‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

Che Banner - Independent

Vol. 84

Number 33

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, October 15, 1981

Phone 728-6214

28 Pages

25 Cents

Re-Trial Set In November For

Formerly Convicted Man

The manslaughter trial of
a Prentiss County man, who
received a change of venue
after the state Supreme
Court reversed his 1979
murder conviction, is
scheduled for trial Nov. 4 in
Aberdeen.

James Lowrey (Larry)
Edge, 36, was convicted in a
jury trial in the October 1979
term of Prentiss County
Circuit Court of the shotgun
slaying of another Prentiss
Countian, John Wayne

Murphy, 39, at Elder’s Lake
on the night of Oct. 24, 1978.
In February of this year
ithe state Supreme Court
reversed the murder con-
wviction. of Edge and
remanded him for a new
trial on the charge of
manslaughter.

The Mississippi Supreme
Court said that Circuit
Judge Fred Wicker, who
presided at Edge’s trial,
allowed four reversible
errors that resulted in a

During October Term

murder conviction and a life
sentence for Edge.

Judge Wicker granted a
change in venue in June
after Edge’'s attorney
argued widespread publicity
during Edge’s trial would
prevent a fair second trial.

The shooting occurred in
1978 at Elder's Lake, south
of Booneville, where Edge
and his wife, Geneva, had

met with Murphy and
another woman, Eva
Eppersen.

According to testimony
during the first trial in in
1979, Mrs. Edge had been
having an affair with
Murphy and was attempting
to break the affair off.

The Edges testified that
Murphy objected to her
breaking off the affair and
attacked her with a knife.

Mrs. Edge said that
Murphy kept saying that if
he couldn’t have her, nobody
else could and that he was
going to Kill her and then

himself.

The husband and wife
testified that in the attack,
Edge was cut on the hand
during the struggle. Edge
left his wife struggling while
he got a 12 guage shotgun,
they testified.

When Edge returned to the
scene of the struggle,
Murphy was still attacking
Mrs. Edge and still
threatening to kill her when
Edge shot Murphy, they
said.

Grand Jury Returns 18 Indictments

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The Prentiss County
Grand Jury, after meeting
three days, has returned 18
criminal indictments,
Prentiss County Circuit
Clerk, Travis Cox, said
Tuesday.

Only one of the in-
dictments had been made
public as of late Tuesday.
The remaining 17 criminal
indictments are being kept
secret until the persons
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'named are taken
custody, Cox said.
Nicky Lauderdale, 35, of
lRoute 3, Rienzi, was
wharged with mutilating a
imotor vehicle identification
inumber on a 1972 Chevrolet
‘pick-up truck allegedly

into

belonging to Johnny R.

‘Woodard.

The circuit clerk also
released a partial report
‘from the grand jury.

The grand jury reported
ithat the Prentiss County
Courthouse needs a general,

Members of the

Booneville High School Homecoming Court are, from lefi to
right, Kathy Triplett, Jennifer Jones, Candy Lambert, Jane
Maddox, Tana Shouse, Betty Carter and Homecoming

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors
awarded a contract last
month to William Russell
Bonds Company Inc. of
Burnsville for 2.981 miles of
leveling and averlay on the
Marietta-Hazeldell Road,
according to William P.
Stevenson, State Aid
Engineer of the Mississippi
Highway Department.

The contract let to the
Burnsville company was in
the amount of $116.079.65.

Statewide, contracts
providing for the im-
provement of 32.922 miles of

Contract Let
For Overlay On
Marietta Road

State Aid roads were
awarded during September,
Stevenson said.

The total cost of the work,
statewide, will be ap-
proximately $4.2 million and
will provide for grading,
drainage, base, double
bituminous surface treat-
ment, bridges and ap-
proaches, overlay, striping,
and other improvements, he
said.

State Aid projects are
awarded by county hoards of
supervisors. subject to
concurrence by the State Aid
Engineer,

overall cleaning, especially
the restrooms. The report
said the restrooms need
maintenance as well as
cleaning.

The grand jury recom-
mended fire extinguishers
be installed in the area of the
county superintendent of
education’s office, since
there is only one means of
access to the office.

The grand jury found the
offices in the building to be
neat, cleanand as orderly as

the limited space allows.
The grand jury said the
Prentiss County jail was
crowded and that this
condition was due to the
housing of state prisoners

there awaiting tran-
sportation to the state
penitentiary.

The grand jury recom-
mended that, if possible,
more ventilation be

provided in the cell area.
The grand jury found the
building to be reasonably
clean and in good order.

Queen Wendy Williams. The girls will reign over the BHS
Homecoming game with New Albany Friday night. (Photo

by Lee Gentry)

Members of the grand
jury are Genevieve Young,
foreman, Theodore Allen
Corkern, Jerrie C. Browder,
Mary Alene Hare, Harold H.
Campbell, Donnie Goddard,
Betty Lynn Voyles, Charles
Cartwirght,

Roy J. Jones, Henry
Bearden, David Franks,
Rebecca Grove, Cordelia
Calv&ry, James Timothy
Grizzard, Donna Bain, Betty
Smitki. Blenda Childs and
Olive: S. Baggett.
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‘Hook-Ups To

Be Prosecuted

Anyone caught with an
illegal hook-up to the local
cable television system will
be prosecuted, a spokesman
for the company said last
week.

So many people have been
illegally hooking up to cable
services that Heritage
Cablevision in Booneville
plans to prosecute in the
future if the theft of cable
services continues, W. E.
(Skip) Pratt, general
manager of Heritage
Cablevision, said last week.

Pratt said the theft of
cable services has been a
continual problem and that
“we're conducting an in-
tensive audit to determine
who is making illegal cable
hook-ups.‘

“We're going to take a
firm stand in prosecuting
people who are illegally
tapping into our lines,"”
Pratt told The Banner
Independent. “We have the

(Continued on Page 3)

Pills, Firearms Found
At Local Business Office

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Acting on a tip, a state
narcotics officer this past
weekend discovered two
illegal weapons and what
was termed ‘““a substantial
quantity” of pills at a local
business office.

Morris Smith, a state
narcotics agent based in
Tupelo, said Tuesday af-
ternoon that he and a local
deputy executed a search
warrant at the Bingham
Leasing Company on High-
way 45 North shortly after
noon Saturday.

*1 confiscated a sub-
stantial quantity of pills of
which we don't know how
many are controlled and
how many aren't,” Smith
said. “We also recovered a
sawed-off shotgun and a

very short .30 calibre car-
bine Enforcer, which has got
a pistol grip on it.”

The state agent said
Tuesday that no charges
have been placed in con-
nection with the discovery of
the drugs and firearms.

“As it stands right now,
we are waiting on the lab
reports on the drugs,” he
said.

He also indicated that the
federal agency controlling
Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF) may
pursue an illegal weapons
charge against Thermon
Bingham, in whose office the
weapons were reportedly
discovered.

“It’s still up in the air,”
Smith said. “There’s still
some investigative work to
be done by us and, I'm sure

by ATF if they pursue the
weapons thing.”

The narcotics agent in-
dicated that it was his un-
derstanding that the
weapons charges would be
pursued by the federal
agency only if it s
discovered that Bingham
has a prior felony con-
viction. He said a check is
currently underway to
determine if such a prior
conviction exists.

If there is no prior felony
conviction, Smith indicated
no federal charges would
likely be filed. As for state
charges on possession of
illegal weapons, he in-
dicated that he understands
the law to say that the
weapons had to be

(Continued on Page 2) L

Man’s Best Friend?

‘Gators!

Third District
Supervisor J.P. Davis
Has Two For Pets

By Lee Gentry
Sports Ediftor

Pets vary in shapes and sizes. Some of
the most unique ones in ithis area belong
to 3rd District supervisor, J.P. Davis.

They don’t fetch paper:s, but if you ask
them real nice, they might roll over.

Yes, J.P. Davis has allligators for pets.
You heard it here first. Alligators for
pets.

Currently Davis has two alligators in
his pond in South Prentiss County. The
gators, named Big John and Little John
appear to be right at home although their
habitat is in the Sunshine State of Florida.

Duane Rinehart, who works with the
Mississippi Game and Fish Commission,
first brought the gators ito Davis several
years ago as babies and inow one of them
weighs nearly 150 pounds: and is some five
feet long.

Davis says he feeds the:m regularly and
calls them at feeding timie just like a dog
or any other pet.

“When they hear my triuck coming they
come running,”’ Davis said. ‘1 just say,
“Come here Big John or Little John; and
you see the water splitting.”

Davis said somethimes they try to
relocate and leave their home

“Wehad five or six of them a few years
back.” he said. “But some of them got
loose and got near some of the neighbors’
ponds and were killed.”

Davis said they will travel miles and
miles on land to relocate, but said these

two have stayed here.

‘‘Maybe they just
County,” he said. i

How does one catch one of the gators?
“Very carefully,” Davis said.

“We usually have to catch them with
hooks and this hurts them sometimes,”’he
said. “Weusually tie some meat up out of
the water so the turtles won’t get to it and
this brings them immediately and they
take the bait. Then we take a rope and
lasso their jaws and pull them to the
bank."”

“This is extremely hard to do but with
two strong men it can be done.” he said.

The gators like to wander in the area
from time to time, according to the 3rd
District supervisor.

“They sometimes take a vacation in a
neighboring pond and I'll have to go get
them,” he said. “All I have to do is take a
shotgun and pepper them with buckshot
and they'll head back to my pond.”

The idea of getting the gators resulted

like Prentiss

from an over abundance of beavers, .

which had dammed up Davis’ pond.
“This is why we got the gators in the

first place,” Davis said. “A beaver is a
goner when he steps in the water. You
just wouldn’t believe how quick those
jokers are.”

After Davis finishes his long work days,
he says he likes to just sit back and relax
with a good, cool drink and forget about
his troubles.

What kind of drink? Why, ‘“Gator’’-aid
of course! See ya later, Alligator.
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