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Rienzi Man Shot Sunday

A Rienzi man was listed in
serious condition at the
North Mississippi Medical
~enter earlier this week
after being shot in an in-
cident that apparently
stemmed from a domestic
quarrel over a $6 debt.

Leonard Leslie of Rienzi
was shot once in the chest at
approximately 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, according Lo
reports from the Alcorn

County Sheriff’'s Office,

Although Leslie was ap-
parently shot while in Alcorn
County, he was discovered
in his vehicle just off U.S. 45
about 100 yards over the
Prentiss County line.

An Alcorn deputy
speculated that the injuried
man was attempting to get
to a hospital.

“It was first thought he
Just left the road,” Alcorn

Special Investigator John
McCullough said. “‘But when
Prentiss County deputies
arrived, they discovered the
man had been shot once in
the chest.”

Leslie reportedly told
officers that he had been
involved in a quarrel over a
debt that totaled about $6. A
witness reportedly told
officers that Leslie pulled a
knife during the quarrel.

NORTHEAST HOMECOMING ROYALTY—Members of tthe Northeast Junior College
Homecoming Court are, front from left, Janet Lacy, Micthelle Posey, Babs Jourdan,
Deborah Crumpton, Queen: Shunda Johnson, Pam Para and :Sara Fitzpatrick. Back from
left, Dana Burns, Kelly Weatherly, Tamy Glisson, Amy Brinkley, Sherry Quinn, and
Debbie Smith. The girls will reign over the Homecoming ceremonies this Saturday night
beginning at 7:30 at Tiger Stadium. (Photo by Lee Gentry.)

Sixteen Criminal Cases
Set For October Court

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

A re-trial of a murder case
that has ended in two
previous mistrials is among
the 16 criminal cases
scheduled to be heard during
the October session of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court. -

Bobby Ray Morrow, 34,
vho was indicted in October
1980 on a murder charge in
connection with the fatal
shooting of his third cousin,
Buddy Baggett, is scheduled
to have a third trial Thur-
sday, Oct. 29.

Circuit Judge Tommy
Gardner declared a mistrial
in the February term of
circuit court after a six man,
six woman jury was

deadlocked for five hours in
its attempts to reach a
verdict in the first hearing of
the Morrow case.

Cirenit Judge Fred Wicker
also declared a mistrial in
the June term of Ccircuit
court when another jury of
six men and six women were
unable to reach a unanimous
decision in Morrow’s trial.

Most of the cases
scheduled for hearing in
October are cases that were
left over from previous court
terms, Circuit Clerk Travis
Cox said Tuesday.

Cases scheduled for trial
the last week in October
include:

Monday, Oct. 26

Scotty Roberts, 55, and
Mike Scott, 56, both of Route

2, Baldwyn, are scheduled to
face charges of burglary and
larceny in connection with a
theft at Floyd’s Sawmill in
July 1980.

Luther R. Whitley Jr., 21,
of Route 7, Booneville, and
Darryl Wayne Prather, 18,
of 103 Miller Drive,
Booneville, face trial on
charges of burglary and
larceny in connection with a
break-in at Livingson's
Grocery in March of this
year.

Jackie Eaton, 20, of 106
Marietta Street, Booneville,
faces trial on a charge of
burglary and larceny in
connection with a break-in
at Coleman’s Bar-B-Q in

(Continued on Page 21)

Gas Conversion Project

Awarded By City Board

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The Booneville Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
Tuesday night approved the
bid of a Florence, Ala.,
company to convert most of
the city's vehicles to operate
on natural gas.

The contract was awarded
.0 Nu-Fuel Systems of
America who bid $63,150
plus $2,877 for a conversion
kit. The only other bid
submitted was by Phillips
Energy Corporation of

Clearwater, Fla.. who bid
$63,169 on the project.
Although the Florida
company submitted the
lower of the two bids, Mayor
Charles Crabb pointed out in
Tuesday night's board
meeting that the company’s

bid did not meet the
specifications as advertised
by the city.

The city had advertised
for a ‘‘quick-fill'" system,
the Mayor said. Phillips
Energy Corporation bid on a
“slow-fill” system. he ad-

ded.
Although the city
originally advertised for a

bid to convert 21 -city
vehicles to natural gas
power, members of the

board said Tuesday night
that they do not feel it is
feasible to convert some of
the older or less used
vehicles to this system.
After discussion with
Oscar Peden. a represen-
tative of the Nu-Fuel

(Continued on Page 21)

The other man in the
quarrel then reportedly
pulled a .38 calibre
“Saturday Night Special”
pistol.

‘‘He shot the victim once
in the chest, witnesses said.
The injured man then at-
tempted to drive to a local
hospital from Rienzi, where
the shooting occurred in a
small community just out

Quarrel Over $6 Debt

from town,” the Alcorn
investigator said.

Earlier this week,
McCullough said a 47-year-
old male was being held for
questioning in the matter,
but no charges had been
filed.

“We are still talking to
witnesses,’’ the officer said.
“There were apparently
eight to ten people who saw
the entire incident.”

Rogers Autopsy Results
Delayed 4 to 6 Weeks

Prentiss County
authorities were notified last
week that it will be four to
six weeks longer before the
results of an autopsy per-
formed Aug. 13 on the
exhumed body of Prentiss
Countian Bynum Rogers are
returned.

Prentiss County Deputy
Sheriff Carl Sartin said
Monday the pathologist in
New Jersey who was to
perform the autopsy has
been teaching classes in
England and that is the
reason the autopsy results
have been delayed.

At the time of Rogers’
death five years ago he was
thought to have died of
natural causes. However, in
March of this year, ‘Sartin
received a call from

authorities in Lexington,
Tenn., saying a former
Prentiss County resident,
Richard Caldwell, who has
confessed to two murders in
Tennessee, had accused his
ex-wife, Lucille Morgan
Caldwell, of posioning
Bynum Rogers.

Caldwell told authorities
his wife put strychnine in a
bottle of whiskey she in-
tended for another man but
that Rogers drank the
whiskey instead.

The Caldwells rushed
Rogers, 60, to the Northeas:

- Mississippi Hospital, but

emergency root pertonpel
were unable to revive him.

Sartin said Caldwell is a
native of Kentucky, but he
and his wife and family lived
near New Site for two years.

Furniture Plant
To Open In Rienzi

The plant building in
Rienzi formerly occupied by
Wurlitzer has been leased by
Maylor Industries Inc. of
Haleyville, Ala.,, and the
company plans to start
production of pine living
room furniture as soon as
possible, Rienzi Mayor
Danny Lowrey said Wed-
nesday.

Taylor Davis, president of
Maylor Industries, who
is originally from Rienzi,
said at the town board
meeting Tuesday night he
hoped to hire 20 people by
the end of next week,
Lowrey said.

“If everything progresses
like Davis wants it to, the
number of employees will
increase to 80-90 people,”

Lowrey said.

The Rienzi Board of
Aldermen has allowed Davis
the use of the Town Hall so
he could begin taking job
applications Wednesday
afternoon.

The plant building for-
merly occupied by Wurtlizer
has been vacant about 1!,
years.

“It sounds good to get a
plant to move in after the
building has been empty a
good while. With the
economy slow it's hard to
attract people into a new
venture. I feel we are ex-
tremely fortunate to get
someone in the plant and
have jobs available for
people in the area,”
Lowrey said.

Career Night
Tonight At BHS

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District will
hold its second annual
Career Night program for
juniors, seniors and their
parents tonight at 7 in the
Booneville High _School

gymnasium.
Representatives from
different colleges,

vocational schools, business
organizations, and various
branches of the armed
forces will be on hand to
discuss with the students

and their parents op-
portunities available upon
graduation from high

school.

*This will be an excellent
opportunity for them to
investigate college choices
and future careers,’” said
Linda Clifton. guidance
counselor at BHS.

Conference tables will be
available for students and
parents. to talk with the

various representatives on
an individual basis.

Participants include:
Northeast Mississippi
Junior . College,. Blue
Mountain College,
Mississippi State Univer-
sity, Delta State University,
Mississippi University for
Women, The University of
Mississippi,

United States Navy,
Mississippi National Guard,
United States Marines,
Mississippi Hospital, Wallis-

Saylors Florist, IBM,
Prentiss Manufacturing,
The Banner-Independent,

Schweiger Industries, The
Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol,

Brown Shoe Company,
Mrs. Julius Lee Morris, The
University of Mississippi
Medical School, William
Carey College, Bellhaven
College, and The United
States Army.

said.

— A ‘Squirrel-ly’ Patient!

BOTTLE FED - If you have paid a visit to the Medical Clinic in Booneville during the
past couple of weeks, you may have seen an unusual siight — a baby squirrel being fed
from a doll’s bottle. Betty Warren, an employee at thie clinic, has been bringing the
young animal to work with her since her 14-year-old sion, Bill, found him about three
weeks ago in the woods behind their house at Mariettai. Nicknamed ‘Woodrow' by the
nurses at the clinic, the baby squirrel was about two '‘weeks old and had just the day
before opened his eyes for the first time when this pictlure was taken last Friday. The
Warrens keep Woodrow in a box at night with a light om to keep him warm. He is just
now beginning to want to get out of the box and do somme exploring, Mrs. Warren said.
Woodrow seems to be thriving on the attention and firequent feedings he gets at the
Medical Clinic - **and he doesn’t have Medicare or Medlicaid, either,” one of the nurses

(Photo by Ken Christian)

Highway Department To
Accept Bids On Hwy. 364

The Mississippi Highway
Department announced this
week that bids will be ac-
cepted on Oct. 27 for the
paving of approximately 7
miles of Highway 364 bet-
ween Altitude and Cairo in
Prentiss County.

The grade work on the
project, a Federal Aid

secondary road, wras
completed last year, ac-
cording to Kenneth Hurt of
the Highway Departme:nt.

The paving of the road will
consist of a doulble
bituminous surface, Hurt
said. It will involve mixiing
about 122,000 square yamds
of soil cement with the swil,

By National Association

he said.

The job will also involve
the use of about 20,000 tons of
crushed stone, he said.

““The bids will be accepted
on the 27th and it they are
approved by the Highway
Commission, work should

(Continued on Page 2)

Home Economist Honored

Mrs. Claire T. Ross,
Prentiss County Extension
Home Economist, has been
selected to receive a
Distinguished Service
Award from the National
Association of Extension
Home Economist.

The award will be
presented to Mrs. Ross
during the organization's
national meeting Oct. 11-16
in Las Vegas, Nev.

Mrs. Ross, a resident of
Booneville has been with the
Mississippi Cooperative
Extension Service for 17
years. She is active in the
Mississippi Association of
Extension Home

Economists and served as
assistant director of that
organization in 1980.

Mrs. Ross has also been
selected to appear in the 11981

edition of *“Who's Wiho
Among American
Educators.”

Mrs. Ross’ leadership mas
led to a wide variety of
program opportunities Ifor
the families in Prentiiss
County. Among the mdst
successful of these
programs are ‘‘“‘Weight-OXf-
Wisely,” an interior desiign
class, and the Prentiiss
County Mini-Fair, which is
structured each year to
involve the entire familly.

MRS. CLAIRE T. ROSS






