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In Big V Community

Local Authorities

Uncover Theft Ring

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Local law authorities,
acting on a tip from the
Tishomingo County Sheriff,
raided a house in the Big V
Community Monday af-
ternoon and recovered
several thousand dollars
worth of merchandise stolen

rom a six county area.
Prentiss County
authorities arrested five
men who are suspected
members of a burglary ring
that has been operating in
the area for the past two
months. Additional arrests
are expected, officers said.

The five men charged with
urglary and grand larceny
aire Lloyd Lambert, 25, of
Route 5, Booneville; Bobby
Ray Deviney, 31, of Route 5,
Booneville; Kenneth Earl
Trimble, 20, of Manassas
Fark, Vir.; Thomas Lynn
Trimble, 19, of Route 5,

Booneville,; and Dearl
Edward Trimble, 21, of
Memphis.

Arrests were not made
wntil late Monday night and
early Tuesday morning. The
Trimble brothers were
arrested at their grand-
mother’s residence in the
Jacinto area and Deviney

Work Begins In January

and Lambert were found at
homes in the Big V com-
munity, said Prentiss
County Deputy Sheriff Carl
Sartin.

The suspects are being
held without bond because
the case is still under in-
vestigation, he said.

Law authorities recovered
five carloads of items, in-
cluding 31 guns, two
television sets, three large
garbage bags of frozen food,
canned food, jewelry, hand
tools, cb’s, stereos, knives,
and guitars. Two guns and
two pistols believed to be
stolen by the suspects were

later recovered at a pawn
shop in Corinth by the
Alcorn County Sheriff’s
Department.

Tuesday afternoon
authorities returned to the
rented house, located about
1% miles east of Booneville,
and picked up shotgun
shells, jewelry, clothing, and
a TV that had been
overlooked Monday af-
ternoon, Sartin said.

Tishomingo County
Sheriff Amos Bates said
about 90 percent of the guns
were still loaded with am-

(Continued on Page 17)

Baldwyn Hospital To Expand

A new radiology facility at
the Baldwyn unit of the
North Mississippi Medical
Center should reduce by
nore than half the number
of patients that have to be
transported to the main unit
in Tupelo for x-rays, ac-
cording to NMMC assistant
administrator Eddie Foster.

The new x-ray facility is .,

part of a planned $263,228
expansion and renovation

lproject at the NMMC
ssatellite unit in Baldwyn.
'Work on the project is
sscheduled to begin in
January 1982 and is 'ex-
jpected to take about four
imonths to complete.
Because NMMC'’s Plant
IEngineering  Department

will supervise the project,
fthe renovation will ‘be ac-
wcomplished at an ap-
Jproximate 10-15 percent

savings, Foster said.

“One of our goals this past
year was a feasibility study
of the expansion of the
Radiology and Physical
Therapy facilities at the
Baldwyn Hospital,” he said.
“A part of the study included
a survey which indicated a
community desire to see
these facilities. expanded.”

To provide the new
radiology capability at the

Baldwyn hospital, two fully
equipped radiographic-
fluoroscopic rooms will be
added that will enable the
hospital to produce all types
of routine diagnostic x-rays,
Foster said. Highly
specialized procedures, such
as CAT scaning, will con-
tinue to be available at the
Tupelo unit. - i

(Continued on Page 17)

The office of The Banner-
Independentwill be closed
Friday for the New Year’s
holiday. Normal office
hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
will resume Monday.

The Prentiss County
Courthouse will be closed
Friday and Saturday, Jan.
12, in observance of the

To Close On
New Year’s Day

holiday.

The Booneville City Hall
will be closed Friday, Jan.
L

The Booneville Post
Office will also be closed on
New Year’s Day and there
will be no mail delivery
that day.

Pontotoc Jail Escapees

Captured After 2 Days

A Booneville man was onee
of two inmates who escaped
from the Pontotoc County
jail early Wednesday
morning of last week,

After two days of freedon,,
James Reeves, 31, off
Booneville and Thomas
Smith, 40, of Tupelo were
found by deputies and
Pontotoc police at ap-
proximately 7 p.m. last

Thursday in an old grocery
store and house just inside
the Pontotoc County line.

The two prisoners had
reportedly used a hacksaw
blade to saw through the
bars of their cell sometime
between 2:30 and 3 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23.
However, they were not
discovered to be missing
until about 5:30 a.m.

Officers said they had no
indication as to how the
prisoners obtained the saw
blade.

The escape of the two
prisoners sparked a
manhunt in which all neigh-
boring counties assisted,
Pontotoc officials said.

Acting on a tip, law en-

(Continued on Page 2)

The year 1981 was an eventful one for

A Look Back At 1981

the board of trustees of the

Northeast

. HAPPY NEW YEAR-—-Brysom Lambert and Mayor Charles Crabb join forces here along
with the Banner-Independent ini wishing everyone here a very happy and safe 1982, Here’s
hoping that the turn of the new yrear brings peace and happiness for all. Bryson is the son of
Johnny and Susan Lambert. (Photo by Lee Gentry)

Booneville and Prentiss County.

Nationwide, the economy suffered from
run-away inflation, high interest rates and
high unemployment rates. And although 1981
could not actually be considered a ‘“‘boom
year for Prentiss County, there were in-
dications that things might be improving. For
example, two local industries chose 1981 to
announce the planned construction of major
expansions in the Booneville-Prentiss County
Industrial Park.

In other construction during 1981, Northeast
Junior College completed a major renovation
of its football stadium and began construction
of two new dormitories.

Possibly as a result of the economically
difficult times, 1981 saw a major increase e _in
crime in Prentiss County, chiefly burglaries
of private residences. There were also two
murders in the county during 1981. There are
still no suspects in one of them.

Local authorities feel they made a major
breakthrough in the burglaries this week
when they discovered a house near the Big V

water tank that contained several car loads of -

See Photos On Page 110

merchandise stolen from Prenttiss and
surrounding counties. Several arrests have
been made in that case.

But perhaps the one event during 1981 that
will most affect the lives of Prentiiss Coun-
tians was the signing of an agreement to af-
filiate by the Baptist Memorial Hospital in
Memphis and the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital in Booneville. This one stiep could
totally change the quality of mediical care
available for Prentiss Countians fior many
years to come, ;

These are just a few of the thiings that
happened during the past year, The :following
is a month-by-month retrospect of some of the
major events that occured in Prentiss County

in 1981:
Janunary 1981

The Prentiss County Board of Sujpervisors
announced the appointment of Don Murphy,
assistant manager of radio station 'WBIP, to

Mississippi Hospital in Booneville.

Booneville High School head football coach
Mac Curlee announced his resignation from
the coaching ranks to assume fulltime duties
as Booneville High School Principal.

February 1981

Charles Gullett was named the new
Booneville High School football coach for the
1981 season.

Sharon Gifford, a senior at Thrasher High
School, competed in New York City with four
other girls for the title of All-American Girl of
the Year. The contest was sponsored by
‘TEEN magazine and the Noxell Corporation.

The city of Booneville was notified that its
application had been approved for a $3,500
federal grant to be used in the purchase of the
“Jaws of Life,”” a device that officials said
should reduce traffic accident deaths by 10
percent during 1981. The only other towns in
this area to have the important piece of
equipment are New Albany and Holly
Springs.

(Continued on Page 2)
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