
Booneville-Baldwyn Airport
Monday afternoon.

James Miller, 54, of Route
2, Booneville, was found
fioating face down about 1
p.m. Monday in a ditch that
had water about 30 inches
deep in it, said Prentiss
County Coroner James
Horn.

“As far as we know right
now there wasn’t any foul
play. There weren’t any

Local Man Convicted In Tupelo

A Booneville man was
convicted of grand larceny
in Lee County Circuit Court
this week in connection with
the theft of an automobile
from a Tupelo auto
dealership.

Bobby Joe McVey, 35, of
August Circle, Booneville,

was found guilty after a full

day of testimony Tuesday.
The jury deliberated 20
minutes before returning the
verdict.

Circuit Judge Thomas
Gardner III set sentencing
for Friday. The maximum
sentence McVey could face
for the grand larceny con-
viction is five years in prison
and a $1,000 fine.

McVey was charged with
grand larceny in connection

with the theft of an
automobile from Duvall and

Scruggs Motor Company in
September 1981.

State Unemployment At 10.6 Percent

Mississippi’s unemplo-
yment rate rose to 10.5

percent in January, an in--

crease of 1.6 percent com-
pared © to = December’s
revised jobless rate of 9.0

Mississippi Employment
Security Commission
Executive Director O.H.
Simmons. The January 1981
unemployment rate was 8.6
percent.

ployment rate for the state
was higher than the 9.4
percent national rate for
January. MESC figures
showed 111,800 unemployed
and 939,000 employed out of

1,050,800. The initial
Unemployment Insurance
claims totalled 55,202 for
January.

The counties having the
highest unemployment rates

physical bruises showing i
him or anything we could
detect then,”” Prentiss
County Chief Deputy Carl
Sartin said.

Qfficials believe that since

the water was only about 30 :

inches deep in the ditch that
Miller may have been in-
toxicated when he drowned.

An autopsy was per-
formed on Miller Tuesday
morning to determine the
exact cause of death. It will
be 34 weeks before the
results are returned from
the state crime lab, Horn

burglary and larceny, was
given a seven-year prison
term, with six years
suspended, and ordered to
pay $105 in restitution.
Edward Lee Uselton, 19, of
Meadowview  Subdivision,
who pleaded guilty to two
counts of burglary and
larceny, was sentenced to
serve three years in the
custody of the State
Department of Corrections
and orderd to pay $573.50 in
restitution to Jane’s Shoe
Shop and $77.85 in restitution
to Home Sewing Center,
Freddie Joe Owens, 26, of
Meadowview  Subdivision,
who pleaded guilty to three
counts of burglary and
larceny and one count of
accessory-after-the fact to
burglary and larceny, was
sentenced to serve three
years in the custody of the
State  Department  of
{Continued on Page 2)

- Body Found In Ditch

said.

Sartin said the sheriff’s
department received a call
Monday telling them Miller
had not returned home
Sunday night. Some. people
told the sheriff’s department
they were going to look for
Miller, but before sheriff’s
deputies arrived, a neighbor
of Miller’s discovered him in
the ditch, Sartin said.

Funeral arrangements for
Miller were incomplete at
press time. Lusk Funeral
Home in Corinth is in charge
of arrangements.

‘Profiles &

percent, according to

The 10.6 percent unem-

a civilian labor force of

Perspectives’

A Progress Rep@rt

What was the most progressive step for Booneville and
Prentiss County during the past year?

According to those questioned in this week’s street
opinion poll (see Page 4), it was the lease agreement
between the Northeast Mississippi Hospital in Booneville
and Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis.

Whether you agree, or whether you think the most
progressive step was the achievment of Key Community
status or something else, you can probably read about it in
a special section inside today’s paper.

“Profiles and Perspective” takes a look at progress in
Booneville and Prentiss County over the past year, as well
as a glance toward the future. Don’t miss it.

{Continued on Page 2)

State Basketball Tourhameznt:

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

Both Booneville’s Lady Blue Devils and Wheeler's
Bagles are headed for Jackson Coliseum.

The Devilettes, under head coach Steve Jobe, will
march on Jackson tonight (Thursday) at 8:30 in the
opening rounds after winning first place honors in last
week’s North Half Tourney at Southaven.

The Eagles will make their third consecutive ftrip to
Jackson next Thursday night when the Boys’ State
Tourney gets underway.

Wheeler’s fourth-ranked ballclub won top honors
Saturday night with a 42-40 victory over Hickory Flat in
the finals of the North Half B Tourney held at Baldwyn’s
gym.

Saturday’'s Devilette win, a 39-30 drubbing over
Lafayette, was indeed a sweet one for Booneville’s girls.
The local squad, with a record of 27-1, has been one of the
top girls’ squads for the past two seasons and Saturday’s
win over Lafayette was sweet icing to the cake.

The Devilettes waltzed through competition in the
district tournament at Northeast and opened their North
Half play last Tuesday night with a 4941 victory over
South Pontotoc to advance to the finals on Friday and
Saturday,

WHEELER’S EAGLES, who feel right at home in the
Jackson palace, having been there now for three straight
years, have dominated their bracket as well, but did run
into a little trouble in Saturday’s finals,

Under head coach Sam Richey, the Eagles had a cake
walk last week in the district tourney held at Fulton, and
then played like the champions they are in this week’s
North Half event.

Wheeler opened the North tourney last Wednesday
night, winning easily over Ingomar’s Falcons and ad-
vancing to Friday night’s semi-final action.

The South Prentiss County flyers had little trouble with
their next foe, Drew, winning here 7052 to assure them-
selves a spot in Jackson. In this contest, Bubba Miller had

- the hot hand for the Eagles, with a 24-point performance.

Devilettes, Eagles Headed For Jackson

Het l;was followed by Jim Davis with 14 and Terry Ballard
with 11.

This win sent the Eagles into Saturday’s finals against
arch rival Hickory Flat, a team which broke the Eagles
39-game winning streak last year.

Revenge over the Hickory Flat squad didn’t come easy.
The squad, led by Coach Kuykendall, gave the Eagles all
they wanted throughout the contest, but the Wheeler
pacers were not to be denied a first place finish and came
away with a two-point victory that went into overtime.

The game was about as close as they come and this one
certainly went down to the wire. Wheeler, who had earlier
had a crucial three-point play taken away from them on a
traveling call, had another chance to win the game with
one second remaining, but Wheeler’s Bubba Miller missed
the front end of the one-and-one and the game went into
overtime,

Wheeler’s Terry Ballard, who plays well in the clutch,
connected on a key layup and sank two free throws under
pressure to aid in the Wheeler two-point win.
(Continued on Page 16)
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