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For Conviction In Break-Ins

Sheriff Offers Reward

Prentiss County John
McCauley wants a solution
to the number of break-ins
occurring in the county
lately-so much so that he is
offering a $500 reward for
information leading to the
arrest and conviction of
r 'yone in Prentiss County
who has committed grand
larceny.

“T've done every damn
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Jeffrey Crabb

thing else 1 know to do and it
hasn’t helped. I thought
maybe that might,”” Sheriff
McCauley said Monday.

Thus far during the month
of December there have
been 16 thefts reported to the
sheriff’s department.

The sheriff said some
interested citizens have
offered to contribute money

for the reward, but if he

After 3 Years

can’t raise all the money he
says he will pay it out of his
own pocket.

Thus far not a penny of the
money has not been raised,
he said, and will not be until
information supplied to the
sheriff’s department leads
to the arrest and conviction
of someone responsible for
the break-ins.

The sheriff’s department

cannot -afford to pay for
rumors, therefore the in-
formation must lead to both
the arrest and conviction, he
said.

Sheriff McCauley stressed
the fact that information
told to the sheriff’s depart-
ment “will be kept com-
pletely confidential.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Local Escapee Captured

A Prentiss County man
who escaped from the
county jail three years ago
was arrested in Zion, Il
Monday.

James Harold Butler, 23,
who was convicted of
burglary of a dwelling,
grand larceny, and kid-
napping, was apprehended
by Detective Ray Nichols of
the Zion Police Department.
Dectective Nichols is for-

merly of New Site, Prentiss
County Sheriff’'s Deputy
Carl Sartin said Tuesday.

Sartin said the state
penitentiary is making
arrangements to transport
Butler to Parchman where
he will remain.

““The reason it took so long
to capture Butler was
because he was using an
alias name and also trying to
disguise himself and it has

A HUG FROM SANTA = Cindy Robinson (left) of Jumpertown gets a big hug from Santa
Claus Saturday as she rides with him in the Jumpertown Christmas Parade. The weather

been hard to locate him,”
Sartin said.

Butler escaped twice from
the county jail, Sartin said.

In his first escape in
November 1977, Butler and
another prisoner, James
Earl Holland, forced a jail
door open and escaped, later
forcing their way into the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Archie

(Continued on Page 13)

Parade

Winners

Announced

A large crowd was on haxd
for- Jumpertown's annual
Christmas Parade . last
Saturday afternoon.

The parade lineup, which
consisted of 32 units, in-
cluded 12 floats, Christmas
Queen Marti Moore, and
Santa Claus. - -

In the over-all division,
Cardinal Cafe took first
place honors. Booneville
Girl Scouts won second
place and Moore’s Service
Station won third place.

In the community
division, the Jumpertown
junior-senior classes won
first place. Community
Grocery won second place
and Jumpertown Headstart
won third place.

Those six winners were

—Sunday Concert

tooperated and a large crowd turned out for the annual event. For more photos, see Section

B of today's paper.

Early Publication
Set For Next Week

In order that the Banneer-Independent employees can
enjoy Christmas Eve with their families, the paper will
come out one day early next week. Local subscribers
should receive their papemrs in Wednesday’s mail, rather
than on the usual Thursdiay delivery date.

The Banner-Independentit office will be closed Thursday
and Friday, Dec. 24-25, for ' the holiday, reopening at 8 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 28. '

Due to the early publicaition next week, all news items
intended for next week's paper should be turned in as
early as possible, but aibsolutely no later than noon
Monday. Display advertisiing must be inby 2 p.m. Mondgy
and classified advertising, by 3 p.m. Monday to appear in
next week's paper.

The regular publication schedule will resume the
Jollowing week.

(Continued on Page 13)

Schools Turn Out For

A CLASSIC PERFORMANCE - The Tupelo Symphwony
Orchestra and Chorus entertained Prentiss Countilans
Sunday afternoon at Northeast Junior College witlh a
program of music featuring works by Mahler, Debusmsy,
Bach, Ravel, Handel and Vivaldi, among others. Romald
Vernon (top photo), a member of the Ole Miss music
faculty and conductor of the University of Mississiippi
Orchestra, was the guest conductor for the performamce.

Harpist Marjorie Tyre (bottom left photo), formerly with
the Philadelphia Orchestra, was one of the featured ar-
tists on the program. The concert was co-sponsored by the
Prentiss County Development Association and Northeast
Junior College and was made possible through the Guest
Artist Program of the Mississippi Arts Commission and
the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington, D.C.

Christmas Vacation

Christmas holidays are
here again and local schools

will dismiss this Friday for

two weeks of ‘holiday
vacation. -
The Prentiss County

Schools will dismiss at 12:30
Friday, Dec. 18. Students
are to return to the regular
class schedule at 8 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 4.

The Booneville City
Schools will dismiss for the
holidays at 11 a.m. Friday,
Dec. 18, and will also return
to their regular class
schedule at 8 a.m. Monday,

Jan. 4.

Northeast Mississippi
Junior College will dismiss
for three weeks of holiday
vacation. Classes at NEMJC
will dismiss after final
exams are completed
Fridaay, Dec. 18.

Registration for the spring
semester at NEMJC will be
Monday and Tuesday, Jan.
11-12, with classes begin-
ning their regular schedule
Wednesday, Jan. 13.

Christmas holidays were
extended one week at
NEMJC in an effort to
conserve fuel.

Legislature Must Approve

Highway Priorities Established

The state Highway
Commission this week
approved for submission to
the state Legislature a
three-year highway con-
struction and maintenance
plan.

The highway reform act
passed by the Legislature
earlier this year requires the

Highway Department to
construct roads on the basis
of need as established by
traffic count, traffic safety
and economic criteria.

In the schedule approved
Tuesday, construction
projects in Northeast
Mississippi were at the top
of the priority lists for all

three years. However, no
construction projects are
listed for Prentiss County
during the first year, 1983,
and only the purchase of
rights of way in Prentiss
County in 1984.

Top construction priority
in the schedule for 1983 is
given to four-lane paving of

5.8 miles of US. 72 in
Tishomingo County at an
estimated cost of $5 million.
The only U.S. 45 project
listed for that year is $1
million for acquiring eight
miles of right of way in Lee
County frem Saltillo to High-

(Continued on Page 13)

MSU Survey Shows

Industrial Development, Education Trouble State

A recent statewide suirvey by the political science
department at Mississippii State University indicates that
Mississippians feel the miajor problems facing the state
are industrial development factors and inadequate
education.

The telephone poll of more than 600 scientifically
selected, adult residents found that a majority strongly
supports state spending as the best way to deal with these
and other problems.

“When asked what the most important problem facing
the state was, the most frequent response--19 percent-was
unemployment,”’ said survey director Stephen D. Shaffer.
“The second most prominent problem mentioned by 11
percent of the respondents was the need to improve the
educational system 1n the state, with some specifying that
teacher salaries and training be upgraded.”

The survey found that 7 percent felt low paying jobs
were the main problem, while 6 percent mentioned in-
flation--a ‘national problem which appears to be less
important to residents in the low-income state of
Mississippi than is unemploymnet.

Shaffer said industrial growth and economic
development were specifically mentioned by 6 percent of
the sample, though other responses, such as low salaries,
were clearly aspects of this problem. A number of other
problems like nuclear waste, crime, and racism were
each mentioned by less than 3 percent of the population.

“Mississippians are strongly supportive of government
spending to deal with these and other problems facing the
state,”” Shaffer said. “When cautioned that all govern-
ment spending requires the paying of taxes and asked
whether state and local governments should be spending

more, less, or about the same on 10 listed programs, clear
majorities supported spending in six areas.”

He said 72 percent said more should be spent on
promoting industrial development, 70 percent on im-
proving public grade schools and high schools, 61 percent
on streets and highways, 60 percent onpublic colleges and
universities, 58 percent on police forces, and 57 percent on
health care and hospitals.

The least popular programs were improving prisons, 37
percent; protecting the envioronment, 39 percent; helping
the poor, 48 percent ; and encouraging tourism, 49 percent.

“Very few Mississippians felt that less should be spent
on any program, with the highest percentage being 26
percent for the most unpopular program--prisons,”
Shaffer said.

He said support for increasing state spending ‘‘exists

smong people of all educational and income levels, ages,
sexes, partisanships and ideological preferences, and
geographic locations.”

“There is some tendency for blacks, low-income people,
and self-identified liberals to be especially supportive of
spending increases, and for those who have lived in the
state less than 10 years to be less supportive,” he said.
“these tendencies are most noticable on spending for
poverty, health, and enviornmental programs.”

Government spending does depend on tax revenue,
however, and Mississippians are more divided on the
question of raising taxes. Those polled were asked
whether each of seven listed taxes should be increased,
decreased, or remain unchanged.

(Continued on Page 2)






