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25 Cents

atural Gas
ates Are
To Increase

" The cost of natural gas for
Booneville residents is going
up approximately 12.3
percent, according to
Marvin Burcham, manager
of the Booneville Gas
Company.

At the present time,
Booneville natural gas
customers are paying $3.66

per 1,000 cubic feet, Bur-
cham said Wednesday,
When the new rate takes
effect, probably in
November, customers will
be paying $4.11 per '1,000
cubic feet, he said.

Inflqtionary costs of parts,

materia]. a'ndvfuel have
caused the rate increase, he
said.

“Our suppliers have
raised their cost to us and we
have to absorb the cost by
raising our customer’s
rates,” he said.

The increase was ap-
proved by the city’s board of
mayor and aldermen at
their regular meeting on
Tuesday of last week.

Natural gas used by
Booneville residents comes
from Southern Texas,
Louisiana and the Gulf
Coast.

U.S. Grand Jury
Indicts Local Man

A Booneville man has
been indicted by a federal
grand jury in Oxford on
charges of receiving and
concealing stolen motor
vehicles and other mer-
chandise moving across
state lines.

The five-count indictment
was returned against
Howard M. Padgett of Route
3, Booneville. He is charged
with receiving and con-
cealing a tractor-trailer
truck and a car and with
making false statements

concerning security
property on loan ap-
plications.

Specifically, the first
count of the indictment

charges that between Sept.
17, 1978, and Jan. 16, 1980,
Padgett received and
concealed a 1978 tractor-
trailer truck moving bet-
ween Tennessee and
Mississippi. According to
the indictment, the truck
was known to have been
stolen.

The second count charges
Padgett with making false
statements and overvaluing
security property in an
effort to influence the action
of the Northeast Mississippi
Production Credit
Association in his ap-
plication for a $20,000 loan.

The indictment alleges
that on Sept. 20, 1978,
Padgett claimed a truck he
was using as security

MASTER CLASS—While the other students await their turns, Dr.
Vatalia da Roza (standing at the piano) listens to Tracey Saylors perform
t the plano during a master class Dr. da Roza conducted for several local
udents Tuesday afternoon. Dr. da Roza, associate professor of piano at
e University of Mississippi, gave a piano concert Tuesday night in the

property for the loan was
valued at $22,000 and was
purchased at Hartley Truck
Parts in Munice, Ind.

The truck offered a
security for the loan was
the stolen truck, the in-
dictment charges. It claims
he had transfered the
vehicle identification
number of a salvaged
vehicle, valued at only
$2,500, to the stolen one.

The third count of the
indictment  specifically
charges that Padgett
pledged a stolen vehicle as
security for the loan.

The indictment against
Padgett also charges him
with receiving and con-
cealing a stolen Ford
Thunderbird between Nov.
21, 1979, and Jan. 14, 1980.

According to the in-
dictment, this vehicle was
also used as security on a
loan application.

The vehicle was over-
valued at $6,500 for a $3,500
loan application with a
Booneville bank on Sept. 7,
according to the indictment.
The vehicle’s salvage value
was only $800, the in-
dictment charges.

Padgett’s arraignment
has been set for 2 p.m.
Tuesday in Oxford before
U.S. Magistrate Norman
Gillespie. If convicted on all
five counts, Padgett could
face up to 24 years in prison
and-or fines up to $30,000.

— Opening Game

GREAT BEGINNING—Booneville High School's Blue Devils got the new football
season off to a good start Friday night with their 7-6 win over the Fulton Indians. In the
phote at right, head coach Charles Gullett (back) and assistant coach Riley Presley look
on anxiously during a tense moment in the game. In the top left photo, Ray Holloway

*

(14) is brought down by Fulton players, but not after a yardage gain. Larry Mackin (88)
attempts to break up thee defense. In the bottom left photo, the Booneville cheerleaders
celebrate after the Blue Devils come from behind to take the lead. For more on this
week’s action, see the ssports section in today’s paper. (Photos by Ken Christian.)

Effective Oct. 2

Power Rates To Increase 8.6 Percent

Prentiss Countians will
see another increase in their
electric power bills next
month.

Last week, the TVA board
of directors approved an
increase in electric rates of
8.6 percent for most of the
Tennessee Valley's 2.5
million rate payers.

But, J.W. Abernathy,
manager of the Prentiss

County Electric Power
Association said Tuesday,
TVA hopes from this point
on an increase in the power

:es Hall auditorium at Northeast Junior College. Her performance was

bill once a year will be
sufficient to meet their
bonding obligation.

“Power goes up to us and
we’ll have to go up on our
members,’’ Abernathy said.

TVA supplies the electric
power distributed by the
Prentiss County Electrie
Pewer Association.

The increase, which TVA
officials say was needed to
offset rising fuel costs, in-
terest rates and general
inflation, will become ef-
fective Oct. 2.

Development

Association.

For residential con-
sumers and large industries,
the rate increase will
average 8.6 percent. Rates
for small commercial and
industrial consumers will
increase 7.8 percent, while
medium-sized industrial
consumers will receive an
8.7 percent increase.

“With operating expenses,
interest charges and related
costs totaling about $4.5
billion and projected gross
revenues of only about $4.1
billion, additional revenue of

the first of a three-part cultural series being co-sponsored by Northeast
and the Prentiss County
remaining concerts--a woodwind quintet in October and the full Tupelo
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus in December-- are available at the P( DA
" office across from the courthouse.

Tickets for the

(Photo by Ken Christian)

$380 million is required to
maintain a financialy sound
power system,” said TVA
Manager of Power Hugh
Parris.

After the rate increase, a
typical monthly residemtial
power bill for 1,000
kilowatthours will increase
from $42.05 to $45.67.

The $45.67 bill would :still
be lower than eight major
U.S. cities and all of 12
Southeastern cities ina TVA
survey except for Charlotte,
N.C., where the cost would

For New Dorms

be $44. Of the 20-city survey,
11 had rate increases pen-
ding when the survey was
taken in July, including the
utility serving Charlotte,
Parris said.

During the preliminary
Quarterly Rate Review in
August, Parris told the
board members that
depending upon favorable
weather and availability of
generating equipment, the
proposed rate increase
would be the only one for
fiscal year 1982, which ends

Sept. 30 of next year.

“Costs are rising despite
our best efforts to cut ex-
penses in those areas over
which we have direct con-
trol,” said Parris. “During
the past several months we
have made substantial cuts
in the fiscal year 1982 budget
through reductions in
manpower, hiring
limitations, and increased
efficiency throughout
the Office of Power.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Northeast Junior College
To Readvertise Bids

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Northeast Mississippi
Junior College officials have
been advised by the Far-
mers Home Administration
(FmHA) in Jackson ithat,
due to the pecessity of
redesigning the proposed
new women’s dormitory at
the college, a contracit for
building a new men’s dor-
mitory can not be awairded
at this time.

On Tuesday of last we:ek at
a special board meetimg to
receive dormitory con-
struction bids, it was
determined that the original
plan for a a five-story
women’s dorm was not
financially feasible andl that
the dorm would have tto be
redesigned.

At that meeting,
Northeast board vote:d to

the

suggest to FmHA that the
low bidder on the men’'s
dorm, S&S Construction Co.,
of Corinth, be accepted and
to award no contract on the
women’s dorm until it has
been redesigned and bids
have been readvertised.
However,, FmHA officials
have notified the college that
the contract for the men’s
dorm can not be awarded at

this time because both
contracts have to be
awarded simultaneously.

Therefore, the entire project
will have to be readvertised.

At, the regular board
meeting on Tuesday of this
week, the NE board voted to

rescind their motign of last ~

week accepting S&S Con-
struction’s bid of $1.6 million
to build the men’s dorm.
Oct. 13 has been set as the
date to receive new bids on
the construction. The board

voted to include construction .
of a bathhouse for a campus
swimming pool project as an
alternate in the Lonstructmn
bids. y
“We thought we had a
firm bid last Tuesday. (for
the men’s dorm) "until we
were notified by the FmHA

they had rejected our
request. Now - we're
r ving in a different
direction,”’- NE -President
Harold White said.

“For all practical pur-
poses, the women’s dorm

will be a duplicate of the
men’s dorm,” Thomas
Keenum, NE board chair-
man, said.

The men's dorm will
feature motel-type, outdoor
corridors.

The two new dorms will
each house about 130

(Continued on Page 2)






