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By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
The Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Memphis last
week exercised its option to

lease the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital in
Booneville.

“In a letter dated Wed-
nesday, Dec. 30,1981, Joseph
Powell, president of Baptist
Memorial Hospital in
Memphis, told Paul Flurry,
chairman of the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital’s board
of trustees, that Baptist
Hospital ‘“is pleased to
exercise the option dated
“Hov. 10, 1981, to lease the
Northeast Mississippi
Hospital facilities and to
execute the lease and
agreement.”’

At 4 p.m. Thursday, the
three boards connected with
the operation of the
Booneville hospital - the
NEMH board of trustees, the
Hooneville Board of Mayor
and Aldermen, and the

Prentiss County Board of

Supervisors -- met and
unanimously approved the
agreement.

The lease took effect at
12:01 p.m. Jan. 1,1982, and is
for a period of 25 years.
Baptist Memorial Hospital
has an option on two ad-
ditional 25-year leases after
the present one expires,

According to the lease
agreement, Baptist Hospital
will manage and continue
the operation of the
Booneville hospital and pay
its operating expenses. As
rent for the leased premises,
the Memphis facility will
pay the semi-annual sums
necessary to satisfy the
obligations for the two
general obligations bonds
issued by the city and the
county.

In addition, Baptist will
pay the Booneyille hospital’s
obligation for the ambulance
service with  {North
Mississippi  Ambulance

Hospital

ereises Option

‘o Rent NEMH

Service Inc. for the duration
of that contract.

John Tompkins of Baptist
Memorial’s Corporate
Services has been serving as
administrator of the
Booneville hospital since the
two hospitals signed the
interim managment
agreement in November. At
that time, the Baptist
Hospital took an option to
lease the 136-bed Booneville
facility, pending completion
of further technical studies.

Former Booneville
hospital administrator Carl
Barker has accepted a
position with  Baptist
Hospital in Memphis.

In conjunction with the
approval of the lease
agreement, Tompkins an-
nounced this week a $5.1
million expansion and
renovation project for the
Booneville hospital (see
realted story on Page 1).

(Continued on Page 2]

2 Membership Drive

Launched By PCDA

The Prentiss County
Development Association’s
1982 membership drive is
now underway.

The drive will culminate
in the 1982 Membership
Banquet to be held Jan. 28 in

the Frank Haney Union at

Northeast Junior College.
Gov. William Winter is
expected to be the guest
- speaker.

According to PCDA
executive director Doug
Mansell, several changes
have been made this year
concerning membership.

This year, past members
were mailed due notices, he
said, and the membership
fees have been divided into
catagories for those who
wish to support the
organization by  con-
tributions more than the
regular amounts,

Also, a membership and a
banquet ticket can be
purchased at the same time
this year, he said.

As in the past, there are
three categories of mem-
bership this year in the
association: individual,

business or professional,
and industry. But this year
these three categories are
broken down into different
types of memberships.
There is the regular in-
dividual membership with
dues of $15; the senior in-
dividual membership, dues
$30; and the individual
sponsor membership, dues
$100. The senior individual
membership includes one
banquet ticket and the in-
dividual sponsor mem-

{Continued on Page 2)

JHS HOMECOMING COURT — Members of the Jumpertown High School Homecoming
Court are Marti Moore, center, 1982 Queen;’ Elsie Grizzard, Senior Maid; Pam Young,
Junior Maid; Cindy Robinson, Sophomore Maid ; Wendy Green, Freshman Maid. The girls
will reign over the Annual Homecoming game Jan. 12th against Tremont. Homecoming
starts at 6:15 p.m. (Photo by Lee Gentry)
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HOSPITAL: CHANGES - This architectural drawing shows departments being moved from their current locations to different

proposed changes at the Booneville hospital. A and B wings at the
hospital wiil be torn down and a new, two-story wing will be built in
place of B-wing. Practically all remaining departments in the

areas of the hospital. Work on the project, at an estimated cost of $5.1
million, is expected to begin in April, pending approval by various

hospital wiil also undergo renovation, with the possibility of some

Planned At I ooneville

$5.1

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Less than a week after exercising its
option to lease the. Northeast Mississippi
Hospital in Booneville, the Baptist
Memorial Hospital in Memphis has an-
nounced a major $5.1 million expansion
and renovation program at the Booneville
hospital.

Joseph Powell, president of Baptist
Memorial Hospital, notified the NEMH
board of trustees last week that the
-Memphis facility would exercise its option

to lease the Booneville hospital (see
related story, this page).
This week, John Tompkins, ad-

ministrator of the Booneville hospital,
announced the expansion and renovation
project at the local facility.

UNDER THIS PROJECT, the present A
and B wings of the hospital will be torn
down. A new, two-story patient wing will be

complete.

i &

constructed at the location currently oc-
cupied by B-wing. The space occupied by
A-wing will be available for future ex-
pansions, Tompkins said. :

Construction on the new patient wing is
expected to begin in April, pending ap-
proval of the various state agencies. Once
construction begins, hospital cfficials
anticipate the work to take approximately
30 months to be completed.

While construction is underway, patients
will be housed as usual on floor D-2. D-1,
which is normally used as the maternity
wing, will also be opened to handle the
overflow since no local doctors are
currently using the maternity ward on a
regular basis.

IN ADDITION TO the construction of the
new wing, practically the entire hospital
will be renovated, Tompkins said.

Portions of C-wing will be renovated.
This probably includes moving the clinical
lab, the pharmacy and respiratory therapy

state agencies. The project is expected to take about 30 months to

enovalion

to this wing, Tompkins said. The physical
therapy department is already housed on
C-wing.

The project also calls for the renovation
of the lobby, administrative offices,
business offices, medical records,
radiology, nuclear medicine, central
stores, the laundry, the boiler plant, and
the kitchen.

Tompkins said other' changes have
already begun internally which may not be
as noticable outwardly. For example, new
X-ray screens and cassettes have been
ordered and should arrive during the first
part of January.

Baptist Hospital also plans an active
recruitment program to set additional
physicians for the Booneville hospital.

“The current medical staff has ex-
pressed a need to recruit additional
physicians,” Tompkins said this week. “A
plan will be put together to accomplish this
goal.”

L

At City Board Meeting

Four Booneville Policemen Promoted

At their regular board
meeting Tuesday night, the
Booneville Board of Mayor
and Aldermen voted for four
promotions to be made in the
police department.

Patrolmen Joe Whitehead,
Glen Honeycutt, and Jerry
Barnes were promoted to
sergeants and Sgt. Willie
Anderson was promoted to
captain.

When the promotions
become effective Feb. 1, it
will mean there will be three
sergeants, two lieutenants,

Theft Ring:

three captains, five
patrolmen, and  four
dispatchers in the police
department.

In other business, the
board voted to advertise to
rezone the area from Young
Street to the end of the city
limits on the Highway 30
bypass as commercial
property. The board voted to
put up signs designating this
and they will meet again in
30 days to see if any protests
have been made concerning
the rezoning.

City Clerk June Hutcheson
said rezoning would not
effect new homes in that
area and in fact, if the
people ever decided fo sell
their homes it would
probably bring them more
money since they lived in a
commercial property zone.

She noted if there are a
considerable number of
protests concerning the
rezoning, the board would
take this under con-
sideration and possibly not
rezone,

The hoard also voted to
rent three rooms in the brick
building located behind city
hall to the Starving Artists of
Mississippi.

SAM will use the rooms to
display their artwork and
have their art classes in.

The board was told that
since the police cars were
converted to run on natural
gas the cars have not been
obtaining the desired gas
milage. Although vehicles in
the gas department are

getting 9 miles to the gallon,
police cars are only getting
about 3 miles per gallon,
Mayor Crabb said.

The board voted to
withhold final payment to
Nu-Fuel Systems until the
police cars function on
better milage.

The board was also in-
formed that Elijah Wingo,
who was appointed to the
Planning Commission last
month, declined to accept
the position.

Additional Stolen Goods Recovered

The Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department has
recovered stolen mer-
chandise from Quitman,
Ark., that is believed to have
been stolen by suspected
members of a burglary ring
who were arrested last
week.

Friday of last week of-
ficers recovered 9 guns, a
TV, a sewing machine, and a
chain saw and on Monday
officers recovered a bear-
skin rug, a guitar, 2 TV’s,
and a stereo-set from
Arkansas. Most of the items
were found to be stolen from

Prentiss and  Alcorn
Counties, said Prentiss
County Deputy Carl Sartin.

Earlier last week Prentiss
County authorities had
arrested five men who are
suspected members of a
burglary ring that has heen
operating in the area for the

past two months.

The men were arrested
after law authorities raided
a house in the Big V com-
munity Dec. 28., and
recovered several thousand
dollars worth of stolen
merchandise. The items
were stolen from a six

county area.

The five men charged with
burglary and grand larceny
were Lloyd Lambert, Bobby
Ray Deviney, Kenneth Earl
Trimble, Thomas Lynn
Trimble, and Dearl Edward

{Continued on Page 2}






