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For Booneville Man

One Of Five Counts

Brings Conviction

A federal court jury last
week convicted a Booneville
r-an on one count of a five-
count indictment returned
against him earlier this
year.

: Howard M. Padgett of
Route 3, Booneville, pleaded
innocent to the five-count
indictment in September.

District Judge L.T. Senter
last week dismissed one
count which charged him

with making false
sitatements on a loan ap-
plication with the First
Mlississippi Bank of Com-
merce in Booneville.
However, Padgett was
cionvicted by the jury of
owervaluing a tractor-trailer
truck on another loan ap-
pilication with the Northeast
Mlississippi Production
Credit Association. The
imdictment charged Padgett

with valuing the vehicle at
$22,000 when the salvaged
vehicle was actually worth
only $2,500.

The jury was unable to
reach a verdict on the other
three counts against
Padgett, which charged him
with receiving and con-
cealing stolen property.
Judge Senter declared a
mistrial on those counts.

Line-Up Completed For
1981 Christmas Parade

Plans are in the final
stages for the 1981
Booneville Christmas
Parade. Sponsored by the
Intercivic Club Council, it is
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m.
on Thursday of next week.

The line-up for this year’s
parade lists a total of 34
units, including Christmas
Queen Jessica Marie Hill,
wanta Claus, 22 floats, eight
bands and the police escorts.

Melvin Putt, president of
the Intercivic Club Council,
asks that all entries be at the
Prentiss Manufacturing
Parking lot no later than
5:30 p.m. next Thursday to
line up.

The route for the parade

thhis year will be the same as
for last year, Putt said.
Sitarting in the Prentiss
Manufacturing parking lot,
tlhe parade will go south on
Frirst, intersect West
College; turn left, intersect
Market; turn left, intersect
Main; turn right, intersect
Broad; turn right, intersect
College; turnright, intersect
Market; turn right on
Market, intersect First;
turn right on First and
proceed to beginning point to
clisperse.

The entries are scheduled
to appear in the parade in
the following order:

Police escort, ROTC color
Buard, Christmas Queen,

Union Thanksgiving
Service Tonight At 7

The Rev. Larry Hill, pastor' of the First United Pen-

Booneville High School
Band, Cub Scout Pack No.
37, First Freewill Baptist
Church, Girl Scout Troop
No. 96, Booneville Sixth
Grade Band, Hill's Chapel
Boy Scout Troop No. 107,
Booneville Head Start,
Booneville B&PW Club,
Booneville Junior High
School Band,

Hill’s Chapel Brownie
Troop No. 334, Pisgah Head
Start, Timber Hills Mental
Health Center, Corinth
Junior High School Band,
Winter Wonderland Dreams
Come True, Hill's Chapei
Girl Scout Troop No. 117, Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, Alcorn
Central High School Band,
Mr. Piggly Wiggly, Girl
Scout Troop No. 313, Hisaw

(Continued on Page 2)

D.L. Exam

NEW BRIDGE OPEN-A new bridge over the Tennessee-Tombighee
Waterway was officially opened last week at Bay Springs near the Pren-
tiss- Tishomingo county line. Located on Highway 4 east of New Site, the
bridge was completed approximately seven months ahead of schedule,
according to.James L. Palmer, district construction engineer with the

State Highway Department. Bids for the bridge were received May 27,

At Mid-October

1980. Dememnt Construction Co. of Jackson, Tenn., was awarded the con-
tract for their bid of $10,579,333.72. The three-mile long project included the
relocation of a section of the highway plus constructing the bridge, Palmer
said. The brridge itself is 1,902 feet long and affords a good view of work now
underway on the Bay Springs Lock and Dam.

- County Unemployment Creeps Upward

that unemployment. .
Prentiss County edged
slightly to 6.8 percen

mid-October. This compares”

to 6.7 percent in September
and 7.9 percent in October
1980.

According to Charles
Smith, manager of the
Mississippi State

Employment Service, the
civilian labor force for the
County was estimated to be
10,520, 20 below one month
ago and 500 below one year
ago.

tecostal Church, will deliver the message at the annual
Union Thanksgiving Service at’7 p.m. tonight at the Grace
Jnited Methodist Church.

In addition to First Pentecostal and Grace Methodist,
other churches participating in tonight’s service include
the First United Methodist Church, .the Presbyterian
Church, the First Free Will Baptist Church, the Calvary
Baptist Church, the First Baptist Church and the East
Booneville Baptist Church.

The public is invited to atte:nd.

| Letters To Santa Claus
Requested By Dec. 17

Once again it's time for boys and girls in Prentiss
County to start thinking abowt writing their letters to
Santa Claus.

As in the past, The Banner-Imdependent plans to publish
letters to Santa from local boys and girls in the annual
holiday edition of the paper dluring Christmas week.

If you would like for your lett.er to Santa to appear in the
paper, sign it, include your full name, address and age,
dand mail it to Santa Claus, The Banner-Independent, P. O.
Box 269, Booneville, MS 38829,

Those letters received after Dec. 17 will not be included
in the holiday section of the paper, but will be forwarded
to Santa at the North Pole.

Schedule
To Change

Beginning in December,
driver’s license
examinations will only be
given two days during the
week in Booneville.

The driver's license
examinations, which are
given in City Hall, will be
given on Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m. until
4 p.m., according to driver’s
license examiner, Hoyle
Roberts.

November will be the last
month that the driver’'s
license testing site in
Booneville is open for three
days a week, he said.

Color photos will be put on
new licenses beginning in
December, but color photos
will not be put on renewed
driver’s licenses until Jan. 1,

Roberts said. JOHNR. TABB
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Manufacmrmg employ-
ment in Prentiss County was
estimated to be 2,880,
compared to 2,680 in Sep-
tember and 10,150 in October
1980. Nonmanufacturing
employment, estimated to
be 3,790 experienced a drop
of 50 from last month and 90
from one year ago.

Smith said that the
civilian labor force for the

John R. Tabb, director of
the Mississippi State High-
way Department, has in-
dicated that he will be
present for the annual
meeting of the Northeast
Economic Development
Association (N.E.D.A))
scheduled for 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 3, according
to Stewart Vail, NEDA
president.

Tabb and other invited
guests will be alloted a
specific amount of time to
speak during the meeting,
Vail said. Fifth Circuit Court
Judge Niles McNeel will be
featured speaker.

Tabb, a native of
Clarksdale, has been with

,F rentiss,

four-count ty area of Alcom,,
Tlppa;g,
Tlsbomin.p& is cu;k
»gathnatig to be %
compar to 45, 5?50 <me
menth ago and 46,650 one
year ago. ..

The number of individuals
unemployed, estimated to be
4,400, or 9.6 percent of the
civilian labor force, is up .\5
of a percent from one montth
ago and .6 of a percent fromn
one year ago. Employmemnt
in the area, estimated to be
41,360 is down 50 from lasit
month and 1,110 below thie

State Highway Department
Director To Speak To N.E.D.A.

the Highway Department
since November 1957, whem
he was employed as am
engineering aide. He was
first appointed director of
the Mississippi State High-
way Department on Aug. 2,
1976, and was reappointed
for a 4-year term on Dec. 16,
1980.

Tabb served as a member
of the executive committe:e
of the Transportation
Research Board from
January 1978 through 1980.
He was recently appointed
to serve through 1983 on thie
executive committee of thie
American Association of
State Highway and Tram-
sportation Officials.

figure for October 1980

35,040 one month ago and
35,330 one year ago.

ment, estimated to be 14,920
at mid-October, experienced

a lass of 120 from one month

ago but an increase of 200

from ppe year ago.
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igultural,
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apes s eurrently M} 'ployment, estimated to be

to be 34,850, as compared to 19,930, dropped 70 from the
previous month’s figure and
690 from the figure for one
year ago. This large yearly
decrease was  found
primarily in government,

Manufacturing employ-

Shopping Days

“Til Christmas

Robin Christian

Shoplifting e ‘Tis The Season For Merchants To Be Wary!

By ANGELA SMITH

Staff Re:porter

Shoplifting is costly to both merchants and consumers.
The loss of merchandise is passed on to paying customers
in the form of increased prices.

While shaplifting is a problem merchants face all year
yng, the problem increases dluring the holidays as more
eople crowd the stores in search of the perfect Christmas
‘esent.

But merchants combat the problem of shoplifting by

reful surveillance of their stores and by prosecuting the

plifters when they are caught.
Retailers have become increasingly aware of
olifting in recent years and are taking many more
autions than they did at ome time to protect their store
1erchandise against shoplifters. Shoplifting is a lot
risky,”’ said Marshall Dickerson, president of the
ville Uptown Association.

sted that most merchants have made the decision
= F

. i

to prosecute shoplifters. ““In the past there used to be a lot
of people you'd just let off and say ‘don’t do it again,’ but
now the problem has gotten so serious that merchants are
committed to prosecution when someone is caught
shoplifting.”

Roy Flake, manager of Wal Mart, said, ‘“The whole key
to guarding against shoplifting is the awarness of the
employees. 99.9 percent of the people who shop are very
honest.

“Most people steal not because of need but because of
the kick they get out of it. They feel big stealing,” Flake
said.

An electronic camera system is also used at Wal Mart,
in addition to employees alertness, Flake said.

Jerry Benjamin, manager at Win Way said most of the
time it is easy to spot a would-be shoplifter.

“You can tell by the way a person looks and acts. He'll
find the location of the clerks and customers, then he will
try to find a place where he’s hard to see and then he gets
the merchandxse Benjamin said.
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Ronnie Kimbrough, manager of Fred’s downtown said,
“I try to stay around someone I think is a potential
shoplifter as much as possible, Eventually they'll get mad
gnd leave. That let’s you know right then why they came:
in."”

Kimbrough said usually the people he catchesi
shoplifting alse buy items in an effort to cover their
shoplifting.

Kimbrough said in addition to employees sticking close:
to would-be shoplifters, the store also has the help of’
security mirrors to aid in the effort of catching shoplif--
ters,

Clyde Drewry, manager at the new Fred’s on U.S. 45,
said, “We try to keep as many people as possible on the
floor to keep an eye on things. The best way to combat
shoplifting is to not give them an opportunity to do it in the
first place. Then secondly, if we do catch them, we always
prosecute,”’

Drewry said there were some people in Prentiss County

ﬁwho made a living from shoplifting.

“There are several families in Prentiss County who are
known to make a living shoplifting. They go around not
only here in Booneville, but they go to Tupelo, Corinth and
as far as Columbus to shoplift merchandise and resell it,”
Drewry said.

Grocery stores have their share of the shoplifting
problem, too.

Charles Patton, manager of Sunflower said, “We use
T.V. camera moniters and all our employees are briefed
to look for suspicious people.”

Patton agreed with other merchants that although
shoplifting is a problem all year long, it worsens around
the holidays.

Patton said shoplifters tended to steal expensive small
items that could be easily concealed in their purse or
pocket,

At Big Star, manager Wilbert Walden, said a closed
circuit camera system monitors every part of the store at

(Continued on Page 2)







