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Elizabeth Ward, Miss America 1982, talks to reporters.

It’s All Part Of Being

Miss America

By ANGELA SMITH
_ Staff Reporter

There’s more to being Miss America
than just looking pretty.

As Miss America, Elizabeth Ward
has to contend with press conferences,
making 4 to 5 public appearances each
week, signing autographs, and con-
stantly being in the public’s eye.

Miss Ward, who provided en-
tertainment at Northeast Mississippi
Junior College’s Most Beautiful
pageant Tuesday night, said Tuesday
afternoon that coming to Northeast
was different from her usual ap-

" pearances because it gave her the

opportunity to be around people more
nearly her own age. ‘I feel right at
home,” she said.

“People are always saying to me,

‘How do you smile so much?’ I tell

them I'm happy with myself and my
situation,” she said.

Miss Ward, a 20-yvear-old University

of Arkansas accounting major, said
that after her reign as Miss America is
over she plans to attend law school.
She hopes one day to become a full
partner in a major law firm
specializing in corporate law.

She said she chose to enter the Miss
America Pageant because it was a
scholarship pageant. Prior to the Miss
America Pageant she had entered six

. beauty pageants. She entered her first
- Miss America prelunlnary at the age

of 18.

The 5-foot 9-inch brown haired,
brown eyed Miss America estimates
that she travels about 20,000 miles a
month. ““I enjoy traveling so much,”

she said. ‘‘It’s one of the most exciting
things I've ever done.”

Miss Ward noted that she has mef
many celebrities since she was
crowned Miss' America. She has also
appeared on television programs such
as “Family Feud,” “The 700 Club,”
and “Nashville Palace.” ‘

She said that, given her choice, she
would most like to meet President
Reagan, David Stockman, and Phyllis
George. She had been scheduled to
meet the President on Valentine’s
Day, but the meeting has been can-
celled. She said she does not know if it

~ has been rescheduled.

Miss America 1982 said she supports
equal rights, but that she is not in favor
of the equal rights amendment. “I'm
grateful for the movement ~ aithough
they did give the pageant a lot of flack -
- but my rights are guaranteed by the
constitution,” she said.

Miss Ward said she feels it is
possible for a woman to be married
and also have a career. ‘‘Women have
to adjust their priorities as they go
along, and organize theu' time,” she
said.

Concerning scientific creatmmsm
she said she did not feel that it should
be taught in schools.

“] believe we ‘were created, but
there are so many different views in
religion. I don’t want someone to teach
my child their version. I think my child
should . learn from me. [ guess
basically I'm against it. I'm a
Christian, so that is kind of con-
tradictory,” the Russellville, Ark

native said.
SR

‘ﬁlKey

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

It’s official.

On Friday, Jan. 22,
Prentiss County became the
14th community in the state
to successfully complete ali
the requirements of the

program.

At that time a team
selected by the State
Department of Economic
Development reviewed a
presentation by the local
industrial  development
team designed to interest
prospective industries in
locating in Prentiss County.

Immediately following
that review, local officials

‘were notified that Prentiss

County had successfully
qualified for ‘“Key Com-
munity” status.

Gov.  William Winter is
expected to present the

Community’’

UMLOCXING. THE DOOR T0

OPPORTUNITY

for Prentiss County.

“This is another step forward

3

— Doug Mansell,
PCDA Executive Director

State

“Key Community” award to

_local officials at the Prentiss

County Development
Association’s annual
membership banquet which
begins at 7 tonight in the
Frank Haney Union at
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College. :

ADMINISTERED BY the
Department  of
Economic Development and
the Mississippi Research

For PCEPA C us.wme rs

The record cold tem-
peratures during January
will undoubtedly lead to
record heating bills for
Prentiss Countians.

Prentiss County Electric
Power Association manager
Janes W. Abernethy this
week is advising customers
who use electricity to heat
their homes to plan their
budgets in anticipation of
the highest winter heating
bills ever.

“No one wants to be the

- messenger of bad news,”

Abernethy said, “but we do
want to fry to prepare

people. Electric bills for
most electric heating
customers . are sharply

higher this billing period
because of the much colder
weather.”’

And even those who do not
use electricity to heat their
homes can expect their
electricity bills to be higher
than the same period last
year due to rate increases
adopted by TVA since last
winter.

- As an example, Abernethy
said . power association

- customers

residential customers using
2,000 kwh per month now
pay $87.81 compared to
$74.15 last winter. This is an
increase of about 18 percent.

- To help counter these
costs, . Abernethy urges
who have not
done 8o to request a free
home energy survey to set
suggestions as to how they
can make their homes more
energy efficient,

. This free survey can be
obtained by calling the
Prentiss . County Electric
Power Association office, A

trained energy advisor will

make an on-site survey of

the home and make
recommendations for
weatherization improve-
ments. ' :
Electric heating and
cooling customers will

probably be eligible for
interest-free loans to help
them weatherize their
homes, A Abernethy said.
Measures eligible for
financing include insulation,
storm windows, = weather-
stripping and caulking.

NEW SITE ROYALTY - Cindy Taylor (seated) has been selected as the 1982
Homecoming Queen at New Site High School. Members of her court are (from left), Lori
Denson, sophomore maid; Tammy Thornton, freshman maid; Janie Williams, junior
‘maid; and Ann Stacy, senior maid. The Homecoming game is set for Friday Jan. 29th.
{Phaté by Leé Gertry)

and Development Center,
the Key Community
program was established
last  year through the
governor’s office to- help
communities in Mississippi
prepare for industrial
growth.

State officials have said
that those communities

which meet  the
requirements  of  the
pregram will be given

priority when industrial

prospetts contact the
Department of Economic
Development for recom-
mendations on possible
locations for industries.

The Prentiss County
Development  Association

.was responsible for getting

Prentiss County invelved in
the Key Community
program and coordinated
the county’s efforts in

successfully meeting the
program’s

requirernents.

Huwevei', D'oug Mansell,
PCDA executive director,

gives much of the credit in

accomplishing the
program’s goals to the
various officials throughout
Prentiss County.

“This is another step
forward for  Prentiss
County,” he said, “‘resulting
from the cooperative efforts
of the cities’ and the coun-
ty’s elected officials.”

ACCORDING TO Mansell,
achieving Key Community
status for the county in-
volved the achievement of
specific standards in six
different areas:

-- The establishment of a
non-profit  development
organization;

-- Preparing a community
information library, con-
taining such facts about the

{Cpntinuéd on Page 2}
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NORTHEAST 'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ~ Connie McCombs, (left), a co-ed from Tupelo, is
crowned Most Beautiful at Northeast Mississippi Junior College by Miss America,
Elizabeth Ward, during the annual pageant held Tuesday night in the Seth Pounds
‘Auditorium. Connie is a sophomore and plans to further her education by attending

Memphis State University.

(Photo by Lee Gentry)

New Trial Granted
In Assault Case

A Prentiss County man
whe was convicted of

aggravated assauit during'

the October session of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court has been granted a
new trial on the grounds that
the defense attorney
representing him had a
conflict of interest.
Circuit Judge Thomas
Gardner ruled Tuesday that
Robbie Storey, 19, of Route
3, Rienzi, should be granted
a new trial on the same
charge of aggravated

~ assault on the grounds that

Storey’s attorney, Tommy

. Cadle, was representing the

prosecuting witness, Melody
Strange, in a civil suit at the
same time.

Judge Gardner ruled that
because Storey’s attorney
had a contlict ot interest it
was a denial of the defen-
dant’s constitutional rights.

The charge of aggravated
assault against Storey
stemmed from an incident

involving Storey and Miss

Strange that allegedly occ-
curred in September 1980,

During the October 1981

.term of Prentiss County

Circuit Court a jury found
Storey guilty of aggravated
assault,

At that time Judge Gard-
ner sentenced Storey to
serve eight years at the

State  Department of
Corrections.
Storey’s second ftrial on

the charge of aggravated

assault is scheduled to be the
first case heard when the
February session of Prentiss
County Circuit Court opens
on Monday, Feb. 15.

Storey will be represented
by attorneys Temmy Comer

~ and Ed Jenkins:






