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- Court Actiqn

1$25,000 Bond Set In

Marietta Murder Ca%

A Marietta man, who was indicted earlier this month on
§ a murder charge in connection with the Dec. 18 fatal
{ shooting of his wife, is now out of jail on a $25,000 bond.
A Circuit Court Judge Neal Biggers set the $25,000 bond
4 last Saturday for Jessie Eugene Roberts 49, of Route 1,

~yMarietta.

Roberts had remained in the eustody of the Prentiss
{j County Sheriff’s Department since his Dec. 18 arrest in
4 connection with the shooting death of his wife, Ruby
| Melton Roberts. :

£ Mrs. Roberts, 46, was shot once in the head with a 12-

‘gauge shotgun. -The shooting occurred at the Roberts’
.{ white frame house located south of Marietta on the Paul
Botts Road.

| Murder Trial Delayed

Until June Term

- The murder trial of Harold Lloyd Brinkley, 52, of
1 Booneville, which was scheduled to begin yesterday in
! Prentiss County Circuit Court, has been continued to the
o June term of court because one of the defendant’s at-
torneys had a conflict of trial dates.

- According to court records, attorney John Farese of
Ashland had another case in Lee County Circuit Court
scheduled for Feb. 16. “‘It would have been impossible for
the defendant’s attorney to prepare for both cases and be
present on the date set for the defendant’s trial,” the court

- |record states.

Bnnkley was indicted in October 1981 on a murder

L {eath of his wife, Margaret Brinkley.

" Mrs. Brinkley, 39, died at her Booneville home on High-
way 4 West after she was shot twice, once in the stomach
and once in the chest, with a ,38 caliber plSt()l

Ermkley is free on a $50, 0&0 bond

Rienm Man Sen‘ten@@d

]n Alahama C(mrt

A Prentiss County man, convicted in Alabama Jast week
of theft in the first degree, has been sentenced to two
years in jail.

Robbie Storey, 20, of Rienzi, received the two-year

of eircuit court in Colbert County, Ala.

(» Tuesday of last week a circuit court jury deliberated
almost three hours before finding Storey guilty of theft in
the first degree.

The two-year sentence came as a result of Storey’s
arrest in Prentiss County in March 1980 in connection with
the theft of a pickup truck stolen from Muscle Shoals, Ala.

County Circuit Court on a charge of aggravated assault
{ and a charge of possession of a burglar’s tool. Both cases
%have been continued to the June term of Prentiss
'y County Circuit Court because Storey refused to waive
extradition from Alabama to Prentiss County.

Twelve Plead Guilty
In Circuit Court

- Twelve mesi pleaded guilty to criminal charges during
the first two days of Prentiss County Circuit Court this
week. ;
- Freddie Owens, 26, of Meadowview Subdivision,
Booneville, pleaded guilty to three counts of burglary and
larceny and one count of accessory-after-the-fact to
burglary and larceny.

Edward Uselton, 19, of Meadowview Subdmsmn
Booneville, pleaded guﬂty to two counts of burglary and
lareeny

' Alfred Uselton pleaded guﬂty to one count of burglary

and larceny.
Danny Wayne Stevenson, 30, of Route 1, Booneville,

‘pleaded guilty to reduced counts of possession of more
‘ than an ounce of marijuana and possession of lese than.an
ounce of marijuana,

pleaded guilty to a charge of manufacturing marijuana,

Glen Jackson, 26, of Route 6, Booneville, pleaded guilty
to a charge of possession of a controlled substance and a
_ charge of delivering marijuana.

" Ricky Bain, 30, of Route 6, Booneville, pleaded guilty to
two counts of sale of LSD to an agent of the Mississippi
Bureau of Narcotics.

Rodney Wilson, 21, of Route 7, Boonevﬂle pleaded
guilty to one count of possession of Methaqualone and one
count of sale of Methaqualone to an agent of the
Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics.

James Dale Stagge, 30, of Route 3, Rienzi pleaded guilty
to accessory after the fact to grand larceny.

{purglary and 1arceny
Wesley Gene Spencer, 20, of College View Apartments,

Booneville, pleaded guilty to a charge of burglary and
tlarceny.
Sentencmg is scheduled for Fr}day

Lo s g

‘officers,

' charge in connection with the fatal Nov. 10, 1980, shooting

sentence Friday of last week during the February session

Storey was scheduled tostand trial this week in Prentiss '

Curtiss Gene Aldridge, 24, of Route 5, Booneville,

 John Wesley Hood, 21, pleaded guilty to a charge of

Booneville, pleaded guilty to a charge of grand larceny. |
Tommy Huguley, 19, of Meadowview Subdivision, |

Police %Department Investigation: .

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Two Booneville police
accused of in-
volvement in a theft alleged

. tohaveoccurreda little over

two years ago at a local

- variety store, have hired

legal counsel and a private
investigator in an attempt to
clear themselves,

The two officers — Captain
William Anderson and
Captain Bobby Jones -- are
asking that those seeking to
accuse them ‘either bring

_ some charges against them

or. apologize for seeking to
destroy their reputation and
efficiency as police of-
ficers.”

“Either put up or shut
up,”’ 'the two officers
demand in a written
statement prepared for
them by Booneville attorney
James N. Godwin and
private investigator Jerry
Skinner of Tuka.

ACCORDING TO THE
prepared statement which
was released Monday, “To

COOKIES ARRIVE - Booneville firemen and other
volunteers help unload a truckload of Girl Scout cookies
which arrived Monday. This week the scouts will hegin

In @wcmt @mﬂ't

A Prentiss County Circuit
Court jury has found a
Baldwyn maninnocentof a
charge of simple assault on
a police officer. :

Gary Parks, 35, of Route 2,
Baldwyn, faced the charge
that stemmed from a Sep-
tember 1980 incident in-
volving Prentiss County
Sheriff John McCauley at
Bob’s - Restaurant in
Booneville.

The jury of six men and

" six women deliberated about

30 minutes before returning
the innocent verdict Monday
afternoon.

Sheriff McCauley testified
that on Sept. 13, around 9
p.m., he was sitting in Bob's
Restaurant when Parks
came in. As Parks came up

to 'ther sheriff’s table,
McCauley said he extended

" his hand to shake hands with

Parks but that Parks

- refused to shake hands.

Sheriff McCauley said
Parks sat down at his table.
and told him that he (the
sheriff) had ‘‘dome him
wrong the other night,” and
that Parks then began cur-
sing him.

McCauley said he asked

Parks to go home, but that
Parks continued saying he
had ‘““done him wrong.”

The sheriff told the jury he
told Parks he was under
arrest, The men stood up,
the sheriff testified, and
Parks slapped him on both
his shoulders with both of his
hands.

By @obernaﬁs Wife

A New mobile health
screening facility for elderly
citizens in remote areas of
Northeast Mississippi
should serve as a pilot
program for the rest of the
state, Mrs. Elise Winter,
wife of the Governor, said
last Thursday at dedication
ceremonies at Northeast
Junior- College for the
facility.

“1 think it is perfect
example of what we need to
do more of,” she said,
“hecause it’s a difficult time
for us in Mississippi.”

The mobile health unit,
equipped to provide basic
health screening activities
such as blood pressure and
eye and diabetes tests, will
travel from community to
community in Alcorn,
Benton, Marshall, Prentiss,
Tippah and Tishomingo

counties.
In addition to providing
basic health screening

activities, the mobile unit
will offer educatiomal ser-
vices on health, nutrition,
and consumer projects,
particularly those related to
energy conservation.

Consisting of a
passenger van with a
wheelchair lift and a 25-foot
mobile trailer, the wunit will
be manned by a registered
nurse and a licensed
practical nurse. A second
trailer has also been pur-
chased and is being outfitted
Swith x-ray and
equipment. -

The health screening

project for the -elderly is
being conducted by the
Mississippi Counecil of
Aging, a division of the
Governor’s = Office  of

15

other

wers Demand ‘P

date, no charges of any kind
involving this incident have
been filed against either of

the two policemen, They are -

naturally concerned that
any shadow which may have
been . cast on their
reputations be cleared, and
that the public be made
aware of all the facts.”
“‘During our investigation
of the 1979 incident, we
learned that the procedures
used by the Booneville
Police Department to
develop evidence and build a
¢ase were most unusal,”’

Godwin and Skinner said in
the statement.
the ‘case’ has received much
publicity in the past few
weeks, our investigation

revealed that there has been

no formal complaint under
oath filed against anyone
regarding this -alleged
crime. If further reveals
that the
vestigation’ was carried on
without the knowledge or

-approval of the present chief

of police.””
The incident invelving the
two black police officers is

distrubuting the cookies which were scld earlier ¢his year.
There are 758 cartons of the cookies te be distributed

throughout Prentiss County.

dwyn Man Acqmted Of

The sheriff said he then hit
Parks on the head with his
pistol as Parks  advanced
toward him. Then, Sheriff
McCauley ' said,  Parks
shoved him into a counter
and fell on top of him: People
in the restaurant intervened
at that point, McCauley said.

Defense atiorney Joe Ray
Langston asked the sheriff if
he could have taken actions
other than those he did. The
sheriff replied,
have turned around and
walked off and called

- somebody. But I didn’t see

fit to do it and I wouldn’t see
fit the next time.”
MeCauley told the jury the
reasons he placed Parks
under arrest were for public
profanity and . public

I eahh Faczhty Dedlcated

Federai State programs, in
cooperation with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, the
Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District and the State Board
of Health. j

TVA. granted $50,000 for
purchasing the unit and
some of its equipment;

NMPDD allocated $39,760 to

cover operating expenses
and additional equipment;
and the Board of Health
provided $14,000 for medical
personnel salary and travel
expenses. Council on Aging

- funds were provided by the

Title 3-B Older Americans
Act.

Mrs. Winter said last
Thursday that this type
program is ideal for rural
sections of the state.

“For example,” she said,

[Continued on Page 3)

“I could

disturbance.

McCauley noted that
Parks had shown resistance
to the arrest by shoving him,
and the reason he hit Parks

with his pistol was to ap- -

prehend him.

Janice Strange, who was
sitting near the sheriff's
table, testified that after
Parks came in and cursed
the sheriff, McCauley asked
him to leave. She said on
“three different occasions

the sheriff told Parks he was

under arrest but that Gary
said the sheriff had done him

wrong and that he wasn’t

going.”’

She said the men stood up
and McCauley told Parks he
was under arrest. She said

{Continued on Page 2)

‘“Although -

recent  ‘in- .

aggravated
‘following a shooting incident

Sheriff’s

ssau

alleged to have occured at
the Win-Way Dollar Store in
Booneville during late 1979.
. According to  the
statement released this
week, a policeman making
his rounds discovered the
door of the Win-Way store
open and called the police
department for assistance.

‘Anderson and Jones were

two of the four policemen
sent to investigate. .

_“Although a few items
appeared to be missing from
the « store, the owner-
operator stated that because
of the lapse of time and

indentification markings, it

would be virtually im-
possible to determine what,

if anything, was taken from

the store and by whom,”’ the
statement says.

Private investigator
Skinner says he was con-
tacted by the manager of the
store in 1979 to investigate
the alleged break-in. His
investigation revealed that
there was no forceful entry
and that the door had either
been left open or had been
opened with a key.

* The store manager said
that a key to the store was
accessible to all employees
of the store “‘and possibly to
customers,”’ the statement
says. A key duplicating
machine was also located
nearby and all employees
were proficient in its use, he

(Continued on Page 2}

Booneville Man

Charged In

Shooting

A Prentiss County man
has been charged with
assault

that left five men wounded.
Odell Agnew, 47, of Route
1, Booneville, was arrested

by the Prentiss County
Department
foliowing the sheooling in

cident Thursday night of last
week, according to Prentiss
County = Deputy Joe
Shackelford.

Shackelford said Agnew

‘was standing in his carport

when he shot once into the
group of five men who were
standing in another yard.
Agnew told authorities the
men had threatened h1m
Shackelford said.

The single blast from the'

20-gauge shotgun wounded

_ Shackelford said.

M Five

Clarence Taylor, Louis
Taylor, Jimmy Taylor,
Willie Taylor and Anthony
Shinault. \

Most of the
wounded below

men were
the knee,

The five men were taken
to the Baplist Memorial
Hospital in  Booneville.
Shinault was treated and
taken fo  the North
Mississippi Medical Center
in Tupelo. He was released
Feb. 14, according to a
NMMC. spokesman.

As of Tuesday, Clarence
and Jimmy Taylor
remained in the Booneville
hospital in satisfactory
condition,. a  hospital
spokesman said.

Agnew is free on a $15,600
bond. |

Truck drivers at Sch-
weiger Industries in
Booneville voted last week
not to become affiliated

" Fifteen truck drivers at
the plant were eligible to
vote in the election which
was held last Friday at the
local furniture
manufacturing plant.

L.J. Tucker, manager of
Schweiger in Booneville,

Teamsters Union

Defeated At Schwelger

with the teamsters union.

said the vote was 95

against the union. The
union has challenged one
vote in the election, but he
said it should have no
effect on the final results.

It will be Friday before
the election results are
certified since there is a
seven day period to allow |
the filing of any protests.

Tucker said the company
is “very pleased” with the
outcome of the election.

MOBILE BEALTH FACILITY -- Nurse Wanda Green (left) shows Mrs. Elise Winter and
other officials through the new mobile health screening facility which will take health care
to the elderly in a dix-county area of Northeast Mississippi. Mrs. Winter, wife of the
Governor, was in Booneville Thursday for dedication ceremonies for the facility.






