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As Result Of Third Trial

- Local Man Found Innocent Of Murder

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

. A Prentiss County man,
whose two previous murder
trials both ended in
mistrials, was found in-
iocent of the murder charge
by a Prentiss County circuit
court jury Friday night of
last week. :

The jury of five men and
seven women deliberated

Until March

Manslaughter

The manslaughter trial of
a Prentiss County man
which was scheduied to
begin yesterday in Aberdeen
has been continued to March
of next year because two of
the State's witnesses could
not be present at the trial.

James Lowrey (Larry)
Edge, 36, who received a
change of venue after the
State Supreme Court
reversed his 1979 murder

aibout three hours before
fiinding Bobby Ray Morrow,
34, innocent of murder.
Morrow was indicted in
O)ctober 1980 on a murder

‘ctharge in connection with

tthe fatal shooting of his third
cousin, Buddy Baggett.
The March 22, .1980,
sshooting occurred near
Jjumpertown at the house
tirailer residence of Hubert
Morrow, the defendant’s

ceonviction, will face trial
Miarch 16,
District Attorney Richard
Blowen said Wednesday
rmorning.

The trial was continued
bsecause two of the State’s
witnesses were unable to be
ait the trial, Bowen said. -

“Eva Epperson couldn’t
e located to be subpoenaed,
aind Dr. Houston Franks is
riecuperating from surgery

In October Cou_rt

1982, Assistant.

father.

Morrow told the jury last
Thursday that on the night of
the shooting Baggett
threatened to ‘‘stomp him.”

Morrow, who said he was
outweighed by Baggett by
some 80 pounds, said
Baggett started to take a
step toward him after the
threat was made.

“] stepped back and didn't
see anything to defend

myself with. The gun was
leaning up against the wall. I
picked the gun up and
stepped back to the living
room. I started to ask him to
leave but I didn't get it (all
the sentence) out when my
father rushed in the trailer,”
Morrow testified. .
Morrow said he only in-
tended to use the gun as a
club when suddenly his
father rushed in the trailer

Trial Delayed

and’ couldn't attend. We
couldn’t proceed with the
trial without them,”” Bowen
said.

Edge was convicted in a
jury trial in the October 1979
lerm of Prentiss County
Circuit Court of the shotgun
slaying of another Prentiss
Countian, John Wayne
Murphy, 39, at Elder’s Lake
on the night of Oct. 24, 1978.

In February of this year
the state Supreme Court

reversed the murder con-
viction of Edge and
remanded him for a new
trial on the charge of
manslaughter.

The Mississippi Supreme
Court said that Circuit
Judge Fred Wicker, who
presided at Edge's trial,
allowed four reversible
errors that resulted in a
murder conviction and a life
sentenice for Edge.

Three Receive Prison Sentences

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter
Three Prentiss County

men received prisen, sen-

tences last week during the

October session of Prentiss

County Circuit Court.
Robbie Storey, 19, of

Route 3, Rienzi, was sent-
emced by Circuit: -Judge
Thomas Gardner to serve
eight years at .the State

_ Department of Corrections.

Wednesday of last weeka
jury found Storey guilty of
aggravated assault.

At City Board Meeting

Larry Gene Lambert, 29,
of Route 6, Booneville, was
sentenced to serve four
years in the State Depart-
ment of Corrections plus a

"$1,000 fine as a result of

Lambert’s guilty plea to
grand larceny.

The charge against
Lambert was in connection

with the July 1980 theft of a .
Ford tractor belonging to_; 3

Robert Storey,
William Abbey, 20, of

(Continued on Page 10)

Hospital Budget Approved

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

At their regular monthly
.aeeting Tuesday night, the
Booneville Board of mayor
and aldermen approved the
1981-82 budget for the
Northeast Mississippi
Hospital,

Because the hospital is
jointly owned by Prentiss
County and the city of
Booneville, its budget must
be approved by both the city
board of aldermen and the
county board of supervisors.

Hospital administrator
Carl Barker, who appeared

before the city board.

Of 1981 Christmas Parade

Tuesday night to explain the
budget to the aldermen, said
after the meeting that the
supervisors have already

approved the hospital’s
budget for fiscal year 1981-
82.

The hospital’s budget is
developed by the board of
trustees of the hospital. This

Wheeler Senior Named Queen

Jessica Marie Hill, a
senior at Wheeler High
School, has been selected as
Prentiss County's Christ-
man Queen for 1981.

Miss Hill, who will be 18
tomorrow (Nov. 6), is the
«aughter of Ted Hill of
Wheeler and Mary Ann
 Franks West of Jackson. She
lives with her grandparents,

Jesse Dee and Marjorie
" Franks, at Frankstown.

She is a member of the

Wheeler Baptist Church
where she also serves as
Mission Study Leader for
Acteens. She is also a
member of the youth choir of
the Booneville First Baptist
Church.

At school, she serves as
the 1981-82 editor of the
‘“Eagle’” yearbook, is
ciaptain of the Wheeler High
School cheerleaders, has
bieen nominated to Who's
Who Among American High

School Students, serves as
president of the FHA, is a
senior class officer, is
secretary of the Library
club, and belongs to the
Science Club, Math Cluband

"Wheeler 4-H Club, among

others.’

She is a member. of the
Booneville Junior J's and
has served for three years as
a “Living Ad” in the

{Continued on Page 2)

beard consists of five
members, three appointed
by the county supervisors
and two appointed by the
city board of aldermen.

In presenting the budget to
the city board Tuesday,
Barker said' the hospital

(Continued on Page 10)

JESSICA MARIE HILL

and attempted to take the
gun from him.

Morrow said it was during
the scuffle over the gun that
the gun accidently
discharged, hitting Baggett
in the chest.

The defendent told the
jury he didn’t know the 12-
gauge shotgun was loaded
and that the gun was pointed
toward the trailer wall, not
aimed at Baggett.

Surprise! —

“I didn’t intend to shoolt
nobody. I had no reason to
shoot him. I had a reason to
defend myself. I was going
to use the gun as a club,”’
Morrow testified.

Wilma Baggett, Baggett's
widow, testified her husband
was sitting down with his
legs crossed when he was
shot.

She said she was sitting
with her back to the hallway

of the trailer, where the
defendant was standing.
She told the jury that she,
the elder Morrow, and her
husband were seated in the
trailer when suddenly the
defendant’s father jumped
up and ran in front of her
chair toward the defendant.
“Hubert 'jumped up and
hollered, ‘Oh, no...Bobby
don’t!” ‘Then Hubert ran in
front of my chair. 1 was

trying to get up to see what
was going on but Hubert was
in front of me,” she said.
“I heard a noise ~ I didn’t
know what -- but is was a
gun. I saw Buddy try to get
up but he fell in the floor,”
Mrs. Baggett told the court.
The defendant’'s father,
Hubert Morrow had testified
during the previous two

(Continued on Pege 2)

ITS A TIGER! - Just prior to last Thursday night’s
ballgame, an ambulance entered Northeast Junior
College’s Tiger stadium and pulled up on the-edge of the
field. Two attendants jumped out and removed a stretcher
from the rear of the ambulance. On the stretcher lay
something which was completely hidden from view by m

white sheet. The ambulance attendants, assisted hy two
Northeast students carried the stretcher out onto the field
and placed it on the ground. They then jerked the sheet off
the stretcher (above), revealing what? Why, the Tiger

mascot (Chris Davis), of course! Ken

Christian)

(Photo by

Fire Chief Says

Fire Was ‘Definitely Arson’

The cause.of a fire early
Wednesday morning of last
week at the House of Carpet

“on U.S. 45 South was

‘‘definitely arson,’”’
Booneville Fire Chief Frank
Fleming said Tuesday.
After the fire last week,
firemen said there was
evidence that led them to
believe rolls of carpet in the
rear of the building had been
doused with gasoline,

Samples taken from the
carpet in that area of the
building were placed in jars
to be sent to the state crime:
lab to determine if it was
gasoline.

Although the lab results
will not be in for some time,,
Fleming indicated this week
that he has no doubt
someone deliberately set the:
fire,

Deputy State Fire Mar-
shall Maxie W. Ellis was in
Booneville Tuesday to in-
vestigate the fire, He was
given the carpet samples
taken by the Booneville
firemen and took additional
samples from the building
himself.

He took both sets of
samples with him when he
left to return to Jackson.

There are *'no leads right
now” as to who set the fire,
Fleming said.

The deputy fire marshall
is expected to return to
Booneville when the sam-
ples are returned, the
Booneville Fire Chief said.
But, he added, “It will take a
good while for the samples
to be returned from the state
crime lab.”

mMedical Referrals: Are They Good Or Bad?

(The following is the third in a series of articles by The
Banner-Independent on the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital in Booneville.) °

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Today’s world is one of specialization, And that causes a
problem at the Northeast Mississippi Hospital in
Booneville.

Nationwide, it is an accepted practice for general
practioners to refer their patients to a specialist when
they have a disfunction or illness that amounts to more
than routine treatment.

All the Booneville doctors are either general prac-
tioners or family practioners ~ there are no specialists on

" ithe medical staff at the Booneville hospital.

On the other hand, the Tupelo hospital system has over
200 specialties, according to Ciarl Barker, administrator
for the Booneville hospital. Thus, when a Booneville
doctor feels he needs to refer a patient to a specialist,

more often than not that referral is to the Tupelo hospital
system.

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, a patient with a broken bone.
When a patient is brought to the Booneville hospital
emergency room with a fracture, he is usually checked by
a local doctor and then transfered to Tupelo to have the
fracture set and put in a cast.

*“They’re not doing it here any more because of the area
of specialities,” Barker said. “For example, they have
hand specialists - guys that work strictly on hands.”

*Our local doctors are being extra cautious,” he said.
“They feel like it would be better if a specialist did see it
(the fracture) so that no possible permanent harm would
be done.”

‘“Realize that the gerieral practioner studies the body as
a whole and treats the body as a whole,” he said. “Your
(specialists) have put in extra time studying particular
things.”

“When these (injuried) people come in like this (with

broken bones, etc.), often you will hear them say, ‘I want
the best.” Well, our doctors want to see them get the best

freatment, too.” -

UNFORTUNATELY, THESE REFERRALS, by doc-
tors looking out for the best interests of their patients
often start a trend which adds to the problem of
decreasing patient loads at the Booneville hospital.

““Once a person has been referred to a specialist, he will
often return to specialists, often bypassing his own local
doctor,”” according to administrator Barker.

And so a trend is started.

What can stop this trend of patients bypassmg local
physicians in favor of specialists at Tupelo? Obtain
specialists for our own local hospital so local patients can
get the specialized care they need without having to go
somewhere else, says administrator Barker.,

And that is exactly what the hospital is attempting to do
through a recruitment program which has been underway
for some time. In particular the hospital is looking for an

orthopedist so that broken bones can be set and cared for
here without haveing to send such patients to Tupelo or
elsewhere.

“Qur doctors have requested that in recruitment we try
to recruit an orthopedist for this area,” Barker said. “I'm
afraid to say, orthopedists are few and far between and
they tend to go to large speciality areas, mainly for
support and backup. If they go into areas by themselves,
they tend to get overworked.”

THE BOONEVILLE HOSPITAL is classified as a
“general acute care’” hospital.

“For the general acute care that we offer,” Barker said,
“I would put our support services — lab X-ray - up to
anybody else’s,” he said.

‘we ve gul a weu equipped lab and a well equipped X-
ray department,” he said. “We've got an outstanding
pathologist and outstanding radiologists. For serving an
acute care hospital ~ which we are - they can’t be topped,
in my opinion.” !






