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A murder indictment,
stemming from a December
1981 shooting, was among 20

criminal indictments
returned during the
February term of the
Prentiss County Grand
Jury.

Jessie Eugene Roberts, 49,
of Route 1, Marietta, was
charged with murder in

& connection with the Dec. 18,
71981, shooting death of his

wife, Ruby Melton Roberts.

Mrs. Roberts, ‘46, died at
her home south of Marietta,
after she was shot once in
the head with a 12-gauge
shotgun.

Indictments were also
returned this week against

___five men who are suspected
%" members of a theft ring that

was uncovered in the Big V
community in December.

Bobby Ray Deviney, 31, of

Route 5, Booneville, was
charged with 13 counts of
burglary and larceny of a
dwelling, and one count of
grand larceny.

Deviney’s charges were in
connection with the theft of
tools from Starling Con-
struction Co. and break-ins
at the residences of Mary
Flanagan, Ona Smith,
Maxwell Harbor, Gerald
Caveness, Stanley Stacy,
George Brumley, Zane Ellis,
Michael Stevens, John T.
McNeese, John E. Walend-
zik, Horace Massey, Jim
Hunter and Larry Eaton.

Kenneth Earl Trimble, 20
of Route 5, Booneville, was
indicted on 13 counts of
burglary and larceny of a
dwelling. His charges were
in connection with break-ins

at the homes of Mary

Flanagan, Ona Smith,
Maxell Harbor, Gerald
Caveness, Larry Eaton,

Clyne H. Wilemon, Stanley
Stacy, Zane Ellis, Michael
Stevens, John T. McNeese,
John E. Walendzik, Horace
Massey, and Jim Hunter.
Thomas Lynn Trimble, 19,
of Route 5, Booneville, was
indicted on four counts of
burglary and larceny of a
dwelling. Those charges
were in connection with
break-ins at the homes of
Gerald Caveness, Clyne H.
Wilemon, George DRrumley,
and Jim Hunter.
21, of Route 5, Booneville,
was indicted on three counts
of burglary and larceny in
connection with the break-

(Continued on Page 25

Social Security Changes

Recent ammendments fo
the Social Security laws
have adversely affected a
number of high school

-.students who had planned on

Social Security benefits to
help pay their way through

- coliege.

Since 1965 unmarried

students under 22 years of .

age have been eligible for
Social Security benefits if a
parent had died or had
begun receiving retirement
or disability checks. The
student had to- be enrolled
full-time in an elementary or
high school, junior college,

-, four-year college or a trade

school.
-However, effective August

sy

1982, a new entitled student
must be in an elementary or
high school, and benefits will
continue only until age 19,
according to Hugh Tigraett,
district manager of the

Tupelo Social Security
district.
Students who  were

receiving Social Security
benefits in August 1981, or
earlier, and in full-time
attendance in a school above
the high school level in April
1982, or earlier, will continue
to receive benefits.
However, these benefits will
gradually be phased out,
ending completely in 1985,
Tigrett said.

In order to make it in

. Affect Local Students

under the April 1982
deadline, about 15 local high
school seniors have dropped
out of highschool and

enrolled-at Northeast Junior

College  as full-time
students. Each of these
students already had enough
high school credits fo enable
them to enroll in the college.

Those students who are
currently receiving Social
Security benefits will not
receive a cost-of-living in-
crease in 1982 or in future
years, Tigrett said. They
will also not receive checks
for the months of May
through August in 1982,1983,

(Continued on Page 25)

— Ice Fantasies

WINTERY WONDERLAND = tmsme people complain when the freezing
rain, snow and ice of winter come. But all it takes is a little attention to
detail to find beauty in the season. These photos were taken earlier this
week. In the photo at right, frozen rain forms ice droplets on a chicken-

wire fence! At left, fcicles hatigies, f

< Protos by Ker Criistian

.'Ql;. et
fepui £he ‘vergreen leaves of a holly

i, ;

bush begin to melt in the warming sunlight. For those who find no con-
solation in these ice fantasies, it may be cheering to know that spring is
only about a month away!

At NEMJC

Board Appointment Made

‘A Prentiss Countian has

been reappointed to the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College Board of
Trustees.

Trustee W.C. Williams
was reappointed by the
Prentiss County Baord of
Supervisors, NE President
Harold T. White said
following the regular NE

Board of Trustees meeting
‘Tuesday afternoon.

In other business, the
board accepted bids on 11
major items that included
materials for the spring
musicals, athletic equip-
ment and supplies, rental of
graduation apparel, and
printing of graduation
programs.

The board voted to ad-
vertise for bids for printing

the 1982 fall class schedule,

printing traffic violation

books, a security alarm for
the business office, and
vocational education
equipment,

The board of trustees
approved the 1982-83 college
calendar, and a ‘special
tract of instruction.”

President White said this
special tract of instruction is
to accomodate students who
have not decided at this time

‘to enter college or who have

other special reasons for
desiring college credit.
Classes will be taught by
the regular faculty. Any
student meeting regular
admission requirements to

(Continued on Page 25

Prentiss County Man

Convicted In Alabama

A Prentiss County man
has been found guilty of theft
in the first degree during the
February session of circuit
court in Colbert County,
Alabama,

A jury deliberated almost
three hours Tuesday before

of Route 6, Booneville, were
arrested in Prentiss County
in March 1980 in connection
with the theft of a pickup
truck stolen from Muscle

“Shoals, Ala.

Basden pleaded guilty to
the charge and received

—

A ‘SUPER’ VISIT -- Professional football player Jim
Miller of the Super Bowl champs, the San Francisco 49’ers,
made a brief visit to the Booneville Elementary Scheol last
Friday. The 49’ ers punter, a native of Tippah County, signed

autographs for the youngsters and talked about his current
pro career. For additional pictures of the pro star, turn to
today’s sports section on Page 23.

" Photo by Lee Gentry

finding Robbie Storey, 20, of
Rienzi, guilty of theft in the
first degree.

Storey and Ricky Basden

probation last year.

Storey is scheduled to be
sentenced in March.

Briefly
Union Vote Scheduled
At Schweiger Industries

A number of truck drivers at Schweiger Industries in
Booneville will decide this week whether or not they want
to become affiliated with the Teamsters union.

L.J. Tucker, manager of the local manufacturing plant,
confirmed that union organizers have petitioned Sch-
weiger for an election on establishing the union at the
factory. ‘ i

Teamsters Local 667 out of Memphis organized the
election, which has been scheduled for tomorrow, Feb. 12,
at Schweiger.

Tucker said only about 15 Schweiger employees will be
eligible to vote in Friday’s election. :

Schweiger Industries has been manufacturing
upholstered living room furniture in Booneville for about
six years. There are no active unions presently
established at the plant.

Booneville Aldermen

Appoint One, Hire One

The Booneville Board of Mayor and Aldermen last week
voted to reappeint a member of the city school board
whose term has expired and te hire a park director for the
city’s parks.

The board voted unanimously to reappoint Richard
Coggin, vice-president of Prentiss Manufacturing, to the
board of trustees of the Booneville Municipal Separate
School district at last week’s city board meeting.

Coggin was first appointed to the school board about a
year ago to replace a former school board member who
hadresigned. His present appointment will expire in 1987.

The city board also voted unanimously to hire Freddy
Loveless of Booneville as full-time park director, effective
immediately. Loveless was hired on the recommendation
of park commissioner R.G. Houston.

By ANGELA SMITH
: Staff Reporter

Local educators are skeptical about a bill concerning
vocational education that was passed overwhelmingly by
the Mississippi House of Representatives last week.

The educators say they are skeptical of the bill because

+they were not included in the formulation and planning of
the bill. :

As passed by the House by an 8535 vote, the bill would
establish a virtually autonomous Division of Vocational and
Technical Education, governed by an independent lay
board.

The bill would establish a nine-member lay board to set
policy and determine funding for vo-tech programs on both

the high school and junior college level based on a
“weighted formula.” .

The lay board would determine what vo-tech specialities
would be needed by various businesses and industries, then
weight funding toward training programs to fill the jobs.

The governor would appoint three members of the board,
one from each Supreme Court district; the lieutenant
governor would appoint one member from the state at large,
the House speaker would appoint one member from the
state at large and the Board of Economic Development, the
college board, the State Superintendent of Education, and
the Employment Security Commission would appoint one
member each.,

A separate appropriations bill would fund the Division of

»  Local Educators Apprehensive Of Vo-Tech

Vocational and Technical Training, whose director would be
appointed and would answer to the vo-tech board.

In order to become law, the Vo-Tech bill must still pass a
Senate vote and Gov. Winter must sign it into law. If
passed, the law would go into effect July 1, 1982,

The House hill states that lay board appointees of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House
shall be persons knowledgeable in the management of a
distinct branch of industry, which employs a substantial
amount of labor and capital, and who has at least five years’
actual experience therein. No board appointee shall be an
employee or elected official of the State of Mississippi or a
political subdivision thereof.

Merril T. Cartwright, director of the Prentiss County

ill

Vocational Technical School, said the House version of the
bill practically precludes anyone from Prentiss County
being eligible for the lay board.

““The composition of the board needs to be changed such
that a small businessman or farmer from Prentiss County
would qualify for board membership,” Cartwright said.

Cartwright, along with other area educators, said it is
really too early to know exactly what effect this bill could
have.

““This is a very complex and complicated issue. Although
the ‘House has passed one version, I think the Senate will
pass a slightly different version,” Cartwright said.

[Continued on Page 2)







