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Don’t Like It?
Stick Around;

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

“If you don’t like the
weather, stick around -- it
will change!” That could
definitely be said about the
Prentiss
County over the past two
weeks.

During the 10-day period
of Jan. 10-19 temperatures in
the county ranged from a
low of 3 degrees below zero
to a high of 68 degrees
above.

Last week the county was

~blanketed with snow and this

week Prentiss Countians
encountered  hazardous
driving conditions brought
about by icy roads on
Monday and dense fog on
Tuesday and Wednesday
mornings. By Tuesday af-
terncon temperatures had
soared and the sun was
shining brightly over por-

~tions of the county.

BOONEVILLE’S off-
“icial weather ob-
Server for the

National Weather Service,
Williaim Dallison, recorded 3
inches of snow last week.

‘

Iv’ll Change!

However, he said, the
snowfall varied in different
sections of the county. He
recorded .17 inches of
rainfall on Monday.

ALTHOUGH LESS than a
quarter of an inch of rainfall
was recorded in the county,
the drizzling rain caused an
unpleasant surprise for
motorists Monday because
a thin sheet of ice formed on
roads as it fell. Many
motorists were unaware the
roads were icy until it was
too late.

It was rumored that
almost 100 traffic accidents
occurred in Prentiss County
Monday due to the icy roads.
However, a spokesman for
the New Albany District of
the Mississippi Highway
Patrol, Hank Waycaster,
said so many accidents
happened in the county that
it was impossible to place a
number on them.

He estimated that ap-
proximately 50-75 accidents
occurred Monday on state-
maintained roads in a 10-
county area that includes

Prentiss County. Waycaster :

é & @
said there were definitely
more traffic accidents

Monday than during last
week’s snowfall,

PRENTISS COUNTY

' Deputy Carl Sartin said the

sheriff’s department worked
three accidents in the county
Monday and that there were
no fatalities in any of those
accidents.

-““What made driving so
bad Monday was the thin
layer of ice on the roads and
people just weren't aware of
it until they got out,” Sartin
said.

Sheriff John MecCauley
estimated that between 30-40
wrecks happened in the
county on Monday due to the
ice-glazed roads.

So many cars slid in dit-
ches that reports were not
made on all the “fender
benders,”’ he said.

“I told my men for the
little fender benders where
there were no injuries fo just
tell the people to fill out an
accident report. Then if
there was an accident that
might cause another one,
they could go to that ac-
cident and they might
prevent something more
serious from happening,”
McCauley said.

TWO ACCIDENTS in-
volving Prentiss County
school buses were also
reported Monday.

One mishap occurred
Monday morning when
Louise Hall apparently lost

{bontmued on Page 2)

ICE, FOG, AND SNOW — Prentiss Countians have had some difficulty
getting around during the past tvo weeks as first snow and then freezing
rain brought a hall to mosi activities in the area. When temperatures
finally began to rise early this week, fog meved in te furiher hamper
traffic. Most of the county™s fact. ves shul down sperations for o
days. Blue Bell’s parking lot was a vacant expanse of snow Thursday

At Northeast Junéo‘r College

Miss America 1982 Will

(right pheto). Numerous accidents (such as the one in the bottom left
photol were reported Monday when arsa residents were surprised by an
fcy giaze over the streets. Tuesday viorning Northeast Junior College
finzlly began classes after a 4-do ys delay.due to the weather. Even then
stuilfents “wors hammpered tn eyl the mmpus by a dense early
morning fog (top left photo). :

Clty s Natural Gas Prices

Elizabeth Ward
Miss America 1982

Crown Most Beautiful

The current Miss America, Elizabeth Ward
of Russellville, Ark., will be a special guest at
this year’'s pageant to select the Most Beautiful
at Northeast Mississippi Junior College.

Twenty-seven young ladies were selected
during preliminaries earlier in the school year
to compete for the Most Beautiful title. The
pageant finals will begin at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 26, and will be held in the Seth Pounds
Auditorium at the junior college.

Miss America 1982 is a 20-year-old junior at
the University of Arkansas where she is
working toward her degree in accounting in
preparation for a degree in law. Her future

ambition is to become a full partner in a major -

law firm, specializing in corporate law.

The 5'9” brown-haried, brown—eyed beauty
lists tennis, swumnmg and movies as her
hobbies. _

An accomplished musician, she has had nine
years special training in piano, 3 years in
bassoon, 2 years in flute, and 4 years in voice.
Her talent during the Miss America pageant
was popular singing.

In addition to crowning the winner of this
year's pageant at Northeast, Miss Ward will

also provide entertainment throughout the

event,

TO VIE FOR TITLE - Selected to compete for the title of Most Beautiful at Northeast Junior
College are (first row, kr) Lisa McGee, Booneville; Kathryn Patton, Tupelo; Robin-Reeves, New
Albany; Denna Lacy, Vicksburg; Debbie Newton, Corinth; (second row, I-r) Rhonda McCreary,
Booneville; Jeffie Smith, Nettleton; Oteria Swinney, Booneville; Nickie Sturdivant, Aberdeen;

Faye Mitchell, Tuka;

(third row, I-r) Lisa Hare, Booneville; Darlene Woods, Blue Springs;

Brenda Prather, Corinth; Angela Barker, Corinth; Lisa Carmal, Corinth; (fourth row, l-r) Tina
Davis, Belmont; Ramon Willis, Tupelo; Deborah Crumpton, New Albany; Yvette Mclntire,
Baldwyn; Lorrie Murphy, Ripley; Debbie Baggett, Rienai; (fifth row, 1-r) Connie McCombs,
Tupelo; Sherri Quinn, New Albany; Becky Jumper, Ripley; Joyce Burcham, Corinth; Jena
Pennington, Ripley; and Janice Grizzard, Booneyville,

Increase 27 Percent

Customers of the
Booneville Gas and Water’
Department can expect
their next bills for natural

‘gas to be quite a bit higher

than they have been in the
past.

Not only has the unusually
cold weather during
January caused customers
to use. more gas than nor-
mal, but the Gas and Water
Department this week an-
nounced an increase of

about 27 percent in the price

of that gas.

According to Marvin
Burcham, manager of the
Gas and Water Department,
Booneville natural gas
customers have been paying
$3.66 per 1,000 cubic feet.
With the increase in effect,
these same customers will
be paying $4.65 per 1,000
cubic feet, he said.

Burcham said the price
inerease is a result of a price
increase from @ the city's
supplier, Tennessee Gas.

The new, higher prices are
now in effect and will be

reflected on the bill for
January’s gas, he said.
These bills are the ones that
will be received . in
February.

While these increases may
hit some customers hard,
natural gas customers may
have actually saved some
money during November
and December.

An earlier natural gas
price increase, announced
by the Gas and Water

(Continued on Page 2)

Gov. Winter To Speak
At 1982 PCDA Banquet

Gov. William Winter will
be the guest speaker next
Thursday night, Jan. 28,
when the Prentiss County
Development  Association
holds its sixth annual
membership banquet at the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College.

The program will begin at
7 p.m. and will be held in the
Frank Haney Union at
Northeast.

Tickets are $7.50 each and
are available at any of the
five banks in Prentiss
County, at the PCDA office
or from any PCDA director.

At Columbus

PCDA executive director
Doug Mansell said that it is
important that those
planning to attend make
their reservations and
purchase their tickets prior
to Jan. 28,

Gov. Winter, who has been
pushing for the state
legislature to establish a
state public kindergarten
system, is expected to talk
about education and in-
dustrial development.

Mansell said the banquet
will last for no longer than
1%, hours.

GOV. WILLIAM WINTER

Tenn-Tom Meeting Set

A public meeting will be
held in Columbus Saturday,
Jan. 23, concerning a draft
supplemental  environme-
ntal impact statement for
the Tennessee-Tombighee
Waterway. :

The meeting will begin at 9
a.m. and will be held in the
Whitfield Auditorium at the

Mississippi University = for
Women.

A spokesman for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
pointed out that the sup-
plemental  environmental
impact statement is a draft
document and is subject to
change depending on
comments made during the

public review and other
input.

He said that everyone
attending the meeting will
be given an opportunity to
express his or her position
for the record on matters
relating to the statement.

-(Continued on Page 2)






