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Death Orlgma]ly Termed Natural Ca.uses

Confessed Murderer Cla1msW1fe w

*

1

i

Poisoned Man Here 5 Years Ago

By ANGELA SMITH

And KEN CHRISTIAN
; Local authorities are
currently awaiting the
results of an autopsy per-
formed on the exhumed
body of a Prentiss County
man who, at the time of his
death five years ago, was
thought to have died of
patural causes.
. A former Prentiss County
. sident who has confessed
fo two murders in Tennessee
has accused his ex-wife of
poisoning the man whose

Body was exhumed here last
week.
The bizarre story

began to unfold in March of
this year, according to
Prentiss County Deputy
Sheriff Carl Sartin.

“1 received a telephone
call from an investigator in

“ COCHRAN VISITS CITY—U.S. Senator Thad Cochran (center) talks with Fred Reinbold -

thhe sheriff’s department in
Liexington, Tenn., who said
tmat Richard Caldwell had
coonfessed that his former
wrife, Lucille Morgan
Cialdwell, had *poisoned
Pirentiss Countian Bynum
Riogers in February of 1976,”
the deputy said.

Sartin said Caldwell is a
native of Kentucky, but he
amd his wife and family lived
im Prentiss County near New
Siite for about two years.

Caldwell, along with his
15-year-old son, is in jail in
Leexington on a two-count
murder charge.

:aldwell and his ex-wife are
allso wanted on a murder

ctharge in West Virginia, -

Séartin said.

The deputy said Cald-
weell's ex-wife is currently
owt of jail on bond and is

lwmg in a women s home -
in Illinois. He said Caldwell

could not at this time -be
extradited to Wést Virginia
or elsewhere. because law
officials in Tenn&;see‘ are
asking that he be given the
death ‘penalty.

IN MAY OF this years .
Caldwell  told authoritjeg'

that Rogers came to his
house near New Site about
noon on the day he died and
the two men had several
drinks together. :
* Caldwell said Rogers then
went home to ‘“‘sleep it off.”"
About 8 o’clock that night,
Rogers reportedly returned
to Caldwell’s home and
asked Caldwell to take him
to the hospital because he
felt sick. Caldwell said he

told Rogers it was probably :

{left) and R.J. Bonds during his visit to Booneville last week. During a question and answer
session at the Town Motel, Cochran answered questions on a variety of subjects including
the Yellow Creek and Tenn-Tom projects, farm subsidies, and the recently-passed tax and

wudget legislation. The senator is making stops in 34 counties during the two-week
congressional recess.

In brief...

<

BHS Pre-registration
To Be Held Next Week

~ Booneville High School has set aside next week, Aug. 2¢-
28, so that any students who have not - pre-registered
?or the coming year may do so, accordmg to principal Mac
Curlee.

" “Class schedules will also be given out next week, he
Said.

* - “Any student who would like to pick up his or her class

*hedule can do so during that week,” Curlee said.

: Delinquent Tax List To Run

Prentiss County Tax Assessor Danny Childers reminds
taxpayers this week that the 1980 list of delinquent taxes
will be run in The Banner-Independent beginning
Aug. 27.

Childers said the published list this year will include
unpaid taxes on mobile homes and personal property. The
st will include the names of all persons who have not paid
‘their 1980 taxes by noon Saturday, Aug. 22, he said.

Community Appearance

Project Gets Underway

. A group of citizens from various communities
.throughout Prentiss County recently met at the county
_xtension office in Booneville to discuss ideas that will be
jused to compile a countywide community appearance
*plan and campaign.

The formulation of this plan will be the last in a series of
reqmrements centered around the Key Community
Program which is being sponisored locally by the Prentiss
County Development Associatiion, according to PCDA
executive director Doug Mansell.

The community appearance project is a joint venture
.between the Prentiss County Extension Service and
PCDA. Mrs. Claire T. Ross, Extension home economist, is
vhairing the committee working on the project.

. Mansell said anyone who is interested in expressing
“ideas on improving the appearance of the community will
be welcome at the next committee meeting which will be
theldat2p.m. Wednesday, Aug 26, at the Extension office.

'just a harﬁover and Rogers
then asked "him if he had a

"drink.

Caldwell said ‘ he told
Rogers there was. a bottle

behind the couch on which

he was sitting, Rogers
reached behind the couch,
got the bottle and turned it

up to tﬁke a drmk Ca]dwell ;

said. .
. As Rogers was drinkmg

- the whiskey, Mrs, Caldwell
‘came through the kitchen

door and saw him, Caldwell
said. She screamed and ran

back into the Kitchen, he

said, " v

Caldwell said he went into
the kitchen to see what was
wrong and that was when his
wife told him the whiskey
Rogers was drinking was
poisoned. - .

Caldwell told officers h:s
ex-wife said she had put

strychnine poison in the
. whiskey, ‘intending it for
- Walter

Lewis, another
aquaintance of her husband,

Ac¢cording to Caldwell,

Lewis visited the Caldwell

Fifth Dlstrlct Constable
candidates Gerald Pace and

H.0. Jourdan will face each

other in a run-off election
this Tuesday, Aug. 25.
Only those registered

-voters residing in the Fifth
District of Prentiss County

will be eligible to vote in this
special election.

A total of 534 votes were
cast ‘in the election two
‘weeks ago. |

At that time, Pace led the

- field' of seven. candidates
_thh 128 votes followed by

For NE Aquatlc Center

" from Mr. and Mrs E.Q.

P i Tt

looked

residence freguently.
Caldwell said his wife didn’t
like Lewis because hé and
Caldwell ran- around
together.

went back to where he had

left Rogers. By this time -
- Rogers was in such bad

condition that he almost had
to- be carried to the car,

. Caldwell said.

Caldwell told the officers
that, after getting Rogers
into the car, he and his wife

_started toward the hospital

with him. Mrs. Caldwell
drove the car while he
‘ after  Rogers,
Caldwell said. Rogers died
about seven n;.zile's from
Booneville, he said.

When he told his wife that
Rogers was dead,

Caldwell said. But Caldwell
told authorities he refused,
thinking the doctors might
be able to revive Rogers at

[Continued on Page 2)

Run- Off Election
Set For ngesday

Jourdan with 111 votes,

The special election had
been called by the board of
supervisors to fill the post
vacated when former Ejfth
District Constable John O.
(Bobby) Lambert was
sworn in as Booneville's
Police Chief in July.

The previous election
holders will also hold the
run-off election, Circuit
Clerk Travis Cox said this
week. :

Polls will be open from 7
a.m. until 6 p.m.

Add.lthl’lal $7O 000 Donated

An additional gift of
$70,000 to be used in the

 construction of an aquatic.

center at Northeast Junior
College has been given to the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College Development
Foundation Inc., college

president’ Harold T.. White -

announced this week.
This latest donation' was

prompted by an earlier gift, .

valued in excess of $100,000

By PCDA

Roden of Booneville for the
construction of an aquatic
center at the college in
imernory of their daughter,
Gaye Roden Carr.

The additional $70, 000 gift
comes from the late Mrs.

Carr’s husband, Emmett;

their children, ‘Melody,

Jason and Rosemary; Zane

D. Roden, an uncle of the

“deceased; and affiliated
o1 enterpnses of Mr. and Mrs.

Roden

“The aquatic center,
which will house a pool,
dressing rooms and lockers,
office space and restrooms,
will be a tremendous asset to
the college, enriching the
quality of life for Northeast
students, faculty and staff,”
White said. ‘“Upon com-
pletion, the center will serve

- as an added recreational

facility as well as a fine

(Continued on Page 2]

C ultural Senes T zckets On Sale

After a shght delay due to
a technicality in getting the

- approvement of a  $3,000

grant from the Mississippi
Arts Commission, the sale of
tickets is now underway for
three cultural programs to
be held between now and
Christmas. -
Co-sponsored by . h

‘Northeast -

.series
.separate performances of

Prenhss County Develop—.
ment Association and the

Junior Coliege, the cultural
involves - three

artists' from the Tupelo
Symphony.

The first performance,'f
: _featurmg plamst Dr Nataha :

To Transfer From Dlstnct

-Mississippi

Da Rosa of The University of
Mississippi, will be held at 8
p.m: Tuesday night, Sept. 8,
in the Hines Hall
Auditorium, at Northeast
Junior College.

Dr. DaRosa is also ex-
pected to conduct a “master

{Continued on Page 2}

Students N eed Releases

Prentiss County -students”

who plan to attend school in

a district other than the one .

in which they reside must
obtain a release from their
home district before. they
can enroll in classes, even if
they obtained such a release
last year.

Booneville Schcols

Superintendent Robert

Griffin pointed out last week
that these student releases
are only valid for a one-year
period and must be renewed

. each year if the student‘..

continues fo attend school
outside the school district in
which he lives.

In other words, those

students. who live m51de the
Booneville city limits must
obtain a release from the
city school district before
they can attend a county
school, .

Likewise, a student who-

lives outside the city limits

(Continued on Page A2)

CALDWELL SAID HE

: she
suggested they bury him, .

rLooking Ahead

EYE CONTACT—An amimated speaker, Robert Griffin, superintendent of the
Booneville School System, dliscusses the athletic program for the coming year with city
coaches last Thursday at Booneville High School. The | city schools are working to get
last minute details taking ciare of prior to the beginning of classes on Sept. 1. For more

on the city schools, please:turnto Page Al. (Photo by Ken Christian.)

Booneville Schools

Prepare To Open

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Administrative personmel have by no
means been idle this summer at the
Booneville schools. Eacth school has
been involved in a clean-up-fix-up
campaign to get the builldings ready
for classes by Sept. 1, anud some have
been involved in major renovations.

City schools superintemdent Robert
Griffin says the Boonewille schools
have been basing their plans for the
coming year on an estimzate projected
last spring of roughly 1,175 students for
the district.

He said this is approximately the
same number of students as last year,
possibly a few less. He 'does not an-
ticipate any crowding at ainy of the city
schools, he said.

“Overall, we should have a good
teacher-pupil ratio,"” he :said. “We're
looking forward to a good school
year.”

. Griffin said there ‘will be T
professional personnel employed by
the city school system this year.

AS DO ALL schools, Griffin expects
the federal budget cuts oif the Reagan
administration to afffect some
programs at the city schowls this year.

“I anticipate the biggest cuts in
programs as a result off the federal
cutbacks will be next ye:ar,” he said,
“but the cuts will :affect some
programs this year.”

" As a result of these cuts, the city’s
superintendent of schools says lun-
chroom service will chan;ge quite a bit
this year. He says there are less funds

available for free and reduced-price
lunches and for reimbursement on the
milk program.
Exactly what these changes will be
is not yet known, he said last week.
“We are still studying the lunch
program and are waiting on in-

formation from the State,” he said.

“But there will definitely be a price
inerease this year in the lunches.”

LAST WEEK, GRIFFIN listed five
major areas on which the city schools
plan to concentrate this year:

~The city system plans to add gifted
and talented classes at Booneville
High School in the areas of science and
English.(language arts);

~-Immediately after school starts;
Griffin says the entire faculty and staff
will begin working on the Accoun-
tability and Instructional
Management (AIM) program;

—The schools plan to take a critical
look at the readmg programs in grades
16;

=-All schools plan to correlate a
career education program with their
regular curriculum; and

~Griffin hopes the schools can
organize and have an active parent-
teachers organization in each school.

THE AIM PROGRAM on which the
city schools plan to work this year has
been mandated by the State
Legislature for all schools. By law, the
program must be in operation by 1984,
Griffin said. : ;

There will be three phases to the

{Continued on Page 2)







