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LocalMan Indicted
On Charges Of
Murdering Wife

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

A murder indictment,
stemming from a 1980
shooting, was among 22
criminal indictments
returned during the October
term of the Prentiss County
Grand Jury.

Harold Lloyd Brinkley of
Booneville, has been
charged with murder in
connection with the Nov. 10,

1980, shooting death of his
wife, Margaret Brinkley.

“This is the first time the
grand jury has had the full
evidence presented to them.
The two previous grand
juries did not have all the
evidence in the Brinkley
case,”’ Assistant District
Attorney Richard Bowen
said Monday.

An out-of-state witness
testified before the grand

jury this time, Bowen said.

“Due to the heavy court
docket, the Brinkley case
could not be tried this court
term, so the case will be
continued to the February
term of court,”” Bowen said.

Brinkley is out of jail on a
$50,000 bond, he said.

Mrs. Brinkley, 39, died at
her Booneville home on

(Continued on Page 2)

Third Trial Begins
In Murder Case Today

A re-trial of a murder case
that has ended in two
previous mistrials is
scheduled to begin today,
Oct. 29, as the October
session of Prentiss County
Circuit Court draws to an
end.

Bobby Ray Morrow, 35,
was indicted in October 1980
on a murder charge in
connection with the fatal

shooting of his third cousin,
Buddy Baggett.

The shooting occurred at
the house trailer residence
of Hubert Morrow (father of
the defendant) near Jum-
pertown.

Circuit Judge Thomas
Gardner declared a mistrial
in the February term of
circuit court after the jury

deadlocked for five
hours in its attempts to
reach a verdict in the first
hearing of the Morrow case.

was

In the second trial, Circuit
Judge Fred Wicker also
declared a mistrial in the
June term of circuit court
when another jury was
unable to reach a unanimous
decision in the Morrow trial.

THE SPOOKS ARE OWT—Lock all your doors and bolt all your windows, the spooks,
ghown here at the Booneville Elementary School, will be owt Saturday night and
everyone had better beware. The three youngstersup front seem tevified here of these three
monsters that arrived vi:a broomstick. Seated front from left are, Molly Crow, John Bolen
and Mandi Harris. Monsters left to right are, Elizabeth Lindsey, Jere Etheridge, and
Jonathan Tittle. (Photo by Lee Gentry)

Arson is suspected in at least one of two fires which occurred within a
short time of each other early Wednesday morning in Booneville.

The first fire occurred around 4 a.m. Wednesday at the House of Carpet
located on Highway 45 South. The second fire occurred about 6:30 a.m. at
the old Brown Plumbing and Electrical Supply building located on First
Street in downtown Booneville. House of Carpet is owned by Pud Burress
and the Brown Plumbing building is owned by Charles Brown, authorities

said.

The report of the fire at the Brown building was reported to the Fire
Department only 3 minutes after firemen had returned to the station from
the fire at the carpet store. ;

Booneville Fire Chief Frank Fleming said there is strong evidence of
arson in the carpet store fire.

Firemen reported smelling gasoline when they arrived on the scene and

Up In Flames

Editor have been soaked with gasoline.

the eviidence.

of that fire.

* Wollevied fragments of partally burncd cucpe’ which they believe may

The carpet fragments were placed in glass jars to be shipped to a
laboraltory to determine if there was gasoline on them.
~ Chief Fleming said his department would continue the investigation into
the cawse of the fire and that he would also contact the state Fire Mar-
shall’s; office who will probably send someone up from Jackson to examine

A resident living near the House of Carpet reported the fire to the
Booneville Police Department after hearing what was described as a loud
“pop.””’ The fire was contained mainly to the rear section of the building
which was used as a storage area for carpet.

The second fire of the morning totally gutted the old Brown Plumbing
buildimg. As of press time Wednesday, the building was still smouldering
and firemen had not been able to enter the remains to investigate the cause

EARLY MORNING FIRE - Booneville firemen battled a fire early Company building in downtown Booneville. Cause of the fire remained
Wednesday morning at the old Brown Plumbing and Electrical Supply unknown as of press time Wednesday. (Photo By Ken Christian)

Arson Suspected
In One Of Two Early Morning Fires
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Whitten To Spealk
At Ceremony

First District
Congressman Jamie
Whitten will deliver the
keynote address at ground-
breaking ceremonies for two
new dormitories at Nor-
theast Junior College
Monday, Nov. 9, at 2 p.m.,
according to Northeast
President, Harold T.
White.

Other honored guests will
include James L. Perry,
state director of FmHA,
district director Talmadge
Finch, and area legislators
and supervisors.

Also attending from

FmHA will be John Arthur, It will cost 20 cents to mail
chief of community a first class letter beginning
programs; James E. Nov.1, Booneville Post-
Huddleston, assistant master Jack Wright said
district director; Marty Monday.

Massey, district loan The cost of first class
technician; and Loretta postage stamps from 18
Tennyson, district clerk. cents to 20 cents. Postal
“Congressman  Whitten, cards will now cost 13 cents,

he said. i

The non-denominated “C”
stamp is valued at 20 cents,
This stamp was printed to
pet adequate supplies 1o
Post Offices prior to being
able to get the regular 20

Mr. Perry and Mr. Finch
were instrumental in
gaining approval for FmHA
financing,” White said.
Approval was granted in

(Continue on Page 12)

JAMIE WHITTEN

cents stamps available.
These stamps are for
domestic use only, and are
available at the Booneville
Post Office now, Wright
said.

The new 20 cent stamps
arealso available now at the
post office. Christmas
stamps will be available at
the post office beginning
Monday, Nov. 2, he said.

Overseas rates will not
change. Those rales are
available at the post office,
Wright said.

m Statistics Indicate Where Hospital Patients Are

i

(This is the second in a series of articles planned by The
Banner-Independent to: look at current problems faced by
the Northeast Mississijppi Hospital.)

By KIEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The statistics seem almost contradictory.

According to the 1980 census, there has been an increase
in the population in Prentiss County. However, statistics
from the Northeast Mississippi Hospital in Booneville
show a decrease in patients.

If both statistics are accurate, then one of two things
must be true: either Prentiss Countians are getting sick
less often than in the past few years, or they are just going
elsewhere for their medical care.

Other statistics indicate the latter case to be true.

As reported last week, there was a recent day at the
'Booneville hospital in which there were only 28 patients in
the 136-bed hospital. On that same day, 71 Prentiss

Countians were reported as patients in the Tupelo hospital
system (which ircludes the Baldwyn hospital).

During the past several years there has been a steady
increase in the number of patients from Prentiss County
who are admitted to the Tupelo hospital.

Over a five-year period, the statistics look like this:
During fiscal year 1975-76 there were 2,834 patients from
Prentiss County admitted to the Tupelo hospital. During
FY 1976-77 that figure dropped slightly to 2,609. But from
then on the increase was dramatic.

In FY 1977-78 there were 2,971 Prentiss Countians ad-
mitted to the Tupelo hospital. In FY 1978-79 this number
increased to 3,284, and in FY 1979-80, the last year for
which figures were available, the number Prentiss
Countians admitted to the Tupelo hospital had reached a
total of 3,670.

During the same period that 3,670 patients from
Prentiss County were admitted to the Tupelo hospital,
there were only 3,498 patients admitted to Booneville
hospital. This means there were more patients from

AT

Prentiss County admitted to the Tupelo hospital dluring
FY 1979-80 than there were total patients admitted to the
Booneville hospital during the same period.

But apparently this exodus in patients from the county
is virtually limited to the Tupelo system. Whille the
number of patients from Prentiss County admitted to the
Corinth hospital has shown increase during the past few
years, it still is a relatively insignificant number.

In 1976, nine patients from Prentiss County were
admitted to the Magnolia Hospital in Corinth. In FY 1977
this number increased to 20; in FY 1978 it reached 51;
there were 102 in FY 1979; 111 in FY 1980; and a slight
drop to 107 in FY 1981 (which ended Sept. 31).

As reported last week, this drop in patient load has
caused financial burdens on the hospital which, when the
patient load fell to 28, resulted in the hospital asking all
full-time employees (not just some of them, as reported
last week) to work one less 8-hour shift during their
regular 80-hour work period. This move was made to help
cut hospital expenses,

The Booneville hospital has a fully equipped, almost
brand new intensive care unit. But, according to hospital
board member Dr. Dwight Johnson, this unit has been
closed for almost a year due to the low patient load.

What is the cause of the drop in patient load?

Unfortunately that is not an easy question to answer.
There is no one cause, but many factors that have con-
tributed.

For one thing, according to hospital administrator Carl
Barker, some of the local doctors (who are of course,
subject to viruses and illnesses just like anybody else)
have been sick themselves in recent days and have not
been able to see patients. And when the doctors are not
seeing patients, they are not admitting them to the
hospital.

Next - A closer look at the causes of the decrease in
patients at the hospital and what can be done about it.






