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. Police Chief Resigns, Then Reconsiders

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
After serving only seven months of his first four-year
term as Booneville Police Chief, John O. (Bobby) Lam-
bert turned over the keys of his office to Police Com-
missioner Charles Steen Monday morning, telling the
commissioner that he had had enough and was quitting.

B

During a meeting Tuesday night in which the Booneville
“Board of Mayor and Aldermen pledged to support and

stand behind the police chief, Lambert said he had
reconsidered and was not going to resign. However, he
indicated he might still do so at a later time if conditions

do not improve.

DURING TUESDAY NIGHT’S meeting at city hall,
attorney Donald Franks, speaking on behalf of Chief

Lambert, told the city board that Lambert had resigned
because of personnel problems within the police depart-
ment. Franks indicated that some officers were not
obeying orders from Lambert and that the police chief
had no way to discipline these officers.

‘“He says he does not have the proper backing of the
mayor and board of aldermen and the police com-
missioner,” Franks said. ‘“‘He says he does not have
control of those who work under him. If he doesn’t have
control of and can’t discipline them, he has no authority.”

Franks said Chief Lambert has told him that the police
officers are divided into groups, “one fighting another.”

Lambert himself told the board that dissention among
the officers is so bad that, “I’'m afraid it’s going to come to
a gunfight within the department.” He said he could not
enforce the law with that kind of problem within the

department itself.

“We're fighting lawbreakers and we’re having trouble
in the department,” Chief Lambert said. “I've had about

enough."

FRANKS SAID THAT Lambert feels he has no control
over the hiring and firing of personnel in his department,
that the city board is making those decisions.

Chief Lambert doesn’t have the loyalty of his officers,
the attorney said. “They more or less thumb their nose at
him. If they know he can get their jobs, he might get their

respect.”

“This man has to give orders and if they are not obeyed,
he has to have some way to discipline his men,”” Franks
said. “He can’t fight the criminal element and then fight

_the city fathers, too. If you are going to have an effective

BECOMING A ‘KEY COMMUNITY’ - Gov. William Winter (above)
brought his campaign to improve the state’s education system and to
entice industry into the state to Northeast Mississippi last Thursday
night when he appeared as the keynote speaker at the sixth annual
membership banquet of the Prentiss County Development Association.

By Gov. William Winter

which was held at Northeast Mississippi Junior College.

“The Key Community idea is to have communities analyze them-
selves — their strengths and their weaknesses ~ based on some stan-
dards that are considered to be proper standards for measuring com-
munities,”” Gov. Winter said.

“This isn’t an idle exercise,” he said. “It’s not for the purpose of just
presenting plagues and having a program of recognition.”

The whole idea, he said, is for the state to be able to say to prospective
industries, ‘‘These Key Communities are communities that we can
certify — on the basis of what they have planned and achieved - to be
places in the state of Mississippi where you can’t go wrong. They have
achieved a standard of quality and excellence in their community that
we can certify. Youcan take a secondlook at them when you are getting
ready to make some investments.”

According to PCDA executive director Doug Mansell, the Key
Community program was initiated through the governor's office and the

While the Governor was here, he presented Prentiss County with the .
14th Key Community award to be given in the state. Pictured receiving

the award are (inset photo, I-r) Mayor Jimmy Pharr, Mayor Charles

Crabb, Supervisor J.P. Davis, Charles Walden, Mayor C.D. Windham,

and (out of view behind the governor) Mayor M.B. Rowan.

| Key Community Award Given

On Thursday night of last week, Prentiss County became the 14th
community in the state to receive the Key Community Award.

Gov. William Winter made the presentation at the sixth annual
membership meeting of the Prentiss County Development Association

Department of Economic Development in order to assist communities
in preparing themselves for industrial growth.

PCDA began work on achieving Key Community status eight months
ago on behalf of the Prentiss County Board of Supervisors and the four

municipalities within the county.

According to the regulations set forth by the state, once a community
has entered into the program, that community has a maximum of 18
months tomeet the requirements. Prentiss County achieved this goal

with 10 months to spare.

president.

At Thursday night’s meeting, Gov. Winter presented the Key Com-
munity plaque to J.P. Davis, president of the Prentiss County Board of:
Supervisors. Identical plaques will be presented to Booneville Mayor
Charles Crabb, Baldwyn Mayor M.B. Rowan, Marietta Mayor Jimmy
Pharr; Jumpertown Mayor C.D, Windham; and Charles Walden, PCDA

In other business at the membership meeting, four members of the
PCDA board of directors were re-elected and one new member was
elected. Each will serve a three-year term.

Re-elected were Thurston Davis, Marjorie Franks, David Hill and
Richard Coggin. The new board member will be Junior Roper.

(Photos by Ken Christian)

| During February

(ircuit Court To Hear 25 Criminal Cases

ke

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The murder trial of a
~Booneville man charged
with the November 1980
shooting death of his wife is
among the 25 criminal cases
scheduled to be heard during
the February session of
wrentiss County Circuit
Court which begins the third
week of the month.

Harold Lloyd Brinkley, 52,
of Booneville, who was
indicted in October 1981 on
a murder charge in con-
nection with the Nov. 10, 1980
shooting of his wife,

Margaret Brinkley, is
scheduled to face trial Feb.
17. :

Mrs. Brinkley, 39, died at
her home on Highway 4
West, just inside the
Booneville city limits, after
she was shot twice — once in
the stomach and once in the
chest -- with a .38-caliber
pistol.

Following the incident,
Brinkley was hospitalized
for a short time at the North
Mississippi Medical Center
in Tupelo. He was treated
for a gunshot wound to his
left knee.

Brinkley is free on a
$50,000 bond.
Brinkley’s case is

scheduled to be the first case
heard Wednesday, Feb. 17.
Booneville attorney Tommy
Comer will
Brinkley.
Monday, Feb. 15

The first case scheduled to
be heard during the first day
of criminal court is a re-trial
of an aggravated assault
case.

On Jan. 26 Circuit Court
Judge Thomas Gardner
ruled that Robbie Storey, 20,
of Route 1, Rienzi, should be

represent

granted a new trial because
his attorney, Tommy Cadle,
had a conflict of interest
during Storey’s trial in
October 1981 on a charge of
aggravated assault. 3

Judge Gardner said Cadle
was representing the
prosecuting witness, Melody
Strange in a civil suit at the
same time he was
representing Storey.

The charge of aggravated
assault against Storey
stemmed from an incident
involving Storey and Miss
Strange that allegedly oc-
curred in September 1980.

During the October 1981

term of Prentiss County

Circuit Court a jury found
Storey guilty of the
aggravated assault charge.

Jim Austin (no address
available) is-scheduled to
face charges of grand lar-
ceny under the Habitual
Criminal Statute.

Austin was convicted in
Lee County Circuit Court in
February 1980 for two felony
counts of burglary and
larceny. In March 1980 he
was sentenced to serve 7

.(Continued on Page 12]

force, you have to have a police chief that can hire and
fire, within the boundaries of the law.”

Franks told the board members that some of the
policemen who refused to obey Lambert's orders were
“either getting some protection somewhere, or believe
they are going to get it somewhere.” :

On behalf of Lambert, Franks also accused the city
board of not acting quickly enough on recommendations
made to the board by Lambert.

Chief Lambert said that he and Commissioner Steen
had made some recommendations on promeotions and
demotions within the department immediately after he
had taken office seven months ago and that the board had
never acted on those recommendations.

(Continued on Page 2)

City Policemen Accused
In 1979 Burglary

The Booneville Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
decided Tuesday night to let
the District Attorney’s office
handle an investigation of
three Booneville Police
officers and one former
police officer who have been
accused of taking mer-
chandise from a Booneville
business establishment.

The four men - two black
and two white — have been
accused of taking items
from the Win-Way Store in
Booneville on a night when
they found the door of the
establishment unlocked. The
incident was supposed to
hive wlbsd s sl oy

Although oiticials have riot
released 'the names of the
men involved in the in-
vestigation, police captain
William Anderson appeared

before the city board
Tuesday night to plead his
case.

“I'm one of the policemen
who they are saying broke
into some place,” Anderson
said. “I'd like to say that’s
not true. I've never stole
anything in my life.”

Anderson, who in addition
to being a captain on the
police force is also the first
black to be elected as a
Justice Courf Judgé in
Prentiss County, said that
the publicity on TV and in
the newspapers about the
police department i making
the entire city look bad

He gsaid the acci
against him are due
faet that some of the other
officers in the police
department do not like him
and Police Chief Bobby

the

Lambert.

“I’'ve worked with Bobby
Lambert for years,” he said.
“They've been trying to get
something on me because
Lambert and I were such
good friends.”

In referring to the night in
1979 that the alleged theft
occurred, Anderson con-
firmed he and the other
officers had found the door
of the business open. But he
said they called W.M. Stacy,
who was Chief of Police at
that time, and then tried to
locate the man who ran the
store. :
Anderson said the office;
' unable to locate the
store manager, so one of the
officers stayed at the store
to watch it. Now, two years

(Continued on Page 3)

Tax AssessorAnswers

School Board Lawsuit

Prentiss County Tax
Assessor-Collector = Danny
Childers last week filed
papers in the U.S. District
Court in Aberdeen asking for
the dismissal of a federal
lawsuit filed against him by
the Prentiss County School
System.

The school system filed
the suit in late 1981, charging
that Childers failed to collect
$137,408 in taxes to which the
county school system claims
it was entitled. :

In his reply to the suit last
week, Childers maintains
Prentiss County Superin-

tendent of Education Lex:

Cain and the school board
knew he was not required to

tax property within the
newly-formed Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District, the subject of the
legal dispute.

The suit stems from the
separation of 1980 of the
Booneville Munieipal
Separate School District
from the Prentiss County
School System and involves
funds that the school board
says should have been
collected in 1980.

When the new district
formed, the city of
Booneville levied 25 mills on
property within ‘the -city
limits for operation of the
city schools, Childers stated
in the court records.

However, county school
officials .charge that Tax-
Assessor Childers collected
taxes for the schools only
from county residents and
not taxpayers residing
within the new Booneville
city school district. The
county school  hboard
maintains the Prentiss
County district was entitled
to the funds during 1980 even
though . the Booneville
taxpayers no longer were
residents of the county
distriet.

Childers countered by
stating millage assessments
made by the Prentiss County

(Continued on Page 2)

Mobile Health Unit To
Begin Operation Feb. 11

Elderly persons living in
isolated portions of Nor-
theast Mississippi who find
it difficult to reach health
screening facilities soon
should have a solution to
their problem.

A mobile unit, equipped to
provide basic  health
screening activities such as

" blood pressure, and eye and

diabetes tests; will travel
from community to com-
munity in Alcorn, Benton,
Marshall, Prentiss, Tippah
and Tishomingo counties.
Mrs. William Winter, wife
of the governor, is expected
to join other state and loecal
officials at a ceremony at
Northeast Junior College on
Feb. 11 to initiate the
program,
‘‘Approximately 20,300
age 60 and older
Mississippians live in these
six counties, and 9,286 of
these individuals have in-
comes below the federal

poverty level,” said Ted
Keyes, project coordinator
with the Mississippi Council

~on ‘Aging.

“This new project is
another example of the
state, community and
private sector' working
together to meet a pressing
need,” he said.

The project will be con-
ducted by the Mississippi
Council of Aging, a division
of the Governor’s Office of
Federal-State Programs, in
cooperation with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA), the Northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District
(NMPDD) and the State
Board of Health.

TVA has granted $50,000
for purchasing the unit and
some of its equipment,
NMPDD. has allocated
$39,760 to cover operating
expenses and additional
equipment as needed, and

the Board of Health has
provided $14,000 for medical
personnel salary and travel
expenses. Council of Aging
funds have been provided by
the Title 3-B Older
Americans Act. ‘

In addition to providing
basic health screening
activities, the mobile unit

will offer educational ser-

vices on health, nutrition
and consumer subjects,
particularly these related to
energy conservation.
Consisting of a 15-
passenger van with a
wheelchair lift and a 25-foot
mobhile trailer, the unit will
be manned by a registered

nurse and a licensed
practical nurse.
Local health departments,

cooperative extension of-
fices, area agencies on aging
and other local agencies will
assist in coordinating the

(Continued on Page 2)






