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NEW FACILITY—Baldwyn High School principal, C.L. Shelton (left),
and Steve Ciark, superintendentt of the Baldwyn schools, congratulate each
other on the completion of the niew Baldwyn High School building. Formal

Ready For Classes

Sunday In Baldwyn

~ New

Climaxing nine years of
planning,
remodeling and general
improvements, formal
dedication ceremonies for
a new, 12,000 sq. ft. high
school building will be held
Sunday in Baldwyn.

Gov. William F. Winter
and Dr, Charles Holladay,
.State Supt. of Education,
are expected to make
.appearances at the
ceremonies which begin at

building,

2:30 p.m. Sunday in the
IBaldwyn High School
:auditorium, according to
{Steve Clark, superin-
ttendent of the Baldwyn
Separate Schools.

An open house will also
lbe observed at the school
ffollowing the ceremony, he
said.

IN ADDITION TO ad-
ministrative and guidance

« toffices, the new building

has 10 classrooms and will
house the 10th, 11th and 12
grades at Baldwyn. :
It is centrally heated and
cooled and is equipped with
all new furniture, including
facilities for handicapped
students, Clark said.
George A. Thomason, an
architect from Memphis,
designed the building. 5&.J
Steel  Builders . of
Booneville was the general
contractor and Bob Ricks

dedicatibn ceremonies will be held in the school auditorium at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday. Gov. William Winter and State Supt. of Education, Dr. Charles
Holladay, are expected to attend.

School To Be Dedicated

was the chief engineer.
The total cost of the
building, including the new
equipment, was ap-
proximately $400,000,
Clark said. The project
was financed through a
$397,000 bond election in
December 1980, plus

$217,000 from the State s ceiling, roof,insulation and

Education' Finance

Commission.

NOT ONLY HAS a new

—

building been constructed,
but the Baldwyn school
system has made major
improvements to the old
high school building.

It has been re-wired and
will be air-conditioned with
window units, Clark said.
It has also received a new

paini; he said.
The floor and foundation

(Continued on Page 9)

Using Federal Funds

Fire-Damaged

Due to the possibility of
federal funding for the
~roject, Tupelo highway
officials this week an-
nounced changes in their
plans for repairing ‘the
bridge over the Little
Hatchie River on Highway 4
between Ripley and
Booneville.

A 340-foot section of the
700-foot wooden and creosote
structure was damaged by
..-e on June 29 and was
closed to thru traffic.

Five days later a second
fire destroyed an additional
20 feet of the bridge, causing
portions of the bridge to fall

in.. Arson was suspected in
both fires.

‘Because of the limited
amount of funds available,
state highway officials had
originally planned to replace
only the most damaged
seiction of the bridge was the
saime type of materials used
in the original construction
of the bridge.

.However, federal highway
offficials have advised the
State Highway Department
that there is a good
possibility that 100 percent
federal money can be ob-
taiined to replace the entire

Bridge To Be Replaced

700-foot bridge.

Rothe Davis, assistant
division administrator for
FHwA, said the Aflanta
Regional Office advised him
there is a good possibility of
obtaining the emergency
relief funds to replace the
bridge.

The State Highway
Department has already
advertised for bids to be
received on the repair of the
wooden bridge.

But, in a letter to L.G.
Summerford, distict
engineer for the Tupelo
district, Jimmy Quinn, chief

engineer for the Mississippi
Highway Department, said
the decis.. n has been made
to withdraw che state project
for repairing the bridge and
take immediate steps to
apply for the federal funds.

If the federal money is
made available, a contract
is expected to be let in early
1982 and-the work could be
completed in 12-14 months,
State Highway Department
officials say.

In the meantime, an of-
ficial detour has been routed
on Highway 370 to Highway
30 to Highway 45. However,

alocal traffic detour around
the damaged bridge has
been constructed and
district engineers are
planning to pave it in the
near future.

“Our plans to overlay
Highway 4 from Ripley to
the Prentiss County line are
still firm, and a contract will
be let in September or
October,” Highway Com-
missioner Bobby Richard-
son said.

The 13-mile project to
overlay the road  is
estimated to cost ap-
proximately $1 million.

City Plans To
Cut Employees

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

City officials say they had
rather not do it, but there
will be a layoff of some city
personnel in order to
balance the city’s budget.

“There will be reduction
in city employment,”’ Mayor
Charles Crabb said Wed-
nesday. “It's just a matter
of economics.”’

Crabb admitted that
recent cutbacks in federal
funds and a slight decrease
in city sales tax collections
have hurt the city’s effort to
maintain a balanced budget.
“But, basically what’s
causing the problem is that
the cost of every item we get
has increased over the past

few years,” he said.

The mayor said he does
not yet know how many city
employees will be laid off or

who they will be, but he said.

the decisions in each
department will be based on
seniority.

“We have asked each
department head to go
through his department and
report back to the board,”
the mayor said.

The decision to cut city
employment came at a
meeting Monday night at the
City Hall as the mayor and
board of aldermen worked
on the budget for the coming
year.

At the previous board

meeting, earlier this month,

the board voted to freeze
salary increases for city
employees. Mayor Crabb
said this week that the city
had put a freeze on hiring
(except for emergencies)
some time ago.

“This is something we had
hoped would never come,”
the Mayor said, “but to
balance the budget, we have
to cut every way we can,”

The mayor said he hoped
the personnel cuts could be
done in such a fashion that
services would suffer as
little as possible. :

CONSISTENT WITH THE
city's effort to maintain a

(Continued on Page 3)

Pace Elected Constable

It's official. Gerald Pace
will be the new constable of
Prentiss County’s Fifth
District.

Pace beat his opponent in
Tuesday’s runoff election,
H.0. Jourdan, by a vote of
292 to 210.

The results were certified
as official by the election

OleHiss 4

e

commissioners Wednesday
morning, Circuit Clerk
Travis Cox said.

Pace and Jourdan were
the leaders in a seven-man
field in the special election
for the post two weeks ago.

The constable's post
became vacant earlier this
summer when the former

g At

constable, John 0. (Bobby)
Lambert was sworn in as
Booneville’s Chief of Police.

J.P. Davis, president of
Prentiss County’s Board of
supervisors, said Wed-
nesday morning that Pace
will be administered the
oath of office as soon as
possible,

usic Professor

To Appear In Local Concert

- A piano- congert, the first
in a series of three culturak
performances sponsored
cooperatively by the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Associaton and the
Northeast : Mississippi
Junior College, will be
presented Tuesday af-
ternoon, Sept. 8, at 3 p.m. in
the Hines Hall Auditorium at
Nertheast.

The guest artist for the
performance will be Dr.
Natalia da Roza, associate
professor of piano at the
University of Mississippi.

Born in Hong Kong of
Portuguese parents, Dr. da
Roza received her early
musical training from her
mother who introduced her
to the piano at age 3.

From 1952 to 1958 she was
a yearly winner in the piano
solo category of the Hong
Kong Schools Musical

Festivals, and from 1955 to

o o

1957 she was a distinguished
candidate in the piano
examinations of the

Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music.

In 1958 she came to the
United States and attended

DR. NATALIA DA ROZA

Nazareth  College of
Rechester, N.Y. After
receiving her bachelor’s
degree there, she continued

her studies at Holy Names
College in Oakland, Calif.,
where she earned her
master’s of musie.

In 1972 she received the
Doctor of Musical Arts
degree in piano per-
formance from North Texas
State University.

As a soloist Dr. da Roza
has performed widely in the

, Far East and throughout the

United States. She has also
served as abjudicator for
piano competitions and
given piano master classes
in the South.

While in Booneville for the
concert on Sept. 8, Dr. da
Roza will conduct a master

_class in piano for local music
- students,, :

{Continued on Page 9)
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Stewart Vail

THE

LOBBYING

N.LE.D.A.

Organization Re-Activated To Push For Highways

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

meetings, plus the public

T.I.M.E.

executive committee of

nouncement
miles of Interstate 55 in

that seven

Apparently Booneville
businessman Stewart Vail
has decided to live up to a
statement he made at a
meeting on July 20 with
Highway Commissioner
Bobby Richardson and other
officials.

At that time, Vail said it is
time to stop ‘‘being nice and
quiet” and time to start to
“raise a little hell” in order
to get better highways for
the northeast section of the
state.

He apparently took the
first step to do just that last
week ‘when he was in-
strumental in organizing a
meeting with represen-
tatives of 13 counties to re-
activate a lobbying group to
press for better highways in
the area.

GROUP-called N.E.DA,
an acronym for Northeast
Economic Development
Association--was originally
organized on Feb. 4, 1971,
some 10'% years ago.

“We feel the need for re-
activating it because of a
June 4 meeting with the
Highway Department here
and a July 7 highway
meeting here sponsored by
the transportation com-
mittee of the Prentiss
County Development
Association,” Vail told
approximately 50 area of-
ficials last Thursday.

‘These officials had met in
the Haney Union at Nor-
theast Junior College at the
request of Vail, who serves
as chairman of the PCDA
Transportation Committee,

Vail said the two earlier

hearing with Richardson on
July 20, had resulted in
‘“‘numerous requests for
today’s (organizational)
meeting, especially after the
July 20th hearing.”

THE OFFICIALS at-
tending Thursday’s meeting
unanimously agreed to re-
organize NNE.D.A. and Vail
was elected president of the
srganization.

He told the officials he
would 'like the policy of
N.E.D.A. to be the same as
that of T.I.M.E. (Tran-
sportation Is Mississippi’s
Emergency), a statewide
organization which replaced
HOP.E. (Highways: (
Pressing Emergency) which
was spawned by the original
N.E.D.A. organization.

Vail serves on the

“The policy of T.IL.M.E. is
that we will support any
good (highway) plan that is
brought forward by the
Highway Department, the
Governor’s Office and the
Legislature,” Vail said.

“We say it is the
responsibility of the elected
officials to come up with the
plan of how they’re going to
get the money, where
they’'re going to get the
money, and so on,” he said.
“It’s not our responsibility
to tell them where to get it.
They were elected to do this;
it’s a part of their respon-
sibility.”

“We have been told that
wortheast Mississippi has
top priority cn new . con-
struction,”’ Vail said. But he
cited a recent an-

North Jackson will be ex-

panded to six lanes over an .

B-year period with the state
paying 10 percent of the cost.
He also cite:d a state R&D
Center representative as
saying that a triangle from
Jackson to Mobile to New
Orleans would probably
carry a higher priority than
Northeast Mississippi.

REP. BRUCE HANSON of
Columbus, who is the
executive director of a
similar organization--the
East Mississippi Council-
supported the proposal to
make N.E.D.A. a formal
organization.

“I can’t emphasize enough
the need for organizations
such as this to florish and

(Continued on Page 2)

: Bruce Hanson






