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With Memphis Facility

The Northeast Mississippi 'Hospital in Booneville and
the Baptist Memorial Hospittal in Memphis agreed in
principal Tuesday to become: affiliated.

This affiliation will take the form of an interim
managment agreement with ain option to lease the 136-bed
facility in Booneville, pendiing completion of further
technical studies, according; to a spokesman for the
Baptist hospital.

The option to affiliate the twro institutions was signed in
Bogneville by Paul Flurry, chairman of the board of
directors of Northeast Mississ;ippi Hospital, and Roger N.
Struble, vice-president and he:ad of Corporate Services of
Baptist Memorial Hospital.

The 32-year-old Northeast Mlississippi Hospital is jointly
owned by Booneville andl Prentiss County. The
Booneville Board of Aldermen,, the Prentiss County Board
of Supervisors and the Norttheast Mississippi Hospital
Board of Trustees unanimouslly approved the agreement
between the Baptist Hospital and the local facility.

Struble said that studies to determine the future
capital needs of the hospital sthould be completed by Dec.
31 of this year. At that time, Baiptist will decide whether or
not to exercise its lease option.

During the interim, the affiiliation agreement between

Local Hospital Signs Agreement

‘The board of Northeast Mississippi Hospital felt the affiliation
agreement with Baptist Memorial Hospital
was the best approach to solving their problems.’

the two hospital calls for Baptist to provide an ad-
ministrator to coordinate efforts of the feasibility study
team. Struble said John Tompkins, currently a member of
the Baptist Corporate staff and a former administrator of
the Booneville hospital, will assume this responsibility.

STRUBLE SAID BAPTIST hospital became involved
with the Booneville hospital when Northeast's trustees
asked Baptist to provide a team of specialists to survey
the operations of the institution. The nine-member team
examined such areas as current systems, financial
operation, physical plant, materials management and
purchasing, human resourses, nursing, ancillary
departments and policies and procedures,

The team also interviewed key members of the

hospital’s administrative group, hospital board, medical
staff, department managers, and other hospital em-
ployees, Struble said.

The team’s findings on the physical plant revealed
sizable expenditures would be necessary to attract new
physicians and additional patients.

“There are other significant problem areas . . . They
relate primarily to the industry-wide problem of capitall
formation. This problem is especially acute with Nor-
theast because the facility is in dire need of renovation,”’
the report said.

The board of the Northeast Mississippi Hospital felt the
affiliation agreement with the Baptist Memorial Hospita!l
was the best appl"oach to solving their problems.

In Jumpertown Community

A 9-yearold Jumpertown
boy was killed in front of his
home on Highway 4 last
Thursday after he ap-
parently ran into the path of
an oncoming vehicle on his
way to the mailbox.

Gerald Hardy Holley, of
Route 3, Booneville, was
dead on arrival at Northeast

THE BOONEVILLE HOSPITAL, located about 100
miles southeast of Memphis, is the fourth hospital to af-
filiate with Baptist in 18 months. Since July 1980, Baptist
has leased a 64-bed hospital in Ripley, Tenn., and a 40-bed
hospital in Corning, Ark., and pruchased a 70-bed hospital
in Covington, Tenn.

Baptist and Methodist hospitals in Memphis — both non-
profit church-linked organizations — are vying with one
another to go beyond Shelby County and build formal
hospital networks in the Mid-South and beyond.

Maurice Elliott, senior vice-president at Baptist, has
said that the formal networks are more a way for the big
hospitals to protect referrals from outlying facilities than
to secure new referrals. He said there are the benefits of
cost and quality of service for the small affiliates.

By 1990, Baptist administrators expect to have af-
filiated, in one fashion or another, with 30 to 40 hospitals,
according to an article in a Memphis newspaper.

The Baptist hospital has a 1,500-bed facility in Memphis' - -

medical center, a 417-bed unit in East Memphis, and a 150-
bed rehabilitation unit. The 69-year-old hospital complex
is the largest non-profit health care institution in the
United States. It is owned by the Southern Baptists in
Mississippi, Arkansas and Tennessee.

After-School Accident Claims Student

Mississippi Hospital, 3¢

cording to State Highway
Patrolman Alfred Michael,
who investigated the ac-
cident.

Witnesses told the high-
way patrolman that there
was a long line of vehicles
behind the eastbound
schoolbus that had stopped

to let off Holley and his

sister, Geneva, around 14 :40

For Two New Dorms

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

solid, sound federal spen-

p.m. School had turned owt
early due to a teacherrs’
meeting that afternoon.
Michael said witnessies
told him that after the last
car passed the bus, Holley
ran across the highway to
check his mailbox and a car
travelling west-bound,
struck hini. Gregory 10,
Garrett, 19.0f Cikiord wias

the driver of the car.

Michael said the accident
was definitely not the fault
of the driver and no charges
were filed.

Services for Holley were
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7,
at Gaston Baptist Church
with Bro. Milton Koon and
Bro. Dwayne Kirk of-
ficiating. Burial was in

housing for students whose
education will help turn

Gaston Cemetery.

He is survived by his
mother, Mrs. Martha Owens
of Booneville and his father,
Troy Hardy Holley of
Ripley; and a sister, Geneva
Holley of the home.

McMillan Funeral Home
was in charge of

, i vangements,

Whiiten Speaks At Ground Breaking

elsewhere in the nation, will
find work to do.”

GOING UP - After more than four years of lobbying on the part of local officiais and
citizens, workmen for the ICCG Railroad have been in the process of installing flashing
warning lights at the ICG crossing on the Highway 30 Bypass in Booneville. In January of
this year, the city received final approval of a $47,600 grant through the Federal Highway
Act of 1973 to pay for the lighits. The crossing has been the site of numerous accidents since
the bypass was constructed. ICG workers said earlier this week that the lights could
possibly be in operation by today.

Committees Established

Congressman Jamie
Whitten was on hand
Monday for the formal loan
closing and ground breaking
ceremonies for two new
dormitories under con-
struction at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

“I don’t know of any in-
stitution that does a finer job
than Northeast,” Whitten
said during the loan closing
ceremony. .

Although actual con-
struction work on the two
new dorms began several
weeks ago, official
ceremonies were scheduled
for Monday so officials from
the Farmers Home
Administration could be
present, NEMJC President

Harold White said.

The $2.5 million loan for
the dormitory construction
is being funded by FmHA
and James L. Perry, state
director of FmHA, said the
$2.5 million loan was “a
first for us.”

During the ground-
breaking ceremonies, Rep.
Whitten, chairman of the
Appropriations Committee
of the U.S. House of
Representatives, said the
construction of the two new
dorms "“is an example of

N.E.D.A. Meeting Set Dec. 3

The executive directors of
the Northeast Economic
Development  Association
(N.E.D.A)) met last
Thursday in Pontotoc to
finalize plans for a Dec. 3
open meeting of the full
board and members, ac-
cording to Stewart Vail,
Booneville businessman who
serves as president of the
organization.

N.ED.A. is a lobbying
group originally organized
in February 1971 to
represent 13 counties in

Northeast Mississippi in
their efforts to obtain im-
proved roads.

N.E.D.A. eventually led to
the statewide organization
of HO.P E. (Highways: Qur
Pressing Emergency),
which was in turn replaced
by T.LM.E. (Transportation
Is Mississippi's
Emergency). However,
N.E.D.A. was re-activated
in August of this year to
lobby for improved high-

.ways and other pressing

needs in the original 13-

county area.

At Thursday’s meeting,
the executive directors
approved the revised con-
stitution and bylaws of the
organization and set up a
method whereby directors-
at-large will be appointed by
the boards of supervisors of
each of the 13 counties and
by the mayor and board of
aldermen of the county seats
of these counties,

The executive directors
also set up committees in
four areas in which they feel

should begin
working: transportation,
education, industrial
development, and state and
federal programs.

The Dec. 3 meeting will be
held at 12:30 p.m. at the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College in Booneville
and will feature a dutch
luncheon.

Aninteresting speaker has
been secured for the
meeting, Vail said this week.
All interested persons are
invited to attend, he said.

N.E.D.A.

things that enrich us, that
increase our well-being and
the growth of this country
should be continued,” he

ding. See photos on Page 10
“We need to cut down on
wasteful spending, but said.

Whitten said the new
dorms are a sound iin-
vestment of federal dollars
because they will provide

PMC GROUND BREAKING -~ Ground breakimg
ceremonies for the new 11,000 sq. ft. office building amd
100,000 sq. ft. warehouse distribution center for Prentiss
Manufacturing Co. were Tuesday in the Industrial Parlk.
The project, which is expected to create 50 new job
openings, is scheduled to be completed in August 198:2.
Shown are (from left) Richard Coggin, plant manager of
PMC plants No. 1 and 2; J.P. Davis, president of the
Prentiss County Board of Supervisors; Mayor Charles
Crabb; Julius Lee Morris, secretary-treasurer of PMC;
L.L. Bethay, founder of PMC; Larry Bethay, PMC sales

“In this period of
recession we needed to cut
out wasteful spending, but

around the trend of declining
productivity in America.
“What we need now,” he

said, “is to reverse the thatisnot enough. We must
economic trend, so our
people in Mississippi, and (Continued on Page 10)

manager; James H. Bethay, PMC president and chair-
man of the board; Buddy Prude, vice-president of Jesco
Contractors; Garry Lindsey, executive vice-president of
PMC; George Thomason, architect from Memphis;
Randy Moffitt, PMC vice-president and plant engineer;
William (Bill) White, vice-president and plant manager at
PMC in Jumpertown; Nelson W. Balwin, PMC board
member; and Curtis Smith, PMC plant maintenance
engineer. Other city and county officials were also on
hand for the ceremonies.

Correction:

Yes, There Are Specialists At NEMH

In last week's paper, in an effort to illustrate the neced
for additional specialists at the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital in Booneville, an unfortunate statement was
made.

What we meant to say was that the Booneville hospiital
has no cardiologists, neurologists, orthopedists, etc.
Unfortunately, what we said was something entirely
different. We said there are no specialists on the medical
staff of the local hospital - and that’s not true.

There are six board certified specialists on the staff. All
are fully trained and highly competent in their fields. Dr.
W.H. Preston Jr. is board certified in obstetrics and
gynecology; Dr. Jose Madara is a board certified general

surgeon; Dr. Clifton Cartwright is board certified in
Family Practice; Dr. Roger Swanson and Dr. Phyllis
Mason are both board certified radiologists; and Dr.
Teresita DyReyes is a board certified pathologist.

The other members of the medical staff ~ Dr. Paul
Elizey, Dr. J.L. Hurst, Dr. Webster Cleveland, Dr. Dwight
Johnson and Dr. S.C. Galloway - are highly competent
and fully trained general practitioners.

We extend our sincere apologies for the unfortunate
statement to all involved. It appears we came down with a
case of foot-in-the-mouth disease. Unfortunately, we can’t
seem to find a specialist that can cure that.







