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32.6 Million Budget Approved

Supervisors Adopt Dual Millage Rate

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter
The Prentiss County
oard of Supervisors has
pproved a $2.6 million
¢ eral budget for fiscal
ear 1981-82 that includes,
ossibly for the first time
ver, two different millage
ates for the county.
Supervisors have ap-
roved millage rates of 93.50
w Districts 2 and 5 and 95.50
w Districts, 1,3 and 4.

I Rogers’ Case

This means the tax rate
for: land owners in Districts 2
and 5is $9.35 for each $100 of
asssessed property valuation.
In Districts 1, 3 and 5, the
ratte is $9.55 for each $100 of
asssessed valuation.

J.P. Davis, president of
the board of supervisors,
saiid Monday the difference
in ‘the millage rates is due to
rejpayment of disaster loans
daiting back to 1972.

“‘It’s time to start paying

back the loans now,” Davis
said.

He said this is the first
time, at least in the memory
of the supervisors, that the
county has had two different
millage rates.

Last year’s total budget
was $2,849,408. This included
$125,995 in CETA funds
which were unavailable this
year.

The millage rate last year
was 93.25, meaning that the

No Word On Autopsy

Prentiss County
uthorities are still awaiting
he results of an autopsy
serformed on the exhumed

ly of Prentiss Countian
3ynum Rogers, who at the
ime of his death five years
ago, was thought to have
lied of natural causes.

A former Prentiss County
-esident, Richard Caldwell,
who has confessed to two
murders in Tennessee has
accused his ex-wife of
poisoning the man whose
sudy was exhumed here
Aug. 13.

Tissue samples were
takken from Rogers’ body
and sent to New Jersey for
amalysis. Prentiss County
Desputy Sheriff Carl Sartin
saiid at the time of the
exthumation he expected the
awtopsy results to be
returned in three to six
weeeks,

{Sartin said he received a
caill in March of this year
friom authorities in
Lexington, Tenn., saying
Caldwell had confessed that
his wife, Lucille Morgan
Caldwell had poisoned

Rogers.

However, Caldwell told
authorities his wife put
strychnine in a bottle of
whiskey she intended for
another man. But, Caldwell,
told authorities, Rogers
drank the whiskey instead.

The Caldwells rushed
Rogers, 60, to the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital, but
emergency room personnel
were unable to revive him.

Sartin said Caldwell is a
native of Kentucky, but he
and his wife and family lived
near New Site for two years.

Local Attorney Asks For
Support Of Usury Law

Booneville attorney
Donald Franks is asking
U.S. Rep. Jamie Whitten (D-
Miss.) to support a national
usury law which would limit
interest rates to a fixed
percentage rate yearly.

“The remedy for the
unprecedentedly high in-
L cest rates has been
languishing in your back
yard for almost two years,”
Franks told Whitten in a
letter on Sept. 14.

He referred Whitten to a
bill authored by Rep. M.G.
“Gene” Snyder (R-Ky.)

which would restrict the
interest rates on all loans
~yove $300 to 10 percent
yearly. The bill was in-
troduced in the U.S. House
two years ago, but has now

i - .

been allowed to expire.

Franks indicated to The
Banner-Independent this
week that he feels such a
usury law would be a major
step in getting a grip on the
nation’s economy.

He said that Rep. Snyder
told him that as much as 90
percent of the money
borrowed in the U.S. is
borrowed by the U.S.
government. Paying the
high interest rates on this
money just contributes even
more to the nation’s budget
problems, Franks indicated.

“Traditionally, it has been
necessary to restrain the
greed of money lenders by
the strong arm of the law,”
Franks said in his letter to
Whitten. ‘“Anything less

than the penalty of the law
has never, and in my
opinion, will never suffice.”

“Jesus was faced with the
same problem, and He drove
the money changers out of
the Temple,” Franks wrote.

“As long as usury laws
were in effect, most bankers
and other lenders abided the
law and their greed and
avarice never surfaced,” he
continued. “Once legal
restraints were removed,
the law of the jungle reap-
peared.”

“Won’t you please help
drive the money changers
once again from the Tem-
ple?”” Franks asked in
concluding his letter to the
U.S. Congressman.

millage rate has been raised
2Y%; mils in Districts 1, 3 and
4 and % mil in Districts 2
and 5.

This year supervisors
added two mils to cover
expenses for property
reappraisal which is to be
completed by 1983.

The budget shows a total
of $1,008,630 in disbur-
sements from the county’s
general fund, a decrease of
$135,681 as compared to last

LISTENING TO PROBLEMS—State Commissioner of Insurance George
Dale (left) listens as Shirley Henderson describes a personal insurance
problem at the Boonevitle City Hall last week. Dale spent most of the day in
Booneville, He spoke to a law enforcement class at Northeast Junior
College Thursday morning, was guest speaker at the local Lions Club

year's budget of $1,144,311.

The supervisors allocated
a total of $944,300 as road
work and bridge funds for
the five districts as com-
pared to $1,031,975 in the 1980
budge. The 1979 budget was
$952,420.

Allocations for the

districts were: District 1,
$185,960; District 2, $178,960;
District 3, $181,460; District
4, $161,960; and District 5,
$235,960.

Insurance Commissioner Says

The differences in the
figures on the road work
budgets in the five districts
are due to a carry-over from
one year to the next, Davis
said.

“If the district didn’t
spend as much money as
was allocated last year, the
money is carried over into
the next year,” he said.

Road Work Shops are
currently being built in
Districts 1 and 4 to house

road work equipment. The
budget shows District 1 with
$18,156 and District 4 with
$11,186 left to spend on the
$36,000 project.

Work is epxected to be
completed on both shops in
about six weeks, Larry
Barron, First District

" Supervisor said Tuesday.

Budget increases were
approved for the Sheriff’s
Department, the Tax
Assessor-Collector’s office,

county fire protection,
sanitation costs, hospitals,
justice courts, juvenile
court, regional library,
county pauper’'s fund, cir-
cuit and chancery court
expenses and civil defense.

Reduced budget
allocations included the
Chancery Clerk’s office,
Circuit Clerk’s office,
maintenance of buildings

(Continued on Page 23)

s e

meeting at nioon, and then met with local residents Thursday afternoon to
help them wiith their own insurance problems. One of the Commissioner's
responsibilitiies is to see that insurance companies perform in accordance
with state liaw. This means he often has to conduct investigations of
companies mnd-or agents against whom complaints have been filed.

Many Factors Affect Insurance Rates

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
Uninsured motorists in the
state are causing a problem
for those motorists who do
purchase such  insurance,
State Commissioner of
Insurance George Dale told
members of the Booneville
Lion’s Club last Thursday.
“When 1 first went into
office (in 1976) 33 percent of
the drivers in the state didn’t

have liability insurance,”’
Dale said.

Instead of improving over
the years, this figure has
gottenworse, He said 44
percent of the state’s drivers
did not have at least liability
insurance last year.

And if an insured motorist
has an accident that is
judged to be the fault of one
of these uninsured

motorists, the insured

motorist usually loses.

“You can’t sue him,
because he usually doesn’t
own anything but a
clanker,” Dale said.

“Your own insurance will
pay (the repair bills),” he
said, “but you pay $200
(deductible fee) for being at
the wrong place at the wrong
time.”

And if such accidents
happen often to a motorist,

| Muscadines

Reaping The Fruits Of His Labor

he may find his own in-
surance rates going up, even
if he was not at fault in any
of the accidents.

Dale said that in each of
the last two sessions of the
state legislature bills were
introduced that would
prohibit the raising of in-
surance premiums as the
result of a non-chargeable
action.

“Unfortunately,

In brief...

these

bills have not gotten out of
committee,’”’ he said.

DALE, WHO ALSO serves
as the state Fire Marshall,
cited the large number of
arsons in the state as also
having an influence on the
high insurance rates.

He said there has been a
recent 26 percent increase in

(Continued on Page 23)

Winter To Speak At Banquet

Gov. William Winter has consented to be the guest
speaker at next year’s membership banquet for the
Prentiss County Development Association.

PCDA executive director Doug Mansell said Tuesday

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

When most people think of
muscadines, they think of
the native kind that grow
wild throughout the state.

However, to at least one
Prentiss Countian,
muscadines are a crop to be
harvested and sold, just as
other farmers harvest and
sell their soybeans and
cotton.

Glenn Goodwin of

Booneville currently has
three acres of muscadines
growing on a section of his
land in the Little Brown
Bottom, located about one
mile north of the New Site
Post Office.

Goodwin started his
vineyard three years ago,
but this is the first year for
him to reap a harvest.

For the first two years of
growth, the vines must be
kept from bearing a crop by

physically removing the
berries as they appear. This
enables the vines to build
strength, Goodwin said.

The Thousand Oaks
Winery, located about 5
miles east of Starkville on
old Hwy. 82 and owned and
operated by Bob Bergin and
Russell Jones, has con-
tracted with Goodwin to buy
his crop this year.

(Continued on Page 2)

that the organization’s board of directors voted Monday
night to hold the banquet on Jan. 28, 1982, at the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

This will be the sixth annual membership meeting of the
development association.

Mansell said the governor has confirmed in writing
that he will attend the meeting.

City Schools Receive Grant

The Booneville Municipal Separate School District has
been awarded two Career Education Incentive Act Grants
totaling $6,000.

Under Public Law 95207, the Career Education
Incentive Act, Mississippi was allocated approximately
$110,000 to assist in preparing students for the world of
work, a spokesman for the Booneville Schools said.

To carry out the intent of this law, the Mississippi State
Department of Education awarded grants on a com-
petitive basis to distribute the allocated monies.

A $5,000 Training Grant awarded to the Booneville
Schools is aimed specifically at improving the com-
petencies of educators and others to implement career
education concepts, the spokesman said. Preferences will
be given to practices and techniques to effect change in
the instructional programs for elementary and secondary
students.

A $1,000 Mini Grant awarded to the city schools is aimed
specifically at the delivery of career information to
students in a direct action or via indirect action, the school
spokesman said.






