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Three Arrested, More Expected

Officers Rald ‘Chop-Shop’ Near Rienzi

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

After  several weeks of
investigation, local
authorities believe they
uncovered an auto theft ring
.ast Friday night which
could possibly be a half-
million dollar operation.

At that time, Booneville

policemen and the
Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation joined

Prentiss and Alcorn county
deputies in a midnight raid
at the residence of Sammy
nd Judy Eaton, located
near the Prentiss-Alcorn
county line, according to a
spokesman for the law

emforcement authorities-
inwolved in the incident.
‘Three earlier incidents

involving the arrests of"

perrsons on charges . of
resceiving stolen property
ap)parently led to the Friday,
nigght raid by the officers.

Thus far, three persons
have been arrested and
chharged with receiving
stwlen property. As the
imvestigation continues;
additional arrests will
probably be made, the
spokesman for the officers
said Monday.

As a result of the raid and
thie other arrests, authorities
have confiscated seven
veshicles, two of which were

.For' 5th District Constable

Pace, Jourdan

T'o Be In Run-off

Voters in the Fifth District
of Prentiss County will have
to go to the polls one more
time to determine who their
new constable will be.

Candidates Gerald Pace
~nd H.O. Jourdan will face
cach other in a 'run-off
election for that post on
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

In the voting ' Tuesday,
.Pace led the field of seven

candidates with 128 votes.

Jourdan was secand with 113
votes.

J.R. Gray was third with
103 votes, followed by
"immy Dodds with 93 votes,

wmcated when fi

Billy Basden and Cleston
MicGaughy with 37 votes
eiach, and Tommy W. Smith
writh 25 votes.

A total of 534 votes were
ciast in Tuesday’s election.

Only those registered
vioters residing in the Fifth
Diistrict were eligible to vote
im this election.

The special election had
been called by the board of
SUpervisors to ‘ﬁa\, past
Fifth
District Constablgg¥ohn O.
(Bobby) Lamb@yt was
siworn in. a§ neville’s
Police Chief in July.

Personalized Tags
Now Available

Personalized.car tags will
“e available to Prentiss
County residents beginning
in October Danny Childers,
county tax collector and
assessor said Tuesday.

To be eligible to purchase
a personalized car tag, the
old tag must expire Oct. 31
or thereafter, he said.

“For instance,” he said,
“if the car tag expires in
September, the person will
have to wait until next year
to buy a personalized tag.”

Personalized car tags will
cost an additional $75 plus
the regular fee paid for the

tags, he said.
Applications for per-
"sonalized tags will be

taken at the tax assessor’s
office beginning Oct. 1, he
said. However, the State Tax
Commission in Jackson will
mail the tags to customers.

No two tags will be issued
alike, the tax assessor said.
He said if a person moves to
another county, he will lose
what he paid for the tag
bbecause it is a law that a
person must buy a tag in the
county in which he resides.
However, he said, when a
person trades cars he keeps
the tag.

For the past several
‘wears, automobile owners
have purchased new

[Continhed‘on Page 2)

F arming Methods
Featured AtNEMJC

Two activities aimed at
area farmers are currently
underway at Northeast
Junior College.

The Alcohol Fuel
Workshop, co-sponsored by

“the North Mississippi
Environmental Consortium
and TVA, began yesterday,
and an agricultural ex-
position opened at 9 a.m.
today.

The alcohol fuel workshop
is designed to show farmers
how to convert products they
grow into alcohol for use as

-fuel in their gasoline-
powered machinery.

The highlight of the three-
day workshop is expected to
be TVA’s 44-foot mobile
alcohol production unit,
which allows eachstep in the

production of alcohel fuel to
be observed ‘‘close up.”

Although participants in
the workshop had to pre-
register, TVA's mobile
aleohol production unit is
expected to be open to the
public at least during por-
tions of the three days.

The ag expo which began
this morning will be located
in the Burgess Activity
Center at Northeast and is
open to the public, free of
charge.

Advanced techniques
which are now available to
the farming industry will be
featured in approximately
50 exhibits.

The exhibits will be open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today
and tomorrow.

reported stolen from Ten-
nessee and Alabama, plus a
front cap (consisting of front

fenders, front bumper, grill .

and sheet metal parts) of a
1980 Ford pickup truck and
also a 1981 GMC pickup
truck cab.

In one of the incidents
prior to the raid on the
Rienzi residence, Robbie
Storey, 20, of Route 3,
Rienzi, was charged with
receiving stolen property
and driving without a
driver’s license. ’

Storey was stopped by
officers of the Booneville
Police Department Wed-
nesday, Aug. 5. An in-
vestigation revealed that the

1972 Grand Prix he was -
driving had been reported as
stolen from Florence, Ala.,

.on July 24, officers said

Monday.

Storey is currently out of
jail on $4,000 bond set by
City Judge John Ferrell.

In another incident, Billy
Eaton, 22, of 106 Marietta
St., Booneville, was stopped
by officers near the Pren-
tiss-Alcorn line and charged
with receiving stolen
property. Eaton was still in
custody at the Prentiss
County Jail as of Monday
afternoon, according to law
officers.

In the third incident, a
juvenile and another person

OUR PRIDE 1S SHOWING—Wheeler School Principal
W.F. Fraiser (left) and County Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain appear pleased with the addition of new air-
conditioners at Wheeler School. When work is finished
(hopefulily this week) on the air-conditioning project, all six

In Prentiss County School District

in a Fordflat-bed truck were

" pursued by two surveillance

units in Jumpertown about
9:30. last Friday night, ac-
cording to officers.

Both occupants of the truck
reportedly jumped out of the
moving vehicle and escaped
into a wooded area.

The flat-bed truck struck a
refrigerator compressor
outside Jumper’s Grocery,
officers aid.

Both occupants of the
truck were. identified, the
spokesman said. A 17-year-
old juvenile of Route 3,
Rienzi, was later arrested on
a charge of receiving stolen
property. Another arrest is

pendmg, the spokesman”
said.

Officers said the cab of a
1981 - GMC pickup truck,
reportedly stolen from
Memphis on Aug. 5, was
loaded on the back of the
flat-bed truck.

Three vehicles were also

recovered at the Eaton
residence, the spokesman
said.

Two of the vehicles had
been disassembled and one
was still intact. The officer
said tools allegedly used in
the operation were also
found there. :

Authorities are also
currently investigating
three vehicles which last

of the county schools will be air-conditioned, Supt. Cain said
last week. This project has been one of many underway this
summer as school administrators prepare for the 1981-82
school year which begins Sept. 1. For more on the county

schools, see Page Al.

Improvements Made In Facilities

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Students and teachers of
the Prentiss County School
Distriet can expect to see
some changes in curriculum
andfacilities at their schools
when classes for the 198182
school term begin next
month.

For instance, this year the
county schools will offer
junior high football and a
band program for the first
time.

Plans call for the football
program to begin in junior
high (grades 68) and to be
phased in one additional
grade each year.

The county school system
has spent some $10,000 on
junior high football equip-
ment for the coming year
and plan to hire three
coaches, according to
assistant superintendent of
education Donald Johnson.

Coach Willie T. Jackson
will head the football

As Property Appraisers.

programs at Thrasher and
Jumpertown, Johnson: said,
and Coach Edwin Mitchell
will head the programs at
Hill's Chapel and Marietta.

“We're still looking for a
suitable coach at Wheeler,”
he said.

Football practice areas
and dressing rooms are now
being readied at each
school, except New Site
which will not participate in
the program this year since
it has students in grades 9-12

only.

THE COUNTY SCHOOL
system has also hired two
band directors. Yolande
Kent will be in charge of the
band programs at Hil's
Chapel, New Site and
Marietta schools, while Kenit
Hisaw will teach band alt
Wheeler, Jumpertown and
Thrasher.

Like the football programu,

(Continued on Page A1)

Assessor, Deputy Now Certified

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

For the first time Prentiss
County now has two certified
property appraisers.

The Mississippi State Tax
Commission certified Danny
Childers, Prentiss County’s
tax assessor and collector,
and Terry Cartwright, a
deputy tax assessor and
collector, as property ap-
praisers on Wednesday of
last week.

Childers said he and

Cartwright took classes at
Ole Miss so that when the
property is reappraised in
Prentiss County they will
know what was going on.
“A bill was passed in the
state legislature to reap-
praise all the property by
1983,”’ Childers said. He said
this measure was supposed
to equalize taxes throughout
the counties in Mississippi.
Before this law was
passed, Childers said, tax
assessors and the board of
supervisors in Mississippi

had no guidelines to follow
on land appraisal.

“They didn't have to
answer to anybody,” he
said. '‘Now the State Tax
Commission will see if land
appraisal is being done
fairly. If it isn’t up to their
specifications, they won’t
approve the land roll.”

When property in Prentiss
County is reappraised, he
said, more than likely the
property taxes will increase.
However, he said, public
utilities and the cost of car

tags will more than likely
come down.

Although the property is
supposed to be appraised by
1983, Childers said he did not
see how reappraisal in
Prentiss County could be
completed by then.

“We might have the land
reappraisal completed by
the early part of 1984, hie
said.

‘“The reappraisal bill
states that we can’t collect

{Continued on Page 10)

week were found to have
remanufactured . serial
numbers, plus the front cap
of the 1980 Ford truck and
the 1981 GMC truck cab
recovered last week.

The spokesman said the
case is being referred to as a
‘‘chop-shop’’  operation
because vehicles were
reportedly chopped up and
the parts were either
reassembled or sold. Vehicle
identification numbers were
also being remanufactured,
he said.

“The auto theft ring could
have possibly been running
as many as five cars a week
out of Alabama and Ten

nessee,’”’ the spokesman
said, ‘‘and may have been in
operation for 10-12 months.”’

The officer - declined . to -
comment on how many
persons were thought to be
involved in the auto theft
ring.

“But we have not un-
covered an auto theft ring on
this scale since 1976, he
said.

The investigation, which
was a joint effort by the
Mississippi Bureau of
Criminal Investigation, the
Prentiss County Sheriff’'s
Department and the
Booneville Police Depart-
ment, involved about 30 law
enforcement officials.

Northeast Receives
Gift Of $100.,000

The Northeast Mississippi
Junior College Development
Foundation Inc. has been
awarded a gift valued in
excess of $100,000 to be used
in the construction of a
swimming facility,
President Harold T. White
announced Tuesday.

The gift was presented by
Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Reoden of
Booneville in memuy of
their daughter, Gays R;uden
Carr.

White said tha® woon
consideration, the College's
board of trustees officially
accepted the gift with the

commitment that other gifts
and institutional funds will
be utilized in the completion
of the project.

“Long-time supporters of
Northeast, the Rodens have
been active contributors to
our scholarship fund,
enabling many students an
opportunity to further their
educations,”” White said.
‘“They are to be commended
not only for their generosity,
but for their sense of
awareness to the com-
munity’s needs, followed by

(Continued on Page 2)

Crabb said this week.

closed to the public.

April of this year.

the city’s water system,

up to the city's system.

Sept. 21 deadline.

been paid.

In brief...

No Raises For City Employees

Booneville officials and employees will not get their
customary salary increases this year, Mayor Charles

Mayor Crabb and the board of aldermen agreed to
freeze the salaries of city personnel last week while
working on the 1981-82 budget during a meeting which was

The Mayor said Monday that city employment has been
frozen--“‘other than for emergencies’’--since March or

At least partically due to an increase in the federal
minimum wage law, city employees received an 8 percent
pay increase last year, city clerk June Hutcheson said.

Water Treatment Facility
Will Not Delay NEMJC Dorms

A new water treatment facility for the city of Booneville
will not be necessary before two new dormitories planned
at Northeast Mississippi Junior College can be added to

However, a new water treatment facility will be
necessary before any other additional customers can hook

It was incorrectly reported last week that the new
treatment facility would be needed before the city could
supply water to the new dorms.

In a letter dated July 1 to city engineer, David Moore,
Lee Jones, environmental engineer with the Mississippi
State Health Department, said that, as of Aug. 1, 1980, the
Booneville water system was furnishing water to 2,987
connections (which includes Blackland and Gaston water
associations), with a treatment capacity of 1,500 gpm.

“The system is currently designed to serve a maximum
of 3,000 connections,’’ Jones said. “Therefore, (after the
dorms are added to the line) we will be unable to approve
any further extensions until such time as additional
treatment facilities can be provided.”

City Tax Deadline Nears

Booneville City Clerk June Hutcheson this week urged
city land owners to pay their property taxes before the

To collect taxes not paid by the deadline, the c1ty may
sell at public auction any land on which the taxes have not

Mrs. Hutcheson said that, beginning Aug. 27, the city
will run in The Banner-Independent a list of the names of
those individuals who have not paid their city property
taxes. This list will include the names of all those persons
who have not paid their taxes by Friday, Aug. 21, she said.

Ag Expo Now Underway At NEMJC -- Don’t Miss It!







