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_County Agrees
To Underwrite
. Steel Center Bonds

Prentiss County last week
agreed to underwrite bonds

for a proposed steel service

center at Yellow Creek Port,
J.P. Davis, president of the
..Jsard of Supervisors, said
Monday.

Davis said the Prentiss
County Board of Supervisors
voted to underwrite 20
percent of bonds for a
projected $450,000 expansion
effort at the Iuka port.

He said they anticipate the
revenue from the steel
~nryice center will repay the
bond.

Port officials said counties
would not be required to
collect taxes to repay the
debt, unless the port
defaulted. . :

Prentiss is the second
local county to back the
expansion proposal. Alcorn
supervisors agreed Monday
v last week to underwrite
one-third of the bond issue
for the port.

Tishomingo County will
also be asked to underwrite
a portion of the bonds.

The expansion proposal
calls for the construction of
a 12,000 square foot addition
to the terminal facility.

About 2,000 square feet of

house a steel slitter. Which
wiould cut the metal to
smpecified sizes. Space in the
adldition and the present
facility would be needed for
stworage of processed steel,

“Underwriting this bond is
thie first step in getting real
industry to each of the three
counties,’’ Davis said. “This
wiill mean we’ll have steel
awailable for industries that
miight use a lot of steel.”

Port officials are
negotiating with an Ohio-
based steel firm for location
off a steel service center at
thie port. The firm would
imvest about $400,000 in
equuipment and $1 million in
inwventory.

Port Director Neil Davis
saiid 400,000 tons of steel is
usied annually within a 75-
miile radius of the port.

The port director said he
wiill take the port proposal to
Tiishomingo supervisors
early this month.

Underwriting by the three

* county boards will allow

port officials to conclude
neegotiations with the Ohio
firm. Work on the expansion
wrould begin within six
.months of final county

the addition would be used to  ajpproval, he said.

In brief. ..

Holiday Closings Annom;ced

Monday is Labor Day and many local establishments
-will be closed in observance off the holiday.

Classes will not meet Monda'y at Prentiss County and
Booneville schools, nor at Norttheast Junior College. The
Prentiss County Courthouse, Booneville City Hall and
Booneville Post Office will also be closed at that time.

The Banner-Independent’s oiffice will also be closed
Monday for the heliday. The deeadline for all news copy
and classified advertising for niext week’s paper is noon
Tuesday. The deadline for disprlay advertising is 2 p.m.

Tuesday.

Piano Concert Tuesday

Dr. Natalia da Roza, associate professor of piano at The
University of Mississippi, will appear in a piano concert at
8 p.m. next Tuesday, Sept. 8, in the Hines Hall auditorium
at Northeast Junior College.

It was incorrectly reported last week that the concert

would be at 3 p.m.

Dr. da Roza’s piano concert will be the first in a series of
three cultural programs sponsored jointly by the Prentiss
Tounty Development Association and Northeast Junior

College. !

Dr. da Roza will also teach a master class for local
piano students on the afternoon of her concert. Doug
Mansell, PCDA executive director, said Tuesday that the
class is already filled. However, he said anyone who
would like tosit in the audience and watch during the class
should come to Hines Hall from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday.

The second program will feature a woodwind quintet
from the Tupelo Symphony Orchiestra on Oct. 27. The final
~rogram in the series will feature the entire Tupelo
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus performing the
Christmas portions of “The Messiah” on Dec. 13.

Advanced tickets, good for alll three performances, are
available for $10 from members of the PCDA. For more
information, contact Doug Manssell at the PCDA office at

728-3505.

Thursday, September 3, 1981

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN—If they had looked through the window of the cafeteria door,
anyone visiting the Marietta school about 11 a.m. Friday would have seen Dr. Dexter
Montgomery speaking to the teachers of the Prentiss County School District as part of a
two-day in-service training program. Dr. Montgomery, a former teacher at the Marietta
school, is now principal of the Amory Middle School. For more on the in-service training,

see Page 10.

In County School District

Board Member
Resigns Seat

A former Prentiss County
Chancery Clerk has been
appointed to serve the
remaining term of a county
school board member who
has resigned.

Fourth District school
board member J.C. Rum-
mage, who recently moved
to a residence within the city
limits of Booneville,
resigned his seat on the
county board of education
following a recommendation
that he do so by the office of
State Attorney General Bill
Allain.

According to Allain’s
office, Rummage is no
longer eligible to serve on
the county school board
since he no longer lives in
that district.

The remaining four
members of the board voted
unanimously to appoint

former chancery clerk Gene
Gray. to fill the vacancy.

Rummage’s term was to
have expired in January
1983 and he would have been
up for re-election in
November of next year.

According to state law, if a
position on the school board
becomes vacant, the
remaining members may, if
they agree unanimously,
appoint someone to fill that
position until the next
genera] election.

-Since the date of the next
general election coincides
with the date the Fourth
District school board seat
comes up for election, Gray
will serve the entire
remaining one year and four
months of Rummage’s term.

If the four remaining
school board members had

not been able to agree on a
replacement for Rummage,
state law requires that there
would have required a
special election to fill the
post.

Gray was appointed to the
school board position at the
‘Aug. 19 meeting of the
board.

At that time, Supt. Lex
Cain prepsented two letters
to the board. One contained
the signatures of 10 persons
recommending that Johnny
Lee Williams be appointed
to replace Rummage on the -
board. The other contained
45 signatures recom-
mending that Gene Gray be
appointed.

Supt. Cain recommended
to the board that Gray be
appointed to fill the -
vacancy, and the board
unanimously agreed.

Insurance Commissioner

To Meet With Local Citizens

Prentiss Countians with
guestions abou. insurance
problerns will have zn (op-
portunity to discuss them
with the State Insurance
Commissioner here next
Thursday. P

Insurance Commissioner
George Dale told The
Banner-Independent
Monday that he will be in the
board room of the Booneville
City Hall from 1:15 until 2

Dorm Construction Delayed

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The proposed five-story
women’s dormitory at
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College will have to
be redesigned, to possibly a
three-story dorm, and bids
readvertised because the
five-story dorm is too ex-

pensive, it was decided by
the NEMJC Board of

. Trustees Tuesday afternoon.

The college is going ahead
with the construction of the
three-story men’s dorm.

S&S Construction Co. of
Corinth agreed to build the
men’s dorm for $1.06
million. This company was

also the low bidder on the
women’s dorm with a bid of
$1.33 million.

NEMJC officials will need
about $500,000 of the loan for
interest, engineering, ar-
chitectural and legal .costs.

Trustees voted to suggest
to the FmHA the low bidder
on the men’s dorm be ac-

cepted and to award no
contract on the women’s
dorm until it has been
redesigned and readvertised
for bids.

At Tuesday’s regular
board meeting, board
chairman Thomas Keenum

(Continued on Page 2)

p.m. Thursday, Sept. 10, to
meet with
has any questions reiativé io
insurance prok«ems or ari
services that we could
provide-anyone dealing with
insurance.”

Dale said he will be in
Northeast Mississippi on
business for a couple of days
next week and will spend
much of Thursday °in

“aayhody s ha

Booneville.

In addition to meeting
with ~irizens at City Hall, he
will also be the guest
speaker at the noon meeting
of the Booneville Lions Club
Thursday at the Town Motel.

He said he will probably
also speak to students in
some classes at Northeast
Junior College while he is
here.

8 comes your way today.

Kickoff!

The Banner-Indepen-
dent's 1981 football outlook

Inside today’s paper is a
complete look at the local
football teams,
cheerleaders and bands, as
well as a gridiron review of
the area college teams. All
inside this week.

City Board Continues To Look For Budget Cuts

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
Looking for ways to tut
spending and maintain a
balanced budget continued

to receivée much discussion

at the city’s regular board
meeting Tuesday night at
City Hall.

Last month, while working
on the budget for the new

fiscal year beginning on Oct.
1, the board of mayor and
aldermen voted hot to grant
any raises to city employees
this year.

Later, they decided ‘that
was not enough and that the
number of city employees
would have to be cut if the
city is to maintain a
balanced budget. The hiring

of new employees had been
frozen sometime earlier.

At a recessed meeting of
the board on Aug. 24, Mayor
Charles Crabb asked each of
the aldermen to have their
department heads look at
their individual depart-
ments to see where layoffs
could be made.

Alderman Charles Steen,

police commissoner, was the
only one to report any
specific plans at Tuesday
night’s meeting. He said the
police department can be
cut by five employees.
The dog catcher; the file
clerk-metermaid, and the
park ranger will be laid off,
he said. Another employee,

officer David Wesson, has '

applied for admission tothe
Highway Patrol Academy
and plans to leave the
department voluntarily.

Steen said another officer,
whom he did not name, may
possibly be brought before
the board on charges.

The police commissioner
also suggested that the
police department’s budget

could be cut by getting rid of
the department’s police dog,
He said it costs quite a bit
each month to maintain the
dog.

THE OTHER ALDER-
MEN indicated they are still
studying their departments

(Continued on Page 2)

Artist’s Rendering Of Proposed Gay Roden Carr Aquatic Center

At Northeast Junior College

Aquatic Center Bids

Officials at Northeast;
Mississippi Junior College:
this week released an ar-
tist's rendering of the:
proposed Gay Roden Carr
Aquatic Center.

The center will be con-
structed on the school’s:
campus as . the result of
recent gifts, valued in ex-
cess of $170,000, to the
Northeast Development
Foundation Inc.

The gifts were presented
by Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Roden,
Emmett Carr, Melody,
Joshua and Rosemary Carr,

and Zane D. Roden, family
members of the late Mrs.
Carr who was a former
Northeast student.

The school’'s board of
trustees accepted the gifts
with the commitment that
institutional funds and other
donations to the Foundation
would be used for the
completion of the project.

Northeast President
Harold White said this week
that a late spring date is
anticipated for the letting of
bids for construction of the
facilities.

Expected In Late Spring

Tne proposed center will
be valued at $220,000 upon
completion, he said. It will
include an eight-lane pool, 25
meters in length, and an
auxiliary, complete with
dressing rooms and lockers,
office space, restrooms and
classrooms.

A definite construction
site has not been determined
at this time, White said, “but
we are presently looking at
the area south of the tennis
courts and northeast of
Murphy Hall, the women’s
dormitory.”’







