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Local School Board

Sues Tax Collector

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The Prentiss County
Board of Education has filed
a federal lawsuit in Aber-
deen against Prentiss
County Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers,
charging that he refused to
collect $137,408 in taxes to
which the county school
district claims it was en-
titled.

The suit stems from the
separation in 1980 of the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District
from the Prentiss County
School System and involves
funds that the school board
says should have been
collected in 1980.

According to a spokesman
ffor the county superin-
ttendent’s office, a state law
says that any taxable real
[property must be made a
part of a school district prior
tto June 1 of any year for that
school district to be entitled
tto the taxes for that year.

The State Educational
Finance Commission in
Jackson approved the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District in
MNovember 1979. However,
ssince the EFC ruling did not
tlake effect until July 1, 1980,
tthe county school board
claims that by state law the
county school system is
eentitled to the taxes that
sshould have been collected

It’s Christmas Time!

from city residents in 1980.
The county school board
says that on June 1 this
property was within the
Prentiss County School
District, -not the Booneville
Separate School District.

In the suit, County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain and the school
board maintain that the
board of supervisors
assessed millage in Sep-
tember 1980 on all taxpayers
in the county for operation of
the county schools and other
purposes during the 1980-81
fiscal year.

However, county school
officials charge that Tax
Assessor-Collector Childers
collected taxes for the

schools only from county
residents and not taxpayers
residing within the new
Booneville city school
district.

“Childers failed and
refused to collect the taxes
as provided by law and he is
indebted to the Prentiss
County Board of Education
for the use and benefit of the
children of Prentiss
County,” the suit charges.

The school board is
seeking $137,408, plus 8
percent interest from Jan. 1
and attorney’s fees.

The spokesman for the
county superintendent’s
office said the school board

{Continued on Page 11)

Local Break-Ins On The Rise

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Twenty-three Prentiss
Countians were victims of
theft last month, according
to records in the Prentiss
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Items stolen included
guns, jewelry, T.V.'s,
lawnmowers, cars, chain
saws, calves, and hubecaps,

The approaching
Christmas season has'much
to do with the high theft rate,
Prentiss County Deputy

!Sheriff Carl Sartin said this
week.

“Every year at this time
'we have a big rash of break-
iins. The stealing starts in the
month of November. It's
Ibeen that way ever since
I’'ve been in law en-
{fforcement.

“Thieves start stealing
|guns, jewelry, and Christ-
1mas presents. Last month
was extremely high for
Ihouse break-ins,” he said.

Sartin predicted the
Ibreak-ins would continue

For Saturday Night

until about a week before
Christmas. He said when
students are home from
school the break-ins tend to
shut down. Also, he said,
break-ins will drop off after
the Christmass holiday, or
that in the past they always
have.

Sartin said people can buy
locks and burglar alarms,

.but when it comes right

downto it, “thereis no place
burglar-proof or no method
you can use to burglar-proof
your house unless you sit

Goodfellow Program Set

The 32nd annual Good-
fellow Program will be held
this weekend to raise money
to provide Christmas
baskets and other financial
aid throughout the year to
needy families in Prentiss
County.

According to Booneville
Mayor Charles Crabb, the

IBooneville radio station
'WBIP will broadcast the
fund raiser.

“We urge all to come out
to the American Legion and
share in the festivities of the
Goodfellow  Program,’’
Mayor Crabb said. “It is
always a highlight of the
season in Prentiss County.

Larry Hill are in charge of
entertainment at the
program Saturday night.
They have several gospel
and country and western
groups scheduled to per-
form.

In addition to the en-
tertainment, the audience --
both at the Legion building

there and guard it.”

He said the best solution
for the crime problem in
Prentiss County is for people
to participate in a ‘“neigh-
borhood watch.”

“People in each com-
munity need to look out
for  their  neighbor's
house when they knoﬂ‘_their

neighbors are away from

home,” he said. Y
He said if a neighborhood
watch caused the sheriff's

(Continued on Page 11)

FACING THE ISSUES - Deputy Commissioner Wiley
Humphries (left) and other members of the State Tax
Commission met with approximately 50 Northeast
Mississippi truckers Tuesday morning at Northeast

Junior College to obtain ‘‘practical

On New Weight Limit Law

and possible

solutions” to problems stemming from the new 50,000-
pound truck weight law on Mississippi highways. In the
photo at right, several of those attending the meeting
listen as Humphries responds to a question.

Truckers Speak Out

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

At a public hearing at Northeast Mississippi Junior
College Tuesday morning, approximately 50 Northeast
Mississippi truckers had an opportunity to tell
representatives of the State Tax Commission how they
feel about the new 80,000-pound weight limit law for the
state's highways.

The law went into effect Nov. 1. The meeting was the
last of a series across the state conducted to give truckers
and the general public a chan?e to express their opinions
abotit ‘the weight bill. e B

Comments made during the meeting were to be
recorded and presented to Gov. William Winter, who had

requested that the series of meetings be held.

Two topics seemed to be uppermost of the minds of
those truckers present Tuesday: qualifications for a 5
percent weight tolerance allowing some fruckers leeway
in meeting the 80,000-pound limit, and the posting of
weight limits less than 80,000 pounds on some bridges.

Many of the truckers said they did not feel it is fair to
impose a 60-milelimit as part of the qualifications for the
5 percent weight tolerance on trucks whose final
destination is outside the state. There is no milage limit if
the shipment’s final destination is within the state.

Some of the fruckers indicated they felt the 80-mile limit.
might be an atteX¥i-4o hal Haulers sell their goods to

(Continued on Page 11)

Shopping Days
“Til Christmas

At Haney Union

Annual N.E.D.A. Meeting Today

Speakers from several
state agencies will be
featured at the first annual
Northeast Economic
Development  Association
(N.E.D.A.) membership
meeting which will begin at
12:30 p.m. today in the
cafeteria of the Frank

organized in February 1971
to represent 13 counties in
Northeast Mississippi in
their efforts to obtain im-
proved roads. It was re-
activated in August of this
year to continue to press for
improved highways amd
other needs in the original

program will begin at7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5, and will be
held at the American Legion
building. As usual,

‘We look forward to a good
turnout.”

R.J. Bonds, Harold
Campbell and the Rev.

and at home listining on the mieid
radio — will be able to bid on Jaimie Ann
(Continued on Page 2) Newman

Haney Union at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

NED.A. is a lobbying
group which was originally

13-county area.
The
committee,

N.E.D.A. executiwve
elected iin
August, have set up tem-

MEMORIES ~ L.L. McAlpiin displays a reproduction of
the front page of the Honolulw Star-Bullentin following the
Dec. 7, 1941, raid on Pearl Harbor. McAlpin was stationed
near Pearl Harbor when the: raid occured.

Pearl Harbor Survivor
Remembers Bombing

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

LL. McAlpin of the Blackland community has no
problems remembering where he was the morning the
Japanses bombed Pearl Harbor 40 years ago.

McAlpin was stationed at Wheeler Field (about three
miles from Pearl Harbor) that Sunday morning of Dec. 7,
1941.

McAlpin, who was 26-years-old and unmarried at the
time, was assigned to the 19th Fighter Pursuit Squadron
Armaments Section.

The day started much like any other day, he said. “I
was running a little late that morning. I'd just wound up
eating breakfast when I heard the bombs peal off. I went
out on the porch of the barracks and I realized it was a
Japanese attack.

“Actually I didn’t know what was happening until I saw
this plane diving and bombing at our bcse at some of our
barracks. Then when the pilot pulled up and I could see
the rising sun under the plane, I knew it wasn't the Navy
dropping flour bombs on us. And when I saw the hangar at
the lower end of the field blow up, I knew something was
wrong.”

McAlpin said that although he thought the Japanese
attack occurred around 7:50a.m., ‘“Everybody else came
to the conclusion it happened around 7:55 a.m.”

“THE JAPANESE WERE strafing (maching gun fire)
and bombing us all at the same time. We were just all
scared to death. I tried to get out of the barracks and
everybody else had the same idea, too. The doors weren't
too large. Several people got stuck in the doors and some
of them jumped through the screens.

“I waited,” McAlpin said, ‘‘but if I'd been over there by
the doors where I could have gotten to it, I guess I'd have
jumped through the screens.” When the men did get out of
the barracks, McAlpin said, they began taking the
wounded to a dispensary.

“I could see the bullets flyingupinfront of me at times.
Especially one time I saw the bullets peppering the
ground up and I fell behind a wing of a building. That’s all
that saved me,” he said.

After the wounded were taken to the dispensary, the
men dispersed to their positions as they had been trained
to do, he said.

“We started manning our planes and fixing the planes
that were left, which were a scanty few. The 19th and 6th
Squadron were scheduled to move to Wake Island the
following Monday so they had their equipment stacked up
in the hangar. Everybody had been out to town on the
weekend. And the planes we had at the base, we had to
regroup and get organized.

“Of course there were some planes in one outfit. The
officers were at the officers’ club and they went to Aleia
and they got their planes over there at the gunnery camp
and took off and several of the pilots shot down Japanese
planes that day from Wheeler Field.”

AFTER PEARL HARBOR was bombed, McAlpin said
life at the base was like living on pins and needles.

I tried to get the memory out of my mind. I tried to
stay busy enough that I wouldn't think too much about it.
But of course, it would come to me every now and then. I
couldn’t help but think about it because everyone was

(Continued on Page 2)

tative committees in four
areas in which they feel the
organization should con-
centrate: transportation,
education, industrial
development, and state and
federal programs.

Fifth Circuit Court Judge
Niles McNeel of Louisville
will be the featured speaker
this afternoon. In addition,
there will be state
representatives on hand to

discuss each of the four
areas of interest selected by
the N.E.D.A. executive
committee, said Stewart
Vail, N.E.D.A. president.

Jack Reed, chairman of
the Governor's Education
Committee, is scheduled to
talk about education. Eddie
Washington, who is
associated with the Key

(Continued on Page 11)

Still No Word On
Autopsy Report

Prentiss County
authorities are still awaiting
the results of an autopsy
performed on the exhumed
body of Prentiss Countian
Bynum Rogers. Tissue
samples were taken from
Rogers’ body and sent to
New Jersey for analysis
Aug. 13.

At the time of his death
five years ago, Rogers was
thought to have died of

natural causes.

However in March of this
year, a former Prentiss
County resident, who has
confessed to two murders in
Tennessee, accused his ex-
wife of poisoning Rogers.

Prentiss County Deputy
Sheriff Carl Sartin said
Tuesday he did not know the
reason for the delayed

(Continued on Page 2)

Jumpertown Parade Dec. 12

The 1981 Jumpertown
Christmas Parade has been
set for 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
12.

Anyone wishing to enter a
float or otherwise par-
ticipate should contact

Frankie Lauderdale at 728-
5261 after 3 p.m. or Tina
Moore at 728-9301 after 3
p.m.

Trophies will be presented
to first, second and third
place winners.

Booneville Parade Tonight

The 1981 Christmas
Parade will be at 6 p.m.
tonight in downtown
Booneville. The lineup in-
cludes 22 floats, eight bands,
Christmas Queen Jessica
Marie Hill, and jolly old
Saint Nick himself.

Melvin Putt, president of
the Intercivic Club Council
which sponsors the parade

each year, asks that al
entries be at the Prentiss
Manufacturing parking lot
at First and Adams streets
no later than 5:30 p.m.

The parade route will be
the same as last year. After
leaving the parking lot, the
parade will go south on First

(Continued on Page 11)






