Che

‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

Banner - Independent

Vol. 84

Number 31

Booneville, Mississippi

Phone 728-6214

52 Pages

25 Cents

Thursday, October 1, 1981

iger Stadium

Official Dedication Ceremonies

To Be Saturday Night At 7

Formal dedication
ceremonies for the Nor-
theast Junior College’s
newly renovated Tiger
Satdium will be at 7 p.m.
Saturday, immediately
prior to the Northeast-Hinds
football game kickoff at
7-30, according to Northeast
president, Harold T. White.

Replacing the wooden
structure that has been in
use at the college for a
number of years, the new
facility is made of rust-free
alumninm with a galvanized
steel understructure. The
new grandstands are of a

closed-deck design.

Seating capacity for the
practically  maintenance-
firee facility is 5,200, an in-
crease of 2,200 over the
fiormer stadium.

The new stadium extends
26 rows high, as opposed to
tthe old stadium’s nine rows,
giving a much better
wiewing position for Tiger
fians. Also, between the seats
and the field there are no
posts or other obstacles
which could hinder the view
of the game.

Atop the homeside (west
sside) of the stadium is a 72-

foot long press box.

Unlike the older facility,
the new grandstands load
from the rear.

Another plus noted by
President White is that *“‘the
stands may be added to in
the future with no trouble as
far as design and looks.”

“This is something we
have needed to do for some
time,” White said of the
renovation of the stadium.
“Qur facilities were not at
all satisfactory.”

The cost of the completed
renovation is near one-half
million dollars.

NEARS COMPLETION—Northeast Junior College athletic director Bill
Ward (left) is all smiles as college president Harold T. White (right) and
Thomas Keenum, president of the college’s board of trustees, congratulate
each other on the nearing completion of the total renovation of Tiger

Stadium. The construction crew is working frantically to put the finishing

touches on the stadium so that it will be ready for Saturday night's
dedication «ceremonies, which will be followed by the Northeast-Hinds
football game. College officials are hoping for a near capacity crowd for
this, the first game (o be played in the renovated stadium.

(Photo by Ken Christian)

A '‘ROCKING’ GOOD TIME-—The M.Y.F. of the Carolina Methodist
~hurch held a rock-a-thon from 10 a.m. te 5 p.m. Saturday in the parking
lot of the First Methodist Church in Booneville. Each participant arranged
for a sponsor to pay a certain amount for each hour rocked. Proceeds from
the rock-a-thon will help pay for a trip to the Worlds Fair in Chattanooga.

For Using Ineligible Players

S

Participants in the fund-raiser Saturday are (clockwise from lower left)
Brenda McCarley, Mary Koon, Sis Koon, Patsy Martin and Grant, David
Presley, David Burress, Tracy Young, Sherry Young, Pam Young, Holley
Koon, Annette Koon, Cathy Gullett, Toni Chittom, Nancy Adams, Melonie
McCarley and (in the center) Roy Koon.

Booneville Schools On Athletic Probation

By LEE GENTRY

Sports Editor
Booneville High School
has been placed on

probation by the Mississippi
High Schoel Activities
Association, it was an-
nounced last week.
Booneville city school
superintendent Robert
Griffin said he received the

actual notification Tuesday
morning. It states that the
school system has been
placed on probation from
Sept. 21 until Dec. 4.

According to the official
s«chool’s probation was due
to ineligible players on the
football team. These players
live outside the school’s

In brief. ..

with this special issue.

‘First Bank’ Begins Operations

Barring any unforeseen last minute delays, the First
Citizens National Bank, based in Tupelo, was to finalize its
purchase of the Booneville bramch of the First Mississippi
Bank of Commerce this morning and immediately take
over operation of the Booneville banking facility.

Although bank officials say they will begin serving
customers immediately, the grand opening of the new
facility is scheduled for Oct. 12-21, with ribbon cutting
ceremonies set for Monday, Oct. 12.

The purchase of the Booneville branch of the Walnut-
based First Mississippi Bank of Commerce was first
announced in May of this year. However the transaction
was subject to the approval of several regulatory agencies
and the bank's shareholders.

‘Remember When’Is Here

Inside today's Banner-Independent
second annual ‘‘Remember When" section.

Not only is it crammed with old photos of Prentiss
County and stories of days gome by, but it also contains
advertisements for “Old Fashion Sales Day'' specials
being featuring by many local merchants in conjunction

We hope you will take a little time to look through the
seclion and do a little “remennbering when'" yourself.

you will find our

district and have not
established proper
requirements, it said.

During this time of
probation, the school’'s
football team will not be
eligible for any tournament
play or any post season bowl
games.

Booneville High School
will also have to forfeit their

win over Fulton. One of the
ineligible players par-
ticipated and had physical
contact in that game.
According to the probation
rules, three Booneville High
School players will have to,
sit out the remainder of the
1981 season and will not be
eligible to play any games
through Sept. 21 of next

First Change In 5 Years

vear.

The probationary period,
which extends through Dec.
4, also includes Booneville’s
participation in basketball
during this length of time.
The school's basketball
team cannot play in any
tournament through the

{Continued on Page 12)

Tags Now On Sale

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

New automobile license
plates go on sale today, Oct.
1, in Prentiss County.

Tax  Assessor-Collector
Danny Childers said-Monday
the county sells about 20,000
tags annually.

The new tags are a

- patriotic_ red, white and

blue,

“If a-person’s tag expires
in October or later he will
receive a new license plate
this year,”” Childers said.

About 5,000 tags are ex-
pected to be sold this month,
he said.

“October is our heaviest
month for car tag sales,” he
said.

All vehicle license plates
were changed each October
until five years ago. In 1976
the state altered the system
Lo allow five year tags to be

updated by decals.
Many of the cars onwhich

‘tags were due in October

five years ago have been
traded off and now have tag
expiration dates in other
months, but it still hasn’t
evened out and the majority

of tags are sold in October,
he said.

The county revenue from
tag sales in August was
about $40,000.

“We sell more tags for
used cars. Not as many
people are buying new
cars,” Childers said.

The tax assessor-collector
said the mailing system
used in the past few yeas to
issue decals will also be used
to mail tags to Prentiss
Countians.

The mailing fee for sen-
ding out tag renewal notices
was raised from $.75 to $1
this month, Childers said.

“Postage costs us $1.20
plus we have to buy en-
velopes,” he said. People
picking up their tags at the
courthouse are not refunded
the $1 mailing fee.

‘“‘People don’t get the $1
back, even if they come in to
buy the tag,” Childers said.

Childers said that after a
person receives the new
license tag, the old tag
should be destroyed.

Applications for per-
sonalized tags will also be
taken at the tax assessor-
collector’s office beginning
today.

Personalized tags will cost
an additional $75 plus the
regular fee paid for the tags.
The State Tax Commission
in Jackson will mail the tags
to customers. Childers said
about six weeks will be
required for delivery of
personalized tags.

Local Unemployment
Rate Drops In August

Prentiss County's;
unemployment rate for
August showed a decrease:
from the previous month.
However, the overall state:
uaemployment  figure
shywed a slight ingrease,

. The unemployront rate
for Prentiss  County im
August was 69 percent,,

‘down .7 percenf from the:

July rate of /7.6 pestent,,
according to the latest.
figures from the Mississippil

Employment Security
Commission in Corinth.

During August, MESC
reports there were 9,620
employed in the civilian
labor force in Prentiss
County and 710 upem-
cioyeds. This compares to
9,790 employed and 800
unemployed in July.

_The county’s total
civilian' labor force during
August was 10,330, down 260

from the July figure of

10,590. The total civilian
labor force is a combination
of all those employed and
unemployed in Prentiss
County; that is, all those
available for work.

‘The number of
mantuiacturing job openings
in Prentiss County in August
was 2870. The figure for
non-manufacturing job
openings was 3,570.

August Tax Receipts Indicate

Increase In Local Sales

Booneville’s sale tax
collections from trade in
July were up 13.1 percent
over the same month last
year, totaling $44,286, as
compared to $39,155 in July
1980, figures released by the:
State Tax Commission show..

The report showed that:
general fund collections:
during the first two months:
of the new fiscal year were:
up more than $16 million..

Tax Commission Chair-

man A.C. “Butch” Lambert
said collections between
July 1 and Aug. 31 totaled
$164.2 million.

Some of the area
municipal collections with
1980 figures in parentheses
are:

Aberdeen, $48,992
($37,957); Baldwyn, $19.533
($19,049); Booneville,
$44,286 ($39,155); Bruce,
$17.434 (%$16,187); Calhoun
City, $17,016 ($12,682):

Corinth, $108,473 ($97,870);

Fulton, $27,483 ($24,204);
Houston, $28,159 ($26,527);
Tuka, $42,240 (%$27,271);
Nettleton, $15,796 ($7,028):
New Albany, $55,133
($47,168); Okolona, $14,341
($13,922)

Oxford, $82,194 ($74,183);
Pontotoc, $36,016 ($30,632);
Ripley, $36,037 ($33,850);
Tupelo, $355,829 ($275,756);
Verona, $22,473 ($8,205); and
West Point, $53,235 ($49,304).

NEW TAGS—Prentiss County Tax Assessor-Collector Danny Childers is shown with the
new red, white and blue automobile license plates that go on sale today. If a person’s tag
expires in October, or thereafter. he will receive a new license plate this year.

(Photo by Angela Smith)






