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In Monday Afternoon Wreck

Two Killed On U.S. 72

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter-

Two Prentiss Countians
were killed and two injured
in a two-car accident
Monday aftermoon that
occurred about 11l miles west
of Walnut on Highway 72.

Anthony M. Leiitzen, 23, of
Marietta, and his. passenger,
Renaa Barnes, 23, of Route

3, Booneville, died as a
result of the automobile
accident, Highway

Patrolman Steve Thompson
said Tuesday.

Thompson said a 1968
Ford driven by Thea O.
Hamer, 30, of Michigan City,
apparently crossed over into
the wrong lane.

‘‘Leitzen’s vehicle was
traveling west on Hwy. 72
and Hamer’s vehicle was
traveling east on Hwy. 72. A
witness said Hamer crossed
over into Leitzen’s lane and
the vehicles struck head-on.

Three Still Secret

Fifteen Grand Jury Counts Released

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Fifteen of the 18 criminal
indictments retuirned by the
Prentiss County ‘Grand Jury
last week have: now been
made public, Circuit Clerk,
Travis Cox, saiid. Monday.

Glen Jackson, i25, of Route
6, Booneville, wias charged

DST Ends

It's once agaiin time to
“fall back” intto Central
Standard Time.

Daylight Saviings Time
begins at 2 a.m. on the last
Sunday of April aand ends at
2a.m. on the lastt Sunday of
October, ‘

with sale of methaqualone
and delivery of marijuana.

Tommy Raymond
Huguley, 18, of Meadowview
Subdivision, was charged
with burglary and larceny in
connection with the August
1981 break-in at a storage
building belonging to John
Troy Larsen.

Skid marks indicated the
accident happened this
way,” Thompson said.

Leitzen was pronounced
dead at the scene and Mrs.
Barnes died later at the
Tippah County Hospital.
Hamer, who received cuts
and bruises was transported
to a hospital in Memphis,
Thompson said.

Faron Lee Lewis, 19, of
Route 1, New Site, and
Jeremy Barnes, the two

Freddie Joe Owens, 26, of
Meadowview  Subdivision,
was charged with accessory
after the fact to burglary
and larceny in connection
with the break-in at John
Larsen’s storage building.

Edward L. Uselton, 18, of
Meadowview  Subdivision
was charged with burglary

Director Of Tenn-Tom PAC

year-old son of Mrs. Barnes,
were also passengers in
Leitzen’s 1971 Chevrolet, the
highway patrolman said.

Lewis received cuts and
bruises. He was taken to the
Tippah County Hospital and
later transferred to the
Union County Hospital,
Thompson said.

Mrs. Barnes' son also
received cuts and bruises,
He was taken to Lebonheur
Children’s Hospital in

and larceny in connection
with the August 1981 break-
in at the Home Sewing
Center.

Owens and Uselton were
also charged with burglary
and larceny in connection
with the July 1981 break-ins
at a building belonging to
Thomas Hurd and Jan's

Marietta Man Named

A Marietta man has been
appointed as director of the
Tennessee-Tombigbee
Project Area Council(PAC).

John D. Mitros of Marietta

“ is the new director of the

executive committee,

The Tenn-Tom. PAC
represents citizens and
interests throughout the

Waterway, said Smith, who
is Gov. William Winter's
official representative to the
PAC executive commiitie,

Memphis, Thompson said.

Thus far, Hamer has been
charged with reckless
driving, Thompson said.

Services for Mrs. Barnes
were at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 21, at McMillan Funeral
Home Chapel with Ward
Hogland officiating. Burial
was in the East Prentiss
Cemetery.

She was a member of the

‘(Continued on Page 2)

Shoe Repair.

Wesley Gene Spencer, 19,
of College View Apartments,
was charged with grand
larceny in connection of the
August 1981 theft of two high
tension cargo chains
allegedly belonging to J.T.

(Continued on Page 11)
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Maintenance Building Dedicated

P ] A GRAND OPENING -- Fourth District Supervisor H.B. Lindsey holds the ribbon

property.

- Two Loca

while his dlaughter, Tracy, cuts it during dedication ceremonies at 10 a.m. Saturday for
the new mnaintenance building in the fourth district. The maintenance building is
believed to be the first such facility ever built in Prentiss County on county-owned
property. In the past, supervisors have built their maintenance buildings on private
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Residents should Se!
their clocks back one hour
before going to bed
Saturday night .

council, aecording to an
announcement this week
from Frank E. Smith,
chairman of the council’s

WOODWINDS; CONCERT TUESDAY - A five-member
woodwind group from the University of Mississippi will
appear in concert at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Hines Hall
Auditorium at Niortheast Junior College. This performance
is the second im a three-part series sponsored jointly by

Northeast Juniior College and the Prentiss County
Development Asssociation. The third and final concert in the
series will be helid at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 23, and will feature

(The followiing article is the first in a series of articles

planned by Thie Banner-Independent to look at financial
and other prroblems being faced by the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital.)

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Rumors that the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital has been sold have
been frequent in some local circles
recently. Depending on whomn you
listen to, the local hospital has been
purchased by either the Baptist Hospital
in Memphis or by the North Mississippi
. Medical Center in Tupelo.
Both these rumors are totally untrue, say hospital board
members and. administrator Carl Barker.
The rumors :apparently stem from a recent drastic drop
in the number of patients admitted to the hospital, a drop

four-state waterway “Mr, Mitros will bring ‘&
corridor in working toward wealth of experience in
socially progressive transportation, manage-

economic development
during the construction and
operation of the Tenn-Tom

ment and communication to

{Continued on Page 2)

the full Tupelo Symphony Orchestra and Chorus performing
portions of Handel’s ‘**Messiah.” Members of the woodwind
quintet to perform Tuesday are (from left) Ralph Jeffords,
basoon; Sue Ann Reuther, clarienet; Susan Snook, oboe;
Margaret Lichtmann, flute; and Ricky Zachery, French
horn. Tickets may be purchased from PCDA members or at
the Northeast Junior College business office.

JOHN D. MITROS

Christmas

Parade
Set Dec. 3

The 1981 Booneville
Christmas Parade, spon-
sored each year by the
Intercivic Club Council
(ICC), has been scheduled
for 6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec.

“All clubs, civic groups,
churches, schools and in-
dustries are encouraged to
enter floats to make this the
biggest, best Christmas
Parade ever,” said ICC
president, Melvin Putt.

The deadline to enter a
float in one of the four
categories is Monday, Nov.
16.

To enter a float in the
Church and Youth category,
call Louise Coggin at 728-
9701; in the School Floats
category, call Kay Roper,
728-8365; in the Commercial
Floats category, call Macky

(Continued on Page 2) e

Supervisors

IBy KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Two fiirst-term Prentiss County
supervisors have broken with tradition,
in a move that could save county tax
payers some money.

First District Supervisor Larry Barron
and Fourth District Supervisor H.B.
Lindsey have just completed the con-
struction of new maintenance buildings to
house the equipment used in the main-
tenance of roads in their districts.

That is mot unusual. Most supervisors
build new maintenance buildings during
their first term in office.

Howeverr, in the past, supervisors have
constructe:d such buildings on their own
property, retaining possession of the
building when they leave office. This
resulted im each newly elected supervisor
having to construct a new maintenance
building.

That’s where Lindsey and Barron have
broken wilth tradition. Both have built
their $36,000 maintenance buildings on
county property, centrally located within
their indiviidual districts.

Lindsey”'s building is located near Hobo

- Break Tradition

Station, just off Highway4. The building is
finished and is now is use. Dedication
ceremonies were held at 10 a.m. this past
Saturday.

Barron's building, located in the
Prentiss County Industrial Park, is also
finished. Barron said he began moving
equipment to the building last Thursday.
He plans to hold open house from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31.

In addition to local residents, Lindsey
was joined by a number of Prentiss
County officials Saturday  for the
dedication ceremonies of the new Fourth
Distriet maintenance building.

These officials included the other four
supervisors, Larry Barron, J.P. Davis,
William McKinney and Jimmy Moore,
Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb,
Marietta Mayor Jimmy Pharr, Circuit
Clerk Travis Cox, Chancery Clerk Phillip
Cole, Tax Collector Danny Childers, and
state senator Bill May.

Lindsey’s daughter, Tracy, cut the
ribbon during the ceremonies.

J.P. Davis, president of the board of
supervisors, said at the ceremonies that,
as far as he knows, this is the first time
both building and grounds of such a
facility belong to the county.

payroll -- and that’s pretty serious,”’ he said.

“I feel like if we dropped down into the 30’s and stayed that way
for about three weeks that we couldn’t make payroll.”

which has contributed to financial problems at the
hospifal.

The hospital’s 1981-82 budget, which took effect Oct. 1, is
based on a patient load of 68 patients per day, a figure
derived from the average patient load of the first 10
months of the 198081 fiscal year, according to the hospital
administrator. When the patient load falls below the
magic number of 68 for any extended period of time,
financial problems result.

One day a few weeks ago the patient load dropped to 28.
When a hospital with 136 licensed beds has patients in only
28 of them it is inevitable that financial problems will
result. According to administrator Barker, all hospital
expenses are paid from revenue realized from patient
services.

Thus, as a result of the patient load dropping to 28, to cut
expenses, the hospital did not call in its part-time em-
ployees and asked some of its regular-time employees to
work one less 8-hour shift during their reguilar 80-hour pay
period.

Although there has only been one day that the patient
load (or census) has dropped below 30, there have been a
number of days when the census fell below the 68-patient
merk. On Monday of last week, the census was 55. Early
ths week, the count was better, ranging in the 70’s.

Hospital board member, Dr. Dwight Jolhnson, says the
low census at the hospital is definitely a serious problem.
*{ feel like if we dropped down into the 30’s and stayed
that way for about three weeks that we couldn’t make

Another factor that may have led to the rumors that the
hospital has been sold was the recent visit to the
Booneville hospital by personnel from the Corporate
Services office of the Baptist Hospital in Memphis.
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H OSs pital SOld ? No! And There Are No Such Intentions!

This group from the Memphis hospital were conducting

a study, or survey, of the local hospital to determine what
might be done in each department, as well as in the
hospital as a whole, in order to operate more efficiently
and economically.

“We feel it was a study that would have cost us several
thousand dollars to accomplish,” Dr. Johnson said. ‘““The
people (from Baptist) seem to know what they are doing

and they offered to do it for free. We felt like we needed -

it.”

He said he does not know when to expect the results of -

the survey, possibly within another week or two.

{Next week -- a closer look at the problems and causes
of the decreasing patient census at the hospital.)
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