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arietta Man

harged In

Wife’s Murder

A Prentiss County man
who has been charged with
the Dec. 18 fatal shotgun
shooting of his wife was
denied bond during his
preliminary hearing
Monday afternoon.

Jessie Eugene Roberts, 49,

f Route 1, Marietta, was
charged with the murder of
his wife, Ruby Melton
Roberts, Saturday night of
last week, according to
County Deputy Bob Glover.

Mrs.. Roberts, 46, was shot
once in the head with a 12-
gauge shotgun, Glover said.

The shooting occurred
Friday night of last week at
wie Roberts’ white frame
house located south of
Marietta on the Paul Botts
Road. The residence is near
the Prentiss-Itawamba
County line, Glover said.

The sheriff’'s department
first received a call from
Roberts around 7 p.m.
Friday night of last week. At

thhat time Roberts said his
wrife had committed suicide,
P'rentiss County Sheriff’s
Dieputy Carl Sartin said.

However, investigation by
the sheriff's department led
deputies to take Roberts into
cwstody and charge him with
mmurder.

Thus far, deputies say
tthey have not determined a
motive for the shooting.

“We really haven't been
alble to establish a motive
yret. We're still working on
thhat. As of this time
(IMonday), we haven't come
ujp with anything,” Glover
said.

An autopsy performed on
MIrs. Roberts was completed
Mlonday morning, Sartin
said.

During the preliminary
hearing held Monday af-
teernoon in the Prentiss
Clounty Courthouse, Fourth
Diistrict Justice Court Judge
Blilly Sartin denied bond for

Roberts’ and bound him
over to the custody of the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department to await action
of the grand jury.

Services for Mrs. Roberts
were Tuesday, Dec. 22, at 11
a.m. at Waters Funeral
Home Chapel with Minister
Castor Buse officiating.
Burial was in Friendship
Cemetery.

Mrs. Roberts was a
housewife.

She is survived by a
daughter, Mrs. Joyce Ann
Pannell of Holly Springs;
her mother, Mrs. Febbie
Melton of Guntown; three
sisters, Mrs. Mary B. Eaves
and Mrs.: Jewel Buse,
both of Guntown, and Mrs.
Lois Robinson of Baldwyn; a
brother, Lawrence Melton of
Zion, Ill.; and five grand-
children.

Waters Funeral Home of
Baldwyn was in charge of
arrangements,

Ex-Banker Pleads Guilty
To Embezzlement

A former loan officer of a
. Booneville bank has pleaded
ailty in federal court to
charges of embezzlement.

Tommy D. Walden, 34, of
Booneville pleaded guilty in
U.S. District Court in
Aberdeen last Friday to
charges that he embezzled
funds from the Booneville
branch of the Bank of
Mississippi to make his
house payments.

Walden had earlier ad-
mitted the charges and
offered restitution to the
bank. He told Judge L.T.
Senter Jr. that he “made a
bad judgement’’ in the
middle of personal financial
difficulties.

The former Booneville
banker pleaded guilty to one

ciount of ‘‘information”’
ctharged by the U.S. at-
torney’s office, Information
is a charge brought by
prosecutors before the court
uipon a plea agreement with
the defendant. Indictment
by a grand jury and the trial
prrocess is waivered.

The first count of the in-
fiormation charge shows
tlhat on Dec. 30, 1980, Walden
fiorged his uncle’s name on a
promissory note without
authorization. As a result, he
converted $10,000 of the
proceeds to his own use
without his uncle receiving
any of the money.

According to the charges,
Walden also embezzled on at
least four other occasions.
The money was reportedly

used to make house
payments to another
financial institution.

In a plea for leniency,
three character witnesses
protrayed Walden as civic-
minded, although they said
they did not condone what he
had done.

Judge Senter placed
Walden on four years
probation and ordered him
to perform public service
work for 24 hours each
month during the next two
years.

The judge said he was
suspending a prison term as
is normally “the policy of
this court with first of-
fenders with clear records
and good standing in the
community."

HERE COMES SANTA - Santa has already arrived on the front lawn of
the F.L. Cosby home on Jacinto Road! The colorful Christmas lights, the
sleigh and reindeer, the lighted tree in the window, the Christmas wreath

Up From October’s 6.9 Percent

on the door, and even the smoke from the chimney add to the spirit of the
season. The «Cosby home is just one of many in the area to be decked out in
finery for thie Christmas holiday. (Photo by Ken Christian)

County Unemployment Hits 9.2 Percent

Unemployment in
Prentiss County rose to 9.2
percent in November as
compared to the 6.9 percent
unemployment ra&:2 in
October.

According to
Mississippi

e
State

Employment Service, the compared to 9,810 employed

civilian labor force for the in October.

county was estima‘ed to be Manufacturing employ-

10,570, 30 below cne montly,, meqt in Prentiss County wasi

ago, «28ligiried ;to be 2,860,
The number of Prentiss- wxpared, o 2,880 ini

Congaby 1 widents employed wstobes R o0

was estimated tobe 9,600, as ~ Non- mﬂn\nacturtng.

In observance of the
Christmas holidays, the
Prentiss County Cour-
thouse will be closed from
noon on Wednesday, Dec.
23 through Saturday, Dec.
26.

The Prentiss County
Courthouse will also be
closed on Jan. 12, in ob-
servance of the New
Year’s holiday.

Booneville City Hall will
be closed Thursday and

Holiday Closings

Announced

Boone

Friday, Dec. 24-25. The
City Hall will also be closed
New Year’s Day.

The Booneville Post

A Booneville man diedl
early Saturday morning as;
the result of a one-car traffic:
accident at an intersection

office will be closed in Tupelo.

Christmas Day and New Randy Keith Clayton, 25,

Year’s Day. of 202 Washington Street,
The Banner-Independent | Boopeville, died in a one-car

office will be closed | ;ccident at 4:50 a.m.

Thursday and Friday, Dec.
2425, for Christmas, re-
opening at 8 a.m. Monday,
Dec. 28. The office will also
be closed New Year’s Day.

Saturday at the intersection
of US. 45 and U.S. 78 in
Tupelo.

Clayton, an employee off
Jordan Industries Inc., was:

employment, estimated to
be 3,790 remained the same
during both October and
November.

The c’m.,\w labor force for
the four-county area of

Alcorn. Prenﬁ_w., T:ppah, .

and Tishomingo, is

pronounced dead on arrival
at the North Mississippi
Medical Center.

Charles McCullough Jr.,
21, of Tupelo was the driver
of the 1980 Ford pickup in
which Clayton was a
passenger. McCullough was
held with possible charges to
be filed pending in-
vestigation of the accident,
according to a Tupelo Police
Department spokesman.

Joanie Brandon of Tupelo,

currently estimated to be
45,700, as compared to 45,670
in October.

The number of individuals
unesi:ployed, estimated to be
6,94, or 15.2 percent of the

; *Continued on Page 2)

ville Man Dies In
Tupelo Traffic Accident

another passenger in the
vehicle, was treated for
minor injuries at the Tupelo
hospital and released.

Services for Clayton were
at2 p.m. Monday, Dec. 21, at
the McMillan Funeral Home
Chapel.

He is survived by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Roland Hendrix of
Booneville; his grand-

(Continued on Page 2)

From R&D Center

Local Park Receives Top Rating

Mociem mdustrcai S:?P'sé’!vauiabie
195 Acres Existing Utilities "Easy Access
Rail FacilitiesLarge Labor Force

Vogational Technical Training
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NEW SIGN - This sign, pointing the way to the Booneville-Prentiss County Industrial
Park, was recently instalied by local officlals at the Intersection of highways 45 and 4
near the Northeast Junior College. The presence of auch a sign is one of the
requirements of the Key Community program.

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The Prentiss County Board of Supervisors,
the City of Booneville, and the Prentiss
County Development Association recently
received some good news - the Booneville-
Prentiss County Industrial Park has been
approved as meeting the requirements of the
“Key Community” program.

Not only did the industrial park qualify, but,
according to an industrial analyst with the
Mississippi Research and Development
Center in Jackson, the local industrial park
ranks as one of the best in the state.

“I would say it ranks in the top five in the
state,” said Hal Walters, industrial analyst
with the R&D Center, “and we have 231 sites
listed in our files.”

Walters and other R&D Center staff
members were in Booneville recently to in-
spect the industrial park.

THE KEY COMMUNITY program is a
state-sponsored program designed to
determine which communities in the state will

be the most attractive to out of :state in-
dustries.

A community which has met the minimum
requirements of the Key Community program
will be given priority when prospective in-
dustrial clients visit the stata.

The approval of the industrial park by the
R&D Center is only one of the requirements
that must be met for Prentiss Coumty to be
named a Key Community.

The R&D Center has established & 10-point
rating system for industrial parks in the state,
For Key Community status, a commmunity’s
industrial park must receive a minimum
rating of 7 out of a possible 10 poimts.

The Booneville-Prentiss County IIndustrial
Park received a rating of 9. Of the: 231 sites
listed, there are only twelve 9’s, Waltters said.

“At this point, we do not have a 10 in the
state anywhere,” he said. “They all have
some minor deficiency that would keep them,
we feel, from being, as the saying goes, a
perfect 10.”

Walters said the R&D Center foundl only two
minor deficiencies at the Booneville iindustrial

park,

“A very small portion of the park, down
near the creek, is in the 100-year flood plain,”
he said. "‘But since the dirt has been moved
around a good bit in that area, that’s
minimized almost to the point where it's not
important.”

The other minor deficiency is that the water
treatment system in Booneville is not ap-
proved by the State Health Department for
additional customers. However, the city has
applied for and expects approval of a mat-
ching grant to pay half of the $300,000 required
to install a new water treatment plant,
Walters said.

““Those are the only two (negative) things
(about the park), and, really, I don't an-
ticipate either one of those to be a problem at
all,” he said.

“THE SUCCESS OF the Booneville-
Prentiss County Industrial Park comes as the
result of a lot of hard work and dedication on

(Continued on Page 2)







